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Abstract                                                                                                                           
The general aim of this thesis is to examine and explain how education fosters future citizens when 
Swedish upper secondary schools work actively with entrepreneurship in school. Toward this aim, 
two research questions are asked: How are students governed and how do students govern when 
focus is on entrepreneurship in school? How do teachers relate to entrepreneurship in school? The 
study took place in a school development program with a focus on teachers developing their abilities 
and working with entrepreneurship in schools. Four studies presented in four articles form the 
cornerstones of the thesis. The empirical data was collected during 2013–2014 in three of the 
participating schools. Different methods were used. The first step was reading and analysing policy 
documents, followed by observations in the classrooms, interviews with the teachers with the help of 
performance maps, and interviews with the students in gendered focus groups. In total, 14 teachers 
and 90 students were involved in the study. The schools were geographically spread and represented 
both public and independent schools. For this study an abductive approach was used, which means 
that the empirical data were collected and first studied unbiased. Various theoretical models were 
chosen to find answers to the specific research questions; thus, a connection between the theory and 
the empirical data was made. The first article examines whether a citizen with entrepreneurial 
abilities is fostered in school when the concept of entrepreneurship has a place in the curriculum. 
This article also analyses the curriculum (Gy11) and more specifically what can be read under the 
heading The Task of the School. The main result from this study shows that students are 
emphasising entrepreneurial abilities over other abilities. The second article draws a comparison 
between John Dewey's ideas of progressive education from the early 1900s and the teaching 
methods that have come to be advocated for developing students' entrepreneurial abilities. The 
main purpose of progressive education is to foster a democratic citizen; here we could observe that 
techniques for teaching entrepreneurship are comparable to progressive education, but the purpose 
is not the same. The purpose of entrepreneurship in schools is primarily to foster individuals who 
are active and responsible for their own future. Michael Foucault's concept of governmentality is the 
focus of article three, which explores how students are governed and shaped when entrepreneurship 
in school is emphasised, and it explores whether boys and girls are governed in different ways. The 
analysis of the result indicated that the students were governed in three different ways in the three 
school contexts, and girls and boys were governed in different ways both among the schools and 
within the schools. The fourth article addresses how the teachers relate to entrepreneurship in 
schools in light of new reforms, marketization, more regulation and the demands of being an 
entrepreneurial teacher. The result shows three narratives: the cool teacher, the stressed teacher, 
and the frustrated teacher, each handling entrepreneurship in school in different ways. This thesis 
shows that the entrepreneur has come to be presented as a hero and entrepreneurship as a solution 
to cope with challenges—to the global economy, but also for coping with ourselves and our own 
lives. It also shows that fostering a democratic citizen is subordinate to fostering citizens with 
entrepreneurial abilities, as the regime of truth is to become the entrepreneur. The students are both 
governed and governing toward that direction. And even if teachers have different ways of 
approaching entrepreneurship in schools, the will to be the entrepreneurial teacher and to foster 
entrepreneurial citizens is clear. 
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