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Since there already exist an economical and 
social structure of the site today, I want to 
preserve that and incorporate my project in to 
the local context. In order to keep the social 
structure on the site, the physical formation 
of space are  crucial in my project. The com-
munal spaces develop gradually from small scale 
to bigger scale, for example the education 
with the semi-private atmosphere to the market 
and its public realm. This create some kind of 
transition zones in between the extension of 
the functions which are something being in fo-
cus in my project.
The transition of public and private will dif-
fer from the variations of activity and I have 
tried to manage a balance between the physical 
accessibility, visual accessibility and acces-
sibility to the opportunity to interact.

This site is called Dhanapith located between the fabric market and steel mar-
ket in old city of Ahmedabad. It is in close connection to both Dhanapith Road 
and Manek Chowk Road which gives this site a good accessibility. The exist-
ing site of today consist mainly of a market selling fruit and vegetables, but 
there are more activities taking place such as kids playing, people socializ-
ing and flow of traffic/people between the different communities and markets 
nearby. 

The project will provide a space for different volunteer centre and cover 
their program of interest. I have found three different Non Governmental Or-
ganizations with different approaches and combining their program to create 
a flexible building appropriate to this context. The focus have been on edu-
cation, healthcare, sport, performance, and social housing, aiming to assist 
for vulnerable target groups such as kids and low income families in the area. 
There are many sellers today bringing their kids to the site, hanging out in 
the area and playing on the streets or helping their parents to sell fruit and 
vegetables. They would be a good example of what kind of user I am aiming for.     

The idea is to create a program that will consist of different institutions 
that will be used by both Non Profit Organizations and the surrounding people 
on the site. During this process I have been dividing the program and looked 
closer into each function, to see how to organize the project in relation to 
the local context. The idea is to separate the program to investigate each 
piece and then combine some of the function for best result.  

I will try to work with different approaches in order to maintain a 
good notion of atmosphere in each institution, for example physical 
accessibility and accurate location of overlapping activities. But 
also the visual accessibility, which is illustrated in the diagrams 
and pictures below. By using solid and transparent materials you can 
achieve different kind of connection between the activities. In the 
example below I have been using concrete as solid material since its 
local area of use and the regional produced bamboo as transparent ma-
terial.

PROGRAM STRATEGY

CONCEPT SECTION

KINDERGARTEN

EXISTING 
ACTIVITIES

HEALTHCARE EDUCATION WORKSHOPSPERFORMANCESPORT

KIDS PLAYING

SOCIALIZING FLOW OF PEOPLE SEMI PRIVATE PUBLICMARKET

FLOW OF TRAFIC

SOCIAL HOUSING

PROGRAM

THE PROGRAM OF THE BUILDING 
EVOLVING FROM LINEARITY

FOCUS ON THE SPORT AS A CEN-
TRAL FUNCTION

TURNING INTO A MORE ROUNDED 
SHAPE

SEPERATES SOME OF THE FUNC-
TION IN TERMS OF THE TRANSI-
TION OF PRIVATE AND PUBLIC

PLACING THE SPORT WITH AN 
EASY ACCESSIBLITY

THIS IS CREATING A RADIAL 
PROGRAM

COMBINING THE CIRCULAR SHAPE WITH 
THE ALREADY EXISTING URBAN FABRIC

RESULTING THE BUILDING OF TODAY
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BUILDING STRATEGY

SECTION A 1:100

PLAN 1:100 
GROUND FLOOR

AA

B
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OCCUPIED SPACE BY MARKET

PLACING THE BUILDING ON THE NORTH 
SIDE

OCCUPYING THE NEW FREE SPACE OF 
THE SITE

CURVING THE BUILDING AND CREATING A 
CENTRAL PLATFORM

INCREASING THE HEIGHT AND GIVING THE 
PLATFORM A CENTRAL ACCESSABLITY

TRAFFIC CIRCULATION REMOVING THE WALL & REARRANGING 
THE MARKET

CHANGING THE TRAFFIC 
CIRCULATION
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PLAN 1:100 
FIRST FLOOR

 
FIRST FLOOR

 
SECOND FLOOR

SECTION B 1:100

The building maintain different functions for both the volunteer center and public users. 
The project contains of a healthcare with 3 single patient rooms and a multiple resting 
room for minor treatments as bandaging wounds,vaccination and sanitation. 

A platform for sport and other activities are in central giving the impression of inviting 
and welcoming atmosphere for the spectator.

There is a kindergarten for younger kids, two classrooms for education of different sub-
jects and a study room. The project contain a kitchen which can be used both by the organi-
zation for nutrition lunches to the kids but also by the workshops facing the market. 

There is a reading area on first floor which can be opened up and extended to the roof ter-
acce shaded by the pergola and the trees. There is a perfomance studio for dance, music and 
theater which you can catch a glimpse of through the transparant bamboo panels.   

On the north side do you have a social housing providing rooms for volunteer workers. The 
house is a combination of two traditional ways to provide rooms  by the organization, usu-
ally do the organization provide doorms or homestay and the idea is that the social house 
should provide both. 

CLASSROOM 1ST FLOOR

PERFORMANCE STUDIO CIRCULATION AREA GROUND FLOOR

VIEWS
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ELEVATION
LOOKING NORTH-EAST

PUBLIC-PRIVAT

PUBLIC

SEMI PUBLIC

PRIVATE

SOLID WALLS

PROGRAM

DIAGRAMS

Deciding the circulation depending on
the situation

Flexible use for deciding amount
of crossventilation

Controll the visual connection 
to the surrounding

Are able to extend spaces for a 
more flexible use.

1 Healthcare
2 Waiting room
3 Patient room
4 Toilets
5 Multi-patient room
6 Kindergarten
7 Storage
8 Study room
9 Classroom
10 Play court
11 Kitchen
12 Commercial workshops
13 Social Housing
14 Kitchen & family room
15 Otla
16 Bedroom
17 Admin/office
18 Perfomance studio 
19 Library/Reading room
20 Terrace
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SECTION C 1:50
HEALTHCARE

ROOF TERRACE
READING AREA

INCORPORATION OF TREES

During the building strategy new difficulties arose. 
The project are keeping the social and economical 
structure of the market which is leading into a natu-
ral decision to place the project on the north side 
close to the governmental building. This forces to take 
a decision of removing the existing trees or keeping 
them. Since the urban landscape in Ahmedabad is lack-
ing of space for trees and greenery it turned into one 
important role in this project. By keeping the trees 
and incorporate it in my building I was able to use the 
advantages as shading and cooling ventialtion. The do 
togheter with the bamboo panels giving a warmer impres-
sion since the project is mostly made of concrete. It 
is also creating playful and restful spaces in areas 
such as the kindergarten and the reading area which I 
am trying to illustrate in the view above.  


