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One year of focusing on the European Arctic… 

This annual report reflects work ongoing and reported during the period April 1st 2013 to March 31st 
2014, within the programme Mistra Arctic Sustainable Development (MASD). This programme focuses 
on northernmost Europe, or the European Arctic mainland, defined as the northernmost parts of 
Norway, Sweden and Finland. The main theme of the programme is governance. We study land use 
sectors and industries in the area in the past and in the present, as well as elucidating the context for 
future governance of the region. This is the report of our first programme year with MASD.  

Seven different economic or municipal sectors are – and will continue to be – in focus, namely mining, 
forestry, oil and gas exploration, fishing, reindeer husbandry, the tourism industry and municipal 
planning. These sectors and the interaction between them are studied in four main study areas, where 
focal municipalities are the target for both case studies and stakeholder meetings.  

During this first year, MASD researchers have visited two of these case study areas, namely Storuman 
and Pajala. Field studies have been initiated there as well as in some of the programme’s other case 
study areas in northernmost Norway, Finland and Russia.  

Stakeholder involvement plays an important role in the programme, and we are very pleased with their 
feedback during our first year, including public and stakeholder-focused meetings in both Storuman 
and Pajala as well as media attention. We take this as an indication that our research is indeed relevant 
for different interests in the European North. The programme has also been presented in a number of 
international scientific contexts, and has been well received, expanding the international network of the 
programme further.  

This annual report briefly describes the activities within our four work packages (WP1-4), and 
summarizes factors including management, joint programme activities, and a short financial report of 
our first programme year.  

Umeå, June 2015 

Carina Keskitalo Peter Sköld 
(scientific manager, MASD) (administrative manager, MASD) 
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The making of the European Arctic (WP1) 

To what extent has the European Arctic 
followed a unique trajectory, compared to other 
parts of the Arctic? In this work package (WP1) 
we explore this question. Our focus is how 
natural resource utilization has shaped the 
European Arctic from the 19th century to the 
present, with a focus on resource governance.  

Thus, WP1 provides a foundation for further 
studies in work packages two and four, by 
outlining the evolution of resource governance. 

Personnel
WP leaders 

Dag Avango, Peter Sköld 

Senior researchers 

Paul Warde, Sverker Sörlin, Dag Avango, Urban 
Wråkberg, Olof Stjernström, Nina Wormbs, 
Peter Sköld, Vassily Borovoy, Dean Carson, Olle 
Westerlund, Örjan Pettersson, Per Axelsson 

Junior Researchers 

Peder Roberts, Sabine Höhler, Sofia Tano, Julia 
Lajus, Daniel Svensson, Alexandra Chuvarayan, 
Ekaterina Kalemeneva, Zhanna Kasparayan, 
Corinna Röver 

Research tasks 
In the following we will report the 
achievements of the above-mentioned 
researchers in their respective research tasks. 

1.1 Energy in the European Arctic 

During the period April 1 2014 – March 31 
2015, MASD researchers have conducted 
extensive data collection on energy production 
and usage in the Fennoscandian Arctic. Warde 
presented his work as well as the general 
outline of a publication under production 
during a MASD WP1 workshop in Stockholm on 
February 9, 2015. The preliminary title of this 
article is: “Reconstruction of energy in the 
Scandinavian Arctic: net energy flows in and 
out of the region, industrial energy use and 
assessment of drivers of change”.  

1.2 Extractive industries 

All researchers involved in this extensive 
research task have started their research. 

Avango and Roberts have started mapping 
previous research and identifying documents or 
printed sources. They have also started to draft 

two major articles planned for submission in 
late 2015 and the beginning of 2016. Avango 
has also started to work on a third article, partly 
building on research done within the project 

“Sweden and the emergence of global resource 
colonialism”, funded by the Swedish Research 
Council (VR). 

Sabine Höhler has started her research on 
seabed mining and marine governance. She will 
analyse the long-term strategy to support 
sustainable growth in the marine and maritime 
sectors, the so-called “Blue Growth” strategy of 
the European Commission. Höhler will identify 
the main actors behind “Blue Growth”, their 
motives, the way they frame their business and 
how the concept of sustainability is constructed 
within this strategy. Höhler has also developed 
proposals for cross-WP publications.  

PhD student Vassily Borovoy has started his 
work on the development of the Russian mining 
industry at Svalbard and its interaction with 
Norwegian governance there. He is focusing on 
the period 1930-1945. Borovoy has mapped 
previous research and conducted archival 
research at the Trust Arktikugol archives – the 
mining company operating the Russian mines 
at Svalbard – in Moscow. Borovoy has 
produced a dissertation plan, which he 
presented at the previously mentioned WP1 
workshop. 

Post-doc Sofia Tano and researchers Olle 
Westerlund, Örjan Pettersson and Olof 
Stjernström have worked on an article 
comparing labour incomes in northern 
municipalities in Sweden during the height of 
the mining boom. Based on sources in the 
ASTRID database from the years 2002-2010, 
the article compares the Kiruna and Gällivare 
municipalities in the Norrbotten mining district 
and municipalities in the Skellefteå district. 

Their preliminary findings show that residents 
in the mining areas have had a substantial 
labour income growth, higher than the average, 
in particular for employees in mining 
companies and more so in Kiruna as compared 
to Skellefteå.  
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1.3 Marine resources 

Julia Lajus and Peder Roberts have developed 
the framework for an article comparing 
Norwegian and Russian fisheries governance in 
the north, with a particular focus on how 
modelling became a valued component of cross-
border governance. In order to create synergies 
with ongoing research on the history of 
fisheries in Norway, Lajus and Roberts have 
recruited historian Dr. Stian Bones from the 
University of Tromsø, who will contribute to the 
research for this article.  

1.4 Forestry 

The work within this research task was started 
in mid-December 2014, by post-doc researcher 
Jan Kunnas. Between then and March 31, 
Kunnas has mapped previous research on 
forestry governance and identified sources. 
Kunnas has also worked out the structure of an 
article to be presented at the MASD colloquium 
in Kirkenes in October 2015. In addition 
Kunnas has produced proposals for cross-RT 
and cross-WP articles.  

Kunnas also plays an important role in the 
research in all of the other parts of the WP1, 
based on his native speaker language skills in 
Finish. 

1.5 Tourism 

In 2014-2015, Daniel Svensson, Nina Wormbs 
and Sverker Sörlin have conducted research in 
Norrbotten in northernmost Sweden.  

Preliminary results show that the movement 
heritage, in terms of skiing tracks and hiking 
trails, is important for understanding the 
shaping of the landscape. Their research will 
now continue to investigate how these 
landscapes of mobility can contribute to 
sustainable tourism today. 

1.6 Euroarctic energy raw material 
industries in transitions and stagnation 

Urban Wråkberg, Julia Lajus and Ekaterina 
Kalemeneva have worked on a book chapter 
entitled: “The resilience of Euroarctic energy 
and raw material industries to economic 
transitions and stagnation”. The group has also 
worked out a plan for producing a cross-WP 
article together with researchers within WP3, 
on Arctic-Global linkages in the raw materials 
industry. 

1.7 Reindeer husbandry, demography, and 
land use in a historical perspective 

Peter Sköld, Per Axelsson and Dean Carson 
have published a total of seven articles related 
to this research task, several together with 
authors outside the MASD programme (see 
publication list).  

Corinna Röver was employed as a PhD student 
on February 1, 2015 and has already made 
impressive progress on her research. She 
participated in the MASD workshop at Pajala 
and has started to prepare a thesis plan.  

Research products 
Here follows a list of research products from 
WP1. Products marked * are related outcomes. 

Conferences, seminars and workshops 

All researchers in WP1 have participated in 
various workshops and conferences over the 
year. The most significant were the following: 

 ICASS 7 congress at Prince George, Canada
in May 2015, at which most of the
researchers in the WP presented their
research to the global Arctic social science
community.

 Polardagen, taking place in Stockholm on
November 5th-6th, 2014.

 Extractive industries and indigenous
peoples, a workshop taking place on Nov
26-27, 2014, with a large number of
participants from both within and beyond
the Nordic countries.

Publications  

Published, in press or submitted 

 Avango, Dag, “Spetsbergen och Sveriges
roll i den globala resurskolonialismen.”
Ymer Vol. 135 (2015): 151-176.

 Carson, Dean B., Sköld, Peter, Carson,
Doris A. and Nilsson, Lena M., ‘The local
demography of resource economies: long
term implications of natural resource
industries for demographic development in
sparsely populated areas’ in Andrew Taylor
ed. Settlements at the Edge. (under
publication)
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 Höhler, Sabine, “Die Weltmeere – Science
und Fiction des Unerschöpflichen in Zeiten
neuer Wachstumsgrenzen.”Geschichte und
Gesellschaft. Zeitschrift für Historische
Sozialwissenschaft 40 (2014) 3, Theme
Issue Lebensraum Meer, eds. Christian
Kehrt and Franziska Torma, pp. 437-451.

 Sköld, P. ‘Perpetual adaption? The Sami
and reindeer husbandry in Sweden in the
light of political, environmental and
economic changes’ in Birgitta, Evengård,
Joan Nymand Larsen & Øyvind Pasche eds.
The New Arctic. London: Springer.
International (forthcoming 2015).

 Stjernström, Olof, Tano, Sofia, Pettersson,
Örjan, Westerlund, Olle, “Income and tax
effects of investments in mining industries
in Northern Sweden”

 Svensson, D. and Sörlin, S. (2015). ‘Science,
sport and environment: the development of
high-altitude training methods after 1945’,
French title ‘Science, Sport et
Environnement : le développement des
techniques d'entraînement en altitude
depuis 1945’ in La médecine au chevet du
mouvement (1945-2015). Paris: Editions
Glyphe.

 Svensson, Sörlin and Wormbs, ‘The
movement heritage – scale, place, and
pathscapes in Anthropocene tourism’ in
Gren, Martin & Huijbens, Edward (eds.),
Tourism and the Anthropocene,
Routledge, in press.

--- 

 *Carson, Dean, Sköld, Peter, Axelsson, Per 

‘Gällivare during the 1868 Depravation, and 
Katherine (in the north of Australia) during 
a substantial flood event 1998’ in Andrew 
Taylor ed. The Demography of Disasters 
(under publication)

 *Nordin, G. and Sköld, P. ‘Childbirths in 

the north – The complex fertility of 
indigenous Sami in Jokkmokk 1815-1895’, 
Polar Geography. DOI: 
10.1080/1088937X.2013.763865 (2014).

 *Schweitzer, P., Sköld, P., and 

Ulturgasheva, O. ‘Cultures and identities’, 
in Gail Fondahl and Joan Nymand Larsen 
eds. Arctic Human Development Report II. 
Akureyri: Stefanson Institute (2015).

 *Sköld, Peter and Nordin, Gabriella. 

‘Metodologiska utmaningar vid studier av 
urfolk i en nordisk kontext’ in Paul 
Pedersen and Torill Nyset, eds. Samer i 
byen: Om framveksten av en bysamisk 
kultur i Skandinavia. Tromsø: UIT 
(forthcoming).

 Carson, Dean, Sköld, Peter, Axelsson, Per
‘Demography in Jokkmokk during the 19th
century in relation to industry
development’ (under publication)
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European Arctic governance in the present (WP2) 

This work package focuses research on existing 
policy and law in the targeted resource sectors, 
as well as new governance measures and 
planning efforts and the legal possibilities for 
extending them.  

For instance: 

 Environmental Impact Assessments and
potential extension to more strategic and
social forms

 Forest and marine certification (FSC, PEFC,
MSC)

 Corporate social responsibility (CSR)
measures

 Conflicting planning tools, targets and legal
frameworks

Personnel 
WP leaders 

Carina Keskitalo and Maria Pettersson 

Senior researchers 

Carina Keskitalo, Maria Pettersson, Olof 
Stjernström, Dmitry Lajus 

Junior Researchers 

Lovisa Solbär (postdoc), PhD students Daria 
Smagina, Johannes Räftegård 

Research tasks 
In the following we will report the 
achievements of the above-mentioned 
researchers in their respective research tasks. 

2.1. Understanding the legal and policy 
framework (basic studies) 

Maria Pettersson and Carina Keskitalo are 
studying the role of different principles of 
governance in natural resource use in cases 
from different countries. Two examples of such 
principles are the polluter pays principle and 
the precautionary principle.  

Together with Olle Stjernström, they also study 
differences between the Swedish 
Environmental Code, planning and building law 

in comparison with mining and forestry 
legislation.  

2.2. Local impacts of resource use 
legislation: PhD student project  

In cooperation with WP4, PhD student 
Johannes Räftegård has started to work 
specifically on large-scale resource exploitation 
in relation to local planning, property rights, 
and other land use rights, and the effects on 
other interests such as forestry, reindeer 
husbandry and biodiversity.  

2.3. Environmental Impact Assessment, 
potential extensions to Social Impact 
Assessment, and the role of Corporate Social 
Responsibility: postdoc project 

Lovisa Solbär’s field studies regarding two 
Finnish mine localities and one wind farm 
locality are near to completion. These studies 
focus on the adjustment of resource projects to 
the socio-environment at the target locality and 
the effect of strategic regulation (EIA, spatial 
planning, corporate self-regulation) in this 
process, and will eventually result in two 
papers.  

2.4. Novel planning instruments and 
possibilities to extend environmental 
assessment 

This part will proceed through in-depth 
analysis of the relevant legal sources in each 
legal system, including legislation and case law, 
undertaken by Maria Pettersson. One paper is 
under development, with the working title: 
Social and environmental considerations in the 
licensing process: the scope for earlier, clearer 
and broader assessments. 

2.5-2.6. Certification 

Interview studies are ongoing in northern 
Russia with MSC certified companies, certifiers, 
NGOs and governmental representatives 
(federal, regional and local). Two paper drafts 
exist in cooperation between Dmitry Lajus, 
Daria Smagina and Carina Keskitalo. 
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Cooperation with other WPs 

In cooperation with WP4, field work is also 
being undertaken in Kiruna, Pajala and Luleå. 

Interviews and on-site visits are undertaken. 
Interviews focus on planners, municipal 
officials, LKAB, other stakeholders, tourism 
entrepreneurs and reindeer husbandry 
interests.  

Research products 
Here follows a list of research products from 
WP2. Products marked * are related 
outcomes. 

Conferences, seminars and workshops 

 Time-geographic description utilized as
analytical method, Time-geography Days,
Gothenburg, May 21-22, 2015 (Solbär)

 Panel presentation at ICASS 7 congress at
Prince George, Canada in May 2014
(Keskitalo)

Supervision 

Lars Bäckström: Mineral Extraction: 
ownership, competences and licensing. 
Dissertation planned for January 2016 
(PhD/LLD supervisor Maria Pettersson) 

Hilde Axelsson (2015), “Hunting (in the North) 
as a way to protect biodiversity” (Master thesis 
supervisor Maria Pettersson) 

Publications  

Published, in press or submitted 

 The role of participation in the planning
process (Keskitalo, Pettersson, Stjernström)
(submitted)

--- 

 *Keskitalo, E. C. H. and M. Nuttall (2015) 
“Globalization of the ‘Arctic’”. In: Evengård, B., 
J. Nymand Larsen (eds.) The New Arctic. 
Springer, Dordrecht. 

 *Keskitalo, E. C. H. (2015) “The role of 
discourse analysis in understanding spatial 
systems”. In: Jensen, L. C. and Honneland, G. 
(eds.) Handbook of the Politics of the Arctic. 
Edward Elgar, Cheltenham. Pp. 826-850. 

 *Pettersson, Maria, Anniina Oksanen, 
Vladimir Masloboev, Tatiana Mingaleva and 
Victor Petrov (2015) “License to Mine: a 
comparison of the scope of the environmental 
assessment in Sweden, Finland and Russia” 
Natural Resources, 6, 237-255. 

 *Söderholm, Kristina, Patrik Söderholm, Heidi 
Helenius, Maria Pettersson, Roine Wiklund, 
Vladimir Masloboev, Tatiana Mingaleva and 
Victor Petrov (2015) “Regulation and 
Competitiveness in the Mining Industry: 
Permitting Processes in Finland, Sweden and 
Russia”, Resources Policy, 43, 130-142. 
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The changing global context (WP3) 

The aim of this WP is to analyse the broader, 
global context of governance and sustainable 
development in the European Arctic. 
Particular attention is devoted to interactions 
between environmental change, resource 
demand, the global economy and geopolitical 
changes.  

By use of scenario methodology, the WP was 
envisioned to provide a set of narratives of 
global change projections that can be used as 
background for analysing the potential future 
role of governance.  

Personnel 
WP leaders 

Annika E. Nilsson and Niklas Eklund 

Senior researchers 

Robert Corell, Niklas Eklund, Linda 
Jakobsson, Neil Melvin, Annika E. Nilsson. 

Junior Researchers:  

Marie Jürisoo, Ekaterina Klimenko, Lize-
Marié van der Watt 

Research tasks 
In the following we will report the 
achievements of the above-mentioned 
researchers in their respective research tasks. 

3.1 Environmental change and ecosystem 
services 

Foundational work on this theme in WP 3 has 
been carried out by Annika E Nilsson in 
collaboration with WWF in an effort to 
produce a scoping study on the economics of 
ecosystems services in the Arctic.  

Lize-Marié van der Watt produced a draft 
factsheet on environmental changes in the 
Barents region, based on current literature. 
This was presented as background material at 
the workshop on Future Scenarios in Pajala, 9-
10 March 2015 (see below). After further 
revision the factsheet will be distributed for 
peer review, and subsequently published as a 
reference text in collaboration with Arcum and 
MASD. 

3.2 Mineral resource flows 

Marie Jürisoo produced a discussion brief on 
“The global context of mineral resources in the 
European Arctic: geopolitical and 
sustainability dynamics”. The current draft is 
awaiting peer review comments and layout, 
but is expected to be finalized before the end 
of May and will be made available online.  

3.3 Energy resource flows 

Van der Watt took the first steps in working 
out a case study, which will especially involve 
the global–local nexus. This work will 
commence in autumn 2015.  

3.4 Evolving strategies in Arctic security and 
geopolitics 

Eklund has produced a journal article, in 
which he explores the scientific basis for 
Russian military doctrine and related current 
Russian debates about military theory.  

Eklund has started work on a joint article 
“Military land use and civic contentions in the 
European high north” together with WP 2 
researchers Olle Stjernström and Örjan 
Pettersson.  

Van der Watt collaborated with Norwegian 
and Danish colleagues on an essay on the 
implications and opportunities for scientific 
research stations to act as pivots between 
scientific and geopolitical issues, especially in 
the context of the military history of some 
Arctic research stations. The essay is currently 
under review for the Journal for 
Environmental Studies and Sciences (JESS). 

As part of the geopolitics theme, Eklund and 
van der Watt have started work on an essay 
on the role of geopolitical frameworks in 
Arctic strategic thinking. Drafting has started 
and submission is expected in the autumn. 

3.5 Key international actors 

Ekaterina Klimenko produced a policy paper 
that analyses the evolving Russian Arctic 
strategy in the changing international context 
as well as an essay that explores the 
consequences of the crisis in Ukraine on Arctic 
security and cooperation. In addition, 
Klimenko produced an expert comment and 
policy brief on the US leadership in the Arctic 
Council; the latter was published both in 
English and Russian. She is continuing work 
on an Insights Paper on Russian military and 
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security strategy in the Arctic. In addition, 
Klimenko was an invited speaker at several 
seminars and workshops, and was invited to 
meet with policy makers. She also made a 
number of media appearances as an expert on 
Russian foreign policy in the Arctic. 

In collaboration with Linda Jakobson, 
Klimenko will start research on China’s policy 
in the Arctic region and opportunities for 
China-Russia cooperation in the Arctic. 

3.6 Scenarios as a tool for synthesis 

The initial work on scenarios has taken a 
slightly different turn than envisioned in the 
proposal, thanks to an opportunity to engage 
with the Barents regional report for the Arctic 
Council assessment Adaptation Action for a 
Changing Arctic (AACA). Nilsson is lead 
author for the chapter on “Future Narratives” 
together with Henrik Carlsen at SEI. Van der 
Watt and Eklund are also involved. This 
chapter includes discussion about the need for 
methods to engage with local and regional 
actors in narrating the future. The chapter also 
describes a new method for linking global and 
local narratives, as well as empirical results 
from using this method. 

A major empirical effort has been a workshop 
on future scenarios in Pajala on 9-10 March 
2015, with approximately 35 participants of 
whom about half were local or regional actors. 
Nilsson, Van der Watt, Eklund, Jürisoo and 
Klimenko were involved in running the 
workshop. 

Sustainable development 

Nilsson participated in a workshop in South 
Carolina in February 2015 in preparation for 
ICARP III (International Conference on Arctic 
Research Planning), with the aim of producing 
a forward-looking whitepaper on 
sustainability research in the Arctic. This will 
also form the basis for a journal article. 

Concept of stakeholders in science policy in 
the European Arctic 

In this research line, van der Watt 
investigates how the concept of “stakeholders” 
was incorporated into Arctic science 
programmes during the boom in funding for 
Arctic science that began in the 1980s (and 
continues into the present). It relates to the 
overall Mistra programme in a self-reflective 
manner, and also comments on what is 
specific to the European Arctic, as compared 
to the North American or Russian Arctic.  

Energy cooperation in the Russian Arctic: 
one year after sanctions 

Ekaterina Klimenko is preparing a policy brief 
on the effects of sanctions on energy 
cooperation in the Russian Arctic. In July 
2014, the USA and the EU introduced 
sanctions that directly affected Russia’s 
hydrocarbon development projects in the 
Arctic. This forced many in Russia to reassess 
the strategy for developing the Arctic shelf. 
Some suggested suspending all projects and 
postponing development until ‘better times’, 
while others insist on developing the Arctic 
shelf without foreign technology. 

Research products 
Here follows a list of research products from 
WP3. Products marked * are related to the 
previous Mistra project Arctic future in a 
global context. 

Conferences, seminars and workshops 

 Umeå Association of International Affairs,
Future of the Arctic at Whole Earth? Umeå,
Sweden, 27 April 2015. Eklund, N. “The
Russian Bear—Going Polar or Still in the
Woods?” Klimenko, E. “Russia and the
Arctic: challenges to cooperation. Nilsson,
A. “Uncertain Futures – Environmental
Surprises, Securitization and Arctic
Governance.” Van der Watt, L.-M. “Climate
change, geopolitics and governance: the
view from Pajala” Attended by
approximately 80 people.

 Melvin, N, ‘The Arctic as a Zone for
Cooperation: Challenges for Europe and
Russia.’ Round-table discussion on
Europe–Russia relations, Ita Conference
presentations, workshops, seminars.

 Melvin, N, ‘The Arctic as a Zone for
Cooperation: Challenges for Europe and
Russia.’ Round-table discussion on
Europe–Russia relations, Italian Institute
for International Political Studies and the
Russian International Affairs Council,
Rome, Italy, 13 October, 2014.

 Murray, M; van der Watt, L.-M. et al.
“Responding to Arctic Environmental
Change: Translating Our Growing
Understanding into a Research Agenda for
Action”, VIII International Congress of
Arctic Social Scientists, Prince George BC,
Canada, May 2014.

 Klimenko, E., ‘Russia’s energy and shipping
routes: possibilities and limitations of
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 cooperation with China,’ Workshop “Arctic 
Nexus in Asia-Nordic relations” organized 
by the Danish Agency for Science, 
Technology and Innovation, Aalborg 
University, CIRCLA, Obel Foundation, 
Letterstedtska Föreningen, the Port of 
Aalborg and UiT The Arctic University of 
Norway, Aalborg, Denmark, 5-7 November, 
2014 

 Klimenko, E. “Arctic – struggle for regional
resources and influence?” “Security, climate
change and scarce resources”
(Säkerhetspolitik, klimatförändringar och
knappa resurser) organized by Folk och
Försvar and Luleå Technical University,
Luleå, Sweden, 12 November, 2014

 Klimenko, E. “Russia’s Arctic strategy and
the consequences of the crisis in Ukraine
for Russia’s Arctic development”,
presentation at “Where is Russia heading?”
(Vad Innebär Rysslands Vägval?), a course
organized by the Swedish Institute of
International Affairs (UI), Stockholm,
Sweden, 13 November, 2014.

 Klimenko, E spoke at “Arctic Challenges”, a
seminar on the political, economic and
environmental challenges in the Arctic
region and how these will be tackled in
2015 as the U.S. assumes chairmanship of
the Arctic Council, organized by UI in
collaboration with the U.S. Embassy in
Stockholm. Keynote speaker for the event
was Admiral Robert J. Papp, Jr., USCG
(Ret.), U.S. Special Representative for the
Arctic. The event can be watched at
http://www.ui.se/play Stockholm, Sweden,
16 January, 2015.

 Klimenko, E., “Hard Security and Military
Developments in the Arctic”, at Arctic
Security Matters organized by the EU
Institute for Strategic Studies in Brussels,
Belgium. Brussels, Belgium, 16 February,
2015. 

 Ekaterina Klimenko, ‘Russia and the Arctic:
an end to cooperation?’, SIPRI Essay,
March 2015,

 Nilsson, A.E. Arctic Environmental
Challenges. Resilience in the face of rapid
change. Invited presentation for the Nordic
Forum for Security Policy 2014. The Arctics
and the Barents Region – Cooperation,
Human Rights and Security Challenges.
Tromsø, Norway, 13 November 2014.

 Nilsson, A.E. Är Sverige en arktisk nation? I
spänningsfältet mellan självbild, vetenskap
och utrikespolitik. Invited keynote for the
2014 Sweden Symposium Sverigestudier
och det samtida Arktis, Association for
Swedish Teachers and Researchers in

America, Seattle, 17 October 2014. 

 Nilsson, A.E. Rapid change and resilience:
Expanding dimensions of commons
governance. Invited keynote presentation at
From generation to generation – the use of
commons in a changing society.
International Association for the Study of
the Commons, Umeå, Sweden, 18
September 2014.

 Nilsson, A.E. Arctic environmental
challenges. Invited presentation at the 11th
Conference of the Parliamentarians of the
Arctic Region. Whitehorse, Yukon, Canada,
10 September 2014.

 Nilsson, A.E. The changing role of Arctic
governance: Creating a safe operating space
for business. Presentation at ICASS VIII
Prince George, Canada, 22 May 2014.

 Nilsson, A.E. Scenarios in Mistra Arctic
Sustainable Development. Presentation at
the Arctic scenarios workshop, 20 May
2014, Vienna, Austria.

 Nilsson, A.E. Knowledge and governance in
a changing Arctic. Invited keynote
presentation at the final event for Arctic
Mistra Futures in a Global Context.
Stockholm, Sweden, 5 March 2014.

 van der Watt, L.-M. “Politics, programmes
and people: Contemporary scientific
collaboration in the Arctic.” Invited
presentation at Polar Forum seminar
arranged by APECS Sweden (Association of
Polar Early Career Scientists) and the
Stockholm Association of International
Affairs, 6 November 2014.

 van der Watt, L.-M. “Science Planning and
the ‘Stakeholder Section’ in Arctic
Environmental Change Research”, as part
of a panel “Towards a non-environmental
history of the Arctic” at the Arctic
Modernities Conference, hosted by the
University of Tromsø, Norway’s Arctic
University, September 2014.

Media attention 

 Niklas Eklund interviewed for “Information
har blivit ett vapen i modernt krig”,
Västerbottens-Kuriren, 25 October 2014.

 Niklas Eklund interviewed for
“Helikopterbrist hämmar ubåtsjakt”,
Västerbottens-Kuriren (TT), 25 October
2014. 

 Niklas Eklund interviewed for
“Föränderligt försvar”, Umeå Tidning, 15
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February 2015, Ekaterina Klimenko, 
Rysslands strategier för Arktis, at 
Kunskapskanalen.se. 

 Ekaterina Klimenko, Russia and the Arctic:
an end to cooperation? Essay has been
republished at The Swedish Wire.

 Ekaterina Klimenko quoted in ‘Sanctions
sap allure of Russia’s Arctic shipping route’,
Reuters, January 22, 2015.

Stakeholder outreach 

 14 November, 2014, Stockholm, Sweden: A
group of students from the Circle of
International Relations – a student
organization working at the University of
Tartu in Estonia – carried out a study visit
to SIPRI to learn about SIPRI’s research on
regional security issues. Ekaterina
Klimenko presented SIPRI’s work on the
Arctic region conducted within the MASD
activities.

 February 3, 2015, Stockholm, Sweden:
Ekaterina Klimenko met with the Head of
Political Section of China’s Embassy in
Sweden, Mr. Zhai Yanping, to discuss the
future of Arctic cooperation, the upcoming
Chairmanship of the US of the Arctic
Council, and the role of Asian states in the
Arctic.

 February 17, 2015, Stockholm, Sweden,
Ekaterina Klimenko met with Kent
Härstedt, member of the Swedish
Parliament, Vice President of the OSCE
Parliamentary Assembly, to discuss the
future of Russia’s energy development and
shipping in the Arctic.

 Klimenko, Ekaterina, Russia and the Arctic:
an end to cooperation? SIPRI Essay, March
15, 2015.

 Klimenko, Ekaterina, US leadership in the
Arctic Council: What choices does the USA
have?, SIPRI Expert Comment, April 22,
2015. 

 Klimenko, Ekaterina, Arctic Council Gets
New Leader: what choice will Washington
make? RIAC Analytics, April 23, 2015. In
English.

 Sommerkorn, M. and Nilsson, A.E. (in
review) Governance of Arctic Ecosystem
Services. In The Economics of Ecosystems
and Biodiversity (TEEB) for the Arctic: A
Scoping Study.

--- 

 *Eklund, N. (2015) “Vision Impossible? 
Some aspects of the current Russian 
debates about the military sciences” in 
Journal on Baltic Security 1 (1), 71-84. 

 *Jürisoo, Marie. The global context of 
mineral resources in the European Arctic: 
geopolitical and sustainability dynamics. 
SEI Discussion Brief (to be published by 
end of May). 

 *Klimenko, Ekatarina, Russia’s Evolving 
Arctic Strategy: Drivers, Challenges and 
New Opportunities, SIPRI Policy Paper No. 
42. 

 *Nilsson, A.E. (2014) Hållbar utveckling 
som norm och politiskt verktyg. In Azar et 
al. Miljöpolitikens spelplan. Rapport från 
Miljöforskningsberedningen. Stockholm: 
Fritzes.  

 *Nilsson, A.E. Creating a safe operating 
space for business: The changing role of 
Arctic governance. (Book chapter, 
submitted.) 

 *Roberts, P. and van der Watt, L.-M. “On 
past, present and future Arctic 
expeditions”, in Birgitta Evengård, Joan 
Nymand Larsen and Oyvind Paasche, eds. 
The New Arctic (Springer Verlag, 2015). 

Publications  

Published, in press or submitted 
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WP4. Regional and local governance – creating 
sustainable development in the European Arctic? 
In this work package (WP4), there is a focus on 
stakeholders. How are global change and the 
impact of new governance measures perceived 
by stakeholders in the European Arctic? Is it 
possible to identify successful approaches to 
dealing with change among them? Thus, in 
WP4 work conducted in the other three work 
packages will be linked to the local level 
challenges of the present.  

WP4 identifies four specific areas for 
investigation:  

 Local planning and land use conflicts.

 Impacts and responses within reindeer
husbandry.

 Tourism developments.

 Industrial extraction sites.

Personnel 
WP leaders 

Dieter Müller; Olof Stjernström. 

Senior researchers 

Dag Avango; Carina Keskitalo; Dieter Müller; 
Örjan Pettersson; Olof Stjernström; Sverker 
Sörlin; Nina Wormbs; Urban Wråkberg.  

Junior researchers 

Eric Paglia; Peder Roberts. 

PhDs 

Daniel Svensson; Andrian Vlahkov; Joakim 
Byström. 

Research tasks 
In the following we will report the 
achievements of the above-mentioned 
researchers in their respective research tasks. 

4.1 Local planning and land use conflicts in 
the north 

In the initial stage, a number of detailed studies 
have been planned and field work, mainly 
interviews in Kiruna and Pajala, has started. 
Olof Stjernström has a leading role in the field 
work process. The work to transcribe the 
interviews has just started, and we currently 
have three persons involved in this work, all 

based at the Department of Geography and 
Economic History, Umeå University. The 
fieldwork and the actual research in this part 
cooperates with all the other work packages.  

We also intend to develop a study based on 
both WP 1 and WP 4, dealing with mega-scale 
industrial structures and how they impact on 
future development in the natural extraction 
industries and the tourism sector. Dag Avango 
and Olof Stjernström are responsible for this 
study. 

It is also worth mentioning that the research 
group are in the second phase in the process of 
applying for research grants from FORTE to 
develop the analysis of regional development 
and consequences of the fly in – fly out concept 
based on the case of Malmfälten.  

4.2 Possibilities for reindeer husbandry to 
incorporate or manage increasing 
requirements: the role of path dependency 

Postdoc in WP2 Lovisa Solbär and PhD student 
in WP2-4 Johannes Räftegård are together 
working on projects related to how municipal 
planning can take into account various land use 
interests, including reindeer husbandry. Cases 
review mining and wind power EIAs, for 
instance, and how reindeer husbandry has been 
taken into account in these with regard to 
determining location and measures taken to 
limit impacts.  

4.3 Tourism developments in a changing 
north 

In an initial stage of this research task, research 
from the previous MISTRA Arctic Futures 
programme was finalized. This resulted in an 
article on labour market impacts of tourism in 
national parks (Byström & Müller, 2014). The 
article shows that the assumption that nature 
protection promotes positive economic 
development through tourism is not applicable 
in a northern Swedish context. Hence, it rejects 
the often-suggested positive relationship 
between nature protection and tourism labour 
market development. Moreover, a book chapter 
(Müller 2015) summarizes findings from the 
first stage of the programme. 

New field work for this research task has been 
prepared and carried out during autumn 2014 
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and spring 2015 in Kiruna, Pajala and 
Jokkmokk. In this context, Byström 
interviewed more than 20 tourism stakeholders 
in order to map their perception of the 
interrelationship of mines and tourism 
development. Preliminary results indicate that 
the willingness to develop tourism related to 
mines is not necessarily dependent on their 
factual attraction value but rather in relation to 
the success of the mining development.  

In August 2014, Daniel Svensson and Sverker 
Sörlin carried out a number of interviews at 
Nikkaluokta, for their work in RT 4.3 on the 
heritage of tourism and “movement heritage” in 
a broader sense. The group also carried out an 
extensive survey in the region, focusing on 
material remains of movement in the 
Norrbotten mountains (see publication list). 

4.4 Extraction sites as assets for new Arctic 
futures or abandoned mining landscapes as 
resources for Arctic futures 

The researchers involved in this research task 
are Dag Avango, Peder Roberts, Urban 
Wråkberg, Andrian Vlakhov and Eric Paglia. 
The research is closely connected to a parallel 
research project led by Dag Avango and funded 
by Nordregio, titled “Sustainable Communities 
and the Legacies of Mining in the Nordic 
Arctic” (2014-2016). MASD researchers Olle 
Stjernström, Dieter Müller and Joakim 
Byström are also participating in this project. 
The funding within the Nordregio project 
covers field work costs, enabling the 
researchers involved to carry out field work in 
Norrbotten, Svalbard and Western Greenland.  

The above-mentioned researchers have 
conducted the following activities over the 
period April 1 2014 – March 31 2015:  

Field work at Barentsburg: From June-October 
2015, PhD student Andrian Vlakhov conducted 
anthropological field work in Barentsburg, 
living in the community and working as a 
teacher in the local school there. Through this 
participatory observation methodology and by 
conducting semi-structured interviews, 
Vlakhov has collected an extensive amount of 
data for his dissertation project. 

Field work in Norrbotten: In June 2014, Dag 
Avango and Anna Stenport conducted field 
research in the settlements of Kiruna, 
Malmberget and Aitik. The field work consisted 
of a) documentation of mining landscapes using 
digital cameras and text description, b) 
documentation and analyses of museum 
exhibitions, c) documentation and analyses of 
interpretative material at heritage sites and 
nature/culture trails and d) a number of semi-

structured interviews with actors within 
municipal planning and mining in the area. 

Field work in Kiruna: Over the course of one 
week in early January 2015, Dag Avango, 
Peder Roberts, Olle Stjernström and Joakim 
Byström conducted a large number of semi-
structured interviews in Kiruna Municipality – 
municipal planners and heritage custodians, 
tourism entrepreneurs, as well as 
representatives of architecture and planning 
consultancies, Sami villages, mining companies 
and state agencies dealing with extractive 
industries.  

Field work in Pajala and Luleå: Back to back 
with MASD colloquium in Pajala, Dag Avango, 
Olle Stjernström and Joakim Byström 
conducted field work in Pajala and Luleå, in the 
form of interviews with representatives of Sami 
villages, tourism entrepreneurs, the county 
museum and the hydro-power industry. 

Several articles have already been published or 
submitted, fully or partly based on this research 
(see list of publications below).  

4.5 Other 

Joakim Byström spent five months at the 
Department of Parks, Recreation & Tourism 
Management, North Carolina State University, 
USA. During his visit he gave several seminars 
on his research to graduate students and faculty 
at the department. 

Research products 
Here follows a list of research products from 
WP4. Products marked * are indirect 
outcomes.  

Presentations 

 Avango, Dag “Creating sustainable
development in the Arctic: abandoned
extraction sites as assets for new Arctic
futures”, paper presentation at ICOMOS
International Polar Heritage Committee
conference The Future of Polar Heritage,
Copenhagen, 25-28 May 2014.

 Avango, Dag “The Greening of Arctic
Mining Landscapes: The Politics of
Industrial Heritage at Svalbard”, paper
presented at the conference Arctic
Modernities, Tromsø, Norway, 16
September 2014.

 Avango, Dag & Roberts, Peder “Mining
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landscapes as cultural heritage: lessons 
from the Nordic Arctic”, paper at the 
conference Mining the Arctic: Sustainable 
Communities, Economies, and Governance, 
at The Barents Institute, The Arctic 
University of Norway, Kirkenes, 7-8 
October 2014. 

 Avango, Dag “Placing the Anthropocene”,
paper presented together with Libby Robin
at the symposium Im/mortality and
In/finitude in the Anthropocene:
Perspectives from the Environmental
Humanities, Royal Institute of Technology,
2-4 December 2014.

 Müller D.K. (2014) Destinations,
Accessibility and Scale: On Public
Perceptions of Tourism Opportunities and
Constraints in Northern Sweden. IGU
Commission Geography of Tourism,
Leisure and Global Change Pre-congress
meeting “Tourism and Transition in a Time
of Change”, 13-17 August 2014,
Kraków/Pieniny Mts., Poland

 Müller, D.K. (2015). Community and
Sustainable Development: A Critical
Reflection from the North. Keynote,
International Conference on Sustainable
Tourism and Resilient Communities, The
Chinese University of Hong Kong, 6-8 May
2015. 

 Roberts, Peder and Avango, Dag,
“Industrial heritage and the construction of
Arctic futures”, Society for the
Advancement of Scandinavian Studies
annual meeting, Columbus (OH), 9 May
2015. 

 Stjernström O (2015) The MASD project
and local development. Presentation at “Får
alla plats” organized by Georange.
Skellefteå 23 March 2015

 ‘Rörelsens kulturarv: Att synliggöra
diskreta lämningar för hållbar turism’,
presented 14 October 2014 at Towards
Excellence in Cultural Tourism Workshop,
Hindås.

 ‘The Movement Heritage: Discrete
Monuments and Sustainable Development
in the Swedish Mountain Range’, presented
5 November 2014 at Polarforum,
Stockholm.

 ‘Fjällens rörelsearv: Hållbar fjällutveckling
och lokal kunskap’, presented 4 February
2015 at Kunskapskonferensen Storslagen
Fjällmiljö, Ammarnäs.

 ‘The Movement Heritage: Training, History
and Sustainable Landscape Use’, presented
7 May 2015 at Running and Landscape,

Swedish University of Agricultural 
Sciences, Alnarp. 

Media outreach 

 Müller, D.K. (2015). Utmaningar för
turismutveckling i Norr. Academy of
Swedish Lapland – tourism industry
meeting, Gällivare, 27 May 2015.

Publications 

Published, in press or submitted 

 Avango, Dag and Eva Grönlund-Myrberg.
“Falun copper mine – industrial heritage in
mining futures”, in Albrecht, Helmuth et
al., Industrial and Mining Landscapes
within world heritage context. (Freiberg:
2014). 

 Robin, Libby, Dag Avango, Luke Keogh,
Nina Möllers, Bernd Scherer and Helmuth
Trischler, ‘Three Galleries of the
Anthropocene’, The Anthropocene Review
Vol. 1(3) 2014. pp. 207–224
doi:10.1177/2053019614550533

 Kinnosian & Wråkberg, “Palimpsests in the
North European Borderland: The Border-
Aesthetics of Post-Soviet Space” chapter
accepted for: Border Aesthetics, eds. Johan
Schimanski and Stephen Wolfe.

--- 

 *Avango and Roberts, “Narrating the pasts 
of Arctic futures: resource extraction sites 
as heritage” (in press 2015) 

 *Avango and Roberts, “Humans, the 
humanities, and writing Arctic 
environments” (in press 2015) 

 *Byström, J., & Müller, D. K. (2014). 
Tourism labor market impacts of national 
parks: The case of Swedish Lapland. 
Zeitschrift für Wirtschaftsgeographie, 58(2-
3), 115-126. 

 *de la Barre S., P.T. Maher, K. Hillmer, 
E.H. Huijbens, M. Lamers, D. Liggett, D.K. 
Müller, A. Pashkevich, E.J. Stewart & J. 
Dawson (2014). Tourism and Arctic 
observation systems: exploring the 
relationship. Polar Research (re-
submitted). 

 *Müller D.K. (2014). Issues in Arctic 
tourism. In B. Evengård, J. Nymand Larsen 
& Ø. Paasche, (Eds.) The New Arctic. D 
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 *Müller, D.K. & Brouder, P. (2014). 
Dynamic development or destined to 
decline? The case of Arctic tourism 
businesses and local labor markets in 
Jokkmokk, Sweden. In A. Viken & B. 
Granås (Eds.), Destination Development in 
Tourism: Turns and Tactics (pp. 227-244). 
Farnham: Ashgate.  

 *Pashkevich, A. & Stjernström, O. (2014). 
Making Russian Arctic accessible for 
tourists: analysis of the institutional 
barriers. Polar Geography. 

 *Pashkevich, A., Lundmark L., Stjernström, 
O. (2015). Ecosystem preservation, nature-
based tourism and the institutions 
promoting both in the Russian Arctic – a 
case study. Submitted to Polar Journal 

 *Svensson, D., Sörlin, S. and Wormbs, N. 
(2015). ‘The movement heritage – tourists 
and the Anthropocene’ in Gren, Martin and 
Huijbens, Edward (eds.), Tourism and the 
Anthropocene, London: Routledge. 

 *Vlakhov A. V. Resursy v rossiiskoi chasti 
Barentseva Evro-Arkticheskogo regiona kak 

marker identichnosti (Resources in the 
Russian part of the Barents Euro-Arctic 
Region as an identity marker) // V.N. 
Davydov, D.V. Arzyutov (eds.) Sibirskii 
Sbornik – 4. Grani sotsial’nogo: 
Antropologicheskie perspektivy 
issledovaniia sotsialnykh otnoshenii i 
kul’tury. St. Petersburg: MAE RAN, 2014. 
Pp. 189–199. 

 *Vlakhov A. V. Regional’naia identichnost v 
rossiiskoi chasti Barentseva Evro-
Arkticheskogo regiona (Identities in the 
Russian North within the framework of the 
Barents Euro-Arctic Region) // Yelena 
Belokurova, Maria Nozhenko (eds.) 
Sdelano v Evrope: vzglyad rossiiskikh 
issledovatelei (Made in Europe: Russian 
researchers’ insight). St. Petersburg: 
Norma, 2014. Vol. 2. Pp. 151–184. 

 *Vlakhov A. V. Review of: Anna Sirina. 
Evenki and Evens in the Modern World: 
Self-Consciousness, Nature Management 
and World View. Moscow: Vostochnaia 
literatura, 2012. // Antropologichesky 
Forum (Forum for Anthropology and 
Culture), vol. 23 (2014). Pp. 269–276.  

Programme management 

The MASD programme is hosted by Arcum, the 
Arctic Research Centre at Umeå University. 
Umeå University. Besides Umeå University, the 
programme partners are: the Royal Institute of 
Technology (KTH), the Division of History of 
Science and Technology, Stockholm, the 
International Peace Research Institute (SIPRI), 
and Stockholm Environmental Institute (SEI). 

Personnel 
Programme management: 
Carina Keskitalo, scientific manager. 
Peter Sköld, administrative manager. 
Lena Maria Nilsson, communicator. 

Programme Board: 
Lars Lustig, County Director, County 
Administrative Board of Västerbotten, Sweden 
Michael Anzén, Vice-chair of Arctic Council’s 

Sustainable Development Working 
Group, Ministry for Foreign Affairs, Sweden 
Karin Bäckstrand, Professor, Political Science, 
Lund University, Sweden 
Helena Omma, 2nd Vice 
Chairman, International Centre for Reindeer 
Husbandry (ICR) 
Lennart Gustafsson, Chairman, Georange, 
Malå, Sweden 

Scientific advisory board: 
Joan Nymand Larsen, Doctor, Senior Scientist, 
Stefansson Arctic Institute, Akureyri, Iceland 
Oran Young, Professor, University of California, 
Santa Barbara, USA 
Peter Schweitzer, Professor, Doctor, Universität 
Wien, Austria 

Programme Director at Mistra: 
Johan Edman, Mistra 
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Management 

Programme meetings and organisation 

The programme has, as planned, held two 
programme meetings during its first year, both 
in conjunction with open public meetings as 
well as meetings with invited stakeholder 
presentation and consultation (in accordance 
with the plan set out in the programme 
application). The first meeting was held in 
Storuman in autumn 2014 and the second in 
Pajala in spring 2015 (Västerbotten and 
Norrbotten in Sweden, respectively). In Pajala, 
the invited stakeholder meeting component was 
extended in the WP3 scenario workshop. Good 
scientific progress in particular on the part of 
WP1, which constitutes the historical 
component and thereby the basis for work on 
path dependency in all other work packages, 
also makes more cross-WP activities and a 
higher level of integration possible. 

During the meetings, we have made significant 
progress on promoting discussion across the 
programme, as well as on ethics, interview 
methodology, and the sustainability concept, 
and have also developed an improved 
understanding of the local case study area in 
both the public and invited stakeholder 
meetings.  

During the Pajala meeting, the Scientific 
Advisory Board was invited to comment on the 
programme, and the programme had already 
discussed and taken decisions on many of the 
issues suggested at the same meeting. Issues 
such as more cross-WP work and coordination 
are thus already being planned, which also 
results in subsequent colloquia becoming more 
focused on group work. The suggestion that 
more general reporting could also be made, for 
instance in other formats before the meeting, 
will now also be taken up at the Kirkenes 
meeting, with reporting to be submitted by WP 
leaders prior to the meeting.  

The field trip is now also being re-scheduled so 
that it is placed first in the programme, which 
enables us to reflect more on the field trip at the 
meeting. We will also look into connecting more 
with other programmes including in 
preparation for the spring 2016 meeting in 
Finland. Here, the Finnish co-organisers could 
help us link better to ongoing research in the 
area. After the first phases of meetings to cover 
all four case study regions at least, we could 
also start considering the possibility of 
organising meetings e.g. in common with 
Norwegian projects.  

Adaptation Actions for a Changing Arctic 
participation 

The programme as a whole has been invited to 
participate in the Arctic Council project the 
Adaptation Actions for a Changing Arctic 
(AACA) Barents report, Chapter 3 (of which 
Keskitalo is one of the lead authors), and a large 
proportion of the programme membership has 
also contributed. Individual programme 
members are also involved in other chapters. 
The report is expected in 2016 (although this 
may be delayed due to delays in the process in 
general).  

Stakeholder input into research themes 

The themes suggested by stakeholders during 
open and invited presentation meetings have 
been summarized and discussed within the 
group. With regard to the discussion of 
stakeholder suggestions from the Storuman and 
Pajala meetings, some general results were 
that:  

- Extending the programme into tax systems as 
well as aging populations studies will be 
discussed with people outside the programme. 

- Demographers as well as all others who in 
some way deal with discussions of population 
will consider both gender and in-migration 
(“new northerners” such as Burmese, Thai or 
refugees) in their assessments. 

On all other issues suggested by stakeholders, 
work is either already progressing or specific 
WPs are going to look into the potential to 
extend into these: reporting on this point will 
be included in the autumn 2015 meeting.  

Clarification of principles for communication 
and feedback to stakeholders have also been 
made. For example, results from the 
programme will be mentioned in the 
newsletters, and summaries of results from 
studies that were particularly asked for at 
certain locations will be sent to those 
participants at that meeting who provided 
contact information for this. Fact sheets or 
shorter briefs can also be published on the 
webpage (and, if necessary, translated). More 
demanding activities for stakeholders such as 
scenario workshops are, of course, assumed to 
report back in greater detail.  
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Problematizing the “Arctic” and northern 
Europe 

In accordance with the constructivist 
orientation of the programme plan, a 
programme discussion has also clarified the 
relevance of assessing the correct term to use 
on a case-by-case basis, for each study or 
publication (for instance, “Arctic” or more 
specific regional or local terms). The aim is to 
use as specific geographical and group terms as 
possible, clarifying what these are seen as a case 
of and why. We are also more broadly invited to 
problematize related terms or cases, e.g. the 
unity of northern Europe, Swedes, Sami, 
Norwegians or any other group identification, 
for instance in relation to discussing new 
northern populations such as Thai or Burmese 
as well as gender perspectives. This in itself 
constitutes an important step towards nuancing 
the images of the “Arctic”.  

Distribution of the board funds 

Distribution of the MASD board funds was 
suggested and decided to follow the principles 
of 1) using the funds to pursue research 
suggested by the stakeholders that has not been 
part of the research plan; 2) to ensure PhD and 
post-doc funding covers the whole period; 3) to 
support coordination between the WPs with 
travelling funds; 4) to support field studies; 5) 
to support outreach activities (conferences, 
workshops, etc.); 6) remuneration for the 
programme board. Specific suggestions for the 
use of board funds along these lines is 
determined by Keskitalo and Sköld and 
reported to the board continuously at each 
meeting.  

Metadata, research ethics and common 
fieldwork methodology and coordination 

Discussions at programme meetings have 
resulted in decisions on metadata, which – after 
the end of the programme – will be reported 
using a metadata form based on the excel 
interview sheet to VR (who manages metadata 
for Sweden).  

Following discussions in cooperation between 
WP2 and WP4, a common fieldwork 
methodology and coordination documents have 

been developed to be used by these interview-
intensive work packages and by the programme 
as a whole. This fieldwork methodology and 
coordination, as well as the clarification of 
principles for communication and feedback to 
stakeholders, and the practice of stakeholder 
and open public meetings, are in line with the 
research ethics principles, which have been 
discussed and revised at programme meetings 
(as a continuous point).  

Outreach 
The project management has been extensively 
involved in promoting the MASD project in a 
number of national and international contexts. 
It has been used as an excellent example of new 
and innovative example of Swedish research 
initiatives within Arctic social sciences. In turn, 
our network of external colleagues has 
increased considerably, and the project has now 
a broader foundation for scientific dialogue. 

Scientific outreach 

 Presentation at International Arctic Science
Committee WGHS, Helsinki 5 April 2014, New
Governence for Sustainable Development in
the European Arctic.

 Presentation at the seminar Arctic research
arranged for Board of Arcum, University of the
Arctic Board of Governors and the Ministry of
Foreign Affairs, Umeå 23 April 2014, The
Arctic Research Centre at Umeå University.

 Introductory presentation at the workshop
Northern and indigenous research at Umeå
University, Umeå 5 May 2014, New
perspectives on Arctic research.

 Presentation at University of the Arctic Council
Meeting, Prince George, Canada 21 May 2014,
Arctic research strategies.

 Presentation at the plenary session Arctic
Futures, Sustainabilities and Strategic
Environmental Research at International
Congress of Arctic Social Sciences VIII, Prince
George, Canada 22 May 2014, Salience,
Stakeholders and Sustainaibility.

 Presentation with Peter Schweitzer, University
of Vienna at the session International Arctic
Science Committee Work Group Human and
Social Sciences at International Congress of
Arctic Social Sciences VIII, Prince George,
Canada 24 May 2014, Arctic science and the
human dimension.

 Presentation at the Closing Ceremonies at
International Congress of Arctic Social
Sciences VIII, Prince George, Canada 26 May
2014, Umeå city and Arctic research at Umeå
University.
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 Opening presentation at the workshop Arctic
Health Seminar, Umeå 4 June 2014, Health
and medicine in the Arctic.

 Presentation for rectors and researchers at
Petrozavodsk State University, Petrozavodsk 8
June 2014, Collaborative research
opportunities between Umeå University and
Petrozavodsk State University.

 Presentation at IV Annual International
Meeting of High-Level Representatives of the
Artic Council Member States, Naryan-Mar 5–7
August 2014, Indigenous challenges in the
North: Health, rights and identity.

 Presentation at the conference A Sustainable
Arctic: Preconditions, Pitfalls and Potentials
arranged by the Konrad Adenauer Stiftung,
Bergen 8 September 2014, Altruistic
approaches to the Arctic? Initial perspectives.

 Opening lecture at the International
Association for the Study of the Commons 3rd
European Conference, Umeå 16 September
2014, The Arctic & the Commons.

 Presentation for the directorates at the UIT –
Arctic University of Norway and Umeå
University, Tromsø 14 October 2014, Arctic
Collaboration Perspectives.

 Key-note lecture at the conference Barents
Studies – Past, Present and Future arranged at
the Arctic Centre at University of Lapland in
Rovaniemi 4-5 November 2014, Challenges to
Arctic Social Science Research.

 Plenary presentation at the Polar Day 2014
arranged by The Swedish Polar Research
Secretariate, Stockholm 5 November 2014,
Current and Future Directions of Human and
Social Science Polar Research.

 Presentation at the Arcum Seminar, Umeå 6
November 2014, Recent international calls,
ongoing projects, IASSA and the forthcoming
ICASS IX Conference.

 Presentation at the 1st Spanish Symposium on
the Arctic Region, University of Compostela
Madrid 13 November 2014, Current and
Future Directions of Human and Social
Science in the Arctic (English).

 Key-note lecture at the opening of the 4th
Barents Occupational Health Conference,
Umeå 24 November, Umeå University and
research in the Arctic (English).

 Key-note lecture at the opening of the
conference Indigenous Peoples & Extractive
Industries, Umeå 26-27 November 2014, The
Use of Arctic Research.

 Lecture at Granö Beckasin arranged by Bertil
and Valborg Vinka Foundation, Granö 2
December 2014, 400 years in Sápmi.

 Presentation at the conference Thriving
Northern Communities, Storuman 9 December

2014, No polar bears, no icebergs: challenges 
for northern Sweden addressed by a new 
research project. 

 Lecture at European Studies Centre, Berkeley
University, USA, 28 January 2015, Indigenous
Challenges during 400 Years – The Sami of
Northern Sweden.

 Presentation at the conference USI
Symposium on Arctic Governance, University
of California Irvine, USA, 31 January 2015,
Salience, Stakeholders and Sustainabilities –
Arctic Social Sciences.

 Presentation for a delegation from the Ministry
of Research and Higher Education including
Minister Helene Hellmark Knutsson, Umeå 20
February 2015, Arctic research in Sweden –
today and tomorrow.

 Lecture at University of Cambridge,
Cambridge 25 February 2015, The Sami Health
Transition - a Success Story in an Indigenous
Culture Context.

 Presentation at Arctic Council Sustainable
Development Working Groups meeting in
Whitehorse, Canada, 1 March 2015, Challenges
for Arctic social sciences and a new network
organization.

 Presentation at the 6th Arctic Shipping
Summit, Montreal 18 March 2015, Current and
Future Directions of Human and Social Arctic
Sciences.

Popular outreach 

 Presentation at round table seminar arranged
by the county governor of Västerbotten,
Magdalena Andersson, related to the
government assignment concerning the
possibilities for increased collaboration in the
northern area, Umeå 3 June 2014, The Barents
area and the economic market

 Presentation at the opening of the innovation
center Sliperiet, Umeå 16 September, The
Arctic – a Matter of Time

 Presentation as panel member at the open
forum Growth from the North arranged by the
county governor of Västerbotten, Umeå 25
September, Regional development and human
capital

 Presentation for Umeå Rotary Club, Umeå 22
August, The Arctic – an eyecatcher of the
world

 Public lecture at the House of Science,
arranged by the County Administrative Board
of Norrbotten, Luleå 2 September, The Arctic –
not only icebergs
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