
1

RESTAURANT- EAT LOCALLY PRODUCED FOOD

FLOATCLUB- RECEPTIONDESK- ACQUIRE MEMBERSHIP & INFORMATION

PIER - ENERGY SUPPLIER

PIER - SEABED 

FLOATHOUSE-  RESIDENCY ON WATER

EVENT- ENJOY SHOWS AND LEARN ABOUT A LIFE ON WATER

RECYCLEBOAT - WASTE BEING RECYCLED AND RE-USED

INFOTOWER- UPCOMING EVENTS AND ACTIVITIES

FLOATING FACTORY- CONSTRUCTION WORKSHOP

FLOATHUB! 
Re-imagining  housing in the quest for freedom
mobile living in the 21th century

FLOATHUB!- Mobilt boende  på 2000-talet
Ett nytt boende i strävan efter frihet 

DANIELA LAMARTINE / Laboratory of Sustainable Architectural Production



2

FLOATHUB! 
Re-imagining housing in the quest for freedom

Daniela Lamartine

Master’s Programme “Laboratory of Sustainable Architectural Production”
Umeå School of Architecture

Umeå University 
www.arch.umu.se

Master Thesis 30 ETC

UMA Examinator
Prof. Robert Mull

External  Examiner: 
Sofia Dona

Supervisors: 
Andrew Belfield
Thomas Dobson

Umeå, Sweden 2018



3

Dedication

For those who wish to live mobile or those passionate of a 
lifestyle of nomadic means.



4

Abstract
Sweden is experiencing a national housing shortage. The housing market 
has created a financial inequality between generations and as a result, home-
ownership has become unachievable for many. Citizens who have become 
tired of the situation have found their solution in the mobile dwelling. With 
the main motivation of freedom this thesis examines the role of the mobile 
dwelling and those who strive for mobile lifestyles, while discussing whether 
it is a viable way of living as it is constantly challenged. 

The focus has been on investigating the challenges of living mobile, as the 
dwelling does not address the broader challenge of long-term financial secu-
rity. Also, as the long-term residency is constantly challenged by its location 
through legislation it contributes to the already vulnerable situation. 

The project concentrates on mobile living on water in the context of Stock-
holm, where I argue that its water as an asset has not yet been fully explored. 
The covered case studies have demonstrated the challenges of long-term 
residency for mobile dwellers have been overcome through different steps of 
actions, which in turn has contributed to the freedom of mobility. 

This project proposes that in keeping the benefits of mobile living and 
re-imagining a framework, mobile residents using their own assets and 
know-how, can through a collective action become developers themselves. 
Focus is given to the achievement of long-term financial and residential 
security and as a result, the mobile dwelling becomes more than a temporary 
solution.

Key words: 
Housing Shortage , Millennials, Nomad, Mobility, Mobile dwelling , 
Living on water, Sedentary, Flexible/Rigid
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Sailing on the Archipelago of Stockholm. 

INTRODUCTION

Sweden is currently experiencing a national housing shortage. The lack of 
affordable housing and long housing queue has shaped the housing crisis of the 
21st century.1 Excluded millennials who have become tired of the situation have 
like myself turned away to find own solutions; challenging the traditional ways of 
living.  

As a young adult I have been struggling to find an accommodation in the city of 
Stockholm. However, this all changed as my partner and I bought a sailboat for a 
minimal amount of money. This was our first step towards ownership and inde-
pendency; a way of owning without being burdened with loans and debt. For the 
first time, we could call something our own home. Today people are willing to live 
smaller and more mobile as seen in trending Tiny house movement.2 
Exhibiting itself as tiny houses, trailers, reshaped vehicles and houseboats it 
contains the quality of mobility with the main motivation of freedom.   

Utopian visions such as Ron Herrons Walking City, Yona Friedmans Villa Spatiale, 
or even Constant Nieuwenhuys’ imaginary city concept of New Babylon, are some 
examples of the nomadic ideas of 1960s that shared the motivation of freedom. 
The visions involved the city being flexible and able to respond to individual needs 
and desires. Through its flexibility it could empower each citizen. These visions 
were never truly achieved, but maybe now it is possible to come closer.  

The purpose of this thesis is to increase the understanding on how the mobile 
dwelling is relevant today and its relation to freedom. Through case studies and 
conducted interviews of mobile dwellers, I discuss whether the mobile dwelling 
is an affordable alternative as I relate it to our current housing system. I will also 
discuss the many difficulties of living mobile, as it is constantly being challenged 
through legislations and regulations.

1    Boverket, Bostadsmarknadsenkäten 2017, Boverket, https://www.boverket.se/sv/sam-
hallsplanering/bostadsplanering/bostadsmarknaden/bostadsmarknadsenkaten-i-korthet/
Boverket.se  (Accessed 2017-02-22).
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The aqcuistition of my sailboat. Omega 28. 

Working with this thesis I have asked questions like, how can we create a new 
framework to obtain a home? Can we take the benefits from living mobile? And 
more importantly, can we use the vulnerability of the situation to create financial 
and residential security through a collective action? 

The thesis is divided in five parts. The first part deals with the background of the 
project and is divided in three sections. Each section focuses on the overall un-
derstanding of the role and lifestyle the mobile dwelling offers in Western Society 
and relates it to the housing crisis and issues that emerge, which supports the 
design phase of the project. The second part deals with the context of Stockholm 
in exploring mobility and residency on water. This chapter looks into case studies 
and relates to the issues described in the background that supports both the de-
sign phase and strategy of the project. The third part analyses the housing system 
and alternative ways of financing with the aim to shape the proposal. The fourth 
part focuses on the local context of Stockholm and the specific implementation 
strategies to be used in the project. The fifth part deals with the design phase and 
focuses on the local implementation on my chosen site. 

The limitations of the study will be the into depth analysis and design proposal on 
an architectural scale in the context of Stockholm. The solution is not seen to solve 
the housing crisis, but instead demonstrate possibilities. The focus will be in the 
physicality, social and economic aspects of the existing conditions. 

2  The Tiny House Movement (also known as the “small house movement”) is a description for the architectural 
and social movement that encourages living in small homes. The tiny house trend began as a social movement 
in the United States in the 1990s. The movement is emphasized by its environmental and financial concerns, 
and the desire of the achievement of freedom.

How can the mobile dwelling take a bigger societal role in 
addressing the 21st century Swedish housing crisis, where 
long-term financial security is substituted for freedom?

The main research question of the thesis is: 
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The role of mobile dwellings in Western society
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1.1 Overview 

Sweden’s population is currently suffering from a national housing shortage as there is 
a lack of housing in 255 out of 290 municipalities. 3  This can be seen through the long 
housing queue that exists in many municipalities and also on the high housing prices 
we are facing today. As an example, the average time before obtaining a rental apart-
ment was ten years in Stockholm 2017.4  
  
Sweden’s goal is to build over 710 000 accommodations each year in order to meet 
the housing needs by 2025.5  However, according to analysts of the Swedish authority 
Boverket, the housing shortage cannot be solved through a building boom. Instead, 
they state that the current situation is more about an inefficient utilization of existing 
housing stock.6   

The architects Tatjna Schneider and Jeremy Till touches on the same topic as they refer 
to a situation of “built-in obsolescence”.  In a journal they state, “...the housing sector is 
building in obsolescence through inflexibility […] Inflexibility means that once the users’ 
needs change, as inevitably they do, the occupants have no choice but to move. This keeps 
the housing market in a state of permanent demand.”7 

Authorities argues that the solution lies in reforms to increase the residents’ mobility 
within the housing market so existing accommodations can be used more efficiently. 
But as these reforms requires change of regulations, taxes and subsidies, it becomes a 
vulnerable political issue.8 Consequently, it has become difficult for society to respond 
to citizens housing needs.  This section will deal with the challenges Sweden’s citizens 
are facing, especially millennials.

3   Boverket, Bostadsmarknadsenkäten 2017, Boverket,  2017. https://www.boverket.se/sv/samhallsplanering/bos 
tadsplanering/bostadsmarknaden/bostadsmarknadsenkaten-i-korthet/Boverket.se  (Accessed 22 February). 
4   Bostadsförmedlingen, Hur lång tid tar det att få en bostad genom oss?, Bostadsförmedlingen,  www.bostad.
stockholm.se/statistik/hur-lang-tid-tar-det/ (Accessed 3 February 2017).
5   Boverket, Rapport, Reviderad prognos över behovet av nya bostäder till 2025, Boverket, 2016.
6   Wendick, Christoffer, Boverket: Vi kan inte bygga oss ur krisen, SVT, 2016-02-23, http://www.svt.se, (accessed 
2018-03-28).
7   Schneider T, Till J. Flexible housing: opportunities and limits. Academiaedu. 2017. https://www.academia.
edu/751324/Flexible_housing_opportunities_and_limits. (Accessed  2018-03-15).
8   Wendick, Christoffer, Boverket: Vi kan inte bygga oss ur krisen, SVT, 2016-02-23, http://www.svt.se, (accessed 
2018-03-28)

CHAPTER 01/ Housing- a continuing emergency

Fig.1 Housing Shortage 2016
(Taken from Bostadsmarknadsenkäten 
2017, Boverket) 
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1.2 The Swedish Housing System

The Swedish plan monopoly means that it is the municipalities that 
decide how, when and where to build. However, the municipality can 
only point out areas where housing is needed but cannot determine 
what kind of housing it is, nor the costs. Instead, the current housing 
supply is dominated by large speculative developers which primary 
interest is to be profitable thus contributing to the rising housing 
prices.9

The process of obtaining homes today is risky and complex as we rely 
on large companies who buy land, borrow, engage contractors and 
build mass housing for citizens, usually sold at market rate. Owner-
ship today is often based on heavy indebtedness as you are expected 
to be able to invest a large amount of money. From an economic 
standpoint, residents generally agree that homeownership is the most 
prominent means of building wealth and the main entrance to the 
housing market and motivates the risk.10

CHAPTER 01/ Housing- a continuing emergency

12    Röstlund, Lisa, Rekordmånga hyresrätter har blivit bostadsrätter, Aftonbladet, 2011-11-09 
https://www.aftonbladet.se/nyheter/article13909844.ab (accessed 2018-03-28)
13    SVT, Nu ska förortens bostäder omvandlas, SVT, 2006-12-05, https://www.svt.se/nyheter/
lokalt/stockholm/nu-ska-forortens-bostader-omvandlas (accessed 2018-03-29)
14    Pettersson, Conny, Kommunerna säljer för att få råd att bygga nytt, Hem&Hyra, 2017-04-19 
(accessed 2018-03-28)

9     Statistiska Centralbyrån, Produktionspris för flerbostadshus, storstadsområden,1994-2016, 
http://www.Scb.se (accessed 2018 – 03-28).
10    Boverket, Rapport för Bostadsbristen ur ett marknadsperspektiv, Karlskrona,: Bostadsbristen 
ur ett marknadsperspektiv, 2012, 18.
11   Allmännytan is a municipal housing company throughout Sweden, with the task of provid-
ing sustainable and affordable housing for all in form of tenancy.

Within the Swedish housing supply, it is the municipal housing 
companies that has the task of providing a “sustainable and affordable 
housing for all” known as Allmännyttan.11  However, the rental sector 
in Sweden has decreased from 110 189 to 72 054 during the last 10 
years due to the sell-out of Allmännyttan.12 According to Stockholm 
City the motives were to “give the opportunity for tenants to own their 
accommodation” and therefore strengthen their vulnerable situation.13

Policymakers has despite of a household’s economic circumstances, 
supported homeownership as an important means of building wealth. 
In other municipalities the sell-out was done to provide financial 
space to release capital for new production.14 This process has created 
a mistrust and insecurity for those who are looking for an affordable 
home.
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15     Love Börjeson, Stefan Runfeldt, Hyresgästföreningen, Rapport ’ Unga vuxnas boende, 
Hur påverkar situationen på bostadsmarknaden unga vuxnas möjligheter att skapa sin egen 
framtid?’, 2017.
16    Ibid.

1.3 The Generation Gap

Today there are 213 000 involuntary young adults in Sweden 
unable to live on their own, which is the highest rate ever.15 

A report conducted by the tenant association Hyresgästföreningen 
demonstrates an increasing number of young adults in insecure 

housing situations. Moving between friends or staying under 
uncertain housing contracts has become a part of their everyday 
life. The time it takes to collect capital for the acquisition of an 

apartment seems like a far-fetched dream for most, including 
myself. Instead the rental accommodation has become the most 

demanded form of housing as it makes the step into society 
easier.16

Fig.2 Desired house typology of those living involuntary at home, 
Taken from Hyresgästföreningen,Sweden 2017
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1.4 Co-housing & citizen initiative

Throughout history, the need of construction of housing has been 
practised as a private matter mainly for profit. However, there has 
been other intuitive form of housing development before. The first 
major state housing policy initiative occurred in 1904 when the 
Swedish state created opportunities for the working class to take 
state-owned home loans called Egnahemslån as a way to improve 
living conditions. This shaped Egnahemsrörelsen that aimed to 
encourage the working class to acquire a self-built home and was 
quite successful. 17  

The support of state loan and subsidies also allowed citizens to 
shape cooperative housing that is dominant today, known as a 
tenant ownership co-op. Over the years the co-operatives have acted 
as a response to periods of housing shortages that contributed to the 
vulnerability of tenants.18 Co-operatives are organized and operated 
to benefit its members where the main goal is to give its members 
influence to control their situation. Through collective building a 
housing co-op can provide good housing to large groups in 
society. Unnecessary costs would be cut off and instead give room 
for quality and increased standards. The profits made was 
accumulated by residents themselves, rather than distributed to 
private landlords. One of the most well-known co-operatives is HSB 
who focused in improving the conditions through infrastructural 
use such as common laundry facilities. 19

Nowadays the cooperative housing is known as condominium 
association. Residents buy their tenant’s right to approximately half 
the price of the real estate value. The association takes a collective 
loan for the rest of the purchase price of the construction.20 

The purpose of the system was to shift the financing to residents 
rather than constructors. The system has worked well from the 
point of view of Swedish state, builders and banks, but has been 
on the expense of the residents. As members leave, they sell their 
equity share to new members, but the loan remains within the col-
lective. In this way, people can earn a limited equity stake in value 
of their home. 

In cities like Stockholm or Gothenburg with high land values, 
housing price inflation has become an issue. The restrictions on 
the sale price of members’ limited equity stakes were removed by 
government deregulation of the housing co-op sector in the 1980s.  
This allowed the value of occupancy rights to float in a free market 
for member’s equity stakes. For lower-income people it means they 
can no longer afford to join a tenant ownership.

CHAPTER 01/ Housing- a continuing emergency

17    Boverket, Bostadspolitiken, Svensk politik för boende, planering och byggande under 130 
år, Karlskrona, 2007, E-book.
18    Ibid.

19   HSB, Den goda Bostaden, HSB, 2013  http://www.hsb-historien.se/for-medlemmarnas-basta/
den-goda-bostaden/,  (accessed 2017-04-19) 
20     Boverket, Bostadspolitiken, Svensk politik för boende, planering och byggande under 130 år, 
Karlskrona, 2007, E-book. 
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Fig.3 Housing prices development 1986 - 2014, Sweden 
(Source: rikatillsammans.se, Jan Bolmeson, 2015)
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The housing market favours ownership over rental contracts, as it is seen as 
a private investment that will increase over time. This creates inequalities, 
as not everyone can afford to invest in obtaining an ownership depending 
on their class and background. It becomes unrealistic for groups of society 
to accommodate to the current housing market in order to follow previous 
generations. This creates a financial inequality between generations shaping 
a generation gap. Instead of relying on speculative developers or last resort 

options which shapes the most vulnerable, we need new viable ways in 
which people can better meet their housing needs. 

Fig.4 Generation gap. 
 Diagram by author. 
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CHAPTER 02/ The role of mobile dwellings in Western society 

THE ROLE OF MOBILE DWELLINGS IN WESTERN SOCIETY

2.1 Overview 

We are in need for affordable housing to better meet citizens 
housing needs.  Looking back in history, the mobile dwelling 
has sought to answer these questions in the past. This section 
will therefore look at the historic context of the mobile dwelling 
and how societal conditions has affected its role today. 

02
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1900 1910 1920 1960 1970 1980 1990 2000 2010 20171930 1940 1950

Natural disasters displaces people, turn 
them to refugees and usually leaves 
economical damage.

Financial restrictions. Avoiding housing 
mortages, debts, taxes, time consuming 
construction costs. 

ECONOMICAL

ENVIRONMENTAL

For leisure and recreational activity. 
To be active and experience a 
simplier lifestyle. 

RECREATION

Self-realization and search for freedom 
through the means of living. Remove 
oneself from society to adjust and shape 
your own lifestyle.

LIFESTYLE

Kirkham Schack
First attempt  of mobile housing. 
Survivors lived in temporary schacks 
as temporary shelter. Well shaped 
response between policy & design. 
Source: outsidelands.org 

1905

Usage of both trailers and 
mobile homes to house newly 
homeless victims of natural 
disasters. 

FEMA Trailer
2005- 

Katrina Cottage
Designed as a response and alternative 
to the inadequacies of the FEMA 
trailers. Used as a transition to 
permanent homes in neighbourhoods 
as faster community recovery
https://www.fema.gov/news-re-
lease/2000/05/11/travel-trailers-made-available 

2005-

“o2 student village” 
-  For students
- the village has proved so 
popular that the students have 
asked to extend their stay to 

2012-

‘MyPad YMCA’
- For homeless people. 
- Containerised units that 
have been converted into 
a�ordable homes. 
- London

Project to improve housing 
conditions for migrant Gives workers 
a sense of ownership and control of 
their lives in a context which would 
otherwise treat them as nomadic.

Mobile Migrant Worker 

1936 - 1950 - 
Was created for travel, adventure, 
and experiencing the world 
�rst-hand. The dream was to build a 
travel trailer that would move like a 
stream of air, be light enough to be 
towed by a car, and create �rst-class 
accommodations anywhere. 
Source: https://www.airstream.com

Airstream 

1945 - 
Governmental use of trailers during 
the World War II  marked a turning 
point. Used as a�ordable housing 
during the war, the �rst trailer parks 
were created.
Source; Wallis, Wheel Estate, 88. 

Wartime workers

1910 - 
Tents are used across the world for 
both recreation and for survival and 
most iconic symbol for the humans 
experience and relationship with 
nature.  Still common within moving 
armies and nomadic people. 

Tent 
Sweden is one of the countries that has 
many conditions for a lifestyle of boat. With 
many lakes, channels and of course the 
lively archipelago, which by public law and 
the protection of the sea is open and 
accessible to all. 

One of the biggest recreational movements 
in Sweden It was in the same period where 
Swedes began to go on caravan holiday 
due to longer vacations.
www.sjofartsverket.se
http://www.batliv.se/2009/06/08/article1532/ 

Leisure boat
The caravan has gained an ambiguous 
position in the public imaginary of Western 
Europe. It is not only used for leisure and 
camping, but it has also become an 
attractive solution for people who wish to 
leave their houses or apartments to seek 
the ‘good life’ elsewhere.

Caravan

2017

- Seen as a potential solution to the growing 
demand for a�ordable housing in in�ll 
locations for the aging  population and the 
millennial.

- student village that acts a 
temporary complex
-remains the largest development 
of its kind anywhere in the world. 

“The Wenckehof “ 

2001- 1999- 1972

Micro-Compact Homes
 a high quality compact dwelling for 
one or two people.  It can be adapt 
to a variety of sites and circumstanc-
es, and its functioning spaces of 
sleeping, working/dining, cooking 
and hygiene make it suitable for 
everyday use.

Tumbleweed Tiny House
Belief that Americans are too 

attached to material possessions. 
“ When you live in a tiny house you 
only have room for the things that 

truly matter”  Jay Shafer The birth of 
Tiny House Movement

Capsule Tower
A prefabricated mixed-use residen-
tial and o�ce tower. Each capsule is 
a dwelling unit. The Metabolism 
movement was based on organic 
biological growth. Now abandoned.
Kisho Kurokawa, Japan

1950’s and early 1960’ was a 
successful time for mobile homes. 
After the war, retired people and 
young couples had enough credit 
to buy their home. 

In the Great Depression in the 
1930s, people started living in 
trailers  out of necessity which 
were designed for travelling.
Source:  Andrew Hurley, Diners, Bowling 
Alleys and Trailer Parks.

Trailers 

WORLD WAR II

CONNECTING TO NATURE

POSTWAR - mobile housing was being 
sold as the idealized version for a 
modern & sophisticated new lifestyle. 
However their renewal was not possible 
as the mobile housing never escaped 
associations with lower class and 
remained as an a�ordable housing 

1997 2006-

1992- 

The travel trailer represented aesthetic of 
function, mass-production and values of 
individuality and freedom

Resulted in home ownership 
for low-income families

The one thing the tiny house movement and 
campers  have in common is the referens on that  
camping life is about freedom, not being locked, 
and down-sizing living. 
Desire to reproduce a kind of  social 
collective/opportunity of a context and social 
atmosphere.

Caravan Homes in 
Contemporary Europe” 

Phd 
Hege Høyer Leivestad 

SWEDEN: increased the car �eet 
by 32 per cent and the caravans 
increased by 10 per cent 2017.

2011-

Tent city urbanism- from 
Self-Organized Camps to 
Tiny House Villages
- USA

TentCityUrbanism ‘Tricycle House’
Suggests a future of a 
temporary relationship 
between the public nature, 
people and the land they 
occupy. The inability to own 
land . Location:CHINA

CPH Village
- a planned shipping 
container structure 
aimed to help solve the 
area’s student housing 
shortage.

Tengbom
Tengbom Architects, 
student housing 
entirely made of 
plywood.
AF Bostäder. 

- Alternative a�ordable 
housing providing lifestyle 
values
- Sense of community
LONDON

Houseboat- CS

2017

20132008

“DIOGENE” 
- a self contained minimal living space
- contains everything needed to live a 
simple lifestyle.

Leaf House
-  tiny home thatis becoming 
improved and is being used as 
a case study for small living in 
cold climates.- Canada

“Walking House” 
-  modular dwelling system that 
enables persons to live a peaceful 
nomadic life. Inspired by travelers and 
the relationship between nomadic 
groups and society.

‘DoItYourself’

-Adapted and built own 
house. Enjoys the 
freedom of mobility. 
Christo�er, Gothenburg

1945

Dymaxion House
Chicago Ill.USA
DY (dynamic), MAX 
(maximum), and ION (tension)
Only two were built. 
R. Buckminster Fuller
https://ww-
w.b�.org/about-fuller/big-ideas/dy-
maxion-world/dymaxion-house 

“MODERN NEW LIFESTYLE”

INDUSTRIAL DESIGN

LONGER VACATION

UTOPIAN
METABOLISM

ACTIVIST

PREFABRICATION

WELFARE STATE

HOUSING CRISIS

TEMPORARY

SHELTER

MOTIVATION

TEMPORARY

AFFORDABLE 

SURVIVAL

AUTONOMY

Traditions, cultural, mobile lifestyle  
through means of survival. 

CULTURAL

Romani families built their own 
trailer by hand from material 
they had access to.  They were 
very good traders and ofen 
traveled around the world to 
seek new goods for sale. 
Source:  http://www.romernashisto-
ria.se/historia/ 

1900- 1959

Romani trailer 
Designed in various ways and 
made in di�erent materials 
depending on time and 
place. Characterized by 
recycled material.
Source: http://www.samer.se/2251 

Mongolian Yurt is a 
portable, round tent 
covered with skins 
or felt and used as a 
dwelling by nomads 
in the steppes of 
Central Asia. 

Sami Cot Yurt 1600-550 AD

ARCHITECTURAL AUTONOMYTINY HOUSE MOVEMENT

LEISURE
SEASONAL

SELF-REALIZATION

FREEDOM

2013-

2014-

Bicycle Home
- built her own house 
on a trailer, did not see 
the need to adjust to 
the housing shortage. 
Lina Spåls, Nässjö

‘TinyHouse’

2015 2016 2017

Trailers were used as permanent 
housing rather than recreational 
for the �rst time.

The trailer was part of the autocamping 
trend and was adapted to cars. 
Enthusiasts wanted an escape from 
civilized America and a return to nature. 
In 1917, the �rst �fth wheel camping 
trailer was invented.

Travel Trailer

ASSIMILATION

EARTHQUAKE

HURRICANE

FLOODINGS

THE GREAT DEPRESSION

CHAPTER 02/ The role of mobile dwellings in Western society 

2.2 The role of mobile dwellings in 
Western society

Authorities have had a varied relation when it comes to mobile 
dwellings.  In 1905 the San Francisco Earthquake and Fire marked 
the first use of mobile housing in modern sense.21 At the time 
authorities provided mobile dwellings as aid housing, but as the 
camps closed, many refugees kept their houses resulting in home-
ownership for low-income families. As a result, the mobile dwelling 
was perceived of being a necessity for the poor and vulnerable.

Over the years, governments and architects have been at the basis of 
new living environments when housing shortages have been difficult. 
The construction of new urban environment highlighted its interest 
on sedentary settlements as the common idea of a home represented 
something stable and connected to territory. (See example Figure 6.). 

Even so, the demand of housing has led architects on their pursuit 
to be transformative and challenging the role of architecture. One of 
them was the architect Buckminster Fuller who believed in the 
power of design could improve the human condition.22  Fullers 
design the Dymaxion House represented one of the first examples 
of a mobile and self-sufficient housing. It was meant to fulfill all the 
basic needs of life at a low cost with universal applicability. Also, it 
offered solutions to management of resources as the house could 
be adapted to any location to use resources found on site, similarly 
to the lifestyle of the cultural nomads. Even though Fuller achieved 
wide publicity through articles of the architectural journal T-Square/
SHELTER, only two prototypes were built.

21   Cameron Sinclair and Stohr Kate; Design Like You Give A Damn, Architectural 
Responses to Humanitarian Crises,United Kingdom: Kingdom Press, 2006.
22   Ibid. 
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1900 1910 1920 1960 1970 1980 1990 2000 2010 20171930 1940 1950

Natural disasters displaces people, turn 
them to refugees and usually leaves 
economical damage.

Financial restrictions. Avoiding housing 
mortages, debts, taxes, time consuming 
construction costs. 

ECONOMICAL

ENVIRONMENTAL

For leisure and recreational activity. 
To be active and experience a 
simplier lifestyle. 

RECREATION

Self-realization and search for freedom 
through the means of living. Remove 
oneself from society to adjust and shape 
your own lifestyle.

LIFESTYLE

Kirkham Schack
First attempt  of mobile housing. 
Survivors lived in temporary schacks 
as temporary shelter. Well shaped 
response between policy & design. 
Source: outsidelands.org 

1905

Usage of both trailers and 
mobile homes to house newly 
homeless victims of natural 
disasters. 

FEMA Trailer
2005- 

Katrina Cottage
Designed as a response and alternative 
to the inadequacies of the FEMA 
trailers. Used as a transition to 
permanent homes in neighbourhoods 
as faster community recovery
https://www.fema.gov/news-re-
lease/2000/05/11/travel-trailers-made-available 

2005-

“o2 student village” 
-  For students
- the village has proved so 
popular that the students have 
asked to extend their stay to 

2012-

‘MyPad YMCA’
- For homeless people. 
- Containerised units that 
have been converted into 
a�ordable homes. 
- London

Project to improve housing 
conditions for migrant Gives workers 
a sense of ownership and control of 
their lives in a context which would 
otherwise treat them as nomadic.

Mobile Migrant Worker 

1936 - 1950 - 
Was created for travel, adventure, 
and experiencing the world 
�rst-hand. The dream was to build a 
travel trailer that would move like a 
stream of air, be light enough to be 
towed by a car, and create �rst-class 
accommodations anywhere. 
Source: https://www.airstream.com

Airstream 

1945 - 
Governmental use of trailers during 
the World War II  marked a turning 
point. Used as a�ordable housing 
during the war, the �rst trailer parks 
were created.
Source; Wallis, Wheel Estate, 88. 

Wartime workers

1910 - 
Tents are used across the world for 
both recreation and for survival and 
most iconic symbol for the humans 
experience and relationship with 
nature.  Still common within moving 
armies and nomadic people. 

Tent 
Sweden is one of the countries that has 
many conditions for a lifestyle of boat. With 
many lakes, channels and of course the 
lively archipelago, which by public law and 
the protection of the sea is open and 
accessible to all. 

One of the biggest recreational movements 
in Sweden It was in the same period where 
Swedes began to go on caravan holiday 
due to longer vacations.
www.sjofartsverket.se
http://www.batliv.se/2009/06/08/article1532/ 

Leisure boat
The caravan has gained an ambiguous 
position in the public imaginary of Western 
Europe. It is not only used for leisure and 
camping, but it has also become an 
attractive solution for people who wish to 
leave their houses or apartments to seek 
the ‘good life’ elsewhere.

Caravan

2017

- Seen as a potential solution to the growing 
demand for a�ordable housing in in�ll 
locations for the aging  population and the 
millennial.

- student village that acts a 
temporary complex
-remains the largest development 
of its kind anywhere in the world. 

“The Wenckehof “ 

2001- 1999- 1972

Micro-Compact Homes
 a high quality compact dwelling for 
one or two people.  It can be adapt 
to a variety of sites and circumstanc-
es, and its functioning spaces of 
sleeping, working/dining, cooking 
and hygiene make it suitable for 
everyday use.

Tumbleweed Tiny House
Belief that Americans are too 

attached to material possessions. 
“ When you live in a tiny house you 
only have room for the things that 

truly matter”  Jay Shafer The birth of 
Tiny House Movement

Capsule Tower
A prefabricated mixed-use residen-
tial and o�ce tower. Each capsule is 
a dwelling unit. The Metabolism 
movement was based on organic 
biological growth. Now abandoned.
Kisho Kurokawa, Japan

1950’s and early 1960’ was a 
successful time for mobile homes. 
After the war, retired people and 
young couples had enough credit 
to buy their home. 

In the Great Depression in the 
1930s, people started living in 
trailers  out of necessity which 
were designed for travelling.
Source:  Andrew Hurley, Diners, Bowling 
Alleys and Trailer Parks.

Trailers 

WORLD WAR II

CONNECTING TO NATURE

POSTWAR - mobile housing was being 
sold as the idealized version for a 
modern & sophisticated new lifestyle. 
However their renewal was not possible 
as the mobile housing never escaped 
associations with lower class and 
remained as an a�ordable housing 

1997 2006-

1992- 

The travel trailer represented aesthetic of 
function, mass-production and values of 
individuality and freedom

Resulted in home ownership 
for low-income families

The one thing the tiny house movement and 
campers  have in common is the referens on that  
camping life is about freedom, not being locked, 
and down-sizing living. 
Desire to reproduce a kind of  social 
collective/opportunity of a context and social 
atmosphere.

Caravan Homes in 
Contemporary Europe” 

Phd 
Hege Høyer Leivestad 

SWEDEN: increased the car �eet 
by 32 per cent and the caravans 
increased by 10 per cent 2017.

2011-

Tent city urbanism- from 
Self-Organized Camps to 
Tiny House Villages
- USA

TentCityUrbanism ‘Tricycle House’
Suggests a future of a 
temporary relationship 
between the public nature, 
people and the land they 
occupy. The inability to own 
land . Location:CHINA

CPH Village
- a planned shipping 
container structure 
aimed to help solve the 
area’s student housing 
shortage.

Tengbom
Tengbom Architects, 
student housing 
entirely made of 
plywood.
AF Bostäder. 

- Alternative a�ordable 
housing providing lifestyle 
values
- Sense of community
LONDON

Houseboat- CS

2017

20132008

“DIOGENE” 
- a self contained minimal living space
- contains everything needed to live a 
simple lifestyle.

Leaf House
-  tiny home thatis becoming 
improved and is being used as 
a case study for small living in 
cold climates.- Canada

“Walking House” 
-  modular dwelling system that 
enables persons to live a peaceful 
nomadic life. Inspired by travelers and 
the relationship between nomadic 
groups and society.

‘DoItYourself’

-Adapted and built own 
house. Enjoys the 
freedom of mobility. 
Christo�er, Gothenburg

1945

Dymaxion House
Chicago Ill.USA
DY (dynamic), MAX 
(maximum), and ION (tension)
Only two were built. 
R. Buckminster Fuller
https://ww-
w.b�.org/about-fuller/big-ideas/dy-
maxion-world/dymaxion-house 
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Traditions, cultural, mobile lifestyle  
through means of survival. 

CULTURAL

Romani families built their own 
trailer by hand from material 
they had access to.  They were 
very good traders and ofen 
traveled around the world to 
seek new goods for sale. 
Source:  http://www.romernashisto-
ria.se/historia/ 

1900- 1959

Romani trailer 
Designed in various ways and 
made in di�erent materials 
depending on time and 
place. Characterized by 
recycled material.
Source: http://www.samer.se/2251 

Mongolian Yurt is a 
portable, round tent 
covered with skins 
or felt and used as a 
dwelling by nomads 
in the steppes of 
Central Asia. 

Sami Cot Yurt 1600-550 AD

ARCHITECTURAL AUTONOMYTINY HOUSE MOVEMENT

LEISURE
SEASONAL

SELF-REALIZATION

FREEDOM

2013-

2014-

Bicycle Home
- built her own house 
on a trailer, did not see 
the need to adjust to 
the housing shortage. 
Lina Spåls, Nässjö

‘TinyHouse’

2015 2016 2017

Trailers were used as permanent 
housing rather than recreational 
for the �rst time.

The trailer was part of the autocamping 
trend and was adapted to cars. 
Enthusiasts wanted an escape from 
civilized America and a return to nature. 
In 1917, the �rst �fth wheel camping 
trailer was invented.

Travel Trailer
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Fig.5 Tracing mobile housing and its development
Diagram by author. Assembly of authors research. 
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Fig.6 The changing role of the architect & Urban occurences
Diagram by author. Assembly of authors research.  

CHAPTER 02/ The role of mobile dwellings in Western society 

ROLE OF DESIGNER

Participation, empowerment 
and developmentUrban development -  RIGID
Urban development - 

ADAPTATION/INTEGRATION

TOP-DOWN BOTTOM-UP
Design, planning and policy

Urban development -  FLEXIBLE

DoItYourself
People are able to design their lifestyles, 

were design can push individual choice and 
freedom, to remove oneself socio-cultural 
conditioning over us. Design as a way to 

make us autonomously, were design can be 
pushed towards our individual choice and 

freedom.

The social role of architecture was changing drastically with the e�ects 
of the industrial revolution. The urban environment highlighted its 

interest on sedentery settlement and mass-production and acted as a 
role in the formation of cities that acted on the idea of ‘permanence’ 

where buildings where used  as means of consolidating power. 

  This society was created in in which private property and exchange 
value were the dominant ways to organize urban space. This segregated 

people from each other and spaces were homogenized and made 
equivalent so they could be exhanged in the market. This excluded 
citizens and cultures that were vulnerable and did not �t the urban 

market.  

Housing, that had been a continuous emergency was not longer of 
importance in the post-war. While the middle class grew, more people 

entered university and more had higher education, the desires of a new 
society emerged. New concerns such as individualism, mobility, self-ex-

pression, identity and freedom had to be taken seriously. 

SOCIETIES NECESSITY OF A 
NEW CITY & LIFESTYLE

ARCHITECTS AS MEDIATORS 

What is the role of the architect then? 
Then it would be to create spaces, in 

order fo people to enable their lifes, and 
create environments that allow this way 

of life. 

Architects would then be able to act as 
facilatators and to  provide leadership to 

societies in the development of these 
lieveable envrionments, whether �xed, 

permanent and solitary, portable, 
temporary and communal. 
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World War I    1914-18 World War II    1939-45 Financial Crisis     2007-Modernism Oil Crisis     1973-Industrial Revolution
Health, welfare, 
productivity 
became linked 
with housing

1929  -   The Great Depression 

The Wendell O. Pruitt Homes,  St. Louis, 
Missouri, US, 

Archigram, 1961
Publication of Archigram I o�ered an 
opportunity to re-engage technology 
as a means of progress and liberation 
and a break with many modernist 
dogmas.  They produced a vision of a 
consumerist city made possibly 
through technology and the realisa-
tion of the �nite nature of natural 
responses. Using a vision of a dynamic 
architecture in�ecting contemporary 
culture. TheWalkingCity, Living Pod 
and The Instant City.  

New Babylon 1959-74
Constant Nieuwenhuys project, 
New Babylon exempli�es a nomadic 
world in constant transformation, 
described as such “a camp for 
nomads on a planetary scale.” . It 
focuses on the social construction of 
space with every aspect of the city 
where the living space needed to 
respond to the individual needs and 
desires of its occupants. 

‘Villa Spatiale’, 1958
In Yona Friedmans manifesto ‘Architec-
ture Mobile’  he revealed a new type of 
citizen. This is shown in his Ville Spatiale 
(1958-1962), which envisions an 
increase in leisure time that fundamen-
tally changes society and demands a 
new architecture. 

He envisioned a continuous landscape 
where the housing of people could be 
appropriated and inhabited by the user. 
This �exibility would enhance the 
freedom of choice for the individual, 
give meaning to their environment.

Fun Palace (1960-1961)
& Potteries Thinkbelt (1964)
Cedric Price Proposed a time-based 
approach to architecture conceived as a 
series of interventions that were both 
adaptable and impermanent. He called 
for control to be handed back to citizens 
in order to allow self-organised 
processes to occur. This would obstruct  
institutions to use buildings as a means 
of consolidating power. 

Fun Palace (1960-1961) and Potteries 
Thinkbelt (1964) represented the 
production of a democratic architecture. 

Architecture Without Architects
Bernard Rudolfsky 1964

The Exhibition and publication. 
Celebrated the beauty of vernacular 

architecture.

Urban planning
Architects were more concerned with 

“systems” than with people”. 
Architecture, Crisis and Resuscitation. p.27

The Irruption 1968
Protests parallell to other 
Western cities. Protesters 
demanded freedom and 
participation. 

In Lefebvre’s de�nition of “creativity”: socially 
the term (creativity)stands for the activity of 
a collectivity assuming the responsability of 
its own social function and destiny- in other 
words for self-administration 
(Lefebvre 2000:204)

SHIFT FROM 
CONSUMPION TO DOER

The role of the architect shifted over the years, 
from the relationship between designer and 

client, to mass-production and no creativity, to 
challenge the role and responsability. While 
we continuing living on the premises of the 
city, people are becoming more aware and 

responding to the changes of the city, while 
the city is not adapting itself to the changes. 

We are now in the end line where everyone 
can design and be creative in order to �t their 
own needs. Design may therefore be a tool to 
independent  from authorities and designers 
as before. Now you are in control of your own 

life and can design and shape your life. 

The Right to the city
Lefebvre

“ The freedom to make and remake our cities 
and ourselves is, I want to argue, one of the 

most precious yet most neglected of our 
human rights. ”

David Harvey, “The Right to the City” 

Radical Architecture & Utopias
The criticism of mainstrain planning and social 

monotony of the 1950-60 gave rise to social 
issues, individualism and anti-authoritarian 

attitude to life. Several architects sought this to 
intervene with new visions of society on the 

behalf of the disadvantaged.  

Villa Spatiale
1958

New babylon
1959-74

Archigram
1961

Potteries Thinkbelt & 
Fun Palace

1961& 1964

Radical Art 1971
 The interest in radical architecture  
in in�atable structures re�ected an 

interest in nomadic life and 
ephemeral objects. Preferring the 
transitory to the �xed and stable.  

The Situationists
1957-1972

Expanded several theoiries, such as the 
theoirst of alienation- that had spread 

in every aspect of life and culture. 

Occupy Wall Street, 
New York City’s Zuccotti Park
This continued in over 600 
communities in the US. 
“Democratic awakening”. 

Indignados Movement 
Spain, Many called for basic 
rights of home, work, health 
and education. 

Greece, Syntagma Square 
“The solutions to our problems 
can only be provided by us”, 
First declaration issued by 
People’s Assembly

France, Paris 
 300 protesters started 
occupying Paris's �nancial 
district, La Défense

2001, Argentina
The people of Argentina responded 

to a deep economic and political 
crisis and developed their own forms 
of organization assemblies as a way 
to try to govern themselves without 

the state. 

Radical Architecture 
& Utopias

Utopian space represented in this context 
mobility, temporality, an architecture and 
urbanism of �ux to accommodate change 
envisaged for a revolutionised society, 
seen as a process-of-becoming. 

Some of the approaches focused on 
emerging cultural conditions, such as 
mobility and �exibility, whilst others, such 
as those of Constant Nieuwenhuys and 
Yona Friedman, saw their utopias as 
instruments of societal change. They dealt 
with issues of urban planning, infrastruc-
ture and the empowerment of the user.

Housing Act, USA 1937
Authorized  in loans to local housing 

authorities for the construction of 
housing for low-income families. It was 

a centralized, top-down approach. 
Policies were enacted at national level 

and carried out locally. 
DesignLikeyouGiveADamn

Housing Act, “Urban Renewal” 
USA 1949-slum clearance in aid of Urban 

Renewal program. Pushed low-income 
housing to city peripheries, increasing the 
segregation of America’s inner cities and 
creating pools of poverty in once-vibrant 

neighborhoods.
DesignLikeyouGiveADamn

Housing Act, England 1930
Construction of government subsidized 
housing to slum-clearance programs in 

the inner cities. “A Healthy London”. 
Resettlement of 200,000 people to 

surrounding suburbs.
DesignLikeyouGiveADamn 

National Housing Act 1934, USA
Guaranteed home-mortage loans, making it 
possible for banks to o�er individual home 

buyers mortages and triggered mortage lending, 
building boom, home-ownership. Redlining- 

refusal of loans to the considerable “poor”.  
DesignLikeyouGiveADamn

Postwar building boom 
Modernism with its promise of e�cien-
cy and a�ordability seemed perfect to 
rebuild the cities after  the destruction 

of WWII and the prewar housing 
shortage. Architects returned to the 

idea of mass-production- resulted in the 
lack of creativ freedom of architects. 

Unite d’Habitation - Le Courbusier

Superdutch
The publication created a term “Second 
Modernity”  which was determined by 

internationalization, global economy,  and 
rapidly developing information technology  as 
the autonomy as architect/design resulted in 

the loosening of intertwined relationships 
betwen architect and planners. Architects as 

consultants rather than builders. 

RETHINKING THE MODERN CITY  SO IT 
CORRESPONDS TO ‘GLOBAL ECONOMIES & 

INFORMATION TECHNOLOGIES’

Debré Act, France
The debré act, authorized 

slum clearance in Paris. “Capital of Culture” UMEÅ
The municipality's investment is a Culture 
house,in cooperation with the real estate 
company Baltic Group. Several of Umeå's 

sprawling cultural activities has been 
moved/ forced to move to other premises 

in connection with the Cultural Capital Year 
ignoring a democratic process converting  
commercial interests in front of cultural. 

Hurricane Katrina
‘City branding’

The term “city branding” was coined with 
the Guggenheim Bilbao, expressing the 
implicit relationship between autono-

mous architecture and consumer 
society. Frank Gehry

Industralization of Architecture

Utopias of city-rural

Participation 
Architecture

Architects wanted to address the 
balance of power between the 

architect and the user, to 
empower users to take control of 
their dwellings while the architect 

becomes a mere technical 
facilitator.

Parc de la Villete
Bernard Tschumi envisioned 

Parc de la Villette as a place of 
culture where natural and 

arti�cial are forced together 
into a state of constant 

recon�guration, discovery and 
evoke a sense of ‘freedom’. 

“Return to the real”
Ideas of reality elements: event, play, decay, rot, 
issues related to duration, in�uenced by Henri 

Lefebvre, the Situationists, Georges Bastille and 
Roland Barthes. An architecture that intervenes 

in the social and political spheres. 
Bernand Tschumi

‘DIY-City’
Fernando Montés and Bernard Tschumi 

-proposal to eliminate planning and 
allow a total freedom for urban develop-
ment as a means of emancipating both 

the inhabitant and the city. 

Maison Dom-ino
A structure that can be repeated 

endlessly and could be con�gured in 
di�erent ways to meet the varying 

needs of occupants with prefabrica-
tion for rapid construction. In other 

words an universal housing unit. 
Paris, France, Le Corbusier

San Francisco Earthquake and Fire
One of major disasters of the industrilazed age-

San Francisco, California, USA 1905

Rise of Social Issues Second ModernityUrgent house-shortage
SHIFT OF ROLE!

Housing Crisis

The devestation of the WWI led to acute 
housing shortages around Europe. 

Slums where sprawling on the edges. 
Attempt to create a industry to produce 
low-cost housing. Mass-manufactured 

dwellings represented the future of 
housing.  

Le Corbusier, Walter Gropious

OCCUPY MOVEMENT 2011

1929 Dymaxion House
Design to improve the human 

condition. The house was also one 
of the �rst rxamples of self-su�-

cient ”autonomous” green design. 
Buckminster Fuller

A�ordable housing
In USA, the industralization had led the 

automobile to become  an integral part of 
American life. Recreational trailers where  
adapted by migrant workers and other to 

dwellings and worked as a�ordable housing. 
Wallis, Real Estate

“Don’t sell our homes”
Mani�station against the sell out 

of Allmännyttan, public
 residential proporty 

Umeå, 2017. 

USING OWN CREATIVITY  TO SHAPE THE NEW LIFESTYLE

CREATIVE MAN 
The Copenhagen Institue for Future Studies, 
The Future Consumer, Employee and Citizen

ARCHITECTURAL 
RESPONSES

SOCIETIES
RESPONSES

URBAN
 OCCURRENCES

Curve of the architects importance

Highlights

Approaching “THE NEW LIFESTYLE”

Rem Koolhaas
Accepted the new social 

and economic landscape.

Referens: 
‘Float!’ “Rising and falling importance of architects” , 
‘DesignLikeYouGiveADamn’  
‘Architecture, Crisis and Resuscitation’,  Tahl Kaminer , 
and own collection of occurences over the years- to gather 
an overall understandings of the architects role, society 
and architecure. 

Cairo, “The Arab springs”

According to the report UNECE/EUROSTAT of housing typologies in 
Europe, the mobile dwelling stands in the category as a 
non-conventional housing unit that is not designed for habitation.23 

Also it links the mobile dwelling of being temporary, containing 
inadequate living conditions that is inhabited by the homeless. 24   
 
Still, in recent years governments continue to use both trailers and 
mobile homes to victims of natural disasters and housing 
shortages. In the U.S authorities state the use of mobile dwellings being 
“a temporary intermediate long-term shelter, until they can repair, 
rebuild or solve their permanent, long term needs”. 25 The mobile 
dwelling is being encouraged as a solution towards temporary housing 
shortages rather than as an accepted housing typology. As comfort is 
compromised in favour of mobility, who would want to live mobile? 

23    European Commission, UNECE/EUROSTAT, Report, Measurement of homelessness at EU 
level: 8. European Commission  2006. 
24    FEANTSA, ETHOS Typology on Homelessness and Housing exclusion, FEANTSA, 2017, www.
feantsa.org, (Accessed 2018-02-03).
25   FEMA, Travel trailers made available, FEMA, 2000, https://www.fema.gov/news-re-
lease/2000/05/11/travel-trailers-made-available (accessed 2017-10-20).



23

ROLE OF DESIGNER

Participation, empowerment 
and developmentUrban development -  RIGID
Urban development - 

ADAPTATION/INTEGRATION

TOP-DOWN BOTTOM-UP
Design, planning and policy

Urban development -  FLEXIBLE

DoItYourself
People are able to design their lifestyles, 

were design can push individual choice and 
freedom, to remove oneself socio-cultural 
conditioning over us. Design as a way to 

make us autonomously, were design can be 
pushed towards our individual choice and 

freedom.

The social role of architecture was changing drastically with the e�ects 
of the industrial revolution. The urban environment highlighted its 

interest on sedentery settlement and mass-production and acted as a 
role in the formation of cities that acted on the idea of ‘permanence’ 

where buildings where used  as means of consolidating power. 

  This society was created in in which private property and exchange 
value were the dominant ways to organize urban space. This segregated 

people from each other and spaces were homogenized and made 
equivalent so they could be exhanged in the market. This excluded 
citizens and cultures that were vulnerable and did not �t the urban 

market.  

Housing, that had been a continuous emergency was not longer of 
importance in the post-war. While the middle class grew, more people 

entered university and more had higher education, the desires of a new 
society emerged. New concerns such as individualism, mobility, self-ex-

pression, identity and freedom had to be taken seriously. 

SOCIETIES NECESSITY OF A 
NEW CITY & LIFESTYLE

ARCHITECTS AS MEDIATORS 

What is the role of the architect then? 
Then it would be to create spaces, in 

order fo people to enable their lifes, and 
create environments that allow this way 

of life. 

Architects would then be able to act as 
facilatators and to  provide leadership to 

societies in the development of these 
lieveable envrionments, whether �xed, 

permanent and solitary, portable, 
temporary and communal. 
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World War I    1914-18 World War II    1939-45 Financial Crisis     2007-Modernism Oil Crisis     1973-Industrial Revolution
Health, welfare, 
productivity 
became linked 
with housing

1929  -   The Great Depression 

The Wendell O. Pruitt Homes,  St. Louis, 
Missouri, US, 

Archigram, 1961
Publication of Archigram I o�ered an 
opportunity to re-engage technology 
as a means of progress and liberation 
and a break with many modernist 
dogmas.  They produced a vision of a 
consumerist city made possibly 
through technology and the realisa-
tion of the �nite nature of natural 
responses. Using a vision of a dynamic 
architecture in�ecting contemporary 
culture. TheWalkingCity, Living Pod 
and The Instant City.  

New Babylon 1959-74
Constant Nieuwenhuys project, 
New Babylon exempli�es a nomadic 
world in constant transformation, 
described as such “a camp for 
nomads on a planetary scale.” . It 
focuses on the social construction of 
space with every aspect of the city 
where the living space needed to 
respond to the individual needs and 
desires of its occupants. 

‘Villa Spatiale’, 1958
In Yona Friedmans manifesto ‘Architec-
ture Mobile’  he revealed a new type of 
citizen. This is shown in his Ville Spatiale 
(1958-1962), which envisions an 
increase in leisure time that fundamen-
tally changes society and demands a 
new architecture. 

He envisioned a continuous landscape 
where the housing of people could be 
appropriated and inhabited by the user. 
This �exibility would enhance the 
freedom of choice for the individual, 
give meaning to their environment.

Fun Palace (1960-1961)
& Potteries Thinkbelt (1964)
Cedric Price Proposed a time-based 
approach to architecture conceived as a 
series of interventions that were both 
adaptable and impermanent. He called 
for control to be handed back to citizens 
in order to allow self-organised 
processes to occur. This would obstruct  
institutions to use buildings as a means 
of consolidating power. 

Fun Palace (1960-1961) and Potteries 
Thinkbelt (1964) represented the 
production of a democratic architecture. 

Architecture Without Architects
Bernard Rudolfsky 1964

The Exhibition and publication. 
Celebrated the beauty of vernacular 

architecture.

Urban planning
Architects were more concerned with 

“systems” than with people”. 
Architecture, Crisis and Resuscitation. p.27

The Irruption 1968
Protests parallell to other 
Western cities. Protesters 
demanded freedom and 
participation. 

In Lefebvre’s de�nition of “creativity”: socially 
the term (creativity)stands for the activity of 
a collectivity assuming the responsability of 
its own social function and destiny- in other 
words for self-administration 
(Lefebvre 2000:204)

SHIFT FROM 
CONSUMPION TO DOER

The role of the architect shifted over the years, 
from the relationship between designer and 

client, to mass-production and no creativity, to 
challenge the role and responsability. While 
we continuing living on the premises of the 
city, people are becoming more aware and 

responding to the changes of the city, while 
the city is not adapting itself to the changes. 

We are now in the end line where everyone 
can design and be creative in order to �t their 
own needs. Design may therefore be a tool to 
independent  from authorities and designers 
as before. Now you are in control of your own 

life and can design and shape your life. 

The Right to the city
Lefebvre

“ The freedom to make and remake our cities 
and ourselves is, I want to argue, one of the 

most precious yet most neglected of our 
human rights. ”

David Harvey, “The Right to the City” 

Radical Architecture & Utopias
The criticism of mainstrain planning and social 

monotony of the 1950-60 gave rise to social 
issues, individualism and anti-authoritarian 

attitude to life. Several architects sought this to 
intervene with new visions of society on the 

behalf of the disadvantaged.  

Villa Spatiale
1958

New babylon
1959-74

Archigram
1961

Potteries Thinkbelt & 
Fun Palace

1961& 1964

Radical Art 1971
 The interest in radical architecture  
in in�atable structures re�ected an 

interest in nomadic life and 
ephemeral objects. Preferring the 
transitory to the �xed and stable.  

The Situationists
1957-1972

Expanded several theoiries, such as the 
theoirst of alienation- that had spread 

in every aspect of life and culture. 

Occupy Wall Street, 
New York City’s Zuccotti Park
This continued in over 600 
communities in the US. 
“Democratic awakening”. 

Indignados Movement 
Spain, Many called for basic 
rights of home, work, health 
and education. 

Greece, Syntagma Square 
“The solutions to our problems 
can only be provided by us”, 
First declaration issued by 
People’s Assembly

France, Paris 
 300 protesters started 
occupying Paris's �nancial 
district, La Défense

2001, Argentina
The people of Argentina responded 

to a deep economic and political 
crisis and developed their own forms 
of organization assemblies as a way 
to try to govern themselves without 

the state. 

Radical Architecture 
& Utopias

Utopian space represented in this context 
mobility, temporality, an architecture and 
urbanism of �ux to accommodate change 
envisaged for a revolutionised society, 
seen as a process-of-becoming. 

Some of the approaches focused on 
emerging cultural conditions, such as 
mobility and �exibility, whilst others, such 
as those of Constant Nieuwenhuys and 
Yona Friedman, saw their utopias as 
instruments of societal change. They dealt 
with issues of urban planning, infrastruc-
ture and the empowerment of the user.

Housing Act, USA 1937
Authorized  in loans to local housing 

authorities for the construction of 
housing for low-income families. It was 

a centralized, top-down approach. 
Policies were enacted at national level 

and carried out locally. 
DesignLikeyouGiveADamn

Housing Act, “Urban Renewal” 
USA 1949-slum clearance in aid of Urban 

Renewal program. Pushed low-income 
housing to city peripheries, increasing the 
segregation of America’s inner cities and 
creating pools of poverty in once-vibrant 

neighborhoods.
DesignLikeyouGiveADamn

Housing Act, England 1930
Construction of government subsidized 
housing to slum-clearance programs in 

the inner cities. “A Healthy London”. 
Resettlement of 200,000 people to 

surrounding suburbs.
DesignLikeyouGiveADamn 

National Housing Act 1934, USA
Guaranteed home-mortage loans, making it 
possible for banks to o�er individual home 

buyers mortages and triggered mortage lending, 
building boom, home-ownership. Redlining- 

refusal of loans to the considerable “poor”.  
DesignLikeyouGiveADamn

Postwar building boom 
Modernism with its promise of e�cien-
cy and a�ordability seemed perfect to 
rebuild the cities after  the destruction 

of WWII and the prewar housing 
shortage. Architects returned to the 

idea of mass-production- resulted in the 
lack of creativ freedom of architects. 

Unite d’Habitation - Le Courbusier

Superdutch
The publication created a term “Second 
Modernity”  which was determined by 

internationalization, global economy,  and 
rapidly developing information technology  as 
the autonomy as architect/design resulted in 

the loosening of intertwined relationships 
betwen architect and planners. Architects as 

consultants rather than builders. 

RETHINKING THE MODERN CITY  SO IT 
CORRESPONDS TO ‘GLOBAL ECONOMIES & 

INFORMATION TECHNOLOGIES’

Debré Act, France
The debré act, authorized 

slum clearance in Paris. “Capital of Culture” UMEÅ
The municipality's investment is a Culture 
house,in cooperation with the real estate 
company Baltic Group. Several of Umeå's 

sprawling cultural activities has been 
moved/ forced to move to other premises 

in connection with the Cultural Capital Year 
ignoring a democratic process converting  
commercial interests in front of cultural. 

Hurricane Katrina
‘City branding’

The term “city branding” was coined with 
the Guggenheim Bilbao, expressing the 
implicit relationship between autono-

mous architecture and consumer 
society. Frank Gehry

Industralization of Architecture

Utopias of city-rural

Participation 
Architecture

Architects wanted to address the 
balance of power between the 

architect and the user, to 
empower users to take control of 
their dwellings while the architect 

becomes a mere technical 
facilitator.

Parc de la Villete
Bernard Tschumi envisioned 

Parc de la Villette as a place of 
culture where natural and 

arti�cial are forced together 
into a state of constant 

recon�guration, discovery and 
evoke a sense of ‘freedom’. 

“Return to the real”
Ideas of reality elements: event, play, decay, rot, 
issues related to duration, in�uenced by Henri 

Lefebvre, the Situationists, Georges Bastille and 
Roland Barthes. An architecture that intervenes 

in the social and political spheres. 
Bernand Tschumi

‘DIY-City’
Fernando Montés and Bernard Tschumi 

-proposal to eliminate planning and 
allow a total freedom for urban develop-
ment as a means of emancipating both 

the inhabitant and the city. 

Maison Dom-ino
A structure that can be repeated 

endlessly and could be con�gured in 
di�erent ways to meet the varying 

needs of occupants with prefabrica-
tion for rapid construction. In other 

words an universal housing unit. 
Paris, France, Le Corbusier

San Francisco Earthquake and Fire
One of major disasters of the industrilazed age-

San Francisco, California, USA 1905

Rise of Social Issues Second ModernityUrgent house-shortage
SHIFT OF ROLE!

Housing Crisis

The devestation of the WWI led to acute 
housing shortages around Europe. 

Slums where sprawling on the edges. 
Attempt to create a industry to produce 
low-cost housing. Mass-manufactured 

dwellings represented the future of 
housing.  

Le Corbusier, Walter Gropious

OCCUPY MOVEMENT 2011

1929 Dymaxion House
Design to improve the human 

condition. The house was also one 
of the �rst rxamples of self-su�-

cient ”autonomous” green design. 
Buckminster Fuller

A�ordable housing
In USA, the industralization had led the 

automobile to become  an integral part of 
American life. Recreational trailers where  
adapted by migrant workers and other to 

dwellings and worked as a�ordable housing. 
Wallis, Real Estate

“Don’t sell our homes”
Mani�station against the sell out 

of Allmännyttan, public
 residential proporty 

Umeå, 2017. 

USING OWN CREATIVITY  TO SHAPE THE NEW LIFESTYLE

CREATIVE MAN 
The Copenhagen Institue for Future Studies, 
The Future Consumer, Employee and Citizen

ARCHITECTURAL 
RESPONSES

SOCIETIES
RESPONSES

URBAN
 OCCURRENCES

Curve of the architects importance

Highlights

Approaching “THE NEW LIFESTYLE”

Rem Koolhaas
Accepted the new social 

and economic landscape.

Referens: 
‘Float!’ “Rising and falling importance of architects” , 
‘DesignLikeYouGiveADamn’  
‘Architecture, Crisis and Resuscitation’,  Tahl Kaminer , 
and own collection of occurences over the years- to gather 
an overall understandings of the architects role, society 
and architecure. 

Cairo, “The Arab springs”

CHAPTER 02/ The role of mobile dwellings in Western society 
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But as different governments have been critical towards groups that 
were displacing themselves from a settled and civilized society, there 
has been situations where the state has discouraged and challenged 
nomadic groups. Europe is probably the most intolerant towards 
nomadic groups.28  

For instance, the exclusion of Roma people was a legitimated 
measure in several municipalities throughout Sweden in the first half 
of the 20th century. 29 Local authorities have over the years been 
discouraged from providing sites for Roma people in order limit the 
possibilities of their nomadic living patterns. It was later on as 
societies have dealt with nomadic groups through acts of assimilation 
in order to accommodate them within the system’s verifiable 
framework, as they were seen as victims of their traditional lifestyle.30 

29    Regeringskansliet, Arbetsmarknadsdepartementet, Den mörka och okända historien-Vitbok om 
övergrepp och kränkningar av romer under 1900-talet, Stockholm, 2014, 163.
30    Montezino, Norma, Zigenarfrågan – Intervention och romantik, Diss., Lunds Universitet, 2002, 126.

Considering the cultural nomads, their surrounding was used as a 
resource that was open to everyone and did not focus on ownership 
or the abstract concept of right of usage. Instead, mobility acted as 
an organizing principal of their survival allowing the nomads to 
adapt to different conditions, whether environmental, economic or 
other. The nomads’ identity and security lay in what they brought 
with them and the relationships with others on the route.26   

For instance, the Sámi’s traditional building cot was characterized 
by recycling and made in different materials depending on time 
and place. Likewise, the Roma people have for centuries been able 
to sustain themselves through their handcraft and expertise on 
crafts, music and other, where they frequently travelled for new 
goods to sell. 27  

26    Phillips, David.J, Peoples on the Move: Introducing the Nomads of the World; Introducing 
Nomads of the World, Piquant, United Kingdom,  Antwerp: Intervarsity Press, 2001, 31.
27    Ibid,  421. 
28    Ibid..
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ROMANI/TRAVELLERSSÁMI

EXISTENCE AUTONOMY

ROMANI TRAILER 
Handicraft trailers built with what 

material is available.

COT
Uses what is available. 
Recycles and adapts to 

surrounding. 

Local Network Local Network

FIRST ECONOMY SECOND ECONOMY

ORGANISATION

OCCUPATION

MOTIVATION

ACCOMMODATION

Fig.7  Cultural nomads
(Diagram by author. Assembly of authors research.) 
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The influence is also reflected legally. Living mobile became a 
part of a larger political project in order to create the modern 
citizen in a civilised sedentary lifestyle.31 Tourism and the desire 
to detach yourself from society has encouraged the preservation 
of alternative simpler lifestyles into a leisure landscape, where 
the need of external services to support the lifestyle became 
restricted to sites of recreation, found in such as marinas and 
campsites.32 While geographical mobility is appreciated in terms 
of freedom, the long-term residency has consequently been 
challenged by prejudicial zoning, building agencies and 
legislations.  
 

31    Phillips, David.J, Peoples on the Move: Introducing the Nomads of the World; Introducing 
Nomads of the World, Piquant, United Kingdom,, Antwerp: Intervarsity Press, 2001, 31.
32  Høyer Leivinstad, Hege. Lives on Wheels, Caravan Homes in Contemporary Europe, PhD 
diss., Stockholm University, 2015, 82.

Fig.8 Sizes of mobile dwellings when applying to regulations
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Fig.9 Residental mobility and need of external services 
(Assembly of authors research)
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CHAPTER 03/ The modern nomad- A new commodity of life

The mobile dwelling has both been used as a solution to continuous 
housing crises but also responded to individual needs. However, as 

the mobile dwelling has been associated as a shelter for the homeless 
and vulnerable cultural mobile groups of society, it has contributed to 
the social stigmas today. Consequently, the long-term use has become 

challenged instead of seeing its potential. 

SOCIAL STIGMAS
The association of vulnerable and cultural 
groups of society has mantained the social 

stigmas. 
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3.1 Overview

While the mobile dwelling has served its role as housing for vulnerable 
groups in society, it has continuously been associated with being a 
necessity. However, according to the social anthropologist Hege Høyer 
Leivinstad who has studied the permanent living in caravans and 
motorhomes, the majority of those who have chosen to live in mobile homes 
in the US, have a higher income and education than the average American. 
She also states that the growing use of mobile dwellings in Europe from lower 
middle class and working-class Europeans are rather related to issues 
concerning lifestyle changes than an economical restrain. 33   

CHAPTER 03/ The modern nomad- A new commodity of life

THE MODERN NOMAD- A NEW COMMODITY OF LIFE

33   Høyer Leivinstad, Hege. Lives on Wheels, Caravan Homes in Contemporary Europe, PhD diss., 
Stockholm University, 2015.

03
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3.2 Between ‘necessity and ‘choice’

Of those who choose to live in mobile dwellings, the landscape 
geographer J.B. Jackson, sees that the importance of the inhabi-
tation lies in the realization of freedom, as he states “the freedom 
from burdensome emotional ties with the environment, freedom 
from communal responsibilities, freedom from the tyranny of the 

traditional home and its possessions; the freedom from belonging to 
a tight knit social order; and above all, the freedom to move to some-

where else”.34 Jackson considers the “freedom from” as an escape 
from societal problems where the physical mobility becomes im-

portant, as it becomes a necessity of a withdrawal from immobility 
both physically and socially. 

But the realization of freedom is rather related to the values the 
recreational trailer had as it first appeared in America by the 

1950’s. According to the professor of environmental design Allan 
D.Wallis, the travel trailer developed through the establishment of 
leisure and holidays for the working-class. It represented a return 

CHAPTER 03/ The modern nomad- A new commodity of life

34     Jackson, John Brinckerhoff, Discovering the Vernacular Landscape, New Haven: Yale University Press, 1984, 100-101. 
35     Wallis, Allan D, Wheel Estate: The rise and decline of mobile homes, 2edt, Baltimore and London: The John Hopkins University 
Press, 1997, 47. 
36    Høyer Leivinstad, Hege. Lives on Wheels, Caravan Homes in Contemporary Europe, PhD diss., Stockholm University, 2015, 22.

to nature and offered an escape from geographical boundaries that 
limited social opportunities of a neighbourhood or town. It thus 

rejected the constraints of a fixed community. Instead it represented 
values of individuality and freedom through mobility and strived for 

a classless society.35  

These values become clear in Leivestads’ research of the caravanners 
as they express social life being inaccessible in the urban environment 

and that in their view, the rigidity of the city is problematic. Also, 
they carried conflicted relations to “the nation state, to politics and to 
what they see as a loss of morality in their neighbourhoods caused by 

economic crisis and immigration.”36 Instead the search of a community 
is provided by the camping site they can no longer find at home. The 

sharing of land, time, skills and other resources are being described as 
important assets that contribute to the values of their mobile lifestyle. 
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Local Network

CARAVAN/RV
Catalouge from industries

SELF-REALIZATION, AUTONOMY, COMMUNITY

CARAVANNERS
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3.3 Creative solutions

During recent years there has been a shed of light in public media how 
young adults have found their own creative ways of accommodating 
themselves. E.g. in London many young adults are fleeing the escalating 
property prices, as they have risen by 86% since 2009.37 Instead, young 
adults have turned to houseboat owning seen on Regent’s Canal. Moving 
every two weeks due to regulations, it has become an attractive alterna-
tive in order to reduce the monthly expenses. One of those residents is 
Matthew Winters who states that living on a houseboat has advanced his 
acting career due to the many possibilities it offered. He also states that 
it includes the decision making of a new lifestyle. “That feeling when you 
move house and a fresh start – you get that every two weeks!”.38 Even though 
the dwelling requires constant maintenance and is seen as a part time job, 
knowledge and collective support is being exchanged which help shape the 
boating community. 

Christoffer is another example of a modern mobile dweller as he has built 
his own bike-house of 3m2 located in Stockholm. It is parked on a street 
outside his bicycle shop. “Is it a house? Is it a vehicle? Is it a bicycle? The 
confusion doesn’t make it easy to determine into the regulative framework.“ 
he said. 39 However, he states that its use is often challenged. Safety is an 
issue since the accommodation is particularly vulnerable to intruders and 
other dangers. It is also dependent on external services, thus challenging 

its mobility. Self-sufficiency remains an ideal where the complementing 
site infrastructure is at times strictly necessary to the very functioning of 
the mobile dwelling. According to Christoffer, the bike-house still offers a 
cheaper way of living, brings freedom through its mobility and in the relief 
of ownership. Investments can instead be made to leisure time, experiences 
and social life. 
 
The creative solutions are being revealed as living mobile within society 
means the necessity to bypass building codes. The reasons are merely 
financial. Residents of mobile dwellings state, when compared to renting 
or buying the mobile dwelling offers a more affordable way of living. Being 
loose property, they are not obligated to taxes, high costs or be heavy 
indebted.  However, like most manufactured products, the dwelling 
becomes a depreciable asset that lose values over time. 

Jackson further explains this, as he sees the mobile house as temporary 
when people are looking for that next step to something more permanent 
and long-lasting; “the low-cost dwelling for the future —lacking in 
solidity, lacking permanence, lacking in charm, but inexpensive, convenient 
and mobile”. 40  However, as people are choosing this lifestyle his view 
becomes disputable. 

37     Smedley, Tim, Why young Londoners are moving to houseboats, BBC Britain, 2016-12-06 http://
www.bbc.com/capital/story/20161205-why-young-londoners-are-moving-to-houseboats (Accessed 
2017-12-30).
38     Ibid. 

39      Christoffer, Owner of bike-house. Individual interview, Stockholm, 2017-10-17.
40      Jackson, John Brinckerhoff, Discovering the Vernacular Landscape, New Haven and London: 
Yale University Press, 1984, 100. 
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‘MODERN NOMAD’

AUTONOMY, FREEDOM, OPPORTUNITIES

The notion of home is in constant change
including more than the basic need of ‘shelter’
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Nässjö- Housetrailer 
Self-built house on a trailer, did not see the 

need to adjust to the housing shortage. 
Lina Spåls, Nässjö

Bikehouse
“The freedom to be able to sleep where you want”. 

I can park wherever I want, in the forest, a lake. 
 Christoffer ”Nubbe” Svensson,Stockholm

Houseboats
Young adults moving to houseboats. 

London

Fig.10 Mobile dwellers
(Assembly of authors research)
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Living mobile is no longer bound to a certain group of people as it was before. In 
the cases brought forward in this chapter demonstrates how users value the 
mobile lifestyle, but the main reasons differ. In one hand the cases of mobile 

dwelling represent a conscious choice to an alternative lifestyle where the term 
“freedom from” is being brought forward through mobility. On the other hand, it 
has taken a role in responding to issues of the current housing market. Instead it 

stands for freedom from societies compulsions that force people into insecure 
accommodations with high costs. 

 
Even so, the standard between the different households cannot be compared in 

the request of affordability or in their value system that may provide a long-term 
financial or residential security, making the sustenance within regulations a 

questionable way of living. Instead, both the economic and social vulnerability 
creates a precarious situation that is still dominant. Therefore the location becomes 

even more important as it provides values to the lifestyle.  

LOCATION
The location is important as it provides 

values to the lifestyle. 
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4.1 Overview 

The location is important to mobile dwellers as it provides values to the 
mobile lifestyle. As being mobile is challenged by restrictions and regula-
tions of each location, I decided to look at water, as the freedom of mobility 
is less restricted on water than on land . Based on my overall experience 
on living on water (since the acquisition of a sailboat) mobility on water is 
already an integral part of Stockholm’s culture. Stockholm has always been 
a city with a close connection to the water. The water surrounding the city 
made communication and operations possible with the rest of the world 
and is one of the main reasons to the cities growth. Therefore, the marine 
operations have always been an important asset to the city. However, I 
argue that the water as an asset has not been fully explored to meet its full 
potential.

This section will look at the possibilities for mobility on water. Restrictions 
become more evident when applying length of time to the equation, as you 
are not normally allowed to stay within one place for an indefinite amount 
of time. Still, people have made residency on water possible, both through 
their occupancy and in their achievement of legal status. 

I have localized four different situations in Stockholm were people have 
found ways of living for an extended amount of time on water. Through 
conducted interviews and site visits I explored the following; What made 
living on boats possible? What stages are required before it becomes legal? 
What are the possibilities and issues? 

CHAPTER 04/ CONTEXT

Fig.11 View of Söder Mälarstrand, Stockholm
Photograph by author.
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4.2 Legalities on water

Over the years, Stockholm’s inhabitants have resorted to boats, 
barges and half-old wrecks when housing shortages have been 
difficult. During the 1980s it became illegal to live permanently on a 
boat in Stockholm. Ever since, living on a boat has been a grey zone. 

According to the Swedish tax agency Skatteverket, a houseboat is 
considered to be loose property. If it is not fixed to land in such a 
way that it cannot be relocated easily, it does not count as a building 
or real estate nor requiring a building permit.41 However Boverket 
has assessed that the permanent use of boat as dwelling leads to 
classification of a building, which in turn requires building 
permits.42 But the boundaries have been difficult to define as there is 
no time limit on how long you can spend time on the boat before it 
counts as a dwelling. 

Today there is wide range of people living on water.  The board of 
Stockholms Hamn AB acknowledges that in practice, 
approximately 400 households live unofficially permanently on their 
boats in Stockholm. 43  
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41    Skatteverket, Skatteverkets Ställningstaganden, Husbåt i mervärdesskattehänseende, 2007-10-05, 
Skatteverket, https://www.skatteverket.se/funktioner/rattsinformation/arkivforrattsligvagledning/arkiv/
stallningstaganden/2007/stallningstaganden2007/13159125607111.5.19b9f599116a9e8ef36800013698.
html (Accessed 2018 - 02- 23). 
42    Adelsohn Liljeroth, Lena, Möjlighet till permanent boende på ”husbåtar”- Motion av Lena Adelsohn 
Liljeroth (m), Utlåtande 2000:154 RVIII, Dnr 329/99, 1999.
43    Ibid.

Stockholm C
1.

1.

2.

4.

3.

2.

4.

5.

6.

7.
8.

3.

2

9.

10.

11.

13.

14.

15.

16.

18.

19.

17.

20.

21.

12.

3 km

3 km

3 km

3 km

3 km

3 km

OCCUPANCY 

RESEARCH FOCUS

MOBILITY

TIME

This right gives us the limited right to stay on land or water for a short period 
period of time, even though land or water is owned by someone else. However, 
the land should not be subjected to any signi�cant inconvenience or damage on 

the property or violate the privacy of the home. 
(Source: Naturvårdsverket och Länsstyrelsen.)

1<2 DAYS
Boatclubs and marinas o�er temporary spots 

for guests to moore for payment. Facilities and 
services  are provided where they o�er WC/-
Shower, Kitchen, restaurants and workshop.  

Seasonal residency is as a part of the recre-
ational status and does not require building 

permits. The seasonal activity  for boat harbors 
is between April - October.    

(Source: Boverket  (B5013-1450 / 97) 

SEASONAL LEGAL RESIDENCY
LEGAL RESIDENCY:
1. PAMPAS MARINA
2. SÖDRA MÄLARSTRAND
3.  DJURGÅRDSVARVET
4. NACKA STRAND 

Boat residency is often faced with extensive bureaucratic 
obstacles. The uno�cial accommodation is stated to bring 

consequences to the environment as recreational boats don’t 
ful�ll the sanitary regulations of permanent residency. 

One of the biggest obstacles  is that you are not allowed to register the boat 
as primary residency as you need to be registered to a property and requires 

a building permit. Even so,  long-term residency on water  has been made 
possible in the achievement of legal status. 

ARCHIPELAGO

SHORT TERM
RIGHT OF PUBLIC ACCESS NATURAL HARBOR

SHORES

BRIDGES

GUEST HARBOR WASTE DISPOSALRECREATIONAL
Stockholms Hamn provides 
emptying stations for waste 

disposal in order to avoid 
envrionmental pollution.



39

Stockholm C
1.

1.

2.

4.

3.

2.

4.

5.

6.

7.
8.

3.

2

9.

10.

11.

13.

14.

15.

16.

18.

19.

17.

20.

21.

12.

3 km

3 km

3 km

3 km

3 km

3 km

OCCUPANCY 

RESEARCH FOCUS

MOBILITY

TIME

This right gives us the limited right to stay on land or water for a short period 
period of time, even though land or water is owned by someone else. However, 
the land should not be subjected to any signi�cant inconvenience or damage on 

the property or violate the privacy of the home. 
(Source: Naturvårdsverket och Länsstyrelsen.)

1<2 DAYS
Boatclubs and marinas o�er temporary spots 

for guests to moore for payment. Facilities and 
services  are provided where they o�er WC/-
Shower, Kitchen, restaurants and workshop.  

Seasonal residency is as a part of the recre-
ational status and does not require building 

permits. The seasonal activity  for boat harbors 
is between April - October.    

(Source: Boverket  (B5013-1450 / 97) 

SEASONAL LEGAL RESIDENCY
LEGAL RESIDENCY:
1. PAMPAS MARINA
2. SÖDRA MÄLARSTRAND
3.  DJURGÅRDSVARVET
4. NACKA STRAND 

Boat residency is often faced with extensive bureaucratic 
obstacles. The uno�cial accommodation is stated to bring 

consequences to the environment as recreational boats don’t 
ful�ll the sanitary regulations of permanent residency. 

One of the biggest obstacles  is that you are not allowed to register the boat 
as primary residency as you need to be registered to a property and requires 

a building permit. Even so,  long-term residency on water  has been made 
possible in the achievement of legal status. 

ARCHIPELAGO

SHORT TERM
RIGHT OF PUBLIC ACCESS NATURAL HARBOR

SHORES

BRIDGES

GUEST HARBOR WASTE DISPOSALRECREATIONAL
Stockholms Hamn provides 
emptying stations for waste 

disposal in order to avoid 
envrionmental pollution.



40

CHAPTER 04/ CONTEXT

7.

6.

9.

4.

8.

Frihamnen

Stockholm C

1 km

1 km

1 km

1 km

1 km

1 km

1 km

SITE IMPLEMENTATION

SÖ
DRA MÄLARSTRAND

RESIDENCY

LEGAL STATUS

AGREEMENT

The municipal organization Stockholms Hamnar 
allows boat residency on berths  through agree-

ments if the ship is considered to add value to the 
cityscape and ful�lls their list of requirements.  

But in practice they are not allowed to be regis-
tered as residency and is not legal.

If there is no owner registered on the boat, there is no 
possibility to contact the owner. Therefore, the city 

cannot remove moored boats as doing so could make 
them responsible for acquisitive crime.Also, if you 

moore to a location with uncertain ownership contracts 
it becomes di�cult to challenge.

PUBLIC 

LEGAL GREY ZONES

The case studies demonstrate associations has 
taken steps  to become legal and extend the 

seasonal status.  Making agreements with the 
municipality allows the long-term berth with the 

conditions on making a non-envrionmental 
damage. 

ASSOCIATIONS INFORMAL

The municipal organization Stockholms Hamnar 
allows boat residency on berths  through agree-

ments if the ship is considered to add value to the 
cityscape and ful�lls their list of requirements.  

But in practice they are not allowed to be regis-
tered as residency and is not legal.

If there is no owner registered on the boat, there is no 
possibility to contact the owner. Therefore, the city 

cannot remove moored boats as doing so could make 
them responsible for acquisitive crime.Also, if you 

moore to a location with uncertain ownership contracts 
it becomes di�cult to challenge.

PUBLIC 

LEGAL GREY ZONES

The case studies demonstrate associations has 
taken steps  to become legal and extend the 

seasonal status.  Making agreements with the 
municipality allows the long-term berth with the 

conditions on making a non-envrionmental 
damage. 

ASSOCIATIONS INFORMAL

Årstaviken

Bällstaviken

Riddar�ärden

Saltsjön

PA
MPAS MARINA

LEGAL STATUS

RESIDENCY

AGREEMENT

ASSOCIATION

SO
LN

A SKEPPSFÖRENING

RESIDENCY

AGREEMENT

1 km

1 km

?HE
RO

ES
 OF THE OILBRIDGE

OCCUPATION

SÖDERSJUKHUSET

RESIDENCY

ILLEGAL STATUS

2.

1. 2.

1.

1.

OCCUPANCY 
TIME

SEASONAL GREY ZONE LEGAL RESIDENCYSHORT TERM

RESIDENCY

CASE STUDIES ON RESIDENCY ON WATER 



41

CHAPTER 04/ CONTEXT

7.

6.

9.

4.

8.

Frihamnen

Stockholm C

1 km

1 km

1 km

1 km

1 km

1 km

1 km

SITE IMPLEMENTATION

SÖ
DRA MÄLARSTRAND

RESIDENCY

LEGAL STATUS

AGREEMENT

The municipal organization Stockholms Hamnar 
allows boat residency on berths  through agree-

ments if the ship is considered to add value to the 
cityscape and ful�lls their list of requirements.  

But in practice they are not allowed to be regis-
tered as residency and is not legal.

If there is no owner registered on the boat, there is no 
possibility to contact the owner. Therefore, the city 

cannot remove moored boats as doing so could make 
them responsible for acquisitive crime.Also, if you 

moore to a location with uncertain ownership contracts 
it becomes di�cult to challenge.

PUBLIC 

LEGAL GREY ZONES

The case studies demonstrate associations has 
taken steps  to become legal and extend the 

seasonal status.  Making agreements with the 
municipality allows the long-term berth with the 

conditions on making a non-envrionmental 
damage. 

ASSOCIATIONS INFORMAL

The municipal organization Stockholms Hamnar 
allows boat residency on berths  through agree-

ments if the ship is considered to add value to the 
cityscape and ful�lls their list of requirements.  

But in practice they are not allowed to be regis-
tered as residency and is not legal.

If there is no owner registered on the boat, there is no 
possibility to contact the owner. Therefore, the city 

cannot remove moored boats as doing so could make 
them responsible for acquisitive crime.Also, if you 

moore to a location with uncertain ownership contracts 
it becomes di�cult to challenge.

PUBLIC 

LEGAL GREY ZONES

The case studies demonstrate associations has 
taken steps  to become legal and extend the 

seasonal status.  Making agreements with the 
municipality allows the long-term berth with the 

conditions on making a non-envrionmental 
damage. 

ASSOCIATIONS INFORMAL

Årstaviken

Bällstaviken

Riddar�ärden

Saltsjön

PA
MPAS MARINA

LEGAL STATUS

RESIDENCY

AGREEMENT

ASSOCIATION

SO
LN

A SKEPPSFÖRENING

RESIDENCY

AGREEMENT

1 km

1 km

?HE
RO

ES
 OF THE OILBRIDGE

OCCUPATION

SÖDERSJUKHUSET

RESIDENCY

ILLEGAL STATUS

2.

1. 2.

1.

1.

OCCUPANCY 
TIME

SEASONAL GREY ZONE LEGAL RESIDENCYSHORT TERM

RESIDENCY

CASE STUDIES ON RESIDENCY ON WATER 



42

4.3 Case Study-  Pirate Harbour

One of those informal dwellers is Lasse who has lived for 8 years on his 
boat. He is moored on what is commonly known as the Pirate Harbour, 
which is an old abandoned oil pier that connects to the mainland through 
a bridge on the bay Årstaviken. It was used to supply oil to the hospital 
Södersjukhuset from other ships, but in 1996 the hospital stopped using oil. 

Through an interview I had the pleasure to meet Lasse who, like many 
shares the story of the insecurities of the housing market. Before moving to 
his boat, he dwelled on secondary contracts. But as the lease was suddenly 
withdrawn he had to move out. “… then I had nowhere to go. It was going to 
take too long and be too expensive to buy something, so I took the boat 
instead.” Lasse said. 44 

The boat is 25 meters long and was fully equipped and restored for 
habitation. However, as he was searching for a place to locate himself legally, 
he wasn’t allowed to stay on surrounding docks or harbours with the 
argument of it being an “emergency dock for other boats”. In the end he 
found the oil pier and as soon as he moored here, more people followed.

Together with four other boat-owners they share the space of the pier 
together. He states, “Everyone is welcome!”. Above the entrance there is a 

wooden sign carved Heroes of the Oil Bridge, where just a couple of 
years ago Lasse created the informal association.

But as the cluster of boats has retracted attention of by passers, public 
discourses have focused extensively on the negative impacts on the local 
area. The informal dwellers are being seen as environmental polluters 
that discharge sewage and fuel into the water, and being unknown, they 
disrupt the space. Consequently, the municipality has received a lot of 
complaints and have been encouraged to deal with the situation.

According to the municipality the boats have moored illegally without 
consent. But the combination between the uncertainties of ownership of 
the oil pier due to many old contracts, the occupation has been difficult 
to challenge. As there is no owner registered for the passenger boats, 
there is no possibility to contact the owner. Therefore, the city cannot 
remove the moored boats as doing so could make them responsible for 
acquisitive crime. Even so, the disturbance of occupancy makes the boat 
residents in continuous jeopardy of being re-located. In January 2018 
the municipality decided to demolish the pier due to the compilation of 
complaints from pass-byers. 45 
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44    Lasse; resident on the Pirate Harbour. Individual Interview, Stockholm, 2018-02-06
45   Stigfur, Sofie, Klart, pirathamnen i Årstaviken ska rivas, Södermalmsnytt. 2018-01-30 https://
www.stockholmdirekt.se/nyheter/klart-pirathamnen-i-arstaviken-ska-rivas/repraD!twJoG-
1pqUiOcQMsdVB2VQ/ , (Accessed 2018-02-23)
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Fig.12 View of entrance to the oil pier.
Photograph by author.

Fig.13 Process of residency 
Diagram by author. 
Assembly of authors research. 
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4.4 Case Study-  Bällstaviken

On a different bay in Bällstaviken, lies a formal association called 
Solna Skeppsförening. There are four boats attached to a common flat-
boat. The union was shaped in 1997 with seven members inscribed 
and the location was made possible through an agreement with the 
municipality. 

One of the members is Josefin who lives on the boat together with 
her husband and two children approximately 40% of their time. They 
use it as a secondary residence close to the city, where the only thing 
keeping them from living in the boat long-term is the illegal status.  
They bought themselves a spot into the association and has partly 
lived here for three years. Before that they moored illegally together 
with other boat owners in the bay Skurusundet, but as the bay be-
came a part of a construction site, several boat owners had to move 
and find a new location. “We were looking a lot after other places to 
moor when we moved from Nacka, but it was incredibly difficult. And 
with two little children we didn’t want to be moored anywhere where 
we could be told to move. We want our home, a home insurance, we 
want the security. Knowing that it works. Then we found this place.” 
Josefin explains in the interview.46 

In the agreement the location provides a site for houseboats for 
recreational use. One of the agreements include to not make any 
environmental damage and instead promote a qualitative boat 
environment. Within the association the purpose is to promote 
members financial interests by operating a pier for the members 
boats. Members participate into shaping and maintaining their 
community, discussing everything from a combustion toilet and 
how to make it safer on the bridge. 

In the end of the interview she continues, “It seems good to just raise 
the question in why we are so narrow-minded in society… we sort of 
produce problems of something that is not a problem. It’s really sad. 
I have a dream that when my children grow up they will have the 
opportunity to choose this lifestyle… Not that they are being limited 
because someone has set up dumb rules.” 
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46    Josefin, member of Solna Skeppsförening, Individual interview, Stockholm 2018-02-08
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Fig.14- Entrance to the moored boats
Photograph by author
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Fig.15 Process of residency Diagram 
by author. Assembly of authors research. 
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4.5 Case Study-  Pampas Marina

There are boat residents who have achieved legal status. The 
privately-owned marina Pampas Marina, was the first one in 
Sweden that allowed a legal long-term residency on water aside 
with several businesses and restaurants in the same location. After 
allowing berth of boats since 1997, the marina started out a four-
year negotiation with the municipality which eventually ended up 
allowing long-term residency on boats in the marina. Thereafter it 
has acted as a role model that has influenced other municipalities 
in acknowledging the official residency on boats. 
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Fig.17- Aquavilla moored houseboats 
Photograph by Janerik Henriksson / TT, SVT

Fig.16- Process of residency Diagram by author. 
Assembly of authors research.
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4.6 Case Study-  Södra Mälarstrand

The same is acknowledged in the bay Södra Mälarstrand where long-term 
residency on water came true in 2011. 

Björn is one of the boat residents of Södra Mälarstrand and was a part 
of the struggle of making residency on boats legal. He has lived on his 
current boat Viking since 1997. He described the area at the time being 
unkempt with no water connections nor waste management. He described 
the situation extensively primitive but still pleasant. 

The formation of the association Södra Mälarstrands Förening lead to the 
delegation and responsibility of the management of the dock to the 
association. “We decided which boats were supposed to be here, we looked at 
everything, electricity meters, water, we inspected the ships to see if they were 
seaworthy and reported to Stockholms Harbor AB. So, they had more or less 
delegated the management of the dock to us.” Björn explains. 47   
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47    Asplund, Björn, boat resident, Individual interview, 2018- 02-07
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Fig.18 Björn on his boat Viking
Photograph by author. 

Fig.19 View from the bedroom
Photograph by author. 



50

The same year, together with the politician Lena Adelsohn 
Liljeroth, a motion was sent to politicians to allow boats to be 
used as a legal residence with the main argument of “ships and 
boats of all kinds are an important asset to the city image”. 48  But 
as the motion continued to expand it was stated that to get a 
berth space in Stockholm the boat-owners had several criteria 
to fulfil.

One of them was that the boat must have a ship-like silhouette 
to contribute to the overall surrounding. Furthermore, it be-
came evident that one of the main reasons to why it is difficult 
to acknowledge the legality, is waste issues usually not being 
solved and coordinated between different institutions. The ex-
tensive responsibility between the institutions requires the area 
to be changed through the detail-plan. This would allow boats 
to connect to municipal infrastructure to receive water and 
sewage management, insurance solutions, public registration for 
residents and building permits made possible. 

Moreover, allowing legal status requires the boat being a real estate.49 
This is made possible if the detail plan indicates that a water area may 
be used for permanent residence on houseboats. While the process of 
changing the detail-plan can take several years to accomplish the main 
reason was to avoid increasing costs to the city. 

In 2011, 12 years later, the first contracts were signed. According to the 
politician Tomas Rudin, he expresses the time length of investigative 
work due to a lack of political will.50 Even so, the City Council 
decided in 2008 to conduct a pilot project called Bo på Båt (Residency 
on Boats). Today it is the only pilot-project allowing residency on boats 
in Stockholm which covers only 25 boats.51 As a part of the 
implementation, leases were signed directly with the boat owners 
located on site.  
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A written motion to the  General 

Assemblywas sent 

Boat residents who 
wishes to making this 

legal

2008
To apply the pilot-project 

‘Residency on Boat’

1997
The shaping of an association 

for the berth- 
Södra Mälarstrand

Agreement between the 
association and municipality to 

take care of the berth
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48    Adelsohn Liljeroth, Lena, Möjlighet till permanent boende på ”husbåtar”- Motion av Lena 
Adelsohn Liljeroth (m), Utlåtande 2000:154 RVIII, Dnr 329/99, 1999.
49    Ibid.
50    Rudin, Tomas, Motion av Tomas Rudin (S) om utvidgat pilotprojekt Bo på Båt, Vattenvillor, 
Dnr 309-306-2013, 2013
51    Stockholms Hamnar, Bo på Båt, Stockholmshamnar, 2015, https://www.stockholmsham-
nar.se/stockholm/kajplatser/bo-pa-bat/ (Accessed 2018-04.20)
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52      Lundberg, Elina, Krångliga regler gör att båtplatserna står tomma, Södermalmsnytt, 
2013-02-22 http://www.stockholmdirekt.se/nyheter/krangliga-regler-gor-att-batplatserna-
star-tomma/Ldembv!7m8foIzJtm45sJczLenQGA/, (accessed 2018-02-20)
53       Castwall, Johan, Cars, Henrik, Motion (2013:22) om utvidgat pilotprojekt Bo på Båt, 
Vattenvillor, Stockholms Standshus AB, Dnr 2013/3.2.2/69 , 2013

However, even though the interest of the project has been great, 
there has been a high financial threshold. According to Björn, every 
boater must make an investment of 35 000 – 100 000 SEK in order to 
achieve the criteria’s in order to be approved. These costs are 
centralized in installations of sewerage, electricity, water to 
municipal connections and aesthetics. Also, the threshold has led to 
the assigned boat-spaces not been fully occupied. Consequently, this 
has led to the argument that the interest or demand has been small, 
thus limited the expansion of the pilot project Bo på Båt. 52 53    

Fig.21  Negotiation between authorities
(See footnote 48.)  

Fig.20- Process of residency 
Diagram by author. Assembly of 
authors research.
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The different case studies demonstrate the same desires of living 
on water. However, there is a lack of resource and organization 
between the different boat communities. The achievement of legal 
residency requires certain commitment, time and organisation. At 
Pampas Marina and Södra Mälarstrand the main issues have been 
to solve the requirements for waste disposal and sewage. But the 
huge individual investments have created a huge 
threshold for boat users at Södra Mälarstrand. The lack of 
occupancy is then misleading as it is seen as lack of commitment 
and interest thus restricting the expansion of the project Bo på 
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AVOID EXTRA COSTS TO THE CITY

REQUIREMENTS TO SOLVE ISSUES

ACHIEVEMENT OF LONG-TERM 
RESIDENCY

?
??
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The lack of resource makes the process of longterm 
boat-living a struggle. As issues are not resolved, 

it contributes to the existing social stigmas.

Båt. Therefore, there is a need to demonstrate the interest and 
commitment in order to make the threshold possible. 

On the Pirate Harbour, the boat residents are in continuous 
jeopardy of being re-located despite being identified as a loophole 
as the legal status of boat residency is still limited to the possibility 
to moor to a specific location. Therefore, an agreement between 
municipalities and actors may allow the long-term occupancy on a 
location in exchange of maintenance of the area.  
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05
5.1  Overview

These case studies have demonstrated processes where long-
term residency has been made possible. However, there is a 
need to enable an organization that can benefit the wider mobile 
community in achieving long-term security both residential and 
financially. This section will compare different housing systems 
and look at alternative ways of organizing and financing. 

FINANCIAL INVESTIGATION
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5.2 Boat vs. Housing systems

Comparing housing typologies, I identified three main ownership 
systems. They consist of full ownership, partly ownership and leasing. 

The long-term acquisition of rental contracts is the least beneficial for 
the tenant as it has the highest accommodation cost, despite size and 
household. 54 Rental contracts are instead seen as an economical trap 
as it does not bring any increase in value for the tenant, as it is the 
landlord who has taken the financial risk and maintenance costs. The 
regular payment of living costs goes to someone else rather than being 
re-invested to the resident. The only risk for the tenant is the notice 
period of three months. Today, the rental apartment median costs is at 
5386 SEK per month. 55    

For condominiums it is a different story. The median price of 
monthly costs is at 5295 SEK. 56  However, as ownership is usually 
achieved through a loan, the resident has taken a heavy-debt where a 
combination of interest rate, monthly fees for maintenance is not in-
cluded in the equation. Also, the accumulation for the down payment 
needed to take a loan can take several years to achieve. Still, you only 
partly own your apartment as it the association who owns the real 
estate. It is only in a long-term scenario, the sale of the condominium 
with raised property prices you achieve the reward. 

The villas median cost is 6250 SEK  a month.57 It is the more expensive 
housing form with the combination of heavy-debt ownership, 
maintenance and repair costs. In this model the resident has full 
ownership. Still, it is the same as for condominiums as it is in the 
long-term scenario through a sale achieve profit.

54      Statistiska Centralbyrån, Månadskostnad per hushåll i olika upplåtelseformer, 2015, 
http://www.Scb.se (Accessed 2018-03-28)
55     Ibid.  

56     Ibid. 
57     Ibid.  
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RENTAL 

CONDOMINIUM

18 MONTHS

INHERENT CONTRACT

22 MONTHS

VILLA

12 MONTHS 18 MONTHS

RENTAL 

MOBILE DWELLING: WATER
TIME:  average queuing 2- 10 

Private: <2 years
Entrance fee: 2100 kr
Membership: 2800 kr/year

MONTHLY RENT:  
SUMMER: 
Harbor: 3250 kr season
Diesel: 1200 kr season
Gym (Facilities):200 kr/month
Total: 5450 kr season

WINTER: 
Harbor: 2500 kr season
Diesel: 1200 kr season
Gym (Facilities):200 kr/month
Electricity: 1500 kr/month 
Total: 15600 kr season (El:19100)

BOAT INSURANCE: 600/year
MAINTENANCE: 12000 kr/year

Total: 36 450 kr/year
(Month: 3037,5)

MONTLY COSTS
CONDOMINIUM: 5295
VILLA: 6295
BOAT: (Winter) 4011(Summer):2373
RENTAL:  5386
INHERENT:5295

(SOURCE; SCB, Calculations on boat-residency based on long-term 
living on Årstavikens Seglingsällskap)

 (Winter) 4011(Summer):2373

SINGLE BEDROOM APARTMENT
35m2= 3 024 315
(Average price:  86 409 kr/m2    
Source; Svensk Mäklarstatistik, 2018; accessed 
17-01-24)

DOWN PAYMENT 15%: 372 451  kr 
BANK LOAN 85%: 2 110 554 kr

Have to have a salary of: 45 000/month in 
order to achive the loan
(Source: SEB/Swedbank) 

LOAN COSTS: 
INTERESTRATE 2% : 4285 kr/month
AMORTIZATION 2%: 4285 kr/month
Deduction of interest 15%:  = 1286 kr /month
Total= 7285 kr /month
TOTAL:   87 420 kr /year 

MONTH FEE:  2500 kr/month 
(Included Water, heat)
ELECTRICITY: 200 kr/month
HOME INSURANCE: 1682 kr/year (140/m)
INTERNET: 300 kr/monthly =3600 year
MAINTENANCE: 500 kr/month

Total: 10 955/month
131 460/year 
 

RENTAL DWELLING:
TIME:  average queuing 10 years 
(Bostadsförmedlingen 2017)
INVESTMENT TIME: (200 kr/år)  Total 2000 kr

MONTHLY RENT:  
5400 kr / month
(Average price year; median; Source: Hyresgästförenin-
gen, young aduls accommodation)
Includes: (Electricity, water, heat, Waste Management, 
common facilities; laundy, Parking)

HOME INSURANCE: 920 kr/year
BROADBAND:=3600 kr/year
MAINTENANCE: 0 kr

BYTESMARKNAD: 

Total: 69 320 kr / year
(month:5776,66)

INHERENT CONTRACT:
TIME:  -

MONTHLY RENT:  
4000 kr / month
(Average price year; median; Source: Hyresgästförenin-
gen, young aduls accommodation)
Includes: (Electricity, water, heat, Waste Management, 
common facilities; laundy,)

HOME INSURANCE: 920 kr/year
MAINTENANCE: 0 kr

Total: 4920/month
Total: 59 040 kr / year

Denna grupp är de�nerad som osäkra 
boendeformer som upplåtelseform  (’Hyres-
gästföreningen: Unga Vuxnas Boende’)

If my boat would be payed o� saying 4% like 
the condominium (combined interest rate and 
mortgages) it would take two years before the 
boat is payed o� and monthly costs reduced to 

the average of 3037 SEK each month.  The 
di�erence between living costs between rental 

contracts and the boat would then be at a 
di�erence of 2348,5 SEK, which means 28 182 
SEK in total/year, that could be reinvested to 
achieve the needed infrastructure to support 

the mobile lifestyle.  

SELECTED 
ACCOMMODATION 

FORMS

INVESTMENT SPAN TO OBTAIN 
AN ACCOMMODATION

HOW LONG DOES IT TAKE TO PAY OF THE BOAT? 

HOW LONG DOES IT TAKE TO PAY OFF THE BOAT? WHERE DOES THE MONEY GO? MONEY TO INVEST

2348,5 SEK/month

YEARS50 10

CONDOMINIUM

RENTAL 

BOAT

VILLA

The calculations are based on an individual household. In the process of 
entering the housing market I use myself as an example and in the 

acquisiton of my boat. . 

CONDOMINIUM/
VILLA

?
??

?

RENTAL 
CONTRACTS

INHERENT

YEARS

COSTS

LOANS BEING PAYED OFF

NO FINANCIAL RETURN

MONEY TO INVEST

FINANCIAL RETURN

372 451kr 
DOWN PAYMENT 15%

Source; Svensk Mäklarstatistik, 2018;
 accessed 2018-05-07)

SINGLE BEDROOM APARTMENT
Average price:  70 943 kr/m2  

 Stockholm
35m2 Apartment=2 483 005 kr

39000kr 

2100kr 

SAILBOAT 
OMEGA28

Secondhand Market

Entrance Fee- Boatclub

303 570kr 
DOWN PAYMENT 15%

Source; Svensk Mäklarstatistik, 2018;
 accessed 17-01-24)

VILLA
Average price:  57 823

Stockholm
35m2 =2 023 805 kr

2000k
Fee 500kr/yearly

RENTAL 
CONTRACT

Source: Stockholm 
Bostadsförmedlingen, 2017

INHERENT 
CONTRACT

Deposit of 0<

FINANCIAL INVESTIGATION
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Have to have a salary of: 45 000/month in 
order to achive the loan
(Source: SEB/Swedbank) 
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INTERESTRATE 2% : 4285 kr/month
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INVESTMENT TIME: (200 kr/år)  Total 2000 kr
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Total: 4920/month
Total: 59 040 kr / year

Denna grupp är de�nerad som osäkra 
boendeformer som upplåtelseform  (’Hyres-
gästföreningen: Unga Vuxnas Boende’)

If my boat would be payed o� saying 4% like 
the condominium (combined interest rate and 
mortgages) it would take two years before the 
boat is payed o� and monthly costs reduced to 

the average of 3037 SEK each month.  The 
di�erence between living costs between rental 

contracts and the boat would then be at a 
di�erence of 2348,5 SEK, which means 28 182 
SEK in total/year, that could be reinvested to 
achieve the needed infrastructure to support 

the mobile lifestyle.  
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Fig.22 Financial comparisons
Diagram by author. Assembly of authors research.
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Therefore, the acquisition of a boat becomes distinctive. Like 
most manufactured products, the long-term use does not give a 
long-term financial security. The mobile dwelling is loose 
property as it is not attached to land and therefore becomes a 
depreciable asset that lose value over time. When buying, you 
achieve ownership much faster than the other examples, whether 
it is a loan or payed directly. Therefore, I compare the economical 
difference with only the rental apartment. Either way, it is seen 
as a tangible asset to keep or sell after. Maintenance and repair 
costs are the costliest and in the same level as the villa. Still, when 
compared to rental contracts the payment of living costs could 
instead be invested to the asset and user.  
 
In this comparison I took my boat as an example. For instance, 
the acquisition of the boat was in total 39 000 SEK from the 
second-hand market. If the boat would be payed off saying 4% 
like the condominium (combined interest rate and mortgages) 
it would take two years before the boat is payed off and monthly 
costs reduced to the average of 3037 SEK each month (including 
maintenance, repair and location costs based on the boat-club 
Årstavikens Segelsällskap).58  The difference between living costs 
between rental contracts and the boat would then be at a 
difference of 2348,5 SEK, which means 28 182 SEK in total/year, 
that could be reinvested to achieve the needed infrastructure to 
support the mobile lifestyle.  

58     Årstavikens Segelsällskap, Avgifter, http://xn--ss-xia.nu (accessed 2018-02-15)
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The calculations are based on individual households. In 
the process of entering the housing market I use myself as 
an example and in the acquisiton of my boat.



58

5.3 Shared ownership & equity models 

The question is whether the existing housing system can be made 
affordable both in the short and long run. Therefore, a system of a 
sustainable homeownership which supports wealth-building 
opportunities and affordability to a wider group is at focus. The interest 
has been directed towards shared equity and ownership models that di-
verge from the traditional real estate ideology. According to an evaluation 
of homeownership programs conducted by the Urban Institute in the US, 
shared equity models can effectively promote long-term affordable home-
ownership opportunities, in strong and weak housing markets. 59 

The investigation of such models led me to approaches of co-housing 
such as Baugruppen (in English builder group) and Community Land 
Trust (CLT). These models share co-operative structures that enable 
governance and stewardship of important assets to their communities, 
such as self-built homes while maintaining affordability. However, the 

distinction of governance differs. In the co-housing model it is a 
limited group of people that finances their common needs through 
a collective pooling of their finances. The CLT on the other hand 
is community-led and directed to a wider community, focusing on 
both the existing community and future generations.60 The CLT’s 
are characterized by two principles. First, permanent affordability 
is achieved through control of land, such as resale formulas that 
limit the appreciation a homeowner may claim on the individ-
ual investment. Secondly, long-term stewardship focuses on the 
preservation of an affordable resource, by a non-profit and for the 
community. This combined makes the CLT a more valid model to 
further pursue. 61 

59    U.S Department of Policy Development and Research, Shared Equity Models Offer Sustainable 
Homeownership, 2012, https://www.huduser.gov/portal/periodicals/em/fall12/highlight3.html#ti-
tle (accessed 2018-04-17)
60    Ibid. 

61    Temkin, Kenneth, Brett Theodos, and Price, David, Balancing affordability and opportunity: 
An evaluation of affordable homeownership programs with long-term affordability controls. Wash-
ington DC: The Urban Institute, 2010
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5.4 Reference Projects

Church Grove Project (RUSS)

The Rural Urban Synthesis Society (RUSS) works through a CLT and has 
together with the local council created a community driven housing 
project containing 33 affordable homes at Church Grove in Lewisham, 
London. 

The neighbourhood aims at reducing the communities’ costs in order to 
achieve affordability through self-built housing and the establishment of 
a social economy. For instance the community also manages important 
assets such as food production. 

There are nine different equity models within the project where you either 
share equity or ownership. E.g, in the shared equity, RUSS owns 20% with 
a shared ownership where tenants buy a minimum of 25% and rent the 
rest of the property, until residents can afford to buy more. 62 Furthermore, 
applicants have opportunities to contribute in other ways; for example, 
administrative work. This makes each member seen as an asset. The same 
system can be used for the project, as different memberships enable the 
contribution of time and participation to benefit the community. 

Wikihousing 

The Wikihouse is a UK-based non-profit foundation that has 
developed an open-source construction set which allows anyone to 
design, share, produce and assemble their own house. Facing the 
housing crisis in the UK, the organization has focused on a concept of 
housing without debt. They demonstrate that the same house on the 
same site can cost as much as one third less when self-built by citizens 
themselves thus empowering them.63

This is done through digital CNC technology and a shared platform. 
The components are locally manufactured, made out of plywood, cut 
by CNC machines and then fit together. This system may empower 
the boat community with tools as they can build their needs easily and 
be assembled in days or weeks, depending on their performance and 
precision. This makes it an affordable building alternative that I will 
use for the project.

62    RUSS, Church Grove- Offer, details of types and costs for RUSS homes at Church Grove, RUSS, 
2017-02-16, http://www.theruss.org (accessed 2018-04-16) 
63    Alastair Parvin , Architecture for the people by the people, TED-Talk-Ideas worth Spreading, 
2013, https://www.ted.com/talks/alastair_parvin_architecture_for_the_people_by_the_people 
(accessed 2018-04-16)
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6.1  Overview

Through my proposal I wish to enable both long-term financial security 
and residency by using the same policy framework and equity model of the 
CLT. In this way, the proposal engages with the boating community, future 
dwellers and city, allowing a mobile lifestyle for a long-term scenario. In 
my proposal a modern movement of Hembyggsrörelse is made possible as 
citizens can become developers themselves through a set of tools, using 
CNC technology. 

PROPOSAL - FLOATHUB!
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6.2 FLOAT TRUST!

In the project I suggest an equity model that is slightly different but 
works both with the principles of the CLT and co- housing models, 
which I call Float Trust. The Float Trust focuses on sharing of 
infrastructures users would not be able to afford. Using the capital that 
could be re-invested (when comparing housing systems), residents are 
able to invest in affordability together. 
 
The governance has a co-operative structure. As the needed 
infrastructure is directed to the boating community rather than the 
overall public, investments are made through pooling of resources and 
membership shares. The model also shares the same policies of the 
CLT in how to work with the wider community, as it engages with the 
city. The infrastructure becomes available for future users but benefits 
the boating community. For each invested infrastructure, it enables 
affordability, allowing a resilient, self-sufficient and affordable 
community. I see that residents become empowered through the equal 
access of resources the Float Trust offers. This will also facilitate long-
term mobile residency on water. 

As the project takes place on water, the stewardship of land of the CLT 
is instead replaced on the investment of floating infrastructures. This 
allows long-term affordability on behalf of the mobile community. 

Continuously, the Float Trust receives responsibility of different sites by 
the municipality, with the conditions on making a non-environmental 
damage. 

It has also the mission to ensure that the development is managed in 
the best way, but all members are jointly responsible. To achieve 
membership, you purchase an equity share. Together with the pooled 
membership shares and funds, it opens up the possibility for investors 
and sponsors to invest. The money is put in a kick-box that can 
collectively grow over time with an interest rate.  Those who wish to use 
the necessary services, actively support the development, as the 
membership pays for the operating fees. 

Using this model enables equity capital and to achieve long-term 
financial security for its members. Every member is seen as an asset 
where the contribution of time becomes valuable. The existence of r
esources within the community and activities enables an economy 
where any surplus generated is recycled to the community. Vital 
activities are: production, recycling and vending. When leaving the 
Float Trust, members receive their deposit back and an individual 
surplus of what has been growing collectively over the years. 

CHAPTER 06/ PROPOSAL
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PLATFORMS 
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INVITE

INTERESTED 
MOBILE COMMUNITY

MEMBERSHIP 
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Stakeholders that want to 
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6.3 Urban Implentation Strategy 

In order to make shape the Float Trust, an urban strategy is first 
implemented. The strategy includes a citizen- led approach that 
consists of three parts; shaping a network between existing boat 
communities, the establishment of a network of reliance 
(in order to allow long-term residency) and to promote a new 
housing system that allows long-term financial security. 
The framework is divided in different steps. 

As there is a lack of resource and organization within existing boat 
communities, the first step is to create a network to involve both users 
and stakeholders. This is done by using the  Float Trust main 
infrastructural unit Floating Factory that applies workshops in existing 
boating communities, using CNC technology. The self-building gives 
future residents a sense of ownership and influence. Also, residents will 
be involved in design and construction from the outset, with guidance 
from architects. This phase allows future residents to meet their 
neighbours, and ultimately undertake collective management and 
maintenance. 

JOIN THE FLOAT TRUST

 THE WORKSHOP 
The workshops work as catalysts on existing boat communities, 

building needs that facilitate mobile residency using CNC 
technology. The sharing of knowledge and ideas start building 
an interest to the FLOATHUB and starts including stakeholders.  
Residents  will be involved in the design and construction from 
the outset with guidance from architects. Participation in the 
development of infrastructures lays the foundations for future 

use and management.

SHARED VISION
After the growing interest and established network of 

existing boating communities it becomes easier to work 
towards a shared vision. This will facilitate a negotia-
tion and agreement with the municipality in the use of 

location. Referring to the initiative as a pilot project, 
called FLOAT HUB it will allow long-term residency while 

preserving the values of freedom. 

WORK WITH EXISTING BOATING 
COMMUNITIES

The workshop acts as a platform that connects 
both existing boat communities, boat associa-

tions and future boat dwellers.

 FLOAT TRUST
Establishing these steps, citizens can use their own assets and 

through a collective action become developers themselves 
through the Float Trust. The FLOAT TRUST receives responsabil-

ity of the existing location, with the conditions on making a 
non-environmental damage. Now the development can start. 
People can  become members and invest in the development.  
Supporting the FLOAT TRUST you can o�er your time, resourc-

es, and become an integral member of the team. 

BUILD!
 A collaboration with local actors, policy makers, 

academics and industry professionals togehter with the 
art hall and contemporary lab Färgfabriken allows a 

vision on water to take shape.

Arrangement of agreements 
and location

with municipality
An agreement

The shaping the 
FLOAT-TRUST coop

Investing in the mobile 
lifestyle and its services

Stakeholders that are 
part of innovation

Boat associations

ARTISTS
RESEARCHERS

BOATERS

FUTURE BOATERS

ARCHITECTS

PROTOTYPING DESIGN

START 1. 2. 3. 4.

IMPLEMENTTION

5.

INITIATION NETWORK! PLAN DEVELOPMENT

THE WORKSHOP- PRE-PROTOTYPE WORK WITH EXISTING COMMUNITIES SHARED VISION MEMBERSHIP SITE IMPLENTATION

FLOATING FACTORY
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The workshop becomes a platform that connects both existing boat 
communities, boat associations and future boat dwellers. The shaping of 
a network and growth of interest allows the second step which 
includes to enable a shared vision. This will facilitate a negotiation and 
agreement with the municipality in the use of location. Referring to the 
initiative as a pilot project, called Float Hub it will allow long-term 
residency while preserving the values of freedom. Establishing these 
steps, citizens can use their own assets and through a collective action 
become developers themselves through the Float Trust.

Now citizens can become members and invest in the development. 
This allows a collaboration with local actors, policy makers, academics 
and industry professionals to work with.  In this case the collaboration 
starts with the art hall and contemporary lab Färgfabriken. Supporting 
the Float Trust you can offer your time, resources, and become an 
integral member of the team.  The Float Trust receives responsability 
of an existing location, with the conditions on making a 
non-environmental damage. Now the development can start. In my 
proposal the site for implementation is located at the Pirate Harbour. 

JOIN THE FLOAT TRUST

 THE WORKSHOP 
The workshops work as catalysts on existing boat communities, 

building needs that facilitate mobile residency using CNC 
technology. The sharing of knowledge and ideas start building 
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the outset with guidance from architects. Participation in the 
development of infrastructures lays the foundations for future 

use and management.

SHARED VISION
After the growing interest and established network of 

existing boating communities it becomes easier to work 
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location. Referring to the initiative as a pilot project, 
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through the Float Trust. The FLOAT TRUST receives responsabil-
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People can  become members and invest in the development.  
Supporting the FLOAT TRUST you can o�er your time, resourc-

es, and become an integral member of the team. 

BUILD!
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art hall and contemporary lab Färgfabriken allows a 
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Arrangement of agreements 
and location

with municipality
An agreement

The shaping the 
FLOAT-TRUST coop

Investing in the mobile 
lifestyle and its services

Stakeholders that are 
part of innovation

Boat associations

ARTISTS
RESEARCHERS

BOATERS

FUTURE BOATERS

ARCHITECTS

PROTOTYPING DESIGN

START 1. 2. 3. 4.

IMPLEMENTTION

5.

INITIATION NETWORK! PLAN DEVELOPMENT

THE WORKSHOP- PRE-PROTOTYPE WORK WITH EXISTING COMMUNITIES SHARED VISION MEMBERSHIP SITE IMPLENTATION

FLOATING FACTORY

CHAPTER 06/ PROPOSAL
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7.

6.

9.

4.

8.

Frihamnen

Stockholm C

1 km

1 km

1 km

1 km

1 km

1 km

1 km

1 km

SITE IMPLEMENTATION

FÄRGFABRIKEN

Årstaviken

Bällstaviken

Riddar�ärden

Saltsjön

If the houseboat is to be permanently moored at a pier, 
building permits are required and in many cases also 
exemptions from the coastal protection regulations. These 
regulations can be overseen if the location is made public and 
contributes to the surrounding. 
(Boverket,  Plan- och bygglag (2010:900) 4 kap 17 §)

STOCKHOLMS HAMNAR DETAIL PLAN
Property where mooring of boats is included 

in the municipalities detail plan allows the the 
inscription of residency to be used as 

long-term residency. 
(Pampas Marina, Nacka Strand)

FLOATING FACTORY

1. WORKSHOP!2. NETWORK & CO-OPERATION

CHAPTER 06/ PROPOSAL

URBAN IMPLEMENTATION 
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7.1  Overview

The design phase of the project demonstrates the possibilities of a 
flexible programming that is responsive to future conditions. The main 
idea is to maintain the flexibility and mobility through a catalogue 
of typologies that benefits the community. The aim is to showcase a 
scenario and materialising the outcomes of the flexible programming, 
rather than one definitive design proposal. 

DESIGN PROCESS

07
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MUNICIPALITY PLAN

decided to demolish the 
pier and share the 
demolition costs  with 
surrounding owners. 

PIRATE HARBOUR

for boaters and known as a location 
for illegal mooring.

CURRENT SITUATION

2018- 2017

Ja
nu

ar
y

EXISTING OIL PIER

7.2  LOCAL IMPLEMENTATION STRATEGY

The implementation strategy begins on the Pirate Harbour. It is already 
a well-known location where the illegal occupation has been intensi-
fied by social stigmas and the negative impacts of locals. This makes it a 
strategic site of implementation as it can improve the existing conditions 
and enable a new relationship between land and water.  With the use of 
the Floating Factory, each step of the implementation on site is achieved 
through the Float Trust. 

START
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NEW PIER -ENERGY SUPPLIER
A new pier is built using the existing pier as the 
main structure. The pier is the main relation to 
land. It is also an energy supplier where future 
units may plug-in. A concrete covered 
pontoon filled with EPS provides a frost-
protected place for pipes used for services on 
the inside. The injected tubes work as collec-
tors of energy from the surrounding water. 
Through a heat pump it generates overflow 
heat and cold that can be used for all floating 
typologies.

INFORMATION TOWER
An Information Tower 
and Observation Tower is 
constructed and added, 
spreading information to 
passbyers of the upcoming 
activites and events. 

FLOAT TRUST !

Ju
ne

2019
1.

1. A NEW PIER
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FLOAT CLUB
Float Club

common facilities and management of 
services with its members who manages 
the site. Social communal living spaces 

gives a sense of belonging and
 community. During the time, 

the Recycle Boat is built up.

2. 3.

2. FLOAT-CLUB

COMPOST TOWER
Members construct a digester 
for compost. It takes up to one 
year before members can start 

growing food. 

RECYCLE BOAT

Floating Factory takes advantage of 
the recycled material that can be 

used for further construction.

3. RECYCLE BOAT

FOOD!

be used to reduce members 
costs; foodmarkets or 

personal use. 

AGRI-HUB
Aquaponic greenhouses 

enable production of food. 

feed one family. An exchange 
is done with the Recycle Boat as 
members use the compost in 
order to grow their own food. 

RESTAURANT
A mobile restaurant allows a 

social and economical 
exchange between those living 

on land and on water. 
abundance of the greenhouse 
is then collected and used in 
the restaurant, generating an 

income to the Float Trust.

GSEducationalVersion

1 YEAR1 YEAR 1 YEAR
5.4.

5. RESTAURANT4. AGRI-HUB
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GSEducationalVersion

1 YEAR1 YEAR 1 YEAR
5.4.

5. RESTAURANT4. AGRI-HUB
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Now the FLOATHUB is completed 
and has its big opening inviting 
the public. Full ownership has 

been transferred to the Float Trust 
and is ready to be replicated on 

other locations.

 FINISHED!

2050
FLOAT HUB ! REPLICATION6.

6. EVENT
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RESTAURANT- EAT LOCALLY PRODUCED FOOD

FLOATCLUB- RECEPTIONDESK- ACQUIRE MEMBERSHIP & INFORMATION

PIER - ENERGY SUPPLIER

PIER - SEABED 

FLOATHOUSE-  RESIDENCY ON WATER

EVENT- ENJOY SHOWS AND LEARN ABOUT A LIFE ON WATER

RECYCLEBOAT - WASTE BEING RECYCLED AND RE-USED

INFOTOWER- UPCOMING EVENTS AND ACTIVITIES

FLOATING FACTORY- CONSTRUCTION WORKSHOP

FLOATHUB!
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From this phase, the entire complex is a process of becoming 
resilient and self-sufficient in order to achieve affordability. 
The users demonstrate that they are in no need of municipal 
systems, nor developers as they can deal with the issues on 
their own. 
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FLOAT TRUST

ORGANIZATION

PUBLIC
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7.3 The Functional Program 

The aim of the program is to provide the necessary parts 
in order to make the boat community self-sufficient. 
Each typology generates values to the community and 
acts as a generator that enables affordability and possibil-
ities. 

All typologies are technically mobile, but it is only the 
Floating Factory, Recycle Hub and Restaurant-Boat 
that are mobile by own force, as they create a network of 
reliance between communities.

WORKSHOP

OBSERVATION 
TOWER

FLOAT-HOUSE

FLOATING 
FACTORY

FLOAT-CLUB
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FLOAT-HOUSE

RECYCLE BOAT

SAUNA

EVENT

SHOP

RESTAURANT BOAT

PIER
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1.

2.

3.4.
4.4.

4.5.
5.

FLOAT CLUB

1.  Common kitchen    2. Gathering room    3. Laundry    4. WC & Shower    5. Storage

1.

2.

3.

4.

4.

4.

5.

RESTAURANT BOAT

1. Kitchen     2.  Bar    3. Dining room   4. Storage    5. Waste room
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1.

2.

2.

2.

2.

3.

FLOATING FACTORY

1. Production space & CNC printer     2. Material Storage     3. Storage

2.

2.
3. 4.

6. 5.
1.

FLOAT HOUSE

1. Bedroom     2. WC & Shower    3. Living room   4. Kitchen   
5. Driver’s seat     6. Storage

GROUND LEVEL 1:150
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7.4 BUILDING PROCESS

The main idea is to allow users to use a flexible system in order to modify and 
costume future needs using CNC technology. The structure of spaces is easily 
constructed through the Floating Factory, allowing residents a future on water. 

The first step is the construction of floating platforms that works as foundations, 
which are built up of pontoons. Using the minimal measurement of 4<12 meters 
allows the platforms to be seen as hulls and can be registered as ships. This has 
the advantage to be considered property as you can pledge or apply for a loan ac-
cording to the Swedish Sjölagen.64 However, registrations are costly and obligatory 
if they exceed <15 m. Therefore, working with several platform sizes members 
can expand or add needed infrastructure according to needs of the community 
and activities. Since all platforms are mobile they become flexible and can be put 
together in order to shape public and additional spaces if needed. 

STEP 1

S M

X
L

XL

Pontoon tubes and a 
structural frame

The �rst step is the construction of 
�oating platforms that works as 

foundations, which are built up on 
pontoons. Using the minimal 

measurement of 4<12 meters allows 
the platforms to be seen as hulls and 

can be registeres as ships. This has the 
advantage to be considered property 
as you can pledge or apply for a loan 
according to the Swedish Sjölagen. 

Working with di�erent platform  sizes 
members can expand or move their 

construction to other platforms.  

Underboard is added. Manufacture the needed 
parts locally on a CNC 

machine.

Assembly of pieces in 
order to build the 
structural frame.

Structural frame. Structural frames are set 
up on athe platform and 

connected. 
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64   SFS 1891:35  Sjölag  

Pontoon tubes and a metal 
structural frame.

Underboard is added. Manufacture the needed parts 
locally on a CNC machine.

Assembly of pieces in order to 
build the structural frame.

Structural frame. Structural frame are set up on the 
platform and connected. 
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CNC SYSTEM
Each typology is uses the Wikihouse building 
system WREN. This construction is used as it is 
flexible and modular can easily be self-assembled.
The components are locally manufactured, made 
out of plywood and cut by CNC machines.

RECYCLE BOAT
The RecycleBoat collects material that can be 
re-used for further construction. For instance, 
newspapers are recycled to insulation. Plastic 
is also recycled and used as polycarboante 
sheets for other constructions. 

25 mm Ventilated cavity battens

30 mm varnished Plywood

Inboard Boat Motor

Building paper

200 mm Foam 

95 mm  Insulation

25mm x 2 Polycarbonate sheet

18 mm Internal sheathing

18 mm  Underboard

Building Paper

Structural steel frame

Flat raft pontoon

C-shaped metal sheet

End wall

18 mm plywood internal sheathing

160 mm structural frame
1200  x 250 mm Connectors

Internal wall

Aluminium sheet

25 mm battens

Vapour barrier

18 mm External plywood sheet

50 mm insulation 

300 mm insulationRetractable roof - to be open for emptying containers
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My study has identified that due to the limitations of the housing market and the 
growing generation gap, the mobile dwelling has started to play a more significant 

role in our urban society. Consequently, the mobile dwelling has evolved. The study 
has also identified the role of the mobile dwelling in the 21th century, demonstrating 
freedom in a landscape of possibilities, free from compulsions of society. However, 

unable to solve the financial inequalities of the housing market, the mobile dwelling 
does not go beyond a temporary solution in todays society. 

Through my proposal I argue that the solution lies in bringing back creativity and 
playfulness through a different housing system, that is not about capital accumula-
tion but rather about shared equity. The strategy of my project aims to deal with the 

identified challenges of long-term residency and financial inequalities for mobile 
dwellers. The strategy uses nomadic means as a way to keep the positive qualities of 

freedom through mobility, important factors being; community formation, 
self-governance, sharing of assets, knowledge and in achieving affordability. In my 

project it is produced by the boating community in a programmatic and 
architectural idea that connects with the city. In this way, a network of reliance and 

exchanges strengthens the mobile community through the proposed typologies. 
Therefore, the enabling of a framework of mobile infrastructure may allow the 

mobile dwelling to become more than a temporary solution. 

In the end, I hope that the study may contribute to the understanding and 
exploration in how to allow the mobile lifestyle to take a bigger position in society, 

whether it is about being mobile on water or land. For future studies, the exploration 
and application of combined CLT models can be made to the context as it has not yet 

been explored in Sweden.

CONCLUSION
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Process sketches
Float Hub!
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