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Site: South Edge

In my mapping in the indian town Ahmedabad one of the things that quickly caught my atten-
tion was the bad condition of the stray dogs. There’s two main problems; One is the lack of ani-
mal birth control, (the lack of castration) and the other one is the rabies problem. Sick animals 

are left on the street, and nobody seems to care. I saw cases when children where hurting dogs 
and doves, throwing rocks at them, and I also read that collage students hit stray dogs with sticks 
in the university gardens because they get afraid when the animals starts to flock in the univer-
isty gardens, drawn both to food left overs and the shadowed greenery. I felt that there is a lack 

of compassion and understanding for animals, which I didn't expect from India, where many 
animals are worshipped like Gods and where vegetarianism is a way of life for a major segment 

of the population. Therefor I have a veterinary station in the program. 

Another thing I felt was missing in Ahmedabad is the lack of green areas, and it doesn’t favour 
the development when many old trees are cut down in the town to make place for high-rise 
buildings. Ahmedabad is one of the most polluted cities in India. My idea is to combine these 
problems I found in an ecological program by providing a green chawk, where school children 
get knowledge about sustainable environment both when it comes to nature and how to treat 
animals. My goal is to provide this knowledhe in a fun and playful way, so the children will bear 

this in mind in the future city-scaping. 

Map of elementary schools and green areas in relation to my site “South Edge”, in the 
old town of Ahmedabad. Scale: 1:20 000. 
 

Primary users of the project that also already dwell upon the site.

The existing site today. 

Diagram of the potential activities that can take place in 
the educational program and where, to find out the need of 
space in each place. 

The site is a vacant lot at the south edge of Ahmedabad’s old city by Raipur Gate. The lot is located between a road on the south side and a small street with a mix of domestic and commercial buildings on the north 
side. The site is occupied by broken motorcycles and used tires. The adjacent neighborhood is separated from the site by a small inclination that raises the street 1 meter above the level of the highway (see section). 

At the east end of the site there is a police station, and the west side is a commercial corner with street carts and printers. It is a muddy and smelly site, as it is occupied by almost as many cows as people. The adjacent 
small street north of the site are lined with cows resting. On one corner, a lady uses the manure from the cows to bake burning material. The manure can also be well used for the cultivation in my program. The people 

populating the streets around the south egde are mainly business oriented. Business such as printing shops, metal workshops, hotel and activities relating to the cows are represented here.

FLOWS AND URBAN CONTEXT
Across the site towards the highway, a bus-stop is located; allowing for a steady flow of commuters and heavy traffic.

One gets off the rickshaw at Raipur Gate and pass a small square with a police station and an ATM before one walks up a slight inclination to a mixed residential and commercial street. Passing by residential buildings, 
printers and a hotel, one is met by, proportionaly to the busy street, a small amount of people. All over the street cows and their calfs circulate. There are no raised otlas outside the houses , and one sometimes gets 

the feeling of walking along a backside. The site works as a buffert zone between the dense residential area and the busy road.

STRENGTHS
The site is large and long, allowing for a big intervention. It is close to a bus-stop and the highway, making it easy to access. The flat topography and the rectangular shape of the site makes it ideal for new development.

WEAKNESSES
This close connection to the busy road can also be a weakness, considering the noise from the traffic . As it is directly by the road, it has nothing to provide shade from the south side, making it very hot during the day, 

as you can see in the sun diagrams below. The cows circulating the area, as well as a garbage disposal located at the west edge, generate an unpleasant smell. 
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Site: South Edge

In my mapping in the indian town Ahmedabad one of the things that quickly caught my atten-
tion was the bad condition of the stray dogs. There’s two main problems; One is the lack of ani-
mal birth control, (the lack of castration) and the other one is the rabies problem. Sick animals 

are left on the street, and nobody seems to care. I saw cases when children where hurting dogs 
and doves, throwing rocks at them, and I also read that collage students hit stray dogs with sticks 
in the university gardens because they get afraid when the animals starts to flock in the univer-
isty gardens, drawn both to food left overs and the shadowed greenery. I felt that there is a lack 

of compassion and understanding for animals, which I didn't expect from India, where many 
animals are worshipped like Gods and where vegetarianism is a way of life for a major segment 

of the population. Therefor I have a veterinary station in the program. 

Another thing I felt was missing in Ahmedabad is the lack of green areas, and it doesn’t favour 
the development when many old trees are cut down in the town to make place for high-rise 
buildings. Ahmedabad is one of the most polluted cities in India. My idea is to combine these 
problems I found in an ecological program by providing a green chawk, where school children 
get knowledge about sustainable environment both when it comes to nature and how to treat 
animals. My goal is to provide this knowledhe in a fun and playful way, so the children will bear 

this in mind in the future city-scaping. 

Map of elementary schools and green areas in relation to my site “South Edge”, in the 
old town of Ahmedabad. Scale: 1:20 000. 
 

Primary users of the project that also already dwell upon the site.

The existing site today. 

Diagram of the potential activities that can take place in 
the educational program and where, to find out the need of 
space in each place. 

The site is a vacant lot at the south edge of Ahmedabad’s old city by Raipur Gate. The lot is located between a road on the south side and a small street with a mix of domestic and commercial buildings on the north 
side. The site is occupied by broken motorcycles and used tires. The adjacent neighborhood is separated from the site by a small inclination that raises the street 1 meter above the level of the highway (see section). 

At the east end of the site there is a police station, and the west side is a commercial corner with street carts and printers. It is a muddy and smelly site, as it is occupied by almost as many cows as people. The adjacent 
small street north of the site are lined with cows resting. On one corner, a lady uses the manure from the cows to bake burning material. The manure can also be well used for the cultivation in my program. The people 

populating the streets around the south egde are mainly business oriented. Business such as printing shops, metal workshops, hotel and activities relating to the cows are represented here.

FLOWS AND URBAN CONTEXT
Across the site towards the highway, a bus-stop is located; allowing for a steady flow of commuters and heavy traffic.

One gets off the rickshaw at Raipur Gate and pass a small square with a police station and an ATM before one walks up a slight inclination to a mixed residential and commercial street. Passing by residential buildings, 
printers and a hotel, one is met by, proportionaly to the busy street, a small amount of people. All over the street cows and their calfs circulate. There are no raised otlas outside the houses , and one sometimes gets 

the feeling of walking along a backside. The site works as a buffert zone between the dense residential area and the busy road.

STRENGTHS
The site is large and long, allowing for a big intervention. It is close to a bus-stop and the highway, making it easy to access. The flat topography and the rectangular shape of the site makes it ideal for new development.

WEAKNESSES
This close connection to the busy road can also be a weakness, considering the noise from the traffic . As it is directly by the road, it has nothing to provide shade from the south side, making it very hot during the day, 

as you can see in the sun diagrams below. The cows circulating the area, as well as a garbage disposal located at the west edge, generate an unpleasant smell. 
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In my mapping of a pol in Ahmedabad, India I observed how the  kids were using the narrow al-
ley ways for their games. Sometimes they were interacting/playing with by-passing animals, not 
always in a kind way. Here a guy was trying to hit a bird with his slingshot. 

Ahmedabad mapping: the father is playing with 
his son, trying to scare him putting him near to 
the resting cow.  

Map of elementary schools and green areas in relation to my site “South Edge”, in the old town of Ahmedabad. 
                                                                                                                                                                                           Scale: 1.20 000. 

AHMEDABAD
Tree & Forest cover/inhabitant 3.9 m2

EUROPE
Tree Cover Average per person 104 m2
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South Edge is a place with a lot of movement. This diagram is showing the speed of the common movement pattern from the dif-
ferent users on the site, where circles represent resting areas, dotted line walking and arrows the fastest movement from the 
 vehicles. 
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Site Strategy 

View of at the existing site from the adjecent pavement. At this place  
the great wall of Ahmedabad use to surround the city. 
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