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“Nature is an infinite sphere whose center is everywhere
and whose circumference is nowhere”

     

Blaise Pascal
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The aim of this Thesis is to study the relation between culture and nature in a 
rural setting of northern Sweden. The area of interest is the productive landscape 
in the centre of the northern region. It is the intermediate area between the 
mountains in the west and the coastal area in the east. The objective is to create 
awareness about nature through explorative means.
As the world is coming to realise the scope of the impending environmental 
crises, the demands for more environmentally friendly and renewable resource 
alternatives are increasing, for example bioenergy. This is likely to cause a strain 
on the forests of northern Sweden, as it contains vast areas of productive forest 
land, that is already highly affected by mankind and in every way seen as areas of 
extraction.

Examples of the effects of this exploitation of nature is, beside the visual scarring 
of the landscape, a decrease in biodiversity due to the lack of certain types of 
habitat. The traditional herding of reindeers is becoming problematic when the 
environment does not allow certain lichens to grow, which is the base nutrient 
for the reindeers.

The landscape we see today is a result of human progression and an environ-
ment shaped during hundred of years of exploitation. There are more and more 
voices raised regarding the condition of the forest as its value is measured in cubic 
metres of timber. How can the productive landscape and human need for recrea-
tional resources coexist in order to add quality and optimise the productive, social 
and cultural values? A holistic approach in our the treatment of the environment 
could mean that nature is a resource to be regarded also as a socioeconomic 
resource and not only for its productive value.

ABSTRACT
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THE CONCEPT OF NATURE

In order to understand how we as humans situates ourselves in relation to nature 
it is important to first try to understand what the concept of nature and what 
it entails. According to the Oxford dictionary, nature can be described as follow-
ing:; “The phenomena of the physical world collectively, including plants, animals, the 

landscape, and other features and products of the earth, as opposed to humans or 

human creations”. The description also includes; “The physical force regarded as 

causing and regulating the phenomena of the world”. So, not only are we talking 
about the living beings or plants, but all the natural processes that are regulating 
and reacting to the world.

MAN IN RELATION TO NATURE

Many people like spending time in nature. Some say it has a soothing and in-
vigorating effect. What becomes evident is that by saying that, we are putting 
ourselves as subjects outside of what is considered nature. One could argue 
that the environmental crisis we face, is a result of the anthropocentric filoso-
phy, as opposed to having a biocentric or ecocentric view of the world. From 
an anthropocentrical view the human is seen as the central or most important 
element of creation, while the other way of viewing things would mean to 
ascribe nature and other species a worth of its own.

CHAPTER 1 - NATURE
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NATURE VS CULTURE

According to the UN more than half of the worlds population now lives in ur-
ban areas. Concentrated in dense cities or in wide-spread urban landscapes with 
extensive hard-made surfaces of infrastructure. When there is a lack of greenery, 
nature is instead brought back in, artificially replicated or cultivated and designed 
according to the current aesthetics. We are more and more creating this comfort-
able, artificial world of man-made surfaces and constructed space, that goes far 
beyond the idea of shelter.
Nature has in the past been seen as a wilderness into which civilisation have ven-
tured, breaking new ground and spreading its tentacles. We still have this romantic 
notion of the nature as something wild and unchanged when in fact very little of 
the nature we see today is, in fact, untouched by the human existence. Po Tidholm 
writes in his book Norrland, that we as a people in Sweden, gradually have grown 
up within our forests over a long period of time, domesticated it and over time 
sacrificed the wilderness for a more rational modernity.  With the wild nature 
conquered, colonised and cultivated, the separation between nature and culture 
is hard to distinguish, there are still evidens of this division. In forestry there are 
terms being used that reflect this division. A Forest that are man-made is called 
culture forest. If there are minimal impact on a forest, or has for a long time been 
untouched by man it is called nature forest.
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PERSONAL REFLECTIONS

Seen in the life-span of human existence, the impact on nature has until rather 
recent has been quite insignificant. It´s only in recent times we have started to 
realise that humankind has the power to alter many of the processes in nature 
that we are taken for granted.  Many of them are ecosystem services that we de-
pend upon. By definition nature is everything that is not made by man. The word 
excludes everything that is introduced by man. If the term nature also includes 
events like wind, rain and natural disasters, what happens is that mankind interfer-
ence with nature and affect those processes? If human activity is disrupting that 
what would naturally occur, we become a part of those natural processes.
Mankind is the only species that has the ability to affect the world to the extent 
that we are deeply altering the balance of different ecosystems. Furthermore 
we are the only species that understand what kind of effects our actions causes. 
Human society are taking on the task of coordinating the processes of nature, 
overseeing them in order to yield the most out of a resource. I would argue that 
this means that we have an obligation to make sure our meddling does not mean 
the destruction of other species and their habitat.
I would say that we, as a collective has lost our connection with nature and our
place within it. As a society, we have already conquered nature. To the point that, in 
the long run, it threatens our entire existence. If the relationship between nature

and culture on the other hand is considered at the level of the individual, we are 
still at it´s mercy. Nature can to some, be considered a frightful, unknown and 
even deathly threat. The basic survival of a modern human individual in a natural 
environment is not something that we deal with on a daily basis anymore. But still, 
the sense of vulnerability is one aspect that could function as a reminder of what 
it means to live in balance with nature.
What if the solution to dealing with the environmental crisis is understanding and 
resituate humankinds´ place within the “natural system”, starting with the indi-
vidual. If humans as a society has lost the connection to the natural environment, 
maybe we could regain the sense of being a part of the natural by reconnecting 
the individual through experience and knowledge.
By recognising and introducing ways of how we view and experience nature and 
understand it as a system that is affected by human existence. A system, of which 
we have to live of the interest, without disturbing the processes that makes our 
world habitable, humanity is more likely to be a part of a sustainable future.
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CHAPTER 2 - NATURAL RESOURCES

As a collective, we are dependant of what we can extract and utilise from our 
surroundings. In terms of material, that transmits in northern Sweden to hydro 
energy, minerals and wood from the forests. The rivers and forests has provided, 
food, material and energy for a long time. As sources of renewable energy both 
the forests and the rivers are invaluable to us.

ENERGY EXTRACTION

Hydropower has been used in Sweden since midivil times as a source of energy.  
The earliest mills were built during the thirteenth century.  The technology spread 
rapidly, due to the Swedens extensive network of rivers and streams. In the mid-
dle of the nineteenth century the water turbin was developed and by the turn 
of the of the century with further electrical innovations, the hydropower had 
its major breakthrough. The growing industry and the railroad were in need of 
cheap energy and electricity. 1909 the state began to work for further developing 
the hydro-power industry and purchased several water rights in order to build 
power plants. (http://www.tekniska museet.se) In 1952 the electrical grids in Swe-
den were connected to one national grid (http://www.vattenfall.se) and up until 
the sixties the development of hydro-power proceeded rapidly.  Today there are 
1900 plants in Sweden that produces almost half of country´s electricity genera-
tion. (www.tekniskamuseet.se)
Another important source of  power in Sweden is nuclear power. The three plants 
in Sweden produces 46% of the generated electricity. (www.tekniskamuseet.se)
One source of renewable energy that is yet to be developed is wind-power. It is 
the renewable resource that is increasing the most in the world. 8 percent of the 
power which we use comes from wind. At the beginning of 2015 there were in 
Sverige a total of 3 048 wind turbines. (http://www.svenskenergi.se)
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HISTORY OF SWEDISH FORESTRY

The forests in northern Sweden is part of the Boreal coniferous belt that runs 
along the northern hemisphere over several continents. As long as people have 
been living in Sweden they have used wood as a material., but it was first when 
the industrialisation began in Sweden with the rapid development of the sawmill 
industry, that the relatively untouched northern forests began to be forested in 
a large scale. (http://www.borealforest.org) The rivers in northern Sweden were 
suitable for transporting the timber from the extraction sites down to the coasts. 
Over time selectively forestry methods, where only the largest trees were cut 
down, changed to methods of clearcutting entire areas. Increasing pressure in 
combination with bad regrowth thinned out the forests and lowered the average 
age. (http://www.wwf.se)

1600 2000190018001700

Norrbyskär sawmill

Svenska allmänna flottleder 
1930. Before motorized vehicles, 
the rivers were the main means 
of transportation, of the timber, 
to the sawmills.

In the middle of the 20 th 
century the clear-cutting of 
forest land started to become 
common.

Measuring the diameter of the logs

Timber being brought from the forest by horse

With the industrial revolution, the demand for timber increased.
This caused the building of sawmills further north in Sweden. 
With the steam engine, the sawmills could be located closer to 
the raw material, but It was the infrastructure that decided the lo-
cation.The Pulpindustry grew, which made spruce more valuble. 
That increased the logging even further.

From the 1940´s, because of damage and lost 
logs, the timber was more often transported by 
trucks to the sawmills than by river. 

Industrial revolution

Log driving

Settlements in the north

The sawmill eraBRIEF HISTORY OF FOREST PRODUCTION IN NORTHERN SWEDEN

The state of the forests were so poor that actions had to be taken. Parliament 
formulated a special forest policy and Swedens first Forestry Act passed in 1903. 
This included the requirement of replanting after forest felling. This has been re-
viewed several times and in 1994 the policy structure changed from being more 
regulating to “freedom under responsibility” within a framework. At the same 
time the forest politics put forward two equal goals. One for production and one 
environmental. (http://www.skogsstyrelsen.se
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1,0 million hectares of rock surface

23,3 million hectares of productive forest land

5,0 million hectares of bog- and marshland

6,2 million hectares of mountains and alpine conferous forest 

3,4 million hectares cropland and grazing land

1,9 million hectares urban land and other land

Sweden stotal land area is 40,7 million hectares

FORESTRY TODAY

About two third of land area in Sweden is covered with forest, about 28 million 
hectares. 23 million of those, are is so-called productive forest. That means that the 
land is suitable for for cultivating forest and are not being used in any great extent 
for other purposes. (Skogsdata 2015, Riksskogstaxeringen) About 81 percent of 
the total standing volume of living trees in Sweden consists of conifers. Norway 
spruce is the most common species, followed by Scots pine. (Skogsstyrelsen) The 
total standing stock in productive forest land in Sweden has gone up since the 
beginning of the century. This is mainly due to the legislative changes, but since the 
fifties it had increased with 50 percent. This has to do with the growth-focused 
management of the forest. Older, more sparse stands have been replace with 
younger trees of cultivated plants. The most common age-group is now 41-60 
years. (Skogsdata 2015, Riksskogstaxeringen)

As in many other countries the most common way of felling is still clearcutting. 
That means the felling and removal of all trees from a given tract of forest. The 
forest owner are bound by law to ensure the regrowth of the forest and the re-
generation is usually done by planting new trees. This is considered to be the most 
reliable method of regeneration. The average rotation period in managed forests 
in northern Sweden is 80–120 years and 60–90 years in south. This forest practice 
also includes soil scarifications, fertilisation and ditching to drain wet soil and after 
planting also the removal of any competing vegetation and multiple thinning of the 
planted trees. (Skogsstyrelsen)

39 % Norway spruce

39 % Scots pine

12 % Birch

17 % Other

Percentage of total standing volumeon productive forest land (Source: Skogssverige)

Species of trees

Type of land
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Planting

Felling

Thinning

Site preparation

Thinning in forestry is the selective removal of trees, primarily undertaken to 
improve the growth rate or health of the remaining trees. This may be done to 
make the stand more profitable in an upcoming final felling or to achieve eco-
logical goals such as increasing biodiversity or accelerating the development of 
desired structural attributes such as large diameter trees with long tree crowns.

Clearcutting, or clearcut logging is a forestry practice in which most or 
all trees in an area are uniformly cut down. Clearcutting, along with shel-
terwood and seed tree harvests, is used by foresters to create certain 
types of forest ecosystems and to promote select species that require 
an abundance of sunlight or grow in large, even-age stands.

The most common way of regeneration of forests in Sweden is by planting. In 
2011 384 million seedlings were produced, out of which 59 % were Norway 
spruce and 35 % were Scots Pine. The planting is made by hand and is usaually 
done one to three yars after the area is cleared and prepared.

Site preparation for tree planting is the removal or reduction of competing 
vegetation and debris to facilitate the establishment of a desirable stand of trees. 
Mechanical site preparation is one broad category of site preparation in which 
machines such as tractors and bulldozers, with certain implements attached, are 
used to prepare an area for tree planting.

Source: Skogsstyrelsen)

Most common species of trees

Scots Pine (Pinus silvestris) Norway Spruce (Pinus abies)
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AN ECONOMICAL FACTOR

The forest industry is very important for the Swedish economy. Sweden is the 
third biggest export country for paper and sawn timber products in the world, 
and the fifth biggest export country of pulp. In 2011 the whole industry employed 
about 100 000 people and the forest industry accounted for 12 percent of the 
exported products. The number of people employed in large-scale forestry is 
rather few. (Skogsstyrelsen)

50 % Individual owners

25 % Private sector companies/corporations

14 % State owned companies

6 % Other private owners

3 % State

2 % Other public owners

Ownership structures

About half the productive forests in Sweden are owned by private land-owners. 
About a quarter is owned by private companies. Other landowners are the state, 
the church and different municipalities. This distribution differs between the north-
ern and southern part of the country. The proportion of private owners is higher 
in the south, unlike the northern parts, where private companies owns large forest 
areas. (Skogsstyrelsen)
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FURNITURE

(Source: IUC i Västerbotten AB)

WOOD RELATED INDUSTRIES IN VÄSTERBOTTEN COUNTY

Overview of some of the companies in Västerbotten county that is related to the 
wood industry. This is not a complete compilation, but the tendencies are clear.  
The companies are predominately located in the coastal region. 
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EFFECTS ON THE ENVIRONMENT

The monocultures of modern forest affects the biodiversity. According to the red-
list there are approximately 25 000 species that live in the forest. 1 875 of these 
are red-listed. 92 species have disappeared from Sweden, 1 174 are judged to be 
vulnerable and 346 är acutely threatened. Several of these species are dependant 
of old trees, dead wood or deciduous trees. (http://skyddaskogen.se) 
Older uncultivated forest is becoming scarce and the forest consists of more than 
just trees. A healthy forest ecosystem requires a diversity of forest types. Standing 
live and dead trees and coarse woody debris are important habitat elements for 
many of the threatened species in Sweden. (http://www.wwf.se
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CONFLICTING INTERESTS

The same landscape is used in multiple ways. There are a rising market of eco-
tourism and Sami culture and industry of keeping herds of rain-deer is also pre-
sent in the north. People depend on nature in various ways and when there is 
higher demands for resources, these different interest come in conflict with each 
other. As soon as we talk about the forest as a resource, we ascribe the nature 
an economic value. 
As Po tidholm is writing in his book, Norrland. Sweden is country with a long his-
tory of cultivating the forest.  We consider the forest as a common, even though 
the current ownership structures tells another tale. Through history the landscape 
has become a heritage that we all have been a part of.  According to the Euro-
pean Unions`s Landscape Convention, the landscape belongs to us all, but also to 
the individual. A landscape that is not sustainable for one, is not in the long run 
sustainable for all. (Anna Lihammer,2012,Landskap åt alla, Riksantikvarieembetet)

ALLEMANSRÄTTEN (RIGHT OF PUBLIC ACCESS TO THE WILDERNESS)

Allemansrätten gives the people in Sweden opportunities to enjoy the nature 
and what it has to offer in terms of recreational use. It also allows people to pick 
berries and mushrooms and other plants as long as they are not on the protected 
species list.  It gives us the right to spend time in nature on someones land, if we 
are cautious.The right does not include any substantial economic exploitation, 
such as hunting or logging, or any disruptive activities.The basic rules of the Right 
of Public Access is to show consideration. 
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Foto: Klas Lundström
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CHAPTER 3 - PROTECTION AND PRESERVATION OF NATURE

AMOUNT OF PROTECTED AREA

Statistics from 2010 shows that six-seven percent of the forested areas in Sweden 
are protected by law. If you only look at the area below the mountain region the 
number is estimated to be lower than two percent. (http://www.scb.se)
Even though the amount of protected forest have increased there are a lack of 
financial means in order to reach certain environmental goals set by the state. 
(Länsstyrelsen bedömning av Levande skogar 2014) Some ecologists mean that 
we need to reach 20 percent of  the forest preserved if we want to save species 
that are depended on certain habitats. (http://fof.se)

In some nature or cultural protected areas the Right of Public Access may be 
restricted. The regulations can vary from one area to another depending on 
what in that area is considered in need of protection. The restrictions could be 
bans on lighting fires, landing boats, or bringing dogs into an area. Berry-picking is 
often permitted but for personal use. (Naturvårdsverket)

Naturum Kosterhavet (Foto: Anders Tysklind)

Naturum

Naturum are visitors centers owned by the Swedish Environmental Protection 
Agency. There are thirty-two of these centers in Sweden. They are located in or 
very near much-visited natural sites and offer space for exhibitions, activities and 
guides to the area in which they are situated. (Naturvårsdsverket)
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The strongest protection for a valuable nature and is decided by the Government. 
In Sweden there are twenty-nine national parks. 

Small areas of land and water in Sweden can be preserved as biotope protection 
areas. The purpose is to provide long-term protection and improvement of natu-
ral settings that are especially valuable for endangered animal and plant species. 
Biotope protection areas are normally not larger than 20 hectares.

A land- or water area that are protected by law in order to preserve the biodi-
versity and to care for and preserve valuable, natural environments, to meet the 
need for recreational areas, or protect, restore or create valuable environments 
or habitats for protected species. A nature reserve is established by the County 
Administrator Board.

Natura 2000 is a network of nature protection areas in the European Union. It is 
made up of Special Areas of Conservation (SACs) and Special Protection Areas 
(SPAs). The network includes both terrestrial and marine sites (Marine Protected 
Areas (MPAs)). Sweden has around 4000 of these areas with a total area of six 
million hectares. The areas are selected by the respective County Administrator 
board.

When the land-owner voluntarily refrain from felling, for example, in order to be 
SFC-certified. This is a unreliable form of protection.

(Sorce: Naturvårdsverket, Föreningen skydda skogen)

National Parks

Biotope protection area

Nature reserve

Natura 2000

Volentary preservation of forest

DIFFERENT TYPES OF PROTECTION
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THE TWO RIVERS

Umeälven is the main river in the County of Västerbotten, the southern part of 
Norrland. It has its source in the lake of Överuman in the Scandinavian mountain 
chain by the border to Norway and runs 470 km before it meets the sea. The 
biggest lake is Storuman which share the name with one of the small cities by the 
Ume River. Other important urban centers are Lycksele and Vännäs.
Vindelälven is a tributary to Umeälven. It starts at the at one of the biggest nature 
reserve in Europe, called Vindelfjällen, and runs through the small city of Sorsele 
and Vindeln before it joins Umeälven some miles upstream from Umeå. The major 
differences between these rivers are, that while Umeälven has been almost fully 
exploited in terms of hydropower, Vindelälven is one of the few rivers that are not 
affected by hydropower. It has a lot of natural rapids and are a popular place to 
visit for recreational purposes.  Vindelälven is also an important reindeer migration 
route between the summer grazing areas in the mountains and the winter grazing 
areas along the river closer to the coast. (Tidskriften Västerbotten 2-08)
The forest along the river has been heavily forested. There are only small remain-
ing areas of older forest left by the river. Two of those are the nature reserves by 
Vormforsen and Mårdseleforsen. (Two of the rapids in the river). 
From the nineteenth century the river were used for log driving. The river and its 
different system was a 1500 kilometres long transportation system. A system vital 
for the transportation of resources from the forest down to the industries by the 
coast Remaining dams and other constructions in the tributaries are still present, 
but work has been undertaken to remove most of these and restore the stream 
beds to further the marine vildlife. (http://vindelriverlife.se/?page_id=2) The last 
log driving was carried out in 1976. (Tidskriften Västerbotten 2-08)

CHAPTER 4 - THE RIVER AS A DEFINING ELEMENT

Fighting for the Vindel river

During the 60´s was the river object for an investigation for hydro-power devel-
opment. It was an even fight from both the people wanting to preserve it and 
those who were for developing it, but it was finally denied by a governmental deci-
sion in april 1970. In 1993,  Vindelälven was appointed a National River together 
with Torne- Kalix- and Piteälven in order to preserve biodiversity and valuable 
natural environments. (Tidskriften Västerbotten 2-08)

Fishing
Vindelälven is very appreciated for recreational fishing. There are several spe-
cies of fish In the river and its surrounding lakes. Some examples are pike, bass, 
grayling, trout and salmon. The River are are divided into different local fishing 
conservation association areas, of which you purchase a temporary licence to fish. 
In several areas you also need to report your catchings.
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Congregations in Västerbotten county Dialectic areas in northern Sweden Samevillage herding areas

1. Nordliga nybyggarmål
2. Kalixmål
3. Lulemål
4. Pitemål
5. Nordvästerbottniska mål
6. Sydvästerbottniska mål
7. Övergångsmål Ångerman-

land/Västerbotten
8. Ångermanlänska mål
9. Jämtmål
10. Medelpadsmål
11. Hogdalsmål
12. Nordhälsingska mål

1. Västra Kikkejaur
2. Semisjaur-Njarg
3. Svaipa
4. Mausjaur
5. Maskaure
6. Malå
7. Svaipa
8. Gran
9. Ran
10. Ubmeje Tjeälddie
11. Vapsten
12. Vilhelmina norra
13. Vilhelmina södra

1234

56
7

8
9

10

11
12

13

12
3

4

5

6
7

8

9

10
11

12

The river has shaped more than just where people have settled. Different 
dialectic areas that follow the courses of the rivers and divisions of same villages 
herding areas are just two examples.
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REFLECTIONS

The river has been the artery of the northern landscape, a source of life for its 
inhabitants and creates a strong identity in a changing mosaic landscape. Stretching 
from the mountains in the west to the sea in the east. 
Rivers are also connectors. They are connecting the more populated areas in the 
east, with the tourist/recreational areas. It is connecting species of fish that swims 
upstream from the sea to spawning areas. It is connecting material resources with 
the coastal area and on an emotional level they are also connecting people in a 
region.  But they are also dividers.  They separate one bank from the other. There 
is a strong corridor logic of the landscape, but what happens in between
The amount of nature Reserves is overrepresented in the mountain regions to 
the west and in the coastal regions, were the majority of people are living. The 
landscape in-between is the productive landscape of Norrland. It might look like 
a continuating forest landscape on the map when it in reality it consist of a patch-
work of forrest production sites. 
I have located an area west of the city of Lycksele, which is one of the main urban 
centres along the rivers. The major roads that runs parallel to the rivers leaves this 
area open for an unobstructed journey between the two rivers.
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Bålforsberget

LYCKSELE

RUSKSELE
RUSKTRÄSK

Altarliden

UME RIVER

VINDEL RIVER

Water
Farmed land
Nature reserve
Power line
Road
Railroad
Snowmobile trail
Path
Hiking trail 0 5 km

EXPLORING THE AREA

I decided to explore the area in-between landscape of the rivers, by tracing a 
trail from one river to the other. The trail has been a both a proposition and a 
tool for investigating and learning about the the landscape and what happens in 
the area. I have traced it using maps, information about topography, hydrology, 
and forest management, finding interesting things related to culture and the 
use of resources, both historical and contemporary. The more I researched, the 
more I realised that nature and culture in these parts are so intertwined and 
the history of the people are so connected to the different resourses in nature.
The main intention with the trail was to is to make people see and experience 
the nature, but also man-made nature and highlight the importance of how to 
deal with this environment in the future
We need to create awareness of the way we use the environment. To nar-
row the gap between what we would like nature to be and what the reality 
is. Awareness about a situation, I think, can be a product of knowledge but of 
even more importance is the actual experience. I proposed a trail of reality. By 
making use of existing infrastructure like forest access roads and power line 
corridors while also going through Nature reserves and clear-cut areas. Experi-
ences that encompasses both of these worlds, Both the pure botanical, related 
to the natural world of “unspoiled” nature and its different processes and the 
ways in which we extract those resources and the consequences.

CHAPTER 5 - THE TRAIL

Strategy of nodes in order to furter explore an area
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Umeälven

Vindelälven

SPIRITUAL LANDMARKS

HISTORICAL REMAINS

FRAGMENTED LANDSCAPE

The old bridge  at Ruskträsk  over the Vindel River was 
built in 1930 and was in use until 1960, when a new 
bridge was built two kilometer downstream.  On the 
180 meter long bridge there are plans to build fishing 
cabins for tourists.

Altarliden is one of the highest mountains in the area. It 
reaches 474 meters above sea level and offers a spec-
tacular view over the surrounding landscape. Altarliden 
nature reserve covers the eastern part of the mountain 
is an area of 250 hectares of primeval forest. The south-
ern side is very steep and by the foot of the mountain 
several historical culture remains is found.
It is said to be the an historical sacrificial site for the 
same people that passed through the area.

North of the Bålfors Hydro Power plant in the Ume 
River lies the Bålfors mountain. In the area is two na-
ture reserves. Bålfors (Bål rapids) and the bigger Bålfors 
mountain nature reserve. The main area of the big 
reserve is the common north slope of two mountains 
and the lower grounds beneath. This area is frequently 
used for recreational purposes in the outdoors.  Here 
nature is little affected by the forest industry,  while the 
surrounding  is heavily exploited. 195 hectares.

CHANGING LANDSCAPE

PRODUCTIVE LANDSCAPE

Built in 1965, Betsesle Power plant is one of 18 power 
plants in Ume River. I has a 9,5 meter drop and the 
annual production of electricity is 146 GWh. The 
impact is has on the landscape is dramatic, although it 
produces clean electricity, the power plant has a huge 
affect on the wildlife in river.

From the 18th century the forest industry grew, and in 
the late 19th century it expanded heavily. In order to 
solve the need for workers in the forest, the state en-
couraged people to build farms in certain state-owned 
forest areas, a practice that culminated in the 1920´s. 
These colonies were built either by the state or by the 
people themselves with borrowed means. The farm 
usually consisted of about 8-17 hectares of land that 
could be used for agriculture. In Aborrträskliden there 
were a colony of 32 lease-holders. Algots cottage is the 
last remaining building from that colony.

The landscape of the hinterland is not as we expect, 
a continuous area of deep forest, but a patchwork 
of plots of trees in various stage in their lifecycle. The 
productive landscape that is carefully managed and 
cultivated. This landscape changes over a long period 
of time, but when passing through the landscape, the 
change becomes more evident. At certain places this 
patchwork is more obvious to the observer.

POWER OF NATURE

EXISTING INFRASTRUCTURE

Remains of  historical forestry times can be found along 
the rivers and creeks. The creek Lycksbäcken is a 70 kil-
ometer long creek that is a tributary to the Ume River. 
This creek can be passed by going over the dam bridge 
that is one of the traces of the of logging époque. 

This is one of the departure points of the trail. The area 
is situated downstream of  Vormforsen (Vorm Rapid) 
Nature reserve. The area could be developed and ac-
tivated as a cultural and nature center in the middle of 
one of Swedens four national rivers.

THE NORTHERN NODE

Lycksele is the biggest city in this region. The city has 
about 8,5 thousand inhabitants and is the seat of Lycse-
le municipality in Västerbotten county. The trail departs 
from the forest museum in the old center of the city, a 
peninsula in the Ume River. 

THE SOUTHERN NODE
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LYCKSELE

Recreational area

Camp site and
outdoor bath

ZOO

Gammplatsen

UME RIVER

THE SOUTHERN NODE

The trail starts at the origin of the city of Lycksele, that was founded in 1607. 
Gammplatsen, that translates to The old place, is a peninsula in the river that was 
an important church- and marketplace. It was here the same people and the 
settlers met and traded. Since 1948 it has been a meeting place for celebration. 
It also works as an exhibition area for culture buildings and is the site for a na-
ture reserve, botanical garden and several museums, one of which is the forest 
museum where the trail ends.
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Historical overview of Lycksele

1607  - Lyckseles första kyrka uppförs på nuvarande hembygdsområdet 
   Gammplatsen.
 - Lycksele får marknadsrättigheter för två marknader per år.

1632 - Skytteanska skolan inrättas på initiativ av riksrådet Johan Skytte
   och kyrkoherde Niurenius, Umeå.

1673 - Lycksele blir egen församling. 

 - Genom lappmarksplakatet 1673, ville man dock få inlandet uppodlat 
   och lovade därför att de som tog upp nybyggen här dels skulle slippa 
   militärtjänst på livstid och dessutom 15 års skattefrihet.

1678 - Förste nybyggaren var Johan Filipsson Hilduinen som bosatte sig i 
   Örträsk 1678.  Hans anförvanter tog år 1700 upp Knaften och fortsatte 
   med nya boställen allt eftersom. I ungefär samma takt kom nybyggarna 
   till Vindelälvsdalen. Trots förmånerna gick kolonisationen trögt och de 
   första 50 åren var fortfarande samerna i majoritet vidkyrkhelgerna. På 
   1740-talet bodde totalt 1000 personer i hela Ume lappmark.

1732 - Carl von Linné besöker Lycksele på sin lappländska resa.

1736 - Ny åttakantig timrad kyrka uppförs på Öhn.

 

1930 - Bandelen Lycksele-Storuman.

1940 - Första produktionsåret för Kristinebergsgruvan.

1941 - Antalet invånare i köpingen är 1941!

1946 - Lycksele erhåller stadsrättigheter - Lapplands första stad.

1952 - Gustav VI Adolf inviger Gammplatsen som hembygdsområde.

1953 - Statligt gymnasium inrättas i Lycksele.

1961 - Medborgarhuset och Lasarettet invigs.

1966 - Djurparken flyttar till nuvarande plats - Bräntberget.

1969 - Reguljär flygtrafik Lycksele-Stockholm.

1984 - Skogsmuseet på Gammplatsen invigs.

1993 - Den nya "Stora bron" invigs.

1996 - Lycksele stad fyller 50 år.

2007 - Lycksele firar 400 år som kyrk- och marknadsplats.

1757 - Prästgården på Öhn brann ner och en ny byggdes på heden , där 
   nuvarande Lycksele ligger.

1799 - Nuvarande församlingskyrkan invigs i oktober.

1801 - avsattes nytt område för ”Umeå stads borgerskap och sockenmännens 
   kyrkstugor”. För att komma nära kyrkan flyttas salubodar och kyrkstugor 
   snabbt till Borgarbacken och Finnbacken. I en reseskildring från år 1832  
   beskrivs Öhn som öde, med enbart en likbod kvar. Öhn blev betesmark i 
   närmare 200 år och tack vare detta finns idag ett välbevarat 
   fornlämningsområde med husgrunder kvar på Gammplatsen.

1826 - Landsvägen Umeå-Lycksele blir färdig. Färja vid Tannsele.

1834 - Lycksele får sin första provinsialläkare.

1884 - Bro över Umeälven byggs.

1888, 1893, 1897

 - Kyrkbyn härjas av stora eldsvådor.

1900 - Lycksele blir municipalsamhälle.

1924 - Lycksele tätort utbrytes ur Lycksele socken och blir köping.
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and later on also wild deer. 
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   nuvarande Lycksele ligger.
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Sorce:  Lycksele kommun homepage (http://www.lycksele.se/templates/Page.aspx?id=511) 
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Site 1. Possible site for Nature/Culture center. The site would 
make the nature reserve at Vormforsen more accessible.

Site 2. Possible site for Nature/Culture center. By crossing the 
river, the would be accessible on both sides, making it easier to 
move around the area on both sides of the river.

Planned hotel on the bridge

Site for windshelter, resting place or cultural information.

STRATEGY
THE NORTHERN NODE

The area of the site lies by Vindelälven a bit upstreams from the village Rusksele. 
It is the area south of Vormforsen nature reserve. Vormforsen is the name of the 
rapid that is one of natural features Vindelälven is known for. On the northern shore 
is the mountain Kåtaberget which also features a small nature reserve. The major 
roads is the road 363 that also goes by the name The road of Rapids, along the 
northern shore of The Vindel River, and the road 365 that crosses the river. There 
is another smaller village in the area called Ruskträsk. The area is used for along time 
which you can tell by the number of ancient remains in the area. Some dating back 
to the stoneage. People uses the river for fishing and canoing, and during winter, a 
very frequented snowmobile trail is marked along the river called Vindelälvsleden. 
This is also an area were herds of rain-deer is travelling through.
The strategy is to make this whole area activated and supported by the insertion of 
the node. A base for further exploration of the area. Several option of sites were 
considered, but the decision was made to focus the interventions on the peninsula in 

the middle of the River. 

CHAPTER 6 - THE SITE
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PROGRAM

Besides being the northern point of the trail it is also a center for activities 
that is connected to being in nature. The center could function as a meeting 
place for different actors.It could be used for educating individuals or groups 
of people, like school classes or newly arrived immigrants. They would learn 
about nature, forest and rivers, in a way that do not separate nature from the 
productive. Connecting with nature by the actual experience and take part 
in the extracting and refining of the resources. Local expertise, about for ex-
ample smoking meat and fish or handcrafts could be taught and experienced.
Apart from the possibility to move around in the sourroundings, the program 
contain spaces for education, exhibition, Conference space, a small saw mill 
and wood workshop, a smokery,  kitchen, a sauna, sheltering outdoor spaces 
and a lookout tower. It also includes accomodation for groups and induviduals.

The program would differ during the year as the seasons change. During the 
autumn there is berry picking and hunting season. During summer fishing and 
canoing. There are also two yearly events that happens along the River. One 
of them is a dog sledge race on the Vindel river trail and the other is a bike and 
running competion. This could become a natural halting and support place for 
these events.
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The noth-east shoreline of the peninsula 
is a steep slope forested with pine trees.

On both sides of the Vindel river the 
terrain i low in altitude which means the 
areas are in danger of flooding during 
the spring.

Sits in the middle of the river.  A small 
body of land on which it grows both 
pine and spruce.

The highest point on the peninsula. 
stretches to the southeast where the ter-
rain gradiually decreases in altitude.

The landscape chances abruptly where 
the trees has been felled.

Towards the south-west the landscape 
consists of a gentler slope with pine 
trees.

A currrently unused sand deposit. Slowly 
overgrowing with pine.

The only clearcut area on the peninsula.  
Approximately 5,5 hectares.

Between the higher landscape on the 
south-east shore of the river and the 
peninsula. The area consist in the north of 
peatland that during the spring is flooded. 
In the north is also the southern edge of 
the Vormforsens nature reserve.
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SITE INVESTIGATION

By localising and categorising different areas according to vegetative or topographical 
qualitites in order to understand the site and explore the possibilities. The area is 
mostly covered with cultivated pine forest with somewhat equally spaced trees of the 
same hight and age and very low-growing ground vegetation.
There is a road leading to the peninsula passes over a marsh area and end up by a 
no longer used gravel pit that is bordering a clearcut area.The rest of the peninsula is 
forested. The northern shore of the peninsula is a a steep slope. while the southern 
slope has a much more gentler gradient. In between there is a long ridge going south-
east. Some parts of the shore line is relatively flat and that area is at risk of being 
flooded during the spring.
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GEOLOGY

HYDROLOGY

APPROACH

Water

Wetland
Groundwater deposit

Approaches Hydrology

Possible approach 
By car
By foot
Existing road
Existing snowmobile trail

By snowmobile or skis
By boat

Approaches Hydrology
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VEGETATION
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Aquatic life Water level River banks Geology

Entré

Hydro Kinetics

Decidous area

Cultural History

Forest Production

Early conceptual idea of a visitors center in connection to the river.  In these 
mountain rivers the altitude of the water level differs in different seasons. When 
the snow melts the river can rise up to five metres. The idea was to highlight the 
differences and explore the different habitats in and around the river. The archi-
tecture serves as both a building and a measuring tool. 
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Spine Circular with spine

Linjear with topography

Double spine Circular

Counter topography Satellites

Exploration of different options of strategies for habitation of the area. Trying to find 
a strategy that is responding to the environment without visual intrusion of the naural 
environment. Not invasingly inhabit the shoreline, but instead make a minimal impact in 
the river landscape.

STRATEGY
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CHAPTER 2 - DESIGN PROPOSAL

As the idea of the journey is central in the project, The program is separated and 
inserted in key areas that is connected, so that the visitor will have the oppor-
tunity of going through the different areas on the site, experience the different 
qualities. 
Each of the areas has their own strategy of how to relate the interventions to 
the nature. Trying to find different ways of making the architecture respond to 
the condition of each area, while finding an overall strategy that relates to the 
landscape
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The connecting element is a path. A walkway, elevated from the forest floor, that 
follows the contours of the landscape. It is tying together the key areas of the 
program, making them accessible to everyone, but still part of the exploration 
of the area. 
To the right are some examples of horizontal beams that carry the weight of the 
walkway. By using the trees as support.for the walkway it could move through the 
forest with limited impact on the environment. Different levels of adoptation to 
the irregular pattern of the trees. 
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Bridge 
/ Water level measuring device

River Naturum

Smokery
Landing stage

Accomodation/Cabins

Lookout

Center

Sawmill / Wood workshop

Restaurant

Landing stage

Shelter /Seating

Parking

Gradients of ramps should be between 1:12 and 1:20 
to be able to be accessible to those in a wheelchair.

1:3

1:6

1:11

1:20

AREA
1 Hectare

Semi public

Public

Private

Public

Relation to path

Accessibilty
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The steep slope coming from the landing stage by the water criss-crosses up-
pwards until it reaches the ridge. This way you will have a view of the river along 
the whole way. Every time it turns there will be a larger seating area and resting 
space. Yhis would make the area accessible to everyone, even if you are old or 
in wheelchair. 
The way the different end point or entrances relates to the path differs. At the 
bridge and smokery, as well as by the wood workshop, the buildings are a bit 
offset, which makes the path the most public and centered element. The straight 
walkway to the south, ends up in a outlook tower which is placed in a straight line 
with the path direction.

Scale 1:2000

B

B



48

Abstraction of the site in combination with a possible respons. The forest is a 
made out of vertical elements in an irregular grid. By using this preexisting grid, 
the trees could become a part of the construction. That verticality could work 
together with an intervention using a triangular construction principal. Adding sur-
faces that could work not just a roof or a wall but a sheltering surface. I was also 
thinking of how that could work together with the concept of bridge and a path. 
It could also be something to contrast that vertical linear pattern.
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Small scale buildings are placed in the slopes to the west, that accommodates visi-
tors and staff. These buildings engages with the trees and by using them for sup-
port. The stumps could be used as the foundation of these smaller interventions. 
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Scale 1:1000

The center is one of the major interventions and sits at the top of the ridge. The 
path goes through the center of the building which is slightly angled indicating 
the change of direction. Here is also where the walkway divides and the center 
together with the restaurant creates an outdoor space directed to the south.
.The building itself follows the idea of the journey through-out the project. From 
the trail, to the path down to the transition space inside the building.

Another important thing is how the building communicating with the outside. By 
carving out some parts of the building, the result would be a negative, sheltered 
space that could be used for . Make the buliding even after opening hours.

B

B

The sections shows how the interventions relates to the ground and the shape of 
the landscape. From the center at the top of the ridge and follows the descend-
ing at the bridge and smokery protruding from the shoreline and forest curtain.

CONCEPTUAL IDEAS OF THE CENTER

Negative space

Loads

Light

Circulation
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