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Women can socialize, if the 
space is protected from male 
access and view

Public space is male territory. 
Women and men are not 
allowed to interact in public 
space. 

Women can only be there if 
having a clear purpose. 

New ways of doing things 
can only be motivated if 
there is an economic gain.

$

Isolated society with very 
little contact with the rest 
of Cairo. Vague idea of   the 
world.

Depending hierarchies means that 
there is a widespread passivity and 
resignation.

The women have the lowest status 
and are therefore most vulnerable.

Poor access and limited 
knowledge of prenatal 
care. High risk for both 
mother and child.

97% of all women are 
genitally mutilated

There is no tradition of 
female emotional or 
economical support 
network

Few women have access 
to proper schooling. 
Many are illiterate.
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FILTER 
Mokattam women's health 
and education center

CULTURAL AND SOCIAL 
CONTEXT
The project aim to increase women’s autonomy in the Mokattam squatter 

settlement The women, due to their vulnerable situation as squatters and victims 

of cultural control mechanisms, lack resources and self-confidence to take own 

initiatives for empowerment. The women are also excluded from participating in 

the public life; therefore their social network is very limited. In addition they lack 

traditions of female collaboration- and support networks.

The main target group is the young women (12-30) who are participating in the 

APE learn and earn program (a local NGO). Through the program they have taken 

first steps towards empowerment, in regard to own economic resources and 

increased knowledge. They have also gained more respect within the community 

and becoming role models for young girls. 

Even though the work at APE has been successful, it doesn’t allow the women to 

come up with ideas and influence the program. Also, the working environment is 

hierarchical; hence it can’t provide a suitable breeding ground for networking. In 

this regard the organization could be seen as an additional agency controlling the 

women’s lives.

TOPOGRAPHY AND CLIMATE 

Cairo, located in Nile River Valley, has desert climate. However often with high 

humidity due to located the river valley’s effects. Rainfall is sparse the average 

precipitation is 24.7 mm per year. During March and April frequent wind storms 

bring dust from the Sahara desert into the city. In summer the day-temperature can 

rise above 40 °C, and night-time drop to about 20 °C. In winter the day temperature 

range from 19 °C to 29 °C, while night-time often drop to 5 °C. 

The project-site is located on an unbuilt plot neighbouring to the A.P.E. Previously 

it was used as compost; today the area is partly kept as park. In connection is also 

the APE administration building, an APE operated kindergarten and a girls’ school. 

The former compost area is slightly recessed, and the southern part is delimited by 

a steep slope. The vegetation has a, small but still appreciable, cooling and sound-

absorbing effect. In contrast to in and around the busy main street, this area is 

relatively calm. There is less garbage trucks passing by and there are not as many 

heavy industries situated here. Just a couple of blocks to the north of the park the 

Muslim quarters begin. (The relationship between Copts and Muslims are tense 

and even if they are neighbours they generally have very little contact.)

MATERIALS AND BUILDING 
TECHNIQUES
When building in Mokattam, and Cairo in general, the climate and the building 

materials available must be taken into special consideration. There is great need 

for ventilation and roof protection from radiation of heat. And the arid air contains 

much dust particles. 

The main construction materials that are available are concrete and brick.  The use 

of wood is limited to only those places where it could not be replaced by any other 

material. The walls and floors are often covered with tiles, which is not only due to 

the aesthetics but also has a slight cooling effect. There is a large know how in the 

Mokattam village. All existing buildings are constructed by special-skilled workers 

within the community. The buildings are constructed with concrete column and 

beam structure cast on site, with the walls made from brick.
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