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When I visited Dharavi it was prominent how important the community is. It was 
not only seen in in the large parties held on the street when there was a festival, but 
in how people helped each other (and me!) in more subtile ways. While research-
ing this issue I realized that the importance of the community is much more than 
just a pleasant attitude. These local networks have function that we in Sweden 
leave for municipalities, banks and security doors.
 Interestingly enough the current redevelopment plan, and many other 
plans with it seems to be doing it’s best trying it’s best to shred these crucial net-
works. F. C. Turner writes that “the important thing about housing is not what it is, 
but what it does in people’s life”. Neighborhoods will die if the users themselves 
don’t invest in their own housing. For this to happen the users needs and priorities 
must be well matched with the housing. It is critical to meet the priorities for these 
families because in slum areas everything are on the edge, if a family are forced to 
live in housing that are much more expensive than they can budget for they might 
have to reduce the amount of food they can give to their children. 
 So housing need to have a great variety to meet these users need, a variety 
that can not be met by a top down approach. “Only when housing is determined 
by households and local institutions … can the requisite variety in dwelling envi-

ronments be achieved”. According to F. C. Turner, the best way to design is not to 
design at all, but to let the users build their own housing, because only then you 
can maximise possibility that their priorities will match their housing.
 So the slums are as it is a streamlined place where people live as good as 
they can afford. That doesn’t mean that slums are a good place to live in, but peo-
ple live in them for a reason that we just can’t oversee by sanitizing (tear down) 
the slums and moving the inhabitants into big complexes in the outskirts of town. 
As long as we don’t address the issue of providing good living condition on the 
users terms, the process of migration into cities will continue in the forms of 
slums, regardless of how many slums that are sanitated. This project is an attempt 
at designing a structure that let’s the users build their housing themselves.
 In this project I am providing the users a shell that divides the land into 
small plots. The shell itselves serves as a starting ground to continue the incre-
mental growth of the housing. Users can starts in shacks but have the possibility 
to expand into three storey house, on their own terms.
 In the end you can see the slum as a fi lthy place for poor people, or you 
can see it as a place where people are able get access to cheap living and work and 
gradually improve their life. 
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Papad square

This is Dharavi, more precisely BMC - or as we 
called it during our time there, Papad Square. My 
initial reaction to this space was astonishment: how 
can a square in the middle of a slum be so pleas-
ant? This is an investigation into what makes it so 

pleasant. As a base for this I used Jan Gehls theory 
on the life between buildings. This presentation and 
the mappings are loosely based on 12 quality criteria 
that a good public space should have, according to 
Gehl. 

The square on the map to the right shows the area I 
chose for my mappings. The whole space is too big 
to be seen at once which made me narrow it down 
to what I could see from a balcony I had access to. 
The photo shows the view from that balcony. 
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Units with only a shell
20 units, differents sizes averaging on 24 m2

Units with shell, water and partly built house 
(one or two rooms)18 units, averaging on 25 m2

Fully built units on three levels, with water.
5 units. 

Toilets, 10 toilets per unit, one level
Stairs, lifted alleys 

Common space, inward facing, a place for the 
community to develop. Ca 100 m2
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