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Dharavi, location in Mumbai, India

“The room (the box) is only one element in a whole 
system of spaces which a family needs in order to 

live in a city” 
From A Place In The Shade by Charles Correa
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Ground floor First floor Terrace/ view from above



Ventilation

Light - intake from outside

Private/Common/Public

Pictures of the model 
Apartments opened up towards courtyard 
and apartments closed off. Sliding doors/
walls, mostly horisontically but some also 
vertically could change the space.    
The idea is to loosen up rigid borders and 
make use of common space. The idea was 
also to make sure that the home always 
has a safe and secure core that can be 
completely sealed during for example night 
time. 

I was inspired by some parts I read in the 
book A Place in the Shade written by  In-
dian architect Charles Correa, where he 
states that a family needs more than one 
room and also that in warm places on earth 
the spectrum of “open to the sky spac-
es” is broad and should be taken advan-
tage of. In the project there’s two common, 
open-to-the-sky spaces - the small, internal 
courtyard/ light shaft and the roof top ter-
race.

Colour guide

Cross ventilation for apartments 
with windows towards the alley.

Cross ventilation through pipe in 
the wall for apartments that don’t 
have a connection to the alley. Air 
intake through courtyard. 

The roof can be used as roof top terrass, shared 
by all of the families living in the house. The flat 
landscape of the roof is broken up by the small 
lofts belonging to two of the four apartments. 

Materiality 

Brick - painted or naked Stone as floor material - for courtyard, en-
trance floor and in apartments 

Concrete - the foundation and roof ter-
race

Bamboo - for railing and frames 

The stair brings light from the 
courtyard into ground floor room  

Ground floor First floor Roof top terrace

Ground floor

Courtyard, windows towards alley, roof windows 
and grid structure under stairs as light sources  

Section 1

The apartment house in a cluster situation in Dharavi. Facade with windows towards the alley. All other facades 
are connected to other houses, thus there’s no possibility to have windows on these. Light intake through 
courtyard, roof window and walls towards stairs instead. 

Ventilation for apartments 
adjacent to alley

Air flowing up through 
courtyard

Ventilation for apartments 
without direct connection to
the alley

View down to the courtyard. 

Loft
Loft in relation to rest of apartment, 
shown without walls towards courtyard. 

Showing an apartment with no loft. Walls towards 
courtyard and sliding walls are taken away in the mod-
el for being able to get overview of inside. Common 
stairs leading up to terrace. The space beneath stairs 
can be taken advantage of, one might put up a cur-
tain and use for sleeping space, reading corner or just 
keep it open and have the kitchen there. 

Apartment with loft, all walls shown properly 
as they’re intended to be.

1:20 model
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Process sheet
Model making 

4. Shared (by the families of the house), 
semiprivate outdoor areas

8. Flexibility 3. 
 Possibility to expand the house     
when the family situation changes

9. Different levels to create privacy 

6. Flexibility 1. 
Possibility to make the house bigger   
through opening up towards outdoors and 
then re-close it during nighttime 

7. Flexibility 2. 
 Possibility to change the house 
 internally according to one’s shifting   
needs or as the family situation     
changes

5. Light from several directions

Design parameters - what features might improve 
living conditions in a Dharavian house? 

1. Light and air 

2. Many small spaces instead of one    
space? 

3. Space efficient ways to move 
 vertically in the building 

Study trip 

The left picture is the home of a middle aged woman in Dharavi, 
who lives at the ground floor and rents the second floor to a tenant. 
Many houses in Dharavi were of this style; two floors, corrugated 
sheet metal as roofing and  a protruding second floor balcony. This 
woman lives nearby one of the few open places in Dharawi and 
she had space enough for a porch with a lot of plants. Other peo-
ple live more congested, with the houses facing s small alley such 
as the one at the picture to the right. 

Typology tested in 
different situations

Trying to find solutions that embodies the sought 
after features (design parameters) 

Sketchbook ideas

Simple model of the Makwando family’s 
house. Five people share approximate-
ly12 squaremeter ground floor and 7,5 
squaremeter sleeping loft. The loft is 
reached by the ladder beneath the win-
dow. 

Plan of the Navsupe family’s home, 
originally drawn by Sofia Samulin 
Pettersson. The family consist of four 
people and they share approximately 
28 square meters on the ground floor. 
On the first floor there’s a leather fac-
tory with office. 

Ground Floor First Floor Terrace


