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SITE

SITE DESCRIPTION

Along a busy street in the upper east corner of the Walled City of Ahmedabad there is a 
gap in the otherwise perpetual row of facades - a vacant plot. The street breaks off in the 
north-west direction down by Kalupur Tower, runs past the Meat Market and eventually 
passes this vacant plot. This overall area, the one around Kalupur Tower called Kalupur 
square, is quite calm in the early morning but then becomes highly trafficked. 

The strip is surrounded with bakeries and stands for street food which is open late 
until evening. The evening is also when the men gather for a chai, and these gathering 
spaces are lit by mopeds parked along the area. You will not hardly see any women here 
during this time and during daytime most of the women from this area goes about their 
business wearing nikab or hijab. It is a Muslim area and most of the pols close to here 
are muslim. In the sunrise you will hear the first call for prayer, during the day you will 
hear three more calls and in the sunset the last. Another thing to notice is the presence 
of dogs, camels and horses but not that many cows. The lack of cows suggest this is 
not a Hindi area.

Along the street the takes you from Kalupur Tower to our site small shops and businesses 
occupy the ground floor of the typically 3-storied buildings. Car- and rickshaw- and bike- 
and pedestrian traffic creates lots of activity and chaos. Parked cars and rickshaws line 
the street and further narrows it – enhancing the business and making the presence of 
noise and fumes and heat more prominent. The street along the site is by this not a place 
for holdup but rather a place of movement and transportation. Ariving to the site from 
Kalupur Tower one passes a red building housing a large English school for children from 
a vast area. Together with shop owners, vendors, customers and by-passers, the school 
children populate the street and create movement and activity that makes it hard to get 
an overview of the area. And so the gate to the pol side of the site is easily missed. It is 
simply a hole on the ground floor of a small building, slightly retracted from the general 
street front. It presents itself somewhat like a tunnel in the façade and is hidden behind 
the small store next door.

If you do find your way through the gate into the pol you end up in an open chowk. Along 
the right side of the gate there is a continuous façade and the chowk opens up towards 
the north. Here a mosque is located. If you continue north, you approach the site on a 
narrow street. This pol street connects the mosque and a few domestic houses.The 
streets are cleaned every morning, and they remain quite clean during the day.

The site is located in the old town of Ahmedabad, in the northeastern part of the city. It 
has close proximity to the train station, and several monuments and important facilites

The built area reveals the network of roads in close proximity to the site, illustrating the 
lack of large open areas. The nearby important facilities are connected to the site road

The site towards the pol is elevated approximately one meter, providing 
favourable circumstances for an otla on the public side, acting as a threshold 
for the building
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The pol street is narrow and lacks public 
spaces, giving possible openings for a 
community catalyst

The nearby school gives opportunities 
for integration with the closed community, 
providing valuable resources

The English school gives possibilities for 
education and integration with the home, 
spurring interactions

The nearby school gives opportunities 
for integration with the closed community, 
providing valuable resources

The heavily trafficated road contains 
a lot of movement, subsequently 
increasing noise levels in the area

The overall site strengths are the generosity 
of space that the site offers, the two different 
characters of the section, one providing calm and 
the other prodividing a busy bustling environment. 
The narrowness of the pol allows for shading 
during the morning and day, and the movement 
around the site provides with ample opportunities 
regarding integration.

The relative weaknesses regarding the site entails 
the busy street with the heavy noise levels and 
traffic, as well as the narrowness of the nearby pol 
and the lack of public space for the community. 
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The site is partly surrounded by dwellings, and partly various shop types, mostly consisting 
of clothes stores and some office variants
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PROGRAM

PROGRAM DESCRIPTION

The main concept of this project is to provide educational, practical and psychological support for 
children and teenagers in need, accompanied with emergency sheltering. The project entails both 
a children’s shelter and a care home where younger people feel protected, welcomed and cared 
for. It simultaneously acts as a space for integration between different age groups, genders and 
classes.

The space will consist of three major parts. The sheltering spaces, the care spaces, and the library 
space.

The sheltering spaces will accompany 40 children at 4 square meters per person. The primary 
shelter space acts mainly as sheltering, whilst the development processes and protective spaces 
are focused mainly in the care spaces. The shelter spaces are semi-shared, allowing for solitude 
while also giving the feeling of togetherness. These spaces are complemented with the shared 
spaces of the care areas. This residential area acts as an emergency dwelling with the primary 
focus of solving short term issues with living arrangements, e.g. emergencies involving medical 
issues, problems of abuse, or similar threatening problems. Individually, the spaces are small as 
to only cater to the intrinsic needs for a human, with the social aspect being directed to the care 
spaces.

The care space is open for anyone in need, yet integrating the helpers with the helped. The care 
spaces are linked to each other, and in close proximity to the sheltering spaces, inviting the users 
of the shelters to the activities. The educational aspect is directly linked to each other, and invited 
out to the common courtyards. The workshop spaces are connected two by two through common 
courtyards/multipurpose spaces, acting as an axis for the two different orientations. The art space 
is connected with a craft space through this courtyard, either using the courtyard as a connector 
for the two different artistic directions, or as an extender for either space. By relating the activities 
and creative programmes with the public realm, the integrative notion can be emphasized through 
these spaces.

The library works as a focal point for the educational purposes involving the autodidactic approach, 
where the children and teenagers using the spaces  will use the areas as their own, integrating with 
the public community. The tools provided will give them expertise, connections and opportunities 
for the world to give back to them, and solutions for them to give back to the world.

Ultimately, the different spaces are connected in such a way to allow for social interaction, but to 
be able to feel secure and alone as well, giving possibilities for reintegrating to society, but to feel 
welcome and protected simultaneously.

The programmatic assembly illustrates the relation between the shelter spaces 
and the care spaces, with the library in close connection to the different 
happenings in these areas. The double-height facing the busy street acts as 
an entryway to the library and the building, providing a transition space into the 
different programs in the space.

The previous iterations were centered around shifting around the shelters with the workshop, 
creating an optimal arrangement for integration, interaction and interchanging between programs. 
The previous solutions are less refined and more complicated without needlessly being more 
complex.

Initially, the program was developed through the centralization of a courtyard, but later developed in to splitting the programs up through the vertical rather than horizontal, allowing improved 
connections through the different sides of the building. The library notion is the main conceptual idea to be developed around, due to this being the most integrative part.

The large open space in the library acts as a circulative and engaging 
space, providing both air ventilation, movement and visibility to the 
different floors. As the main circulation runs through this space, the core 
of the building is contained here, creating activities around and in it

The double height space connects the two different activity floors with 
visual and audial contact, linking the music and performance space with 
the arts and crafts space. This area acts as a courtyard in addition to 
the library space, joining the different workshop spaces for additional 
integration.

The library is situated on the lowest floor and three different double-
height spaces. These spaces are directly connected to the care and 
shelter spaces, giving integrative spatial access. These spaces are the 
primary connecting point to the children and teenagers, linking different 
activities with the public library space.

The balconies facing the pol side are directly linked to the nearby 
community, providing ventilation and meetings between the two sides. 
The building opens up to the more calm pol, disassociating itself as a 
self contained unit, but rather a part of a more connected notion of a 
community.

The smaller courtyards between the activity spaces and library are 
directly linked. These spaces intertwine and share programmes, with 
each of them working both independently as well as communicated to 
each other. The areas act as buffert zones between the different public 
realms, linking the workshops with the library through visual and physical 
connections, blurring the lines of the two spaces.
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PLANS
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SECTIONS
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2m
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SECTION TWO [B-B]

SECTION ONE [A-A]

LIBRARY RELATING TO STREET

SHELTER & WORKSHOPS (LEFT), LIBRARY (RIGHT)

PUBLIC & PRIVATE

The notion of the private and public realm is blurred in some 
cases of the building. Considering the three main elements 
of the building, the shelters, workshops and the library, the 
public realm is a gradient. The idea of privacy in an mainly 
institutional building can be considered an oxymoron, 
although the main possibility for the private life to enter the 
public would be through this spatial arrangement.

A sheltered childs private life has to be protective in essence, 
but paradoxically enough allow for the public invasion of 
integrative possibility. The privacy is therefore contained in 
the main sheltering area, not creating too of a private and 
secluded living area. The user of the shelter is thrown out 
to the public world, allowing for the gradual integration back 
through the public realm.

The public regard in the building is very much hinted in the 
facade, acting open through the library from both sides of 
the shelter. The workshops are open facing the private pol, 
allowing for some publicness, but not an excessive amount. 
The gradient  from the library through the workshop is 
therefore blurred, both in the facade and the spatial layout. 
The workshops are the common ground for the users of the 
public nearby schools and children in proximity of the project, 
as well as the sheltered beings. The library acts as the public 
sphere where the schools can cater to more educational 
purposes, where the gradual mixing of users can occur.

The private and public realm is therefore spatially laid out 
for a smooth transition from private to public, creating a 
juxtaposition regarding the different programs.

INTEGRATION

Integration is one of the key parts of the project, disallowing 
for the creation of a 'prison' for the sheltered and troubled 
children. The possibility must exist for the children to be 
reintegrated to society through different means. Objectively, 
the task is difficult without the assist of governmental support 
and collaborations with agencies and organizations. The 
children are able to assist through their knowledge, striving 
for success and interest in developing. Through this, the 
spatial integrative qualities are aiding this approach.

The integration is not solely subjected to the public, but through 
different age groups and users as well. Through separating 
different sheltering spaces, the children are allowed to only 
interact with certain genders or ages through the shelters, 
but during the day the different groups mix and are able to 
interact.

The public library is accessible for everyone, but aimed 
towards the nearby schools, in order to maximize the 
possibility for the children to reenter society. The computer 
lab and exhibition halls are further catalysts towards this 
transgression. Ultimately, the building aims towards acting as 
a home for children, to start their journey towards a better life.
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DETAIL

280 cm

Considering the facades, there are two 
main sides of the building, the public and 
the private side. The public side is versatile, 
active and busy during the day, whereas 
the private community side has an active 
life between the buildings, and less on the 
street.

The community side facade is open to the 
public, to give acoustic, physical and visual 
connections from the building, incorporating 
the activities to the communal spaces.

The public facade is split into two different 
regions, giving a visual indication of the 
private and the public notion of the building. 
The private section (1) is closed off with 
wooden panels, to aim towards a private and 
protective notion. This facade is modular to 
let the users control the degree of openness.

The public section uses concrete beams to 
give a sense of publicness, but still control 
the elements. The beams allow for light 
and ventilation in moderate amounts, whilst 
helping to block sound and the majority 
of harsh sunlight in the day. The concrete 
notion further indicates the publicness.

These facades aim to reflect the building 
interior, indicating towards two separate 
entities, where the inside merges these two 
notions together.

The tectonical elements in the building is 
mainly reliant on the two different public and 
private settings, where the public facade 
uses the private room walls as loadbearing 
elements, while the more private community 
side uses pillars to create maximum 
ventilation, light intake, and visual contact 
with the community.

The side facades are assisting in the 
tectonics of the library, where the different 
platforms are held up by a concrete wall 
in line with the adjacent building, where 
reinforced concrete is connected directly 
through the walls.

The structure of the building allows the 
private rooms to have noise reduction 
through the mass of the walls, whereas the 
open space spans are created through the 
reinforced concrete pillars of the building to 
the community side.

The library facade aids in the tectonics of 
the roof as well as the concrete brise soleil.

FACADE DETAIL

90 cm

The shelter facade uses revolving panel 
doors as the main protective unit against 
the elements. The doors are centralized 
and positioned whereas the light can enter 
in according to the preference of the user.

The panels are full height to cater to the 
different heights of the users, where the 
children are able to be able to use them 
as well as have vision out to the street. A 
protective element lies behind it to not allow 
full access beyond the panel doors.

The wooden material acts as a warm 
element in the facade structure, providing 
protective cover with a warmer and more 
accessible color.

Towards the library the concrete facade acts 
in parallel with all elements. The unit is split 
into two sections, the narrow concrete brise 
soleil protects against the sun, wind and 
noise, to create a welcoming environment 
on the inside. The top half allows ventilation 
to pass through the building.

Furthermore, the library facade is acting 
as an indication towards the public realm, 
visualizing openness and a penetrative 
facade, further hinting towards the openness 
of the building. 

The concrete material reflects the interior of 
the public realm, creating easily maintained  
exteriors and interiors.

1

2Library facade

Shelter facade

TECTONICS
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Arts and crafts is a very prominent 
professsion and hobby in India. Handwork 
is a big part of India's culture, and starts 
early with the children. Allowing them to 
develop their creativity through making is 
an important step towards bringing them 
closer into society.

The workshop space is located in the top 
of the building, with close proximity to 
the reading space of the library, keeping 
the acoustical levels of both sides even 
with each other. The view towards the 
rest of the city provides the children with 
inspiration.

The close proximity to the living quarters 
allows the children to be in constant 
contact with the residents of the building.

.

SPACE

The bedroom acts as the private element where the user 
starts his or her day, being refreshed from a nights sleep. 
The desk helps the user with the privacy of studying

Bedroom Workshop Kitchen Library

Different workshops are inhabiting the building. The arts and 
crafts workshop caters to the handwork that children enjoy, 
in addition to the cultural importance of the artisanship.

The kitchen is the common meeting place for the entire 
building, working as a larger area for the inhabitants to 
interact in different ways, as well as provide food for the 
sheltered.

Education is the most important step towards reintegration, 
and the library is the catalyst to the public realm. Interacting 
here will be beneficial for both parties.

Acting as a mix between an orphanage 
and a reinstative institute the Home of the 
Friendless will provide the community with 
possibilities for lesser fortunate children 
to be reinstated into society, with a mix 
of the aid of nearby schools incorporated 
with the curiosity of youth. The concept 
is possible to work around Ahmedabad 
through India.

With its split facade, the building block is 
less intimidating and more approachable 
for the general public, keeping an inviting 
tone through the public realm, connecting 
the two different sides.

Ultimately, the project aims to connect 
people in an intrinsic way, allowing help 
for the ones that desperately need it.
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