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INTRODUCING SOCIAL SPACE IN A SPATIALLY DISPERSE NEIGHBOURHOODRESTRUCTURING SUBURBIA
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Municipal housing 
company: 
Rental apartments.

Bostadsrätter and 
rental apartments.

Bostadsrätter, 
collectives, rental 
apartments

Funding:
To municipalites that builds residential    
buildings, set according to the number of    
dwellings.

For construction of rental apartments and    
student housing, 6 600 SEK/m�.

Grants:
For smaller cultural 
and social projects

Community gardens, workshops, 
shared greenhouses. Community 
facilities, e.g shared kitchen.
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New border Old border

Space added to 
the private 

domain, 
previously public

PUBLIC PARK PRIVATE PUBLIC

Existing housing.

Shared living room.

Existing housing.

New housing,
rowhouses. New housing.New housing.

Public 
path

Public 
path

New housing.

New housing.

New housing.

Stores and offices in the 
ground floor makes for an 
active street front.

The green strip is 
preserved as open 
public space, providing 
a basis for ecological 
diversity in the urban.

Pedestrian and bicycle 
movement along the road 
makes the drivers aware of 
them resulting in lower 
speed and greater safety.

W = walking
W/B = walking & bicycling
P = Parking
C = Cars
T = Tree zone

P C CT T W/BW

Collective garden, 
shared by the residents 
who takes care of it 
together. 

Green roofs and yards 
replace greenery lost 
when building. Helps 
prevent flooding.

The galleries that are 
facing the paths produces 
an active front, due to the 
movement of people.

Balconies and gardens 
toward the courtyard for 
more privacy.

The added building 
volumes create more 
appropriate spatial 
dimensions.

Small structures, plantings 
and fences define the 
border between public 
and private space.

Ground floor
Scale 1:100

1st floor
Scale 1:100

2nd floor
Scale 1:100

THE ROWHOUSE - Edge toward the park

THE URBAN STREET - Edge toward Fyrislundsgatan & the green stripTHE COLLECTIVE GARDEN - Edge toward the park

CO-OPERATIVE UNIT

INVOLVED ACTORS
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Section A - A: Collective garden
Scale 1:200

~ 20 m

The existing tower block is freely 
placed in the landscape, offset 
from the pedestrian path.

1

New residential buildings are placed 
along the path to establish a connection 
between the private dwellings and the 
public space. The buildings volumes 
outline the plot for the collective garden.

2

Smaller structures (e.g. greenhouse, 
storage, fences/walls, plantings, terrain 
etc.) define the boundaries for the 
collective garden and indicate the level of 
privacy.

3

The residents appropriate the space by 
growing their own vegetables, planting 
flowers etc. It is up to the residents to 
decide what should happen in the 
space and they are responsible to take 
care of the garden together.

4
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Section B - B: Row-houses
Scale 1:200

Co-operative unit configuration, example from siteplan.
Scale 1:500

1. Existing housing.
2. New housing, bostadsrätter.
3. New housing, rental apartments.
4. Shared courtyard.
5. Collective garden.
6. Shared facilities; e.g. living room, kitchen etc.
7. Ancillary buildings; e.g. storage, greenhouse.
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Existing housing. Existing housing.

Shared livingroom for the 
residents of the building which 
can be used both in every-day 
life and social events.

Front yards of varoius 
depth make for an active 
facade and provide the 
possibility for interaction

Private back garden. Shared courtyard.

New housing, 
rowhouses.

Public 
path

New border Old border

Space added to 
the private 

domain, 
previously public

PUBLIC PARK PRIVATE
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Front yards in direct connection to the public 
path by the park, with a clear visual border be-
tween private and public territory. The front yards 
of the rowhouses provides a transition space 
between the public and the private realm. It 
also gives the possibility for interaction between 

neighbours and passing people. The advantage of 
the rowhouse typology (with front and back yard) 
is that you can choose the level of interaction. If 
you want to be social you go to the front yard, 
but if you want to be more private the back yard 
is preferable.
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RESTRUCTURING SUBURBIA
Introducing social space in a spatially disperse neighbourhood

Public 
path

New borderOld border

Space added to the 
public domain, 
previously private

PUBLIC PARK PRIVATE

Workshop open for 
public use, provides the 
possibility and tools to 
build and repair things 
by yourself.

Shared livingroom for the 
residents of the building which 
can be used both in every-day 
life and social events.

Shared kitchen to be used 
by the residents.

New housing,
rowhouses.

Existing housing.

Winter garden 
for residents.

~ 16 m

~ 11,5 m

Section D - D: Bicycle self-service along bicycle path
Scale 1:200

?

Existing housing. Existing housing.

Existing housing.

New housing.

New housing.

Private garden.

Private garden.

Galleries toward the public 
space make an active facade.

Greenhouse for the residents, 
accessed via the staircase of 
the existing building.

Workshop open for 
public use, provides the 
possibility and tools to 
build and repair things 
by yourself.

Collective garden for the 
residents, who together 
take care of and maintain 
the garden.

Bicycle self-service: Clean 
and maintain your bike. 
Including tools, pump, 
water, grease etc.

Bicycle & 
pedestrian 

path

PUBLIC PUBLIC PRIVATEPRIVATEPRIVATE

THE BICYCLE SELF-SERVICE STATION - Edge toward the bicycle path

THE WORKSHOP - Edge toward the park

DESIGN GUIDELINES

GARDENING
The collective gardens provides the basis for inter-
action between the residents, who can get to know 
each other better while growing food and taking 
care of their outdoor environment.

ACTIVE FRONTS
Openings in the facade as entrances to the dwellings 
directly from the street/path gather the flow of people and 
provide a basis for interacting with each other.

HOUSING
The added housing is complementing the existing type of 
dwellings. Rental apartments and rowhouses allow differ-
ent kind of socio-economic groups to live in the area.

GREEN & NATURE
The green character of the area is important. Green roofs 
are used to compensate for green space taken away by 
new buildings and access to park and green space should 
be easy.

BICYCLING
Biking is a popular way of commuting to and from work 
and move about in Uppsala. Providing space for people to 
service and repair their bikes encourages bicycling.

CARS
The traffic and speed on Fyrislundsgatan can be decreased 
by narrowing the car lanes and add movement of pedestri-
ans and bicycles along it, as well as pedestrian crossings. 
The open parking lots are taken away and are replaced by 
underground parking by Fyrislundsgatan.
Access by car to the buildings by the pedestrian paths are 
for loading and unloading only.

PLAY
The playground in the park should be made acces-
sible for all age groups. 
By creating enclosed courtyards the parents can 
easier keep track of their children.

WALKING
Pedestrian movement is prioritised. Defining the in be-
tween space by the paths will make way-finding easier. 
Different functions along the paths will induce more activi-
ties bewtween people.

SOCIAL/COMMUNITY
Both indoor and outdoor social space is provided to 
increase the possibility for interaction between resi-
dents. Public spaces like the workshop can function 
as meeting spaces and lead to new acquaintances.

SPATIAL DEFINITION
Public and private space is defined by buildings and small 
structures. The courtyards are enclosed by buildings to 
increase privacy and encourage use.

To establish a clear boundary between 
public and private space, structures are 
placed by the edge. The central structure 
provides a publicly accessed self-service 
station for bicycles on the ground floor, 
and shared space for the residents on the 
first floor (e.g. greenhouse, living room 
etc.).

The existing residential building is offset 
from the pedestrian & bicycle path. The 
private gardens are clearly visible from 
the path with only a few trees in between.

The space in between the building 
and the path can be made accessible 
for the residents.

The people passing on their bikes, on 
their way to/from work or on errands, 
can stop and service their bicycle if 
needed. The space created in between 
the private gardens and the new struc-
tures can be appropriated by the resi-
dents as a collective garden. This space 
serves as a buffer zone from the gaze of 
passing people into the private gardens.
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Section C - C: Workshop
Scale 1:200

Workshop and café extension.
Scale 1:200
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Siteplan
Scale 1:1000

Rowhouses with entrances toward a 
pedestrian path. The fronts of the 
dwellings are facing each other making 
encounters with neighbours more likely.

The bicycle self-service station provides 
an easy way to fix your bike. The resi-
dents can get a higher feeling of privacy 
in their gardens as the small structures 
and collective garden becomes a buffer 
zone.

The pedestrian path from the local 
centre meets the main bicycle path in a 
small square, which is directly connect-
ed to the playground.

The rowhouses define the boundary 
between the park and the residential 
area. The front yards act as a transition 
between public and private space.

The collective gardens provide a base 
for social encounters as well as defining 
the boundary between the park and the 
residential area.

Retail and offices in the ground floor 
towards the street. The neighbourhood 
is facing outwards, reconnecting to the 
city.

Movement along the street help keep 
the traffic speed down as driver become 
more aware of the pedestrians. Tree 
lines make for a more comfortable street 
scape.

The interior path through the tower 
block site is restructured as social space 
for the residents, with shared facilities 
and outdoor space.
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New housing.

Stores and offices in the 
ground floor makes for an 
active street front.

Pedestrian and bicycle 
movement along the road 
makes the drivers aware of 
them resulting in lower 
speed and greater safety.

W = walking
W/B = walking & bicycling
P = Parking
C = Cars
T = Tree zone

P C CT T W/BW

Courtyard

Collective garden

Front yards

Back garden

Pedestrian/bicycle path

Square

Park


