
1

Anna Carlsson                      Master Thesis Project in Architecture

INTERCONNECTING
– rethinking student housing intertwined with public functions



2 3

Simple definition
to connect (two or more things) with each other

Full definition
transitive verb: to connect with one another
intransitive verb: to be or become mutually connected
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PREFACE

When applying to the university one often think the only 
problem is to have enough grades to be admitted to 
the desired education. But when finally being accept-
ed, many discover that it is not the only challenge – the 
lack of student housing can obstruct students from start-
ing their dream education.

Since I was eight years old I have been interested in 
architecture. It started with decorating and refurnishing 
my own room and later helping my parents paint and 
craft their new house. During the last year at the Up-
per Secondary School I took advantage of the course 
individual project to design a family house and then 
build it in a 1:20 model. After that I was completely 
convinced that I wanted to be an architect. So when 
I was eighteen years old and soon would graduate 
choosing what to study was not the hard task – but 
rather where to study.

There are only four cities in Sweden where one can 
study to become an architect: Lund, Göteborg, Stock-
holm and Umeå. Since I at that time lived in Sundsvall, 
Lund felt too far away. When comparing KTH in Stock-
holm and Chalmers in Göteborg, the two largest cities 
in Sweden, with Umeå, I felt that Umeå was more of 
a “student city”. It is a smaller and more peaceful city 
where the students make up a huge part of the city. 
There is also no long commuting distance just to travel 
to school. Together with the new built and newly es-

tablished architecture school, Umeå became my first 
hand choice.

What I did not realized until I was accepted about two 
months before the semester started was that my short 
amount of queuing days at the largest municipality 
owned housing agency Bostaden was far from enough 
to receive a first-hand contract to any sort of student 
housing, but also the regular apartments. Luckily, I had 
plenty of time to find a housing – not all have that since 
many are accepted in the second enrollment or even 
when the semester already has started.

In the end my dad luckily discovered that he had a col-
league whose son was going abroad for a semester. 
I could rent his dorm room for a semester and gather 
queueing days to be able to rent my own student hous-
ing later. Because of prejudices about living in a cor-
ridor, sharing kitchen and common space with others, 
I wasn't trilled by the idea, but glad that I had a roof 
over my head.

Today, almost five years later, I still live in a corridor 
and my prejudices about living collectively are almost 
gone. The life and concept is great, but there are so 
many practical and spatial things that could be im-
proved. In this master thesis I hope to change that.

Anna Carlsson, Umeå

|  Preface Preface  |
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INTRODUCTION

Today, year 2016, Sweden are again facing a new 
housing crisis. According to the National Board of Hous-
ing, Building and Planning (Boverket), 75 000 new 
housing units need to be built every year until 2025. 
The former housing minister, Mehmet Kaplan, recently 
promised a new Million Programme while many claim it 
would make Sweden more segregated.

A domino effect triggered by the housing crisis has hit 
the student housing market. The lack of student housing is 
not news. Over the last decennia this has been a co-oc-
curring problem. The University chancellor's office (Uni-
versitetskanslersämbetet) claims that student housing is 
becoming an increasingly important competitive tool for 
students when they are choosing where to study. Accord-
ing to the Swedish United Student Unions (Sveriges före-
nade studentkårer) only five cities can offer accommo-
dation during the first semester and twelve cities cannot.

In the beginning of the semester, make-shift solutions 
like tents, hostels and sleeping on a stranger’s couch is 
common. Temporary building permits with modules is a 
common method to build housing a bit faster but it is 
still a short-term solution. The only long-term solution is 
to build permanent student housing. However, it is not 
only about building more – it is also important how we 
build. To create a more sustainable and socially sustain-
able living, this master’s thesis investigates how to rethink 
student housing. 

Looking in to the fifth largest university city Umeå, every 
fourth inhabitant in the whole municipality is a student 
but only one of five students can obtain student housing 
today. 

Student housing is often segregated to the suburbs – 
even though the campuses are not necessarily placed 
nearby. In the case of Umeå, most of the student hous-
ing is placed in the eastern outskirts of the city, around 
the main campus and none around the newly built Arts 
campus. Students in Umeå are isolated from the rest 
of the city and it is quite far from the student housing 
areas to the city center. There is no doubt that the stu-
dents make up a large part of Umeå – but they do not 
receive the corresponding space in the city.

Outside the recently built train station Umeå Östra 
placed in Öst på stan (East of the city), a huge area is 
still left undeveloped. This area has become a transition 
zone to connect the eastern parts of Umeå, where most 
student housing is, with Öst på stan and the rest of 
the city over the heavily travelled road Blå Vägen and 
the railway Botniabanan. Every day 30 000 people 
pass this area. It is placed just by the hospital and has 
a walking distance to both campuses. This “no man’s 
land” has endless opportunities to be developed to fit 
many different purposes. Student housing is one but 
also public functions, which is needed for the area as 
a whole and it is also a great location to reach people 
passing by, working nearby or arriving to Umeå by 
bus or train.

IMAGE BELOW

“The intermediate junk space” between 

Svingen and Sjukhusbacken, two bridges 

connecting the east parts of Umeå with the 

rest of the city over the heavily travelled road 

Blå vägen and the railway Botniabanan.
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INTRODUCTION BRIEF HISTORY

All types of housing affect each other, lately it has been 
in a vicious circle. Student housing is therefore affected 
by the entire housing situation. To put student housing in 
the context of the bigger picture the first chapter briefly 
investigates the general housing situation in Sweden 
today. 

The housing shortage has not been as dire since the 
1960’s and the Million Programme was introduced 
to solve the crises. In this chapter the current situation, 
main consequences, threats and possibilities to solve 
the housing shortage are presented.

THE MILLION PROGRAMME
The Million Programme is a summary term of the hous-
ing- and residence building politics in Sweden be-
tween 1964 and 1975. The goal was to build “one 
million housing units in ten years” to solve the housing 
crisis at that time. 

The standardization and industrial building techniques 
with prefabricated concrete modules and elements 
were introduced to allow for faster construction. It was 
effective but the architecture became uniform and to-
gether with meager urban space it contributed to the 
Million Programme receiving a poor reputation. Today 
these areas are still often segregated. Examples of areas 
that often are associated with this: Rosengård (Malmö), 
Vallås (Halmstad), Råslätt (Jönköping), Angered (Göte-
borg), Navestad (Norrköping), Tensta-Rinkeby, Hallon-
bergen, Hallunda and Fittja (all in Stockholm).1

In total, 1 006 000 apartments were built during this 
period. Today many have already been demolished, 
are in need of refurbishment or have been renovated. 
In 2010, there were 650 000 apartments in need of 
renovation corresponding to 650 000 million SEK2. 
It may have solved the housing crisis quickly but the 
result today seems like a bad deal. Recently our for-
mer housing minister, Mehmet Kalan, again promised 
a new Million Programme3 – will we learn from history 
this time?

SOURCES
1 Jörnmark, Jan. Miljonprogrammet. Nationa-

lencyklopedin. 2016.

IMAGE RIGHT PAGE

Fittja, a suburb outside Stockholm (2007)

|  The general housing situation in Sweden The general housing situation in Sweden  |



14 15

THE HOUSING SHORTAGE

WHY?
A simplistic explanation of the housing shortage is that 
the amount of new housing does not meet up with the 
demographic increase in Sweden. According to the 
National Board of Housing, Building and Planning 
(Boverket), the need for new housing corresponds to 
half of the growth in population. Every time the pop-
ulation increases by 100 000 inhabitants, the need 
for new housing is thus about 50 000 housing units. 
Sweden are already short of housing due to too little 
construction over a long time1

According to Statistics Sweden’s (Svenska centralbyrån) 
populations prognosis, Sweden will pass 10 million in-
habitants this year (2016) and 11 million 2025, com-
pared to a population of 9.3 million in 2009. In the 
last few years, the population has increased even more 
rapidly due to the increase of refugees. Together with 
young adults and students, they are the most affected 
groups in the housing shortage. 

IN SWEDEN
Out of Sweden’s 290 municipalities, 183 evaluated 
that there was a housing shortage on the market 2015, 
which is 27 municipalities more than the year before. 
Of them, 80 municipalities said that they had a bal-
ance. In the cities with balance all have less than 70 
000 inhabitants and no university. The rest, 27 munici-
palities, had an overbalance. Out of the 27, 24 have 

less than 25 000 inhabitants. Half had a negative 
moving net 2010-2014, compared with 8 % of the 
cities with shortage.

In 91% of the municipalities the need for new produc-
tion of housing is needed the coming five years. Again, 
the ones that do not have a population under 25 000 
inhabitants and a negative population growth. Rented 
apartments is most needed along with small and cheap 
apartments.2

Recentely new numbers was published showing an in-
crease to 240 municipalities out of 290 with housing 
shortage.3

SOURCES
1 Hellekant, Johan. Bostadsbristen förvärras med dyr nyproduktion. 

SvD Näringsliv. 2015-08-19 http://www.svd.se/bostadsbristen-for-

varras-med-dyr-nyproduktion (Collected 2015-02-04)
2 Webbredaktionen. Bostadsmarknadsenkäten 2015. Boverket. 

2015-05-18 http://www.boverket.se/sv/samhallsplanering/bost-

adsplanering/bostadsmarknaden/laget-pa-bostadsmarknaden/riket/ 

(Collected 2016-04-04)
3 Webbredaktionen. Bostadsmarknadsenkäten 2016. Boverket. 

2015-05-18 http://www.boverket.se/sv/samhallsplanering/bost-

adsplanering/bostadsmarknaden/laget-pa-bostadsmarknaden/riket/ 

(Collected 2016-05-20)

IN STOCKHOLM & LARGER CITIES
In the capital of Sweden, Stockholm, and all the other 
larger cities the hosing shortage is severe. In the com-
ing decades hundreds of residences will have to be 
produced in the Stockholm area. Only the municipality 
of Stockholm aims to build 40,000 new housing units 
over the next five years.

More than 400 000 people are queuing at the hous-
ing office in Stockholm. Today the average queue-time 
needed for an apartment in the region of Stockholm is 
8.5 years. At the same time, the prices on the housing 
market increases.

IN SMALLER CITIES
The housing shortage in not only related to the big cit-
ies. Two-thirds of Sweden’s municipalities lack housing. 
With just over 2 000 inhabitants in the community and 
4 000 inhabitants in the whole municipality, Norsjö is 
one of the smallest municipalities in the whole country. 
The queue to a rented apartment is nevertheless long. 
In Luleå, with a population of 75 966 (2014), 5 000 
people are in acute need of an accommodation.

FOR REFUGEES
The housing shortage for new arrivals has increased 
rapidly. Of Sweden’s in total 290 municipalities, 244 
reported that they had a shortage in 2015, which are 
48 more than the year before.

FOR YOUNG ADULTS 
In Sweden almost 350 000 young adults between 
20-27 years old lack their own home. To meet the de-
mand, close to 200 000 new homes need to be built.

The housing shortage is acute for many apartment seek-
ers and it does not look like it is going to be solved in 
the coming ten years. It obstructs especially the oppor-
tunity for young people to move away from home and 
get power over their everyday life. More than one of 
four young adults between 20-27 years old live invol-
untarily with their parents. The needed queuing time 
is long. In the waiting for a first hand contract many 
young people are refereed to the second hand apart-
ment market which often is an uncertain and expensive 
housing situation. 

In 2015 three of four municipalities reported that they 
had a shortage in housing for young adults which cor-
responds to 219 municipalities which is 39 municipal-
ities more than the year before. Most of the municipal-
ities say that they do not do anything special to help 
the young adults. Only a few cities have affirmative 
action for available apartments or give the opportunity 
to share the contract with a friend.

JANUARY 2015
The municipalities evaluation of the 

housing market situation 
(Boverket)

JANUARY 2016
The municipalities evaluation of the 
housing market situation 
(Boverket)

|  The general housing situation in Sweden The general housing situation in Sweden  |
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COSTS FOR THE SOCIETY
The lack of housing has a price. Taking Luleå as an 
example, since 2008 Luleå’s population, companies 
and students has increased, but the housing has not 
increased at the same speed. If the construction of new 
housing continues at the same pace, it will cost Luleå 
municipality on average 675 million per year the com-
ing 20 years (2016 - 2035). Per year the direct costs 
are 395 million and 280 million supervenes due to 
indirect costs, which is the dynamic effect of what the 
defaulted production would have generated in the next 
phase.1

The same analysis has been made in larger cities, 
Malmö and Stockholm. It shows that in the Malmö 
region the losses in decreased growth and alienation 
is 5 billion and in Stockholm 21 billion per year. Ac-
cording Anna Felländer, with support of research by 
Enrico Moretti and Per Thulin, each new employment of 
a person with an academic education creates another 
three jobs in the service sector. As a practical example 
she says. “If an IT-engineer gets a job in Malmö it can 
also create jobs for a taxi driver, a hairdresser and a 
cleaner.” 2

The consequences of the housing shortage are default 
in economic growth, lower production and lower em-
ployment. Simplified, without housing the companies 
cannot recruit new staff, the young adults moving out 

from their parents must leave the city and students can-
not move to the city to study. Thus, the population can-
not increase which results in less economic growth.

NEW ARRIVALS “BUYS” ADDRESSES
To receive establishment compensation through Ar-
betsförmedlingen one needs to have an address of 
their own not connected to Swedish migration com-
pany (Migrationsverket). This requirement has created 
a black market where people take advantage of this 
situation to earn money. They let refugees who want 
to leave the asylum housing to come in to the Swed-
ish society be registered at their address without liv-
ing there. For this arrangement they charge expensive 
money from the refugees, around 2500 SEK a month. 
This phenomenon has become more common, in Kris-
tiansand Ekot found an address where 45 people were 
registered at.3

OBSTRUCT YOUNG TO MOVE FROM HOME 
As mentioned earlier, the housing shortage obstructs 
young adults to move from home and gain power of 
their everyday lives.4

OVERCROWDING
According to Statistics Sweden’s (Svenska centralbyrån) 
over 150 000 people live in overcrowded living situ-
ation in 2013, at least three persons per bedroom, in 
Sweden’s metropolitan areas. More than half of them 
were young adults between 16 and 34, correspond-
ing to more than every tenth young adult.4

Hans Lind, housing researcher at KTH, describes two 
kinds of overcrowding; the chosen one in the cities cen-
tral parts and the more forced one in the suburbs. In 
the suburbs many of refugees have a hard time finding 

accommodation, Lind emphasizes that Sweden are not 
building for that group. It is also hard to say no to 
relatives coming from war zones because that it gets 
too crowded. 

An analyst at the National Board of Housing, Build-
ing and Planning (Boverket), Bo Söderberg, claims that 
Swedes are successively going to live more and more 
in overcrowded living situations. In the long run the 
resident density will increase. The standards, in terms 
of the number of dwellers per housing, will be even 
worse.5

CONSEQUENCES OF THE HOUSING SHORTAGE

SOURCES
1 Håkansson, Lennart. Bostadsbristen kostar 

Luleå 675 miljoner per år. AffäreriNorr.

se. 2015-06-02. http://www.affarerinorr.

se/nyheter/2015/juni/bostadsbristen-ko-

star-luleaa-675-miljoner/#.VW6kokbUtYw 

(Collected 2016-01-27)
2 Magnusson, Erik. Bostadbrist bidrar till 

minskad tillväxt. Sydsvenskan. 2014-01-29

http://www.sydsvenskan.se/ekonomi/bost-

adsbrist-bidrar-till-minskad-tillvaxt/ (Collected 

2015-02-04)
3 Svedberg, Alexandra. Bostadsbrist för 

att nyanlända tvingas köpa addresser. 

P4 Jönköping. 2015-04-22 http://

sverigesradio.se/sida/gruppsida.

aspx?programid=4800&grupp=22047&ar-

tikel=6147376 (Collected 2016-04-16)

SOURCES
4Hellekant, Johan. Bostadsbristen förvärras 

med dyr nyproduktion. 
5Norell, Kajsa. Allt fler trångbodda i 

storstäderna. 2014-12-10. http://

sverigesradio.se/sida/artikel.aspx?pro-

gramid=83&artikel=6041612 (Collected 

2016-04-16)

IMAGE BELOW

Skyline of central Chicago
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THREATS & POSSIBILITIES FOR SOLVING THE HOUSING CRISIS

TOO EXPENSIVE WITH NEW HOUSING?
New housing also has a price, it is often very expen-
sive to build and results in that only high income earn-
ers can afford them. Since most of the people in need 
of housing is the lower income earners Johan Hellekant 
means that the shortage of housing even increases with 
expensive new production. For some the housing could 
be compensated by housing benefits or subventions for 
new production. The key question in this cause is if ev-
ery household, which often only is one person, will af-
ford their own dwelling. In the end it on the other hand 
often results in a move chain; the high income earners 
move to the new built apartments and the lower income 
earners move to their older and cheaper apartments.1 

In Norsjö, recently mentioned as one of the two thirds 
of municipalities with housing shortage, Barbro Hjelte 
lives. She is a retiree and is one of a hundred standing 
in the queue to get a rented apartment since she can-
not, both physically and economy, still live in her house 
anymore. She thinks that the solution for the housing 
shortage is to build more but is afraid that it will be too 
expensive for a normal retiree to live there.2

It is a similar issue for the young adults. 24-year old 
Julia Snöljus is one of the thousands of young adults that 
with a salary of 10 000 Swedish crones after taxes 
either can afford buying an apartment or renting the 
new built ones in Stockholm.

Many newly arrived refugees also seeks housing. In 
an apartment of only 55 square meters in Kolsva eight 
refugees from Syria lives together. Clearly too small for 
all of them to do their homework, take care of their 
household and trying to get into the Swedish society.

Bengt J Eriksson, analyst at Boverket states the problem: 
The challenge is first and foremost to build housing with 
cost and prices that makes it possible for those who 
request the housings actually have the solvency to do 
that. Henceforth, Eriksson says that we have built to 
few rental apartments the last couple of years. They are 
good in many ways. One is that they are often a first 
step to get in to the housing market.3 SOURCES

1 Hellekant, Johna. Bostadsbristen förvärras 

med dyr nyproduktion. SvD Näringsliv. 

2015-08-19 http://www.svd.se/bost-

adsbristen-forvarras-med-dyr-nyproduktion 

(Collected 2015-02-04)
2 Sundman, Åsa. Bostadsbrist inte bara 

i storstäder.  Sveriges Radio, Nyheter, 

Ekot. 2015-06-24. http://sverigesradio.

se/sida/artikel.aspx?programid=83&ar-

tikel=6196141 (Collected 2016-01-27)  
3 Holmin, Maria- Och Mattmar, Ulf. Boverket 

slår larm om bostadsbristen. SVT Nyhter, 

Inrikes. 2015-04 -17 http://www.svt.se/

nyheter/inrikes/boverket-slar-larm-om bost-

adsbristen (Collected 2016-01-27)

SOURCES
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INNOVATIONS & SUSTAINABLE SOLUTIONS 
Elisabeth Andersson, culture reporter with particular fo-
cus on architecture and urban environment at Svenska 
Dagbladet writes in her reportage "The innovations that 
can solve to housing shortage” (“Innovationerna som 
kan lösa bostadsbristen” ) that the current housing short-
age demands innovative and sustainable solutions.

She writes that several of the ideas to solve the housing 
shortage brings us back to the 20th century, the Mil-
lion Programme, where Sweden also dealt with how to 
build away the housing shortage.

She states:

THREATS & POSSIBILITIES FOR SOLVING THE HOUSING CRISIS

"AFFORDABILITY NEEDS TO BE SOLVED 
THROUGH POLICY – NOT ARCHITECTURE"

/DEEZEEN

"CERTAIN IS THAT SWEDEN MUST BUILD 

A GREAT AMOUNT OF HOUSING BEFORE 

LONG. BUT HOW IS THAT GOING TO HAP-

PEN? AND WHAT KIND OF QUALITY WILL 

IT BE ON WHAT IS BUILT?"

GOVERMENTAL SUBVENTIONS
The government launched a campaign in March 2015 
where they invest 3.2 billions per year to build more 
small rental apartments. It reserves for those who build 
energy effective, cheap and small, especially up to 35 
square meters, apartments that should be distributed in 
a transparent manner. The main target group is young 
adults and students. The investment support is count-
ed to cover about 15 000 new rental apartments per 
year.

The housing minister, Mahmet Kaplan, refers to Swed-
ish National Audit Office report when he says that it 
is important to build for people with normal income. 
Therefore, the costs are adjusted to the different price 
situation in different regions. For an apartment with 35 
square meters the base value for the rent per month 
is about 4229 SEK in the Stockholm region, 3937 
SEK in Göteborg and Malmö regions, municipalities 
close to Stockholm region, with a population growth 
and other big municipalities and about 3792 SEK in 
the other cities.

The investment support is a part of the governments 
housing package where another 3,5 billions also re-
serves as a support for the municipalities to increase 
house building, energy potentiation of the Million 
programme, city milieu contracts and support to build 
housing for elderly.1 

IMAGE RIGHT PAGE

Stockholm City Hall

INNOVATIONS SOURCES
1 Belarbi, Hakim. Regeringen satsar 3.2 

miljarder per år på fler hyresrätter. Regering-

skansliet 2015-07-07 http://www.regerin-

gen.se/pressmeddelanden/2015/07/

regeringen-satsar-32-miljarder-per-ar-pa-fler-

hyresratter/ (Collected 2016-04-16)
2 Andersson, Elisabeth, Svenska Dagbladet, 

Innovationerns som kan lösa bostadskrisen 

(2015.01.10)

http://www.svd.se/innovationer-

na-som-kan-losa-bostadskrisen/om/kultur 

(Collected 2016-01-27)  
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In large parts of the world student housing is given, 
an obvious part of the education package. In Sweden 
however, within the housing shortage, there is far from 
enough student housing. Student housing is frequently 
on the agenda, especially by the start of the academic 
year. It is not a new problem. The last couple of years 
the problems are co-occurring. Solutions like tents, 
camping and trailers have been common. Students 
are grasping to find a place to live everywhere: online 
webpages like Blocket, Facebook, some far distance 
relatives – they do all in their power just to acquire a 
roof over the head.1

Student housing has become a competitive tool for the 
university cities to attract students to their city and and 
higher education institute. The effect the housing has 
on the study result and economic growth for the whole 
region is a fact.2

This chapter narrows the housing situation down to 
student housing and the field of interest for this thesis. 
Similarities can be found between the general housing 
shortage and the lack of student housing and they are 
also affecting each other. 

DEFINITION
By definition, student housing only accepts students as 
tenants. Since only students are allowed to rent and 
the study period is limited, student housing is always in 
exchange. Thus, it is the only form of housing that year 
after year could offer new students available housing 
by the start of the term – or that would be the case if 
there was enough.3

FORM OF HOUSING
The student housing in Sweden can be divided into 
three different types of accommodation: the single 
apartment, the shared apartment and the single room 
in a corridor. Read more of these types on page 34-
39.4

REQUIREMENTS
The Swedish United Student Unions (SFS, Sveriges före-
nade studentbostäder), has established six criteria to 
describe what they call a secure accommodation. It is 
basically the requirements student housing must fulfill for 
all students within a month to be ranked as a city with 
enough student housing. See next page for the specific 
requirements and the following page for the situation in 
Sweden the last year.5

THE STUDENT
All students with a rate of study of at 
least 15 credits per semester should 
be offered accommodation. It does 
not matter if the student is previously 
registered in the municipality or not.

THE CONTRACT
It should be a first-hand contract 
valid during the entire study period.

THE FORM OF HOUSING
It should be a rented apartment in 
the form of a room in a corridor, 
student apartment, regular tenancy 
or part of a tenancy, for instance 
double or triple.

THE LOCATION
The accommodation provided 
should be located within 30 min-
utes from the university with good 
public transport.

THE COST
The rent should be reasonable in re-
lation to student finance that Swed-
ish students can receive from Swed-
ish Board for Study Support (CSN, 
Centrala studiestödsnämnden). A 
reasonable rent according to SFS is 
35% of the study allowance, which 
equals to 3480 SEK based on the 
current student aid of 9 948 SEK.

THE ADMISSION
The residence should be accessed 
no later than 30 days after notifica-
tion that the student has been regis-
tered, or admission to the semester. 
No first or last registration period 
should exist. 

INTRODUCTION SFS’S REQUIREMENTS FOR A SECURE ACCOMMODATION 5*

15 hp

30 min

>35%

$

SOURCES
1 Lindh, Göran. Akut bostadsbrist för student-

er. Hem & Hyra. 2015-09-4. http://www.

hemhyra.se/norrbotten/akut-bostadsbrist-stu-

denter (Collected 2016-01-26)
2 Ibid.
3 Studentbostäder, en förutsättning för tillväxt. 

Pdf, p.
4 Boverket. Studentbostäder. 2015-05-18 

http://www.boverket.se/sv/samhallsplaner-

ing/bostadsplanering/bostadsmarknaden/

bostadsmarknaden-for-olika-grupper/student-

er/ (Collected 2016.04.04)
5 Ahlsten, Tove and Lagunas Rodén, Sebas-

tian. SFS bostadsrapport 2015, Bostadssit-

uationan för landets studenter, p.4-5, 11. 

Sveriges förenade studentkårer, Stockholm 

(2015).
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THE LACK OF STUDENT HOUSING
Today, year 2016, there are in total about 85 200 
student housing units in Sweden. When the first infor-
mation on admission came in June last year (2015) 
at least 19 000 accommodations for students was 
missing. That is 3 000 more then five years ago. This 
according to a report from the Student Housing Com-
panies (Studentbostadsföretetagen).1 

According to SFS, out of thirty-three selected student cit-
ies, twelve cities can not offer accommodation during 
the first semester. That is a twofold increase since 
2012. Only five cities can offer something they call 
secure accommodation within a month, which is de-
scribed in the previous page. The rest, sixteen cities, 
that have been marked in blue can sometime during 
the first semester offer students a first-hand contract val-
id the entire study period.2

According to the Housing market analysis made by 
the National Board of Housing, Building and Planning 
(Boverket) a municipality most have more than 300 
students to be ranked as a “university municipality”. 
In their analysis they have investigated 43 municipal-
ities and 27 of them judge that they have shortage in 
student housing. 15 municipalities judge that the hous-
ing market for students are in balance. Most of them 
have less than 75 000 inhabitants. Only one single 
municipality says that there is an overbalance in student 
housing.3 

A COMPETITIVE TOOL
Due to the lack of student housing the University chan-
cellor's office claimed in an article published in April 
2015 that student housing is becoming an increasingly 
important competitive tool for students when they are 
choosing which city to study in.4

THE INVESTIGATED CITIES IN SFS’S REPORT
Green cities: Karlshamn, Skellefteå, Trollhättan, Piteå and Örnsköldsvik

Blue cities: Gävle, Linköping, Borlänge, Borås, Eskilstuna, Falun, Halms-
tad, Helsingborg, Jönköping, Kalmar, Kristianstad, Norrköping, Sunds-
vall, Visby, Västerås, and Östersund

Cerice cities: Göteborg, Karlskrona, Luleå, Lund, Malmö, Stockholm, 
Umeå, Uppsala, Växjö, Karlstad, Skövde and Örebro

Can offer a secure accommodation* 

within a month

Can offer an accommodation at some 

time during the fall semester

Can not offer an accommodation during 

the fall semester

IN THE CONTEXT OF SWEDEN 

“STUDENT HOUSING
AS A COMPETITIVE 

WEAPON“

“THE SHORTAGE OF STUDENT HOUSING ALLOWS THE HOUSING PROBLEM 
TO BECOME IMPORTANT IN THE CHOICE OF WHICH CITY TO STUDY IN. THIS 
APPLIES NOT LEAST TO STUDENTS FROM OTHER COUNTRIES. FOR UNI-
VERSITIES AND COLLEGES STUDENT HOUSING CAN BECOME AN INCREAS-
INGLY IMPORTANT COMPETITIVE TOOL FOR STUDENT RECRUITMENT.”

/The University’s Chancellor’s Office (Universitets Kanslers ämbetet)

SOURCES
1Larsson, Jimmie. Här kan det bli svårt 

för studenter att få boende till hösten. P3 

Nyheter, 2015-06-09 http://sverigesradio.

se/sida/artikel.aspx?programid=1646&ar-

tikel=6208059 (Collected 2016-02-03)
2SFS bostadsrapport 2015, p.11.
3Boverket. Studentbostäder.
4Amft, Andrea Studentbostäder som konkur-

rensmedel. Universitetets kanslers ämbetet. 

2015-04-23.

http://www.uka.se/ny-

heter/2015-04-23-studentbostad-

er-som-konkurrensmedel.html (Collected 

2015.01.11)
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HOW THE LACK OF HOUSING AFFECTS
THE STUDENT HOUSING MARKET
Every accommodation in the housing market affects 
each other like the domino effect. According to Radio 
Sweden (Sveriges Radio) the housing shortage forces 
students that are done with their studies to still live in 
their student rooms, which obstruct new students to ac-
quire a student housing.g. 

In an article they have interviewed a previously enrolled 
student. He still lives in his student room in Umeå after 
two years, even though he is done with his studies and 
both has a permanent employment and works full time. 
At the moment he can not find another housing. If one 
does not have a good queuing time it is short of apart-
ments to rent in Umeå. It is both hard and expensive to 
lend for buying one, if one has not saved money. The 
former student thinks the housing shortage is dire:

“It is quite terrible that you can’t find any where 
to live when you are done with your studies.”

It is actually not even legal to continue live in a student 
accommodation if one not is studying. The housing cor-
porations often demand that their residences studies at 
least part-time, which equals to 15 credits per semester. 
To live in a student accommodation, one therefore have 
to prove that he/she are enrolled at the university when 
the housing corporations makes manual random sam-

ples. If the student in this article would get caught, his 
plan B is to take the first best course(s), anything really, 
corresponding to the least amount of points he needs 
to study. He emphasizes the pressure the situation puts 
him in: 

“It feels really oppressive. It is a stress that al-
ways is there; you risk to get caught and be 
forced to move.” 5

CAUSES FOR THE SHORTAGE OF STUDENT HOUSING

SOURCES

5 Armstrong, Filippa. Bostadsbrist tvingar 

färdiga studenter bo kvar i studentrum. 

Sveriges radio, P4 Västerbotten. 2013-02-

16. http://sverigesradio.se/sida/artikel.

aspx?programid=109&artikel=5445498 

(Collected 2016-01-26)

SOURCES
1 Larsson, Jimmie. Här kan det bli svårt för 

studenter att få boende till hösten. 
2 Dousa, Benjamin. Utbildning har blivit 

en fråga om klass. Debatt, Aftonbladet. 

2015-07-08 http://www.aftonbladet.se/

debatt/article21089524.ab (Collected 

2016-02-03)
3 Oldberg, Erika. Sveriges mins studentbost-

ad återfinns i Lund. DN, Bostad. 2012-01-

23 http://www.dn.se/bostad/sveriges-min-

sta-studentbostad-aterfinns-i-lund/ (Collected 

2016-02-03)
4 Englund, Caroline. Sveriges minsta 

studentrum byggs nu i Lund. DN, Bostad. 

2013-09-06. http://www.dn.se/bostad/

sveriges-minsta-studentrum-byggs-i-lund/    

        (Collected 2016-02-03)

LACK OF HOUSING IN GENERAL
As mentioned earlier, the most common reason for the 
shortage in student housing is the lack of housing in 
general on the ordinary housing market.

TO FEW SMALL APARTMENTS
There are also often too few small apartments on the 
market adjusted for students, which makes it even hard-
er to find an accommodation.

TOO EXPENSIVE TO RENT & BUILD
The available small apartments are also often too ex-
pensive to rent for the student at the same time as it is 
expensive to build. This has resulted in that not enough 
student housing has been built during the last couple 
of years due to costly land and construction charges.1

Benjamin Douse, chairman in Moderate students (MST, 
Moderata Studenter), argues in a debate article that 
education has become a question of class. He claims 
that if the student does not already live in the study city, 
have long queuing-time or know someone to rent from 
the lack of housing can force students to must buy an 
apartment. Since it is too expensive for a student the stu-
dents have to rely on rich parents – which can 
obstruct socioeconomic people 
to further their stud-
ies.2 

PREVENTING BUILDING REGULATIONS
A minimal amount of living space is one way of 
bringing down the rents. The building regulations 
have started to be more allowing when it comes to 
reducing the building area. But still a wheelchair 
accessible bathroom is needed that obstruct to min-
imize the living space and therefore also contribute 
to making it expensive to build small and affordable 
student housing.3

An example where exceptions from the building regu-
lations have been done is in Lund. There the smallest 
student housing ever built in Sweden is 8.8 m2. It 
was built as a minimal cottage with a rent of only 
2 500 SEK. From the beginning it was not allowed 
to be built according to the building regulations. AF 
Bostäder, which built the project, had it as a demon-
stration object in the waiting for dispensation from the 
regulations. The case ended up in land- and milieu 
court and in the end they received permission to build 
another 20 apartments of 10 m2 each. Except for 
being minimum in size they are also energy-saving.4 
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SOURCES
4 Strömberg, Lillemor. Studenter överväger att 

lämna bostadsbristens Umeå. Sveriges Ra-

dio, P4 Västerbotten. 2015-08-25. http://

sverigesradio.se/sida/artikel.aspx?pro-

gramid=109&artikel=6239106 (Collected 

2016-01-26)
5 Lindström, Carola. Bostadsbristen hotar 

Umeås tillväxt. Fastighetsnytt Norr. 2014-

11-26. http://fastighetsnytt.se/2014/11/

bostadsbristen-hotar-umeas-tillvaxt/ (Collect-

ed 1016-01-26)

THE IMPORTANCE OF MORE STUDENT HOUSING

From the practical facts to the psychological effects of 
the shortage of student housing – How does the diffi-
culty of finding an accommodation affect the student?

Imagining getting into the dream education, maybe 
the program you been applying for many years, and 
discover that you can not, in any way, find an accom-
modation in the city you were accepted in. Would you 
live on someone’s couch until you acquire your own 
place or would you even consider moving to another 
city (if that would be an option)?

A survey done in the autumn semester of 2014 shows 
that almost every third student without a first hand con-
tract has thought about quitting their studies. In the sur-
vey 650 students where asked and every fourth student 
in semester one and two lived temporary.

Andreas Fällström, prorector at Umeå University, says 
that this is very serious and says that they do not know 
how many who do not even move here because they 
can not find an accommodation. 

“We know how important that the first weeks of 
the studies are and if you at the same time have 
an anxiety of were you going to live tomorrow, 
the next week or next month it is clear that the 
studies are affected negatively. When you get 
a bad start on the studies the first semester it 

stays a long time. It affects first and foremost the 
individual but also the whole university.”4

Marcus Lagerbrant, Umeå Medicinska Studentkår, ar-
gue that it is a serious issue. Many students are forced 
to accept temporary living situations, which is not good 
for the student’s study result, health or wallet. The inse-
curity about the living situation makes many accepted 
student decline their study place.5

THE PSYCHOLOGICAL EFFECTS 

SOURCES
1 Studentbostadsföretagen och Stockhol-

ms studentbostäder. Studentbostäder, en 

förutsättning för tillväxt. Pdf, (Collected 

2015-06-16). 
2 Ibid.
3 Ibid.

STUDENT HOUSING – A CONDITION FOR 
ECONOMIC GROWTH
In resemblance to the consequences of the housing 
shortage in general brought up on page xx, the lack 
of housing cost the society a lot of money. Student-
bostadsföretagen has together with Stockholms stu-
dentbostäder made a report that student housing is a 
condition for economic growth. In the report they have 
together with the analyst company Tyréns calculated 
on what a student really is worth for the municipality 
and region as a whole already during the studies.

In Sweden about 20 000 student housing units are 
lacking and 8 000-10 000 in the Stockholm region. 
The report clearly shows that the 80 000 students in 
the Stockholm region are an important economic asset 
and affect the growth and development positively. 
By consumption and income, the higher education 
institutions receive for each student together contribute 
with 6.1-6.9 billion SEK every year to the Stock-
holm region gross regional product. The figures are 
probably low counted but correspond to at least 78 
000-88 000 SEK per student and year.

The students contribute to increase the attraction 
power for the region which result to that about 1 
000 more people move in every year. Their present 
creates about 18 000 work opportunities. During 
the studies 43% of the students also works part time 

which equals to 32 000 work opportunities they 
staff themselves. The municipal tax equation system 
even out the differences in tax income and municipal 
incomes between the municipalities in Sweden. This 
mean that a municipality with low income earners, 
such as students, receive money in the system while 
more high income municipalities give away money. 
The university is primarily financed by governmental 
appropriations. The schools receive money in relation 
to the number of students and their study result along 
with research. 

Of course every aspect mentioned above is depend-
ed on that the students actually move and are present 
in the region. If student choose another city to study 
in this result in a potential billion loss every year for 
Stockholm or an opportunity to increase their income 
with the same amount if they enable for more students 
to come to Stockholm by building more student hous-
ing. The effects are similar in other big city regions, 
and possibly even larger in smaller cities where the 
students make up a larger part of the population.

The meaning of student housing is in a wider perspec-
tive far more than just accommodate students. Student 
housing enable higher education along with condition 
for economic growth. Therefore, every investment in 
student housing is an investment in economic growth.1

MORE STUDY PLACES
That demand for student housing 
should decrease the coming years 
is unlikely. The government want 
to increase the number of study 
places by 14 00 the coming 
three years – the need for even 
more student housing will therefore 
increase!2

EDUCATED INHABITANTS
Student housing enables higher 
education which of course is im-
portant. Research show that a bad 
teacher or a poor course a student 
can forgive, while a crappy 
residence affects the whole study 
experience negatively.3
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THE ARCHITECTURAL ASPECTS 

One aim with the project is to rethink student housing. 
Rethinking is a verb where you simply could say think 
better of the subject – see it in a new light. But before 
rethinking something it is important to make an analysis 
of how it is today; How is the current student housing 
built up? What is good and what could be improved?

CASE STUDIES & HOUSING CONCEPTS
There are some great examples of student housing built 
but, not so many examples in Sweden and none in 
Umeå. 

47% of people between 18-35 years 
old living in stockholm today wants 
to live in a collective with their own 
friends or with others today or in the 

future...
/Fastighetsägarna Stockholm

...But, only 3% of the same group 
of people actually live together with 

others.

You can save up to 1 000 kr a 
month/person if you live in a collec-

tive with four people.
/Konsumentverket

You can save about 1 500 kr a 
month/person if you live in one of 

Kombo’s apartments.
/Utopia

Bikuben kollegiet, Copenhagen, Denmark 
(2006) – Lundgaard & Tranberg

Titgienkollegiet, Copenhagen, Denmark 
(2006) – Aart Architects

Fondation Suisse, Paris, France (1933)
– Le Corbusier & Pierre Jeanneret

EXAMPLES OF TYPICAL STUDENT HOUSING
As mentioned earlier, the student housing in Sweden 
can today be divided into three different types of ac-
commodation: the single (small) apartment, the shared 
apartment and the single room in a corridor. 

All of them deals in some way with compact living, 
but the first example, the single apartment, deal with 
compact living with all functions in one place. Lately, 
a common construction method for single apartments 
is prefabricated modules stacked in a row on and top 
of each other.

The last two types deal with two different way of living 
collectively, “arranged” completely collective and the 
“unarranged” semi-collective. The shared apartment is 
the arranged completely collective. In that type some-
one alone is standing on the contract and together with 
friends or ads find room mates. Unfortunately, these 
apartments are often adjusted to a family rather and 
a group of friends in a collective since the rooms are 
not equally large. The single room in a corridor is the 
unarranged semi-collective. It referrers to that students 
do not chose who they are going to share kitchen and 
common spaces with in the corridor with but on the oth-
er hand they also have their own private space/ room. 

On the following page there are some basic facts, pho-
tos and drawings about the different types from Umeå.
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DIFFERENT TYPES OF STUDENT HOUSING – SINGLE APARTMENT
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FORM OF HOUSING: Student apartment with own entrance from a bal-
cony, a kitchen and a bathroom. The buildings are built up by modules 
stacked in a row and three on top of each other. At Tvistevägen there 
are right now 432 student apartments with temporary permit but they are 
planning to make them permanent as well as build more, see future plans 
above. No queue-time needed.
SIZE: 25 m2

COST: Around 3886 SEK, 11 months/year  (not okey according to SFS’s 
standard)
FURNISHED: No
LOCATION: Tvistevägen 1-11, 960 meters to Umeå University Campus 
and 2 400 meters to Umeå Arts Campus
BUILT: 2006
RENT FIRM: Balticgruppen 

1:100
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DIFFERENT TYPES OF STUDENT HOUSING – SHARED APARTMENT
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 Form of housing: Student apartment with four rooms suitable for up to three people. Since it is 
a rent contract one person of the people living there needs to stand on the contract. Bostaden 
has 2138 student apartments, 514 single rooms, 1086 two rooms, 466 three rooms and 
72 four rooms.
Size: 80,9 m2

Furnished: No
Cost: Around 6000 SEK =2000 SEK/person,
12 months/year (accepted according to SFS’s standard)
Location: Stipendiegränd 2J, 1 740 meters to Umeå university and 2 900 meters to Umeå 
arts campus
Built:1969
Rent firm: Bostaden

1:100
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DIFFERENT TYPES OF STUDENT HOUSING – SHINGLE ROOM IN A CORRIDOR
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FORM OF HOUSING: Single student room in a corridor with an own bathroom with shower 
and shared common space and kitchen. The corridor is usually shared with 4 to 12 persons. 
Once a week the corridor and the common spaces are cleaned by a cleaning company, the 
ones living there should take care of the garbage, dishes and of course clean up after them-
selves.
SIZE: Around 20 m2

FURNISHED: Yes
COST: 2500-3000 SEK, 10 months/year (okey according to SFS’s standard)
LOCATION: Pedagogränd 9a, 1240 meters to Umeå University Campus and 2400 meters to 
Umeå Arts Campus
BUILT: 1967
RENT FIRM: Bostaden
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INTRODUCTION UMEÅ

Campus
Student housing
Blå vägen and Botniabanan
Centrumfyrkanten (the city center)
Big supermarkets
Small supermarkets
Train station
Regional bus station
City buses main station (Vasaplan
and Norrlands Universitetssjukhus)

With its 120 777 inhabitants, Umeå municipality is 
Sweden’s eleventh and Norrland's largest municipal-
ity.1 It is situated by Umeälven, about 15 kilometers 
from Bottenhavets kust. 

In 1888 a gigantic fire destroyed large areas of Umeå. 
When the city was rebuilt large esplanades were built 
as fire protection. Many birches were planted along 
the sides to stop fire from spreading house to house. 
Umeå is since often called “the city of birches”.2

The map to the right shows the existing student hous-
ing which is placed in the eastern outskirts of Umeå, 
spread around the main campus. It also shows all the 
supermarkets, from the big to the small ones, which 
build up centers or nodes in the surrounding commu-
nities.

1Ekonomifakta
2Umeå kommun

UMEÅ

UMEÅ
MUNICIPALITY

EXPLANATIONS TO RIGHT MAP

1:40 000
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UMEÅ UNIVERSITY
Umeå University is the fifth largest university in Sweden with 
about 34 000 students, 1 300 postgraduate students and 2 
100 scientists and teachers. The university in Umeå is divided 
between three campuses: Campus Umeå, The Arts Campus 
and Swedish University of Agricultural sciences. The school also 
run education in Skellefteå, Örnsköldsvik, Lycksele, Kiruna and 
other cities. There are 153 programs whereof 37 are master 
programs and the total amount of courses are 2 400.

UMEÅ AS A “UNIVERSITY CITY”
In 2006 Umeå University got the price as the best student city 
in Sweden. Umeå is a typical “university city” where a large 
majority of the population is student. The student housing how-
ever is quite segregated and the student life is distanced from 
the city center.

Since the university was inaugurated in 1965 the population 
has twofold increased and the companies more than six fold. 
The moved in are 54% of the population and the average age 
is 38 years old, which is several years younger than the national 
average. There is no doubt that the university is a huge part of 
both Umeå’s economic growth and population. 

Umeå municipality are aiming to increase the inhabitants to 
150 000 by 2050. To reach their massive goal of increased 
inhabitants one aim is to make more students stay in Umeå after 
their studies.

UMEÅ UNIVERSITY

1960

2012

1965

2013

1985

55 YEARS TIMELINE
1960 - Before Umeå University was built
1965 - Umeå University was inaugurated, building for 
physiology and botany has been built
1985 - Ub, Samhällsvetarhuset, Humanisthuset and 
Universum has been built

2012 - The official inauguration of Umeå Arts campus
2013 - Umeå University 

HISTORY OF UMEÅ UNIVERSITY

TOP IMAGE
The Arts Campus, rendering of the project

BOTTOM IMAGE
Umeå Campus

SOURCES

http://www.umu.se/om-universitetet/

umea-stad/

SOURCES

First row of pictures by Vertex.

Second row of pictures by Mikael 
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FIGURES
In the whole municipality of Umeå 
120 777 people lives (2014)1 
whereof 31 506 are students at 
Umeå university, 26 percent of the 
population are therefore students. 

Today there are 3 183 single 
rooms in a corridor and 2 570 
student apartments in Umeå. Of 
them a private housing company 
Balticgruppen rents out 432 apart-
ments the rest is rented out by the 
municipality owned housing com-
pany Bostaden. Of their in total 15 
400 apartments 5 316 are student 
housing.

By dividing the amount of students 
with the amount of student housing 
it means that there are only 0.18 
student accommodations per stu-
dent. By stating this it means that 
every fourth inhabitant in the whole 
municipality, is a student, which 
builds up a huge part of the Umeå 
population, but only one of five stu-
dents can acquire a student hous-
ing.

0.18

POPULATION & THE AMOUT OF STUDENT HOUSING

120 777 CITIZENS
IN UMEÅ MUNICIPALITY

31 506 STUDENTS AT
UMEÅ UNIVERSITY (2014)

26% STUDENTS

3 183 STUDENT
DORM ROOMS

2 570 STUDENT
APARTMENTS

STUDENT ACCOMMODA-
TION PER STUDENT

ONLY EVERY FIFTH STUDENT 
CAN ACQUIRE A STUDENT 

ACCOMMODATION
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 ÅLIDHÖJD

 ÅLIDHÖJD
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STUDENT HOUSING QUEUING-STATISTICS

QUEUING TIME
The diagram shows the average 
student housing queue-statistics over 
the last twelve months, the data was 
collected in October 2015. Ten-
dencies show that in the beginning 
of the semester the queuing time 
is much longer to become shorter 
when the semester progresses.  

SOURCES
1 Ekonomifakta, Umeå. 2014. http://www.

ekonomifakta.se/Fakta/Regional-statistik/

Din-kommun-i-siffror/?compare=1&re-

gion=2480 (Collected 2016-02-03) 
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THE LACK OF STUDENT HOUSING

STUDENT HOUSING REPORT
"The situation in Umeå is about as strained as 
last year. It takes more than a year of waiting 
list points to get an accommodation in the be-
ginning of the semester. However, the queuing 
time is falling during the semester. Those who 
were late could probably find a home during 
the spring semester. The municipality has a 
“roof-over-head guarantee” that the student 
union helps to meet. The student Union conveys 
emergency housing and has some own rooms 
that they rent out. The union register that most 
students initially rent housing in second or third 
hand. The housing corporation that has the most 
student housing underlines that there is a bal-
ance between supply and demand during the 
spring term. However, for the entire year there 
is an imbalance, to the housing applicant stu-
dent's disadvantage. There is no guarantee to 
housing in Umeå, but there is, as mentioned, a 
roof-over-head guarantee."

/Umeå Studentkår and Bostaden 1

THE CURRENT SITUATION
Judging by the numbers on the previous pages, there is 
far from enough student housing in Umeå. Umeå is one 
of the twelve cities in SFS's housing report that do not 
fulfill their requirements for a secure accommodation, 
see p.25-26.

There was an acute housing shortage in the beginning 
of the autumn semester of 2015 in Umeå according to 
many sources, for example Sweden’s Television (SVT), 
Swedish radio (Sveriges radio), the newspapers Hem 
och Hyra and Fastighetsnytt.

It is not a surprise that between August and Septem-
ber is the period when it is by far the hardest time to 
find an accommodation in Umeå since about 4 000 
new students move to Umeå. Of them, about a quarter 
come from the county, Västerbotten, the rest move in 
from other parts of Sweden and other countries. So 
many students do not have any connections to Umeå, 
relatives etcetera that they can stay with in worst case 
scenario.2

EMERGENCY HOUSING
At least a year queuing time was needed to receive a 
student accommodation in the beginning of the autumn 
semester last year. Judging by the large amount of peo-
ple standing in the queue to the emergency housing 
in Umeå the first months many people did not have 
enough queuing time, see also the previous page for 
the average queuing time over the last twelve months. 
By estimate they had around 500-1 000 people which 
during the first months of the semester was in need of 
acute rooms. Worth mentioning is that the emergency 
housing agency in Umeå is one of the last ways out 
to acquire a student housing – and today it is gone.3

SOURCES
1 SFS bostadsrapport 2015, p.4
2 Strömberg, Lillemor. Studenter överväger att 

lämna bostadsbristens Umeå. Sveriges Ra-

dio, P4 Västerbotten. 2015-08-25. http://

sverigesradio.se/sida/artikel.aspx?pro-

gramid=109&artikel=6239106 (Collected 

2016-01-26)
3 Hoglersson, Josefine. Akut bostadsbrist 

inför terminsstart. SVT Nyheter Västerbotten. 

2015-08-18. http://www.svt.se/nyheter/

regionalt/vasterbotten/akut-bostadsbrist-in-

for-terminsstart (Collected 2016-01-26)
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CAUSES & CONSEQUENCES IN THE CASE OF UMEÅ

The causes and consequences for the shortage in stu-
dent housing is similar to what previously has been writ-
ten as the problem in Sweden as a whole and student 
housing in particular, see pages 17-19 and 28-31. 
This is a bit of a repetition but with more specific ex-
amples.

HOUSING SHORTAGE IN GENERAL
Ann-Sofi Tapani, VD at Bostaden says to Fastighetsnytt 
Norr that there is both a housing shortage of ordinary 
apartments and student accommodations. Since less 
students can acquire an ordinary apartment, higher 
pressure is put on the student housing market.

LARGE GROUP OF YOUTHS
Local government commissioner Anders Ågren claims 
that the basic problem is that the batch of youths be-
tween 19 and 24, the years where one often acquire 
the first accommodation, has been extremely large the 
last couple of years.

INCREASING POPULATION
Both the new accepted student and the inhabitants in 
Umeå has decreased…

HAS NOT BUILT ENOUGH THE LAST COUPLE 
OF YEARS
… at the same time as the construction of both housing 
and student housing has been to low in Umeå.

PROBLEMS ON A NATIONAL LEVEL
Ågren also claims that the problem is on a national 
level where the legislation and rules needs to change. 
He wants to change the noise-rules so one can build 
single apartments and student rooms central in the cit-
ies, without a demand for a quite side. It should also 
cost to reverse detail plans and building permissions so 
that the reverses who only wants to delay and draw out 
the processes disappears.

Tapani also sees the long planning processes as a 
problem where detail plans that not go through have 
been causing issues during four to five years 

AFFECTS THE ECONOMIC GROWTH
As mentioned earlier in part xx and xx, nationally there 
have been warnings claiming that the housing shortage 
treats the economic growth this is again confirmed by 
Åsa Ögren, chairman in the building committee:

“The problem with the housing shortage is seri-
ous since it affects Umeå’s growth and therefore 
the whole county’s development. The business 
world gets problem with recruiting people to 
move here. Students that wants to stay after their 
studies maybe choses another city. This also risk 
to affect the municipalities economy negatively 
since taxes are lose.”

DISCUSSION: WHO IS RESPONSIBLE?
Umeå’s student organizations find that the municipality 
has the biggest responsibility for the housing shortage, 
Wilmer Prentius:

“The municipality of Umeå blame the state, the 
construction companies and EU. The question 
often comes down to building technology, but 
somewhere the society take their responsibility 
and decided how their want their/our member 
of the society to live. In the end its about that the 
municipality of Umeå carries the main responsi-
bility for the citizens in the municipality to have 
an accommodation.”

SOURCES

Olofsson, Irma, Umeå studentkår. Finnes: 

Bostadsbrist i Umeå., Folkbladet. 2012-09-

14. http://www.folkbladet.nu/326196/

finnes-bostadsbrist-i-umea (Collected 1016-

01-26)

SOURCES

Lindström, Carola. Bostadsbristen hotar 

Umeås tillväxt. Fastighetsnytt Norr. 2014-

11-26. http://fastighetsnytt.se/2014/11/

bostadsbristen-hotar-umeas-tillvaxt/ (Collect-

ed 1016-01-26)

“IS THERE SHORTAGE IN 

SOMETHING THE LOGIC 

REASON SHOULD BE TO 

PRODUCE MORE.” 

/Irma Olofsson, Umeå studentkår
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ONGOING & FUTURE PLANS OF STUDENT HOUSING 

Except for Balticgruppen's modular apartments built 
in 2006 no student housing has been built in Umeå 
since Ålidhem and Mariehem was built during the 
Million Programme. The students live in a great extent 
in normal rented apartments and we have not build 
any special student apartments since the government 
subvention for those disappear, says Ann-Sofi Tapani, 
VD at Bostaden.1

Recently some plans have been published, official 
and unofficial, and some new student apartments 
has started to be built. Even though they are planning 
and building new there are not enough to meet the 
demand.

280 NEW SINGLE STUDENT APARTMENTS 
AT LILJANSBERGET
The project is estimated to be done in the autumn of 
2016. It is designed by Erik Wijkmark and Reflex 
Arkitekter for Svenska Studethus AB. The buildings are 
built according to the company's new production con-
cept for student housing called Student21an. Akade-
miska hus and Umeå university has a goal to build 
750 new student housing units near the main campus 
so 470 is left to be built.

800 - 1 000 NEW SMALL APARTMENTS AT 
TVISTEVÄGEN
Balticgruppen and Wallenberg Foundation are plan-
ning to build 800-1000 small apartments not only 
aimed for students. Besides concentrate the area, 
the detail plan also considers widen one of Umeå's 
most travelled walk- and bicycle-paths Ho Chi Min to 
nine meters. The detail plan is out on consultation until 
the17th of November and it is presumed to be admit-
ted the first quarter of 2016.

SOURCES

1 Armstrong, Filippa. Bostadsbrist tvingar 

färdiga studenter bo kvar i studentrum. 

Sveriges radio, P4 Västerbotten. 2013-02-

16. http://sverigesradio.se/sida/artikel.

aspx?programid=109&artikel=5445498 

(Collected 1016-01-26)
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1. HAMRINSBERGET

2. BY ÖSTRA STATION

3. BY THE ARTS CAMPUS

4. LILJANSBERGET

5. SOUTH OF ÅLIDHEM

6. ÖN

PROCESS – LOCATING SITES FOR STUDENT HOUSING & RELATING FUNCTIONS

|  Urban analysis & strategies

SWOT-ANALYSIS

Good location, topography 
difference, views and beuatiful 
nature

Good location, lots of pedes-
trian, bicycles and cars passes 
every day

Close to the main campus, 
nature and IKSU

Close to the city center and the 
Arts campus

Close to existing student hous-
ing, nature

Nature

Beuatiful green areas can dissa-
pear

Noise

The site is already under construc-
tion for a new school and student 
housing

Expensive and attractive site

Noise

Out of context to the student life

Integrate nature and views

Integrate infrastructure and 
possibiliites to work with other 
public functions

Integrate with new student 
housing

Build on both land and water

Create new student housing 
within the existing

Large area

It is a very attractive site and the 
municipality has future plans to 
exploit it

Infrastructure

Plans are already in construction 
phase

Future plans

The million program nearby

The plans of the municipality

1.

2.

3.

4.

5.

6.

STRENGHTS No WEKNESSES OPPORTUNITIES THREATS

Urban analysis & strategies  |
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UNCLEAR PLANS FOR THE AREA

?
When passing the area it seams like a no man’s land 
that just became what it is due to the infrastructural 
investments; the heavy road Blå vägen, the railway 
Botniabanan, the car bridge Sjukhusbacken and the 
bicyle bridge Svingen. 

In the comprehensive plan the municipality has only 
published a small illustration of “Öbacka torg” (“Öbac-
ka square”). It’s essentially show that this could be a 
second, smaller, center in Umeå. According to… Bal-
ticgruppen has got a land assignment (landanvisning) 
which can be seen as a preemption (förköpsrätt). In 
an article published in… they say that their aim is to 
build offices, commerce, small rented apartments and 
parking. But no more has been published since and no 
detail plan is set yet. 

Not done...

|  Urban analysis & strategies Urban analysis & strategies  |
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UMEÅ CITY

Campus
Student housing
Blå vägen and Botniabanan
Centrumfyrkanten (the city center)
1 kilometers radius from the site
3 kilometers radius from the site
Big supermarkets
Small supermarkets
Train station
Regional bus station
City buses main station (Vasaplan 
and Norrlands universitetssjukhus) 1:20 000
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THE AREA – ÖST PÅ STAN

|  Urban analysis & strategies

THE SITE & SURROUNDING BLOCKS – BY UMEÅ ÖSTRA

Urban analysis & strategies  |
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HISTORY OF THE AREA

THE ORIGINAL MASTER PLAN
The original city plan from 1898, yellow-brown map, 
builds up a big part of Öst på stan. But in the middle 
of the area the grid takes an abrupt end when the area 
is getting narrower and turns to fit in relation to the 
railway and Blå vägen.
 

|  Urban analysis & strategies

THE DEVELOPMENT OF THE SITE & SURROUNDING BLOCKS

1999

2009

2004

2012

2006

2014

15 YEARS TIMELINE
Svingen, a bicycle and pedestrian bridge, was built in 
1999 to connect over the heavily travelled road Blå vä-
gen and the railway, Botniabanan, which began con-
struction the same year. In 2004 the road connecting 
from the eastern parts of the city went directly from the 
hospital. Two years later this connection was moved to 

the north when Sjukhusbacken was built. The plan was 
to create space for the new train station Östra station 
which started to be built 2009 at the same time as 
Öbacka Strand, a quite expensive housing area. Two 
years ago, 2014, Öbacka strand was almost done 
and a huge area, with voids and an over-dimensioned 
parking lot is still left undeveloped.

Reprinted by permission. Photon by Umeå 

kommun Flygfotografering/snedbilder. 

(http://snedbilder.net.umea.se/om.aspx)

Urban analysis & strategies  |
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ANALYSIS OF THE AREA AROUND THE SITE

HYDROGRAPHY

ORTHOPHOTOGRAPHY TOPOGRAPHY

ANALYZING ISOMETRICS
Here are some analyses of the site 
and the surrounding blocks. The first 
shows just the orthophotography, 
a satellite picture of the area. The 
second shows the hydrography, the 
main water source is Umeälven, 
the river, and there is also a small 
watercourse by the site. The third 
shows the topography, it becomes 
steeper and steeper towards Ham-
rinsberget. The fifth shows the exist-
ing built structures. The final three 
show the infrastructure.

|  Urban analysis & strategies

TRAFFIC ROADSINFRASTRUCTURE

EXISTING BUILT STRUCTURES PEDESTRIAN & BICYCLE PATHS

Urban analysis & strategies  |
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PANORAMA – "NO MAN'S LAND"
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PANORAMA – "THE INTERMEDIATE JUNK SPACE"
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AIMS FOR THE AREA AS A WHOLE

CREATE A PUBLIC CENTER
AT ÖST PÅ STAN
When going to the city center from the 
eastern parts of the city, where all the 
student housing is located, Öst på stan 
mainly works as a transition zone, espe-
cially when walking or going by bike. 
There are few public functions here to 
make people stay.

The first aim is to give Öst på stan a central 
node to attract people and give the area need-
ed public functions such as a supermarket. 

|  Urban analysis & strategies

BRIDGE THE TWO CAMPUSES
Today, Umeå University is divided be-
tween two campuses, the main campus 
from 1965 to the east and the newly 
built Arts Campus to the west. There is al-
most no interaction between the two. As 
mentioned before, the student housing is 
also placed in the suburbs and around 
the main campus.

The site is placed in between so the 
second aim is to “bridge” these two 
campuses by creating space on the site 
placed in between them where they 
could interact, study, meet and perhaps 
arrange some pubs together.  

Urban analysis & strategies  |
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?

REVIVE THE AREA
Today there is a barrier between the hospital- and uni-
versity areas and the rest of the city due to the heav-
ily travelled road, Blå vägen and the railway, Botnia-
banan, cutting through the city. The site is placed just 
by this barrier.

The third aim is to revive this area by integrate afford-
able student housing along with public functions with 
the urban fabric, make them inhabitants of the central 
parts of Umeå close to both campuses, not just segre-
gated in the suburbs.

This barrier has some good connections over it, but the 
barrier could be even more blurred by creating a lively 
used area and work with the formation of the building 
to optimize and use the junk and left over spaces, espe-
cially between and under the two bridges.

URBAN ISSUES & STRATEGIES
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?
CONNECT WITH THE EXISTING
INFRASTRUCTURE TO CREATE NEW ONES
A gap in the city and a transition zone has been creat-
ed to connect these areas. Svingen was built in 1999 
and Sjukhusbron was moved from Akutvägen to its cur-
rent location 2004.

The fourth aim is to rethink the infrastructural urbanism 
here, make it more than just a transition zone, concen-
trate the area and integrate the buildings and connect 
with the existing infrastructure.

Except for the two bridges, to pass Blå vägen and the 
railway there is a tunnel for those coming from Ber-
ghem and one could also pass through the train station 
Umeå Östra during opening hours.

Connecting the project with Svingen felt important. By 
connecting to Svingen it also opens up opportunities to 
connect down to the site and the area around which 
today cannot be reached without taking a detour.

URBAN ISSUES & STRATEGIES
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USE THE TOPOGRAPHICAL DIFFERENCE
The two bridges, the bicycle bridge Svingen and the 
vehicle bridge Sjukhusbacken, was not only built due 
to the heavy traffic but also due to the topographical 
difference around the site.

The fifth aim is to work with the topographical differ-
ence to its advantage, use it to work with the height of 
the buildings and to be able to create sight-lines.

The project is a huge complex but behind the site the 
hill Hamrinsberget gives opportunities to build rather 
high without interfering with the surrounding and possi-
ble future plans. 

The newly built housing area Öbacka strand blocks a 
lot of the view towards the river except for some corri-
dors inbetween the buildings. The block further down 
from the site is a quite low area so the project will have 
a good view towards the river from the square connect-
ing from Svingen and up.

URBAN ISSUES & STRATEGIES
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MEAN DAY NOISE 
VALUE FROM 
ROADS
(2011)

MEAN DAY
NOISE VALUE FROM 
THE RAILWAY (2011)

HOW TO DEAL WITH THE NOISE
Today there are a lot of noise around the site from 
traffic, ambulances, trains and sometimes emergency 
helicopters. 

The sixth aim is to work with the noise, infrastructure 
and the topography in relation to the private and the 
public spaces within the project.

According to the parliament these are the guideline 
values for road traffic: 30 dBA equivalent noise level 
indoors, 45 dBA maximum level indoors nighttime, 55 
dBA equivalent noise level outdoors by the facade and 
70 dBA maximum level by patio in connection to the 
dwelling.

The buildings within the project are placed so that 
they form semi-closed courtyards to protect the outdoor 
space from noise. The buildings towards the main in-
frastructure are higher to create a sound barrier. The 
public parts are also placed in relation to the nosier 
bridges for accessibility.

Equivalent noise level 
Blue: 75-80

Violet: 70-75
Red: 65-70

Orange: 60-65
Yellow:50-60
Green: 50-55

Light blue: <55

URBAN ISSUES & STRATEGIES
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A TRIGGER – THE FIRST
PHASE TO DEVELOP THE AREA
When one arrives to the train station Umeå Östra to-
day the first thing one enter is a huge, quite empty, 
parking lot placed out of context to the rest of the city.

The site is closely connected to public transport that 
travels everywhere in Umeå, Norrland and a departure 
point out in Sweden and the whole world.

The sixth aim is to give Umeå Östra a welcoming and 
active area for people arriving as well as the everyday 
people living, working, spending time and passing by 
the area.

The empty area is huge. The project is situated in the 
northern part of it; north of Svingen and in between 
Svingen and Sjukhusbacken, most closely connected to 
were most people pass everyday. It is as a first phase 
in the building process to trigger the whole area.

?
UMEÅ ÖSTRA

Örnsköldsvik
Härnösand

Sundsvall
Stockholm

Vasaplan-Umedalen

Ålidhem-Carlslid-StrömpilenLycksele
Vännes

Östersund

Skellefteå
Pitea
Luleå

Vasaplan-Haga-Ersmark

Ålidhem-Carlshem

Vasaplan-Teg-Böleäng-Röbäck

Ålidhem-Carlshöjd

Vasaplan-Söderslätt-Teg-Böleäng-Röbäck

Ö.Ersboda-Mariehem

Vasaplan-Ersboda Handelsområde-Ö.Ersboda

Ålidhem-Tomtebo

Arvidsjaour

URBAN ISSUES & STRATEGIES
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WINTER

SUMMER 

HOW TO DEAL WITH THE WIND
During the winter, the wind mainly comes from the 
north-east and in the summer mostly from the south. The 
project has the public part blocking from south and 
from the north-east the building itself is protecting the 
more enclosed courtyards from the wind.

URBAN ISSUES & STRATEGIES
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HOW TO DEAL WITH THE SUN & SHADOWS
The plans show the shadows during the summer sol-
stice throughout the day. During the morning the middle 
courtyard catches light and during lunch and the af-
ternoon the other courtyard and the rest of the build-
ing gets sun. The buildings are also lower towards the 
south to take advantage of passive solar.

URBAN ISSUES & STRATEGIES
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CHAPTER 5
DESIGN PROPOSAL
In the previous chapter the urban analysis and strate-
gies was presented to get an overview of what con-
text the project is placed in and what it would to on 
the urban scale. In this chapter, the design proposal is 
presented in detail to show how the project work and 
look spatially.
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CIRCULATION OFTEN SHARED WITH TWO 
CORRIDORS PER FLOOR

"THE THREE WING CONCEPT"C
O
N
C
E
P
T

T
O
D
A
Y

After mapping student housing areas today a conclu-
sion that can be drawn is that most student housing 
buildings is built up around a circulation core in the 
middle that is shared with two corridors per floor.

My concept is a three wing principle, where the build-
ing core is connecting to three wings per floor and the 
core also connect vertically through the whole building.

ACCESSIBILITY WITHIN THE BUILDING

|  Design proposal

NO RELATION WITH OTHER BUILDINGS    
     STUDENTS CAN BECOME ISOLATED IN 
THEIR OWN CORRIDOR OR APARTMENT

"INDOOR STREET" WITH ADDITIONAL VER-
TICAL TOWERS – INTERCONNECTING ALL 
BUILDINGS, MORE SOCIAL INTERACTION 
AS WELL AS POSSIBILITIES TO SHARE SPACE 
& RESOURCES WITH EVERYBODY

ORGANIZATION OF THE BUILDINGS

There is no relation with other buildings. Unless one 
knows someone one does not spontaneously interact 
with other students. This leads to that students can be-
come isolated in their own corridor or apartment, es-
pecially if the student does not prefer to study at the 
campus.

In this project all buildings are interconnected horizon-
tally by an “indoor street” and vertically with the cores 
in the center of each building. Along this paths, the aim 
is to create more interaction with other students, share 
spaces and resources.

Design proposal  |
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GROUND FLOOR – PUBLIC FUNCTIONS

|  Design proposal Design proposal  |
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FLOOR 1 – "LIVING WINGS"

|  Design proposal Design proposal  |

1:500N
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FLOOR 3 – "HORIZONTAL INDOOR STREET"

|  Design proposal Design proposal  |

1:500N
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THE “THREE WING CONCEPT” – THE CONCEPT OF EACH BUILDING

Before deciding on the “three wing 
concept” other ideas was tested. 
For instance, one concept with four 
wings connecting to one circulation 
core. That idea was left out due to 
that the middle core became too 
large and only long narrow rows of 
rooms for the wings.

With the final concept, “the three 
wing principle”, each wing is 90 
degrees plus 30 degrees, so 120 
degrees in total. This means it is 
getting wider the further out from 
the wing so the spaces open up to 
the surrounding. 

120o

EXPLODED AXONOMETRIC

The exploded axonometric shows how 
the different parts of the project inter-
connect to each other. The parts on the 
site are mostly public functions such as 
a gym, incubators, studios, gallery, 
shops and the building to the left is a 
slightly larger proposed public center 
with place for a supermarket and other 
commercial spaces. The towers con-
nect vertically through the buildings. 
On the third floor, as mentioned, the in-
door street connects horizontally. One 
could enter directly from the bicycle 
bridge Svingen or from ground floor 
through the towers. It provides shared 
spaces both for the ones living there 
and for the public.

|  Design proposal Design proposal  |
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THE HORIZONTAL INDOOR STREET

As mentioned earlier, on floor three all buildings are 
interconnected by the “indoor street” going through all 
the cores. The indoor street is also connecting to the 
bicycle bridge Svingen and the public center.

Along the indoor street there are spaces and resources 
that could be shared for social, practical and sustain-
able reasons. Some examples: workshop, study plac-
es, a computer lab, space to arrange parties/events, 
social activities, physical activities, storage, auditorium 
and winter garden connecting to a café.

THE VERTICAL BUILDING CORES

There are three towers interconnecting vertically in 
each of the three buildings. The first purpose with them 
is circulation vertically by an elevator and stairs. Each 
unit in the tower, the core of the building, also works as 
a shared resource for the floor with laundry rooms but 
also as a common living room – the stairwell is not just 
a stairwell anymore.

|  Design proposal Design proposal  |
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SINGLE ROOM IN A CORRIDOR TODAY – CALCULATIONS PRIVATE VS COMMON

1:125

EXAMPLE 1: PEDAGOGRÄND

EXAMPLE 2: FYSIKGRÄND

|  Design proposal

CALCULATION EXAMPLE 1
Common shared spaces
(stairwell, elevator, laundry room, corridor, 
kitchen and common space)
=170 m2

Private spaces
(single rooms with own bathroom)
9 single rooms x (about) 20 m2 x 2 corridors 
= 340 m2

170 m2/340 m2= 0,5

CALCULATION EXAMPLE 2
Common shared spaces
(stairwell, elevator, laundry room, corridor, 
kitchen and common space)
=130 m2

Private spaces
(single rooms with own bathroom)
13 single rooms x (about) 20 m2
= 260 m2

130 m2/260 m2= 0,5

DESCRIPTION & CONCLUDING REMARKS
Looking into typical single rooms in corridors in more 
detail, here are two calculation examples where the 
relation between the common space and private space 
is calculated. In both examples the common space is 
precisely 50% of the total amount of the private space.

This seems like a reasonable frame to relate to but the 
distribution could be divided differently – more space 
for the spaces with qualities such as common space 
and kitchen, and less space for circulation and corri-
dors. 
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THE COMMON SPACES MAKE UP

OF THE THE PRIVATE SPACES

50%
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LONG NARROW CORRIDORS,

NARROW & UNSPATIAL COMMON SPACES... 

The single room in a corridor, often referred as corri-
dor-living, is built up around a long narrow and unused 
corridor creating long distances to the kitchen and com-
mon space, which often are narrow with no spatial 
qualities.  

... WITH LONG TRAVEL DISTANCES TO

T O D A Y

SPATIAL DISTRIBUTION IN "SINGLE ROOMS IN A CORRIDOR" TODAY

|  Design proposal

TAKE AWAY THE LONG CORIDORS,

CENTERILISED COMMON SPACES...

... WHERE THE TRAVEL DISTANCE CAN BE REDUCED

The spatial concept is to reduce the long corridors by 
creating a centralized common space with the rooms 
around like an “L”. By doing this the travel distance 
could be reduced.

C O N C E P T

SPATIAL CONCEPT – “THE COLLECTIVE LIVING WING”

Design proposal  |
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THE COLLECTIVE LIVING WINGSTHE WINGS – DIFFERENT TYPES OF DWELLING

THE COMMON SPACE
The common space is placed in close relation to all 
the single rooms which are placed like an “L” around 
it. The common space gets wider the further out in the 
wing. These wings are connected to another collective 
by a stair.

THE SINGLE ROOMS
The single rooms are designed to be easy to furnish 
with a small bathroom that is placed against another 
in the opposite single room. There are three types, one 
in wing number two which has its own bathroom, one 
along the long axis, the same against the short axis 
and one in the corner which is larger to fit a RWC as 
well as be disable adjusted. It could also be a double 
room. Today you can only live one in each room, some 
share even though it is illegal. 

The wings, three on each floor in the buildings, are 
built up by different types of student housing (except 
on floor three where the indoor street is). Each wing is 
further divided into different units that build up the dif-
ferent housing types and can be assembled differently 
depending on what kind of wing it builds up.

As seen in the architectural aspects on page 34-39, 
student housing today is divided in to three types: sin-
gle rooms with own toilet in a corridor with shared 
common space and kitchen, single or double apart-
ments and shared apartments, a collective where you 
share everything.

Each of these types is often placed in one single build-
ing. In this project all different types are mixed to create 
diversity. All parts are also interwoven with each other 
to create shared in between spaces through the vertical 
towers and the horizontal indoor street. 

|  Design proposal Design proposal  |
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SINGLE APARTMENT 

THE APARTMENT WINGS
The apartment wings is built up by four different units: 
one type for one person, one for two persons and two 
for a collective with four or six people.

The concept behind the surface is the more people, 
the more shared space, which means that less space 
is needed per person but in total you can use more 
space!

The apartments can be reached by an access balcony 
from the vertical towers. The access balcony is either 
placed towards north or east where the noise from the 
railway and heavily travelled road disturbs.

|  Design proposal

TWO ROOM APARTMENT
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APARTMENT FOR UP TO FOUR PEOPLE

|  Design proposal

APARTMENT FOR UP TO SIX PEOPLE

Design proposal  |
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THE DENSITY – THE AMOUNT OF STUDENTS PER SQUARE KILOMETER

ÅLIDHEM

|  Design proposal

Pedagogränd 5a
9 single rooms x 2 corridors x 4 floors

= 76 single rooms 
5 single apartment x 2 wings   
 = 10 single apartments
Pedagogränd 5b
7 single rooms x 2 corridors x 3 floors 

= 42 single rooms
Pedagogränd 3 g, h, j 
1 double apartment x 3 floors x 3 stairwells

= 9 double apartments
2 triple apartments x 3 floors x 3 stairwells  

=18 triple apartments

Total amount of housing units
76 + 10 + 42 + 9 + 18    

= 155 housing units

Total amount amount of student that can live here
(76 x1)+ (10x1) + (42x1) + (9x2) + (18x3)

= 200 students
The area
50 m x120 m      

= 6 000 m2

Population density
200 students/0,006 km2     

= 33 333 students/km2

CALCULATIONS IN A TYPICAL STUDENT AREA

DESCIPTION & CUNCLUDING REMARKS
Comparing a block with the approximate same size as 
my site, the density is 200 students per 600 square me-
ters, which means that the population density is about 
33 000 people per square kilometer.

But the question is if density is an important measure-
ment, it could be less dense or denser as long as the 
spatial qualities are better. In this project about 330 stu-
dents can in total live and the building also host space 
for the public. 

CALCULATIONS IN THE PROPOSED PROJECT
Single rooms
7x8+ 8x6 + 8x5 + 8x2 + 7x2= 171
One room apartment
1x7 + 1x7 + 1x5 + 1x4 = 23
Two rooms apartment
2x7 + 2x7 + 2x5 + 2x4 = 46
Four rooms apartment
4x3 + 4x4 = 28 
Six rooms apartment
6x5 + 6x5 = 60
Total amount of students              = 328 students

Population density
328 student/0,006 km2

=54 666 students/km2

328/200=1,64=164% more students 
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THE URBAN SPACE IN A TYPICAL STUDENT AREA

ISOLATED &
SEGREGATED AREAS
Zooming out to the urban space, student housing areas 
often becomes quite isolated since they are regularly 
situated in the suburbs of the city and are segregated. 
The largest student housing area in Umeå is Ålidhem, 

in English Ålid-home, but also known as “Ålidhood”. It 
is a typical million program district, functioning, but the 
urban space is quite unused. It is built up like a grid 
with many courtyards, only used during summer, when 
most students are gone.

SUMMER WINTER

|  Design proposal

INTERWOVEN WITH THE COMMUNITY
The concept of bringing in a hybridity with public func-
tions along with the placement of the project allow the 
project to interconnect with the community and provide 
spaces for the public. Except for the previously men-
tioned public functions on the ground floor, in the public 
center and along the indoor street the roof also 

provides spaces for the public. With views to the river 
the roof have some uplifted green areas and terraces 
for recreation, urban farming and a sauna with a pool. 
The roofs not used as urban space collect grey water 
that can be used for toilets and the urban farming. A 
new hub at Öst på stan has been created.

THE URBAN SPACE IN THE PROPOSED PROJECT

Design proposal  |
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