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Preface

One of the research fields at CERUM is focussing structural issues in spar-
sely populated regions. The studies are covering a wide range of aspects.
One category is oriented towards description and analysis of the objective
reality in this type of areas in terms of demographic structure and change,
accessibility aspects, economic activities, relationships and competitiveness,
income, education, social standard and segregation. Another category of
studies is highlighting the subjective reality among the people in terms of
attitudes, lifestyles and entrepreneurial ambitions.

This working paper by Örjan Pettersson belongs to the first category of
studies and is based on a paper presented at the PIMA98 conference in
Aberdeen, Scotland (26-29 June 1998). The participation at the conference
was supported by a grant from The Gösta Skoglund International Founda-
tion. The paper has been published in proceedings from the conference
(Gourlay, D. ed., 1999, Marginal Rural Areas in the New Millenium). An
earlier version in Swedish, “Glesbygd i regionala kraftfält”, has been publis-
hed in Westlund, H. ed., 1998, Regional utveckling i lokala och globala kraft-
fält. SIR-rapport 106. 

Umeå in august 1999

Ulf Wiberg
Chairman
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Abstract

During the 1990s most municipalities and rural areas in northern Sweden
have experienced renewed depopulation. At the same time, many regional
centres (mainly university towns), but also some rural areas, have shown sig-
nificant population growth. This paper focuses on the latter rural areas and
describes their geographical location and the socio-demographic characteris-
tics of their populations. Three types of rural areas with population growth
have been identified. Firstly, there are the rural areas within daily commu-
ning distance from a few regional centres. Secondly, there is a group of rural
areas that has benefited from the tourist industry. Most of these tourist res-
orts are mountain villages close to the border with Norway. Finally, there are
also a few rural areas characterised by attractive residential environments
and leisure housing. 
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1 Introduction

In Sweden, the last decade has seen a shift in the population distribution,
away from the rural areas to the urban areas and away from the “forest
counties” in northern Sweden to the city regions in southern Sweden.
However, this urbanisation process has primarily taken place within the
regions, i.e. from surrounding rural areas to nearby localities and towns
(Andersson 1987). One of the consequences of this urbanisation is that
many rural areas and rural municipalities have lost a substantial part of their
population. The speed of the urbanisation process has not been the same
during the whole period and there have also been reversed trends, for
instance the counterurbanisation trend during the 1970s (Borgegård and
Håkansson 1997). Furthermore, different parts of Sweden have been influ-
enced in various ways and exhibit time lags (The Population 1991). During
the 1980s and the first half of the 1990s it was mainly the big city regions
(Stockholm, Göteborg and Malmö) and the university towns that had sub-
stantial population growth, while many industrial towns and rural munici-
palities experienced decreases (Johansson and Pettersson 1997).

During the late 1980s there were signs of a renewed interest in living in
the countryside. Based on data from Statistics Sweden it was possible to
conclude that the 1980s was the first decade in a very long time that had an
absolute increase in the numbers of inhabitants living in rural areas (Carl-
quist 1992). This trend shift led to speculations about the occurrence of a
“new green wave” similar to the “green wave” of the 1970s and similar to
the counterurbanisation trend observed in many developed countries all
around the world (Champion 1989 and 1994). It was in the big city regions
that these tendencies were most obvious, but there was also growth in rural
population in some sparsely populated counties such as Dalarna. This
increase in the population living outside urban areas could partly be assig-
ned to a process whereby leisure housing has been turned into permanently
occupied housing. The last delimitation of rural areas seems to indicate that
there has been a return to rural depopulation for the period 1990-19951.
Nevertheless, there was population growth in many small villages, especially
those located in the big city regions.

The renewed interest for living in the countryside during the 1980s has
been explained by changes related to economic development and various
structural phenomena, for instance the incentives to move to the big city
regions diminish during recessions (Johansson and Persson 1991). Techno-

1. The last delimitation of urban and rural areas was performed in 1995 (Statistics Sweden 
1997). In Sweden urban areas are defined as localities with at least 200 inhabitants. 
These localities can then be classified according to number of inhabitants. By definition 
all areas outside these localities are rural areas. Since 1990 these rural areas can be 
further subdivided statistically into rural agglomerations (with 50-199 inhabitants) and 
other rural areas (i.e. very sparsely populated areas and scattered settlements).
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logical advances and commuting make a more dispersed settlement pattern
possible (The Population 1991). Other researchers maintain that the chan-
ges are due to a shift in the general sense of values and residential preferen-
ces (Forsberg and Carlbrand 1993; Eriksson 1989). Furthermore, in a post-
industrial society it becomes more important with a pleasant housing envi-
ronment than closeness to place of work (Bengtsson and Johansson 1992).
Other aspects are that different generations have different sets of values
(Johansson and Persson 1991) and that certain age groups more often
choose to live in the countryside (Amcoff 1997).

The tendencies towards an increased rural population during the 1980s
also led to a number of investigations concerning the motives of households
for moving to the countryside (Borggård, Rhodes and Siksiö 1987; Borge-
gård et al 1993; Forsberg and Carlbrand 1993; Kåks and Westholm 1994).
In this short overview only a few of all the possible reasons are emphasised.
In the interviews many households gave priority to what could be called
countryside features in their residential environment. Besides the actual
house and the immediate surroundings, other environmental factors, such
as access to nature and the open scenic landscape, are often mentioned as
important. It is, though, often unclear what so-called environmental moti-
ves really are and how important such reasons are for in-migrants to rural
areas (Amcoff 1997). Many in-migrants to rural areas are so-called returnees
who have kinship with local people or are in fact moving back to the homes-
tead. The move to the countryside could also be a part of a self-realisation or
choice of life-style. High housing costs in newly built areas and overheated
city-regions could also be a driving force behind in-migration to rural areas.
By purchasing a house in a rural area households with low incomes, often
families with small children can fulfil their wish for a house of their own.
Families with children moving to rural areas often state that the countryside
offers a more suitable environment for children to grow up in. Some inter-
viewed households maintained that it is strategic to settle down in rural
areas between two or more towns. In this way they have access to more than
one local labour market within commuting distance. There is also a quite
large group of households, mainly pensioners, who are not dependent on
nearness to the large labour markets. They are thus free from an important
restriction concerning their choice of where to live. New technology, infor-
mation technology and more flexible working conditions, for instance wor-
king from a distance and flexible working hours, make it possible for more
workers to settle in rural areas.

One of the aims with this paper is to show that the welfare and popula-
tion changes in rural areas in northern Sweden are, to a large extent, still
dependent on the development in the region and the distance to towns.
This means that the shorter the distance to large towns and the more posi-
tive the development of the region the better are the preconditions for
growth in the surrounding rural areas. But this also implies, at least for the
near future, that large parts of northern Sweden’s more peripheral rural areas
will continue to exhibit population decrease.

The purpose of this paper is to describe the rural areas in northern Swe-
den that have had population growth during the past decade and also emp-
hasise some of the characteristics of these rural areas. 
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2 Population redistribution in northern 
Sweden

The study area is a very sparsely populated region in northern Sweden
(Figure 1). The region extends from the Gulf of Bothnia to the mountai-
nous border with Norway. In the north-eastern part, the region borders on
Finland. Northern Sweden consists of six counties and 69 municipalities
covering approximately 270,000 square kilometres. Northern Sweden has
1.5 million inhabitants; thus the average density is 5.5 inhabitants per squ-
are kilometre. This means that only 17 per cent of the Swedish population
live on two thirds of the total land area. The population is unequally distri-
buted over the region, however, and most people are in fact concentrated in
towns and the coastal areas. Within the interior parts of the region most
inhabitants live in the river valleys and administrative centres at different
levels. Many of the municipalities, especially those in the interior parts of
the region, have had a negative population trend during the last decades. 

FIGURE 1 Counties, municipalities and centres of municipalities in northern Sweden.

The county of
Norrbotten

The county of
Västerbotten

The county
of Jämtland

The county of
Västernorrland

The
county
of
Dalarna The county of

Gävleborg

Town population
Number of inhab. 1995

  70000
  35000

7000

Population density
Inhabitants per sq km

0.1 to 2  (34)
2  to 10   (22)

10  to 66   (13)
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During the period between 1950 and 1974 several reforms were carried
out in order to reduce the number of municipalities in Sweden from
approximately 2,300 to fewer than 300. One of the main purposes was to
construct municipalities with populations large enough to secure the provi-
sion of services, mainly in the public sector. Christaller’s central-place theory
(1966) provided the theoretical basis for a hierarchical central-place system.
The centre of the municipality was supposed to provide the local people
with everyday services, while the large towns, the so-called regional centres,
were supposed to provide high-level services to the inhabitants in larger
regions (Öhman 1994). However, many genuine rural areas continued to
lose inhabitants while the centres of the municipalities, primarily the large
towns, experienced population growth.

TABLE 1 Population changes by municipalities 1975-1995. Northern Sweden.

Source: Statistics Sweden.

Since 1975 almost one third of the municipalities in northern Sweden
have lost more than ten per cent of their population. At the same time,
many of the large towns with nearby municipalities have had strong popula-
tion growth. Table 1 shows that during the first half of the 1990s there were
more municipalities with population losses and fewer with a growth rate
above the national average. The maps in figure 2 show that population
growth is increasingly concentrated to a few regional centres. At least at the
municipality level it seems as if the first half of the 1990s has implied a shift
back to a more traditional urbanisation pattern.

FIGURE 2 Population changes by municipalities 1975-1995. Northern Sweden.
1975-1985 1985-1990 1990-1995

Note: Municipalities with population growth above the national average during
the period are shaded with black. The municipalities with population increase
below the national average are shaded with grey, while those exhibiting popula
tion decrease are white.
Source: Statistics Sweden. 

Number of municipalities with: 1975-
1985

1985-
1990

1990-
1995

1975-
1995

Population decrease 40 38 47 39
Increase less than country average 8 16 16 17
Increase more than country average 21 15 6 13
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In Sweden, however, county and municipality averages often conceal a
great deal of the geographical variations in population change and socio-
economic development within the regions. For this reason, in several
research projects we have employed data with a higher degree of spatial reso-
lution than municipalities, mostly electoral wards or even smaller geo-
graphical entities. This has also made it possible to group the wards
according to various features, for instance by distance to localities of diffe-
rent sizes. The data utilised in this paper is mainly derived from three
research projects (Pettersson, Persson and Wiberg 1996; Pettersson 1997;
Johansson and Pettersson 1997; Pettersson and Westholm 1998). It should
though be mentioned that we have only had access to data concerning the
number of inhabitants in the wards (together with certain demographic and
socio-economic characteristics) at different times. For this reason we are not
able to analyse whether a population increase is due to natural increase or to
net in-migration.

Figure 3 shows that the population growth rate decreases with distance
from the centres of the municipalities. Nevertheless, rural areas can have
substantial growth, both in Sweden as a whole and in northern Sweden. In
northern Sweden, however, the “growth zones” do not extend as far out into
the periphery as in other parts of Sweden. A comparison between the six
counties in northern Sweden also shows that there are obvious differences
within the region. In a later section of this paper we shall take a closer look
at two counties, Dalarna and Västerbotten.

FIGURE 3 Average population change in wards grouped into distance zones from their local muni-
cipality 
centres 1990-1995.

Note: All distances are calculated as the crow flies (between the geographical cen-
troid of the electoral ward and the centroid of the centre of the municipality). In
this way, the distance measure is only a rough approximation of actual road dis-
tance.

During the period 1990-1995 relatively many municipalities in northern
Sweden have had population growth in rural areas near towns (i.e. within a
distance of 5-15 kilometres from the centre of their own municipality). On
the other hand, few rural areas farther away from the centres show an
increased population. Not only do rural areas at different distances show
different population trends but their populations also differ in various

-5

-4

-3

-2

-1

0

1

2

3

4

5

<
 5

5-
10

10
-1

5

15
-2

0

20
-2

5

25
-3

0

30
-4

0

>
 4

0

Distance to centre of municipality (km)

P
o

p
u

la
ti

o
n

 c
h

an
g

e 
19

90
-9

5,
 %

Sweden
Northern Sweden



Population Changes in Rural Areas in Northern Sweden 1985-1995

12

aspects. The rural areas within the 15 kilometre-zone from the centre of the
municipality are characterised by relatively many families with children and
households where both partners work outside the home. It is mainly in the
peripheries of the municipalities that it is possible to trace obvious signs of a
far-reaching depopulation and a relatively high proportion of elderly people.

In general, the rural areas with a rapid population increase have relatively
many young inhabitants, families with children and households where both
partners work outside the home (Table 2). Contrary to the depopulating
rural areas with an ageing population, the average age is decreasing in the
rural areas with substantial population growth. The high proportion of
inhabitants below 45 years of age shows that these areas are attractive for
families with children. 

TABLE 2 Population statistics for rural areas in northern Sweden. 

Note: Only areas with more than five kilometres to the centre of their own
municipality are included in the table. Source: Statistics Sweden. 

Rural areas by population change 1990-95 Rural areas
in northern

Sweden

Northern
SwedenDecrease Increase

Population change 1990-95 <-5% -5% - -
2%

2% - 0% 0% - 2% 2% - 5% >5%

Average population change
1990-95, % -8.7 -3.5 -0.9 0.9 3.5 15.2 0.6 1.4
Number of electoral wards 207 158 102 115 104 130 819 1262
Number of inhabitants 1995 151 155 103 126 117 157 808 1483
Share of total number of
inhabitants 1995, % 19 19 13 16 14 19 100 100
Share of dwellings in
small houses 1990, % 71 78 77 77 78 76 76 56
Share of inhabitants 1995, %:
0-19 years of age 24 26 26 27 27 29 26 24
20-44 years of age 28 29 29 30 31 34 30 32
45-64 years of age 26 26 25 26 25 23 25 25
65-74 years of age 12 10 10 9 9 8 10 10
75 years of age and older 10 10 9 8 8 6 9 9
Women 48.7 49 49 49 48.8 49.1 48.9 50.1
Average age of population:
1985 40.5 39.8 39.5 39 39.2 37.3 39.3 39.3
1990 40.5 39.8 39.4 38.7 38.9 37 39.1 39.4
1995 41.9 40.6 40 39.2 39.2 36.6 39.6 39.8
Share of families 1994, %:
Single men 33 32 32 32 31 31 32 32
Single women 29 29 29 29 29 29 29 33
Married/Co-assessed,
both econ. active 19 21 21 22 22 25 22 19
Married/Co-assessed,
one econ. active 8 8 8 8 8 7 8 7
Married/Co-assessed,
no one econ. active 11 10 10 9 9 8 10 9
Families with children 20 22 23 24 24 27 23 21
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3 The county of Västerbotten 
- the expanding Umeå-region

The municipality of Umeå has experienced a dramatic population growth
during the last decades. In 1950 Umeå had 46,000 inhabitants and in 1997
the total number of inhabitants had risen to 103,000 (i.e. an average annual
growth rate of approximately 1.7 per cent). At the same time other munici-
palities in the county have had a stagnating population or a decrease in the
number of inhabitants. Umeå’s proportion of the total county population
increased from 20 per cent in 1950 to 40 per cent in 1997. Within the
county there has been a concentration of people to the large localities, most
of all to the centres of the municipalities and especially to the towns of
Umeå, Skellefteå and Lycksele. However, figure 4 shows that rural areas sur-
rounding the towns have also had a positive population trend during the
last decade. 

FIGURE 4 Population changes in electoral wards 1985-1995. The county of Västerbotten.

During the 1990s most of the centres of the municipalities in the interior
parts of the county had decreasing populations. At the same time most loca-
lities in the coastal region showed population growth. Within commuting
distance from the towns we also find many rural agglomerations with

Skellefteå

Umeå

100 km

Lycksele

N

Centre of municipality

Population change
1985-95, %

-100 to 0   (114)
0 to 10   (47)

10 to 100   (59)
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growth and figure 5 shows the population changes within the Umeå region
in more detail. The spatial pattern indicates the importance of the major
roads. Unexpectedly, relatively many rural agglomerations within the muni-
cipalities close to the border with Norway have maintained or even
increased their number of inhabitants. 

FIGURE 5 Population changes in electoral wards 1985-1995 and localities 1990-1995.

Note: Black shaded areas in the map to the left show electoral wards with a
population growth exceeding ten per cent during the period 1985-1995. Grey
shaded areas show increases of less than ten percent and white indicates depopu-
lation. The symbols in the map to the right show the population changes in loca-
lities and rural agglomerations (i.e. agglomerations with at least 50
inhabitants).
Source: Statistics Sweden.

A research project concerning welfare in the county of Västerbotten sho-
wed that there are substantial differences in living conditions between vari-
ous parts of the county (Pettersson, Persson and Wiberg 1997). A cluster
analysis was performed in order to reduce the nearly 500 residential areas
(i.e. electoral wards and planning districts) into a manageable number of
housing environments with similarities according to demography and socio-
economic conditions (Pettersson 1997). Four of the seven cluster groupings
are often found in rural areas (Figure 6). The rural areas with population
growth surrounding the towns often belong to one of the two clusters
named “attractive suburban areas” and “urbanised rural areas”. Other
districts in rural areas are assigned to “deprived rural areas” or “smaller ser-
vice centres”. The last-mentioned clusters often coincide with the rural areas
and localities that have had a negative population trend in recent years. 

N

Robertsfors

Umeå

Vindeln

Bjurholm Vännäs

Nordmaling

Decreasing number
of inhabitants 1990-95

Increasing or unchanged
number of inhab. 1990-95

N

ca 50 km

Robertsfors

Umeå

Vindeln

Vännäs

Nordmaling

Bjurholm
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FIGURE 6 Residential areas by cluster groupings. 

The “attractive suburban areas” are exclusively situated within or close to
the large towns. The cluster’s population is characterised by general well-
being, high educational level, well above county average employment rates
and high incomes. Furthermore, the “attractive suburban areas” are also
possible to identify by their very high proportion of families with children;
almost every second household consists of a family with children. The
“urbanised rural areas” also exhibit a relatively high proportion of house-
holds with children. The employment rate is remarkably higher than the
county average and most other indicators show values close to the county
average (i.e. better than most other rural areas in Västerbotten). In this way,
the “urbanised rural areas” fall between the “attractive suburban areas” and
the “deprived rural areas” both in geographical location and in terms of
living conditions. The attractiveness of the “urbanised rural areas” can often
be assigned to a combination of low housing costs and the possibility for
daily commuting to workplaces in the major towns. Furthermore, some of
the “urbanised rural areas” benefit from the attractive scenic landscape. For
instance, they are situated in traditional agriculture landscapes, in river val-
leys, close to lakes or by the sea. The populations living in the “deprived
rural areas” are often characterised by a combination of generally poor living
conditions, long distances to towns and an unfavourable demographic prof-
ile with a shortage of young people and women. 

N

Robertsfors

Umeå

Vindeln

Vännäs

Nordmaling

Bjurholm

Clusters of microregions

Smaller service centres
Attractive suburban areas
Urbanised rural areas
mainly Deprived rural areas
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4 The county of Dalarna 
– from the industrial towns of Bergslagen to 
the ski resorts in Sälen

Like Västerbotten, the county of Dalarna is also a region with large internal
differences. For instance, there is a sharp contrast between the municipali-
ties in the south-eastern part of the region and the municipalities around
Lake Siljan (Table 7). The first mentioned region is part of Bergslagen, a
large region extending over many counties united by the history of their
mining industry. The Siljan region is characterised by the beautiful scenic
landscape and the old traditions. 

FIGURE 7 The county of Dalarna.

The area around Lake Siljan is often regarded as a national symbol of the
old rural Sweden as it was during the 19th century. In a historical perspec-
tive, however, it is a little ironic that the rural areas around Lake Siljan were
considered as backward and underdeveloped during the industrial era of
Bergslagen. Today, Bergslagen is one of the Swedish problem regions due to
restructuring difficulties and depopulation. The Siljan region, on the other
hand, has had an increasing population since the 1970s. Nevertheless, not
only different parts of Dalarna but also various rural areas in the region have

Centre of municipality

The Sälen
area

The
Siljan
area

Bergslagen

100 km

N
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shown quite different population trends. In this section we shall take a clo-
ser look on two examples of rural areas in the county of Dalarna, namely the
countryside around Lake Siljan and the Sälen area, both with a relatively
positive development in recent years.

During the last decades the countryside around Lake Siljan has had an
inflow of migrants and a steady population growth. The number of inhabi-
tants in the area has increased by five per cent during the period 1985-1995
and today more than 25,000 people live in the rural parts of the region. The
in-migrants have moved in mainly from other municipalities in Dalarna
and the Stockholm region. Some of these in-migrants have resided in the
genuine countryside while others have settled down in large villages and
small towns. The in-migration cannot be explained by such factors as
expansion in a certain industry, a single company investment or a university
establishment. Due to the long distances to large towns in Dalarna, such as
Falun and Borlänge, it is unlikely that the possibility for commuting is the
sole cause of the population growth (Kåks and Westholm 1994). During the
period 1985-1995 the growth rate in the rural areas around Lake Siljan has
been above the county average. The area is characterised by a relatively low
proportion of families with children and instead the proportion of elderly
people is higher. As shown before, this is unusual for those rural areas in
northern Sweden that are distinguished by strong population growth. 

Earlier investigations have shown that, in particular, the people living in
the municipality of Leksand generally have a high and evenly distributed
living standard (Pettersson and Westholm 1998). Perhaps it is a combina-
tion of general well-being, the image of being the original Sweden, the
scenic landscape, tourism, small-scale businesses and self-employment that
has generated both a renewal and in-migration to traditional rural munici-
palities where one would rather have expected a decreasing population. 

The second rural area of interest in Dalarna is the Sälen area. The Sälen
area is situated in the mountainous region close to the border with Norway.
There are only 2,000 people living in these ski resorts. Due to the in-migra-
tion of young people the area has experienced a ten per cent population
increase during the period 1985-1995. The ski tourism has led to a develop-
ment that differs in many ways from other peripheral rural areas in northern
Sweden.  The large tourist establishments provide job opportunities in a
region where there are few alternatives and the employment rate is, in fact,
seven percentage units higher than the county average. One third of the
labour force work in the private service sector. In the Sälen area we find
many young people and single persons, mostly single men. In comparison
with the county average and most rural areas in northern Sweden, the Sälen
area has very few families with children.  
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5 Concluding remarks

During the 1990s most municipalities and rural areas in northern Sweden
have experienced renewed depopulation. At the same time, not only regio-
nal centres (especially university towns), but also some rural areas have
shown significant population growth. In the 1990s population increase in
rural areas in northern Sweden is concentrated to the commuter belts sur-
rounding the large towns, while more peripheral rural areas generally exhi-
bit population decrease. Access to large labour markets and access to services
are still factors that make rural areas close to towns attractive. However, the
relatively few rural areas with growth which do not fit the description of
being within the commuter belts of towns are most often municipalities and
villages that have benefited from the tourist industry. This means that some
of the most peripheral rural areas in northern Sweden have often managed
better than some of the more “normal” rural areas.

The rural areas in northern Sweden that have experienced population
growth during the last decade can, in most cases, be grouped into three
types according to their location and characteristics:

i Rural areas close to towns: Here we often find a combination of low
housing costs (at least in comparison with housing costs in residen-
tial districts within the large towns) and possibilities for daily com-
muting to workplaces in the large towns. Furthermore, these areas
are characterised by a relatively high proportion of families with
children and, in general, high standards of living. In some cases these
rural areas are “strategic locations” between two or more towns.

ii Tourist resorts: In northern Sweden these rural areas are mostly ski
resorts found in the mountainous areas close to the border with Nor-
way.

iii Other attractive rural areas: In this group we often find rural areas
with a distinctive historical and cultural heritage combined with an
attractive scenic landscape, but also areas with a large proportion of
leisure housing (especially along the coast). In these rural areas one
can expect a high proportion of households that are not dependent
on proximity to large labour markets, for instance pensioners, dis-
tance workers, some self-employed persons and the like. Here we
often find “life-style” arguments among the in-migrants (Kåks and
Westholm 1994)

Of course, there are rural areas where two or more of the above features
are combined, for instance in Leksand in the area around Lake Siljan, and
that to some extent fit into the above description of all three types of rural
areas. Even though these characteristics are no guarantee for a positive deve-
lopment one can state that these rural areas have much better preconditions
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for population growth than most other rural areas in northern Sweden.
Almost exclusively, these last-mentioned rural areas have decreasing popula-
tions and offer their inhabitants poor living conditions. Nevertheless, large
parts of northern Sweden’s sparsely populated areas belong to this category.
Because of this and due to the population trend during the last decades, it is
difficult to see signs of any imminent turnaround for these rural areas.

The redistribution of the population in northern Sweden since the 1970s
together with the fact that many rural municipalities have experienced a
renewed strong depopulation during the 1990s puts further pressure on the
rural municipalities’ economic situation and possibilities for maintaining an
acceptable standard of service provision for their inhabitants. Moreover, and
even more worrying, many municipality centres in northern Sweden have
started to lose inhabitants in recent years. Perhaps once again it is necessary
to re-examine the present place system and the regional policy for northern
Sweden.

For this reason it would be interesting to take a closer look at the rural
areas that have had a relatively positive development despite being located
outside the commuter belts of the large towns. How and why are these areas
managing this well? Are there local action groups or other development pro-
jects, entrepreneurs, tourist businesses and the like, that might have contri-
buted to a positive development? Or are there other explanations? Clearly
the significance of the tourist industry in creating job opportunities and
relative prosperity in peripheral and sparsely populated areas should be
analysed in more detail and Swedish regional policy and planning should,
perhaps, give greater attention to the tourist industry.
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