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ABSTRACT 

This bachelor thesis had the aim to investigate how young female students experience 

their safety situation in their own neighbourhood, around the University of Dar es 

Salaam in Tanzania. Previous research shows that women tend to feel more fear of 

crime in public spaces than men, and this feeling is restricting their mobility in time 

and space. This gender structure is a worldwide phenomenon and is by feminist 

geographers explained as an expression of the patriarchy. A phenomenological 

approach was used in this research to gain an understanding of how this gender 

structure is affecting individual female’s lives. The used method was focus group 

interviews and two groups were interviewed, with totally seven respondents. The 

sessions were analysed by using constructivist grounded theory and partly narrative 

analysis. The interviewees explained that there were certain spaces that they 

experience as dangerous, foremost dark places without visibility and few people 

passing. They also stated that places where people had been robbed, raped or 

kidnapped earlier were more threating. The potential criminal was portrayed as a 

non-student male, and the male students were described as their potential protectors. 

The fear was always present in their lives, they felt more or less unsafe in all parts of 

the campus and even in their homes. This threat restricted their daily mobility in both 

time and space, and they used different strategies to avoid different types of crimes. 

 

Keywords: Feminist Geography, Geography of Fear, Mobility, Female, Focus group 

interview, Constructivist grounded theory, Tanzania, Dar es Salaam. 
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LIST OF ABBREVIATIONS  

Ardhi University: A smaller university 2 km from UDSM. 

Bajaji: Also known as Tuk-tuk, three wheeled vehicle with the function of a taxi. 

Cafeteria: The restaurants were the students can eat breakfast, lunch and dinner. 

Dala-dala: The local buses in Dar es Salaam. 

Halls: Halls of Resident, the student accommodation at the Main Campus provided 

by USAB.  

Mabibo Hostels: A hostel 4 km from the main campus provided by USAB. 

Piki-Piki: Motorbikes with the function of a taxi. 

UDSM: University of Dar es Salaam 

USAB: University Students Accommodation Bureau 

SIDA: Swedish International Development Cooperation Agency  
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1 INTRODUCTION 

The importance of a universal education has been identified as one of the critical 

cornerstones in the development of a country. A well-educated population can raise 

the productivity of the economy and create steady conditions to improve the lives of 

the people. This priority was stated in the UNDP’s Millenium Development Goal 

number two, with the objective to; “Ensure that, by 2015, children everywhere, boys 

and girls alike, will be able to complete a full course of primary schooling” (United 

Nations, 2014-05-15). The number of children attending primary school is increasing 

in developing countries, and the gender gap is decreasing. This is a giant global 

improvement, but there is still a lot of work to achieve an equal representation of 

women and men in all stages of education. An example on this is the gender structure 

at the University of Dar es Salaam(UDSM) in Tanzania, were 63 percent of the 

undergraduate students are men(UDSM website, 2014-05-14).  

 

Various reasons can be used to explain this gender structure. Feminist geographers 

would describe it as a conflict in the ownership of space that appears in all societies 

around the globe. The spatial patterns for women and men differ in many ways, men 

have a greater daily mobility meanwhile women have less access to public places 

(Law, 1999, p. 569). In that sense, the gender can determine how an individual 

person uses space. A high mobility is a great advantage in the urban environment 

which gives people various possibilities in their working- and social life. This gender 

divergence can therefore be viewed as a democratic issue, since one group has less 

access to the public sphere and other services. There are two main reasons to this 

structure; the culture with traditional gender roles shapes these spatial patterns since 

women stay closer to the home and takes care of the family, meanwhile the man goes 

out to work (Anderson, 2010, p 156-157). The second restriction is the fear of crime, 

studies have shown that women perceive public places as more threating than men. 

This gives the consequence that women chose to limit their mobility to stay safe 

(Koskela, 1999, p 111).  

 

This paper is going to examine if the fear of crime can have any negative implications 

on the academic achievements for female student by the University of Dar es Salaam. 
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A phenomenological approach was used to gain an insight in their experiences and 

thoughts about their daily life in the area surrounding their University. The project 

was supported by the Swedish International Development Cooperation Agency(SIDA) 

through their Minor Field Studies Programme. The field work was conducted in Dar 

es Salaam between April and June 2014.  

 

2 AIM 

The aim is to investigate how female students perceive the area around UDSM from a 

safety perspective, and to understand how the potential feelings of fear are restricting 

their daily mobility and behaviour. The aim is also investigate if such restrictions can 

have any consequence on the performance in higher education for these women and 

therefore be a reason to the underrepresentation of female students by UDSM. This 

study is going to serve as a sample on how gender structures are affecting the daily 

life of individual females.  

2.1 RESEARCH QUESTIONS 

o Where and when do these females feel most vulnerable? 

o Is the feeling of fear restricting their mobility pattern in time and space? 

o Can the restrictions have any impact on their study performance? 
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3 THEORY 

The theoretical concept of this paper is feminist geography, this approach argues that 

gender structures shape the spatial patterns among people. Women and men have 

different expectations and behaviours in their everyday life, and therefore their 

mobility is differing (Law, 1999, p 568). By comparing human flows from a gender 

perspective, we can gain an understanding in issues of inequality. This knowledge can 

then be used to empower those groups that suffer from mobility restrictions.  

 

3.1 GEOGRAPHY OF FEAR 

This is the section were the previous findings from the field is presented as theoretical 

background to the conducted research. Feminists argue that men as a group has 

conquered the most power in this world, where the males have become the norm and 

females the second gender. This power structure is named the patriarchy, and 

feminists view the spatially (b)ordered society as an expression of this socially 

constructed system where men as a group dominates women to sustain their position 

in the society (Anderson, 2010, p 157). The fear is here used as an instrument to 

maintain the control over public spaces and a manifestation of the male hegemony. In 

an urban environment, this implies that the city is male property and that females use 

of the city is described in negative ways, in which females needs in the daily life is 

neglected. Urban design has in general preserved this gender division through the 

construction of the physical environment (Listerborn, 2002, p 17). Listerborn(2002, 

p 19) argues that females access to public spaces have been crucial step in the 

feminist struggle, empowering women’s possibilities to an independent life. 

 

Where and when people experience fear of crime is not random. Researchers have 

investigated the triggers to the feeling of fear and safety and found that the feeling of 

fear is not always strictly connected to the risk in a certain space. The fear of crime 

does also have a social dimension and it is shaped through social interactions 

(Koskela, 1999, p 112). Studies show that females are the group that feel most fearful 

in public spaces, the fear of sexual violence is the greatest horror and unknown men 

are viewed as the potential attackers of women (Pain, 1997, p 232). The fear is 

affecting the daily behaviour among women, the adaptation to the perceived treat 
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causes restrictions in the daily mobility for women in both time and space. This 

general restriction has wide economic-, cultural- and social consequences for women 

in all parts of the world. As Day et al. (2003) describes it at page 311; “Fear shapes 

many women’s gender identities by prompting women to adopt restrictive social 

norms to preserve personal safety”.  

 

Comparative research have argued men feel less fear of being attacked than women, 

even though the actual risk for being attacked is greater for men in public 

places(Brownlow, 2004, p 589). This paradox is argued to be an expression of 

constructed femininity and masculinity (Koskela, 1999, p 112; Sandberg, 2013, p 184). 

The structure of male violence against women is argued to exist globally, even though 

the face of the phenomenon can differ. The western discourse expresses a difference 

between the public and the private sphere, the home is viewed as the safe place and 

the public as the threating. This contrast between public and private is irrational 

when it is compared to the actual risk of being a victim of crime, since to most of the 

violence takes place in the place where they live.  The perpetrator is a male within the 

family and the crime scene is their home (Listerborn, 2002, p 19).  

 

When Sandberg (2013, p 184-188) interviewed Swedish men about their role in 

public spaces she identified three main positions men had experienced; The 

dangerous stranger, the suspect and the protector. Sometimes men felt to be 

positioned as potential attackers just because they were men, and in other situations 

they were expected to protect females since they were perceived to be physically and 

psychologically stronger. Women are often experiencing that they are positioned as 

helpless victims in need of protection, this enforced image of self can lower the 

chance of resting an attack (Koskela, 1999, p 111). Men tend to have a greater faith in 

their ability to protect themselves if something unexpected is happening, they feel 

that they have more control over the space and therefore they feel less 

fear(Brownlow, 2004, p 589). These social processes which position men and women 

are an on-going phenomenon and a part of our daily behaviour. But the positioning 

can also have a more institutional character, Sandberg (2011, p 10-18) discusses the 

role of the media in her case study about the Haga man. She argues that newspapers 
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had a major impact on women’s adaptation to the man committing rape since they 

started to report about the assaults portraying females as helpless victims. The media 

has a great power to define cities through their selection of their press, certain areas 

are presented as dangerous and charged with images of heavy crime. Listerborn 

(2002, p 130) refers to Sibley’s analyses of media in a western context, where certain 

neighbourhoods with a relatively big number of immigrants has been given a lot of 

media attention and stigmatized as dangerous. This is a gently process difficult to 

observe in single cases, but the wider pattern is an overrepresentation of negative 

images for certain areas and the opposite for other places. This is argued to add on 

the social- and spatial segregation. 

 

The power relations between different groups of women are also important to 

consider when doing feminist research. Postmodern feminists argue that there is a 

risk with speaking in general terms about women, since it dismisses many important 

parameters (Koskela & Pain, 2000, p 270). Previous research shows that different 

groups of women have more and less access to public places (Koskela, 1999, p 120). 

Social class, age, sexuality, ethnicity and disabilities are aspects that have impacts on 

the individual power, composed these features ‘rank’ people into divisions. White 

upper class women tend to have more power and control over their individual 

situation, than black working class females. This is called the intersectional 

perspective, the field is studying ‘groups within groups’ (Valentine, 2008, p 10; Pain, 

1997, p 233). Marginalized groups within the society are often forgotten or 

overlooked in the public debate, and they are generally most exposed for fear of 

crime. As Koskela (1999, p 118) describes it “Fear has been shown to be most acute 

where communities feel a sense of powerlessness and a lack of local democratic 

control”. Control is stressed as a critical factor in the perception of fear, people who 

feel that they are in control over the situation feel more confident, and therefore 

safer. 

 

The feeling of fear is often handled by adapting the personal mobility to avoid 

situations and places where they feeling of unsafeness appears. Women adapt to the 

feeling by never walking alone in certain areas, always taking a taxi or staying home 
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after dusk (Koskela, 1999, p 111; Brownlow, 2004, p 583). ”The dominant strategy is 

to distance themselves in space and time from potential attackers” (Valentine, 1992, 

p 22). Listerborn (2002, p 88) refers to a study made in Sweden by Andersson, and 

her interviews showed that almost every women had strategies to cope with the 

feeling of risk being raped. The women viewed the adaption to the risk as something 

normal, which they did not really reflect upon since it was natural and always present 

for them.  

 

The feeling of fear is difficult to prevent through quick actions, since the issues are 

rooted in social constructions which takes time to process. Different Safer cities 

programmes have been conducted in many places and the fundament of successful 

projects has been a good communication with marginalized groups within the society. 

Modifications of the physical environment has then been done to prevent the acute 

places, for instance; better streetlights, reconstruction of narrow subways and by 

shifting bus stops to more suitable locations to meet the needs of the users. The other 

part of the prevention is social actions by recognising gender inequalities and 

educating people in these issues. Self-defence courses for women have also been one 

way of decreasing women’s disadvantage against potential attackers. Both by 

knowing how to hurt the perpetrator physically, but also to gain a mental confidence 

to fight back in case of emergency (Listerborn, 2002, p 137-139).  

 

3.2 DAILY MOBILITY IN SOUTH 

Various studies have been done in the field of the geography of fear, but mainly in 

western countries. Gough (2008) has investigated the mobility of young people in 

Lusaka, the capital of Zambia. The research focused on the connection between 

spatial and social mobility and the author found a clear relationship between these; 

“Class and gender differences clearly dissect all aspects of mobility” (Gough, 2008, p 

253). Low-income youth have fewer opportunities to advance economically since 

their mobility is limited. One major issue is the cost of transport, fees are often 

expensive in relation to the income level. According to Pendakur (2005, p 13), forty-

seven percent of all trips in Dar es Salaam were made by walking and three percent 

by riding bicycle. These transport conditions is typical for many urban households in 
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sub-Saharan Africa, and overall the majority of all daily trips are made by pedestrians 

(Pendakur, 2005, p 5, 7).  

 

4 METHOD 

I have used a qualitative approach to gain a deeper understanding of how individual 

females perceive this subject. The aim with the method was not to enable any 

generalizations about females feelings. Method of gathering and data analyses will be 

explained separately further in this section. Even though these two affected each 

other during the time of the project and was not entirely linear, meaning that the first 

interview could explore issues that needed to be involved in the research. But to begin 

with, I will present some of the ethical concerns in the research. 

 

4.1 ETHICAL ISSUES IN THE RESEARCH 

Research in social sciences is always associated with ethical issues since we are 

dealing with human beings (Vetenskapsrådet, 2011, p 18). These matters can never be 

completely avoided but the researcher has to regard these factors in every stage of the 

project. Kvale and Brinkmann (2009, pp 87-92) draws up four guidelines that are 

important to consider in social research, informed consent, confidentiality, 

consequences and the role of the researcher. I will explain these four problem areas 

more deeply one by one, and relate them to my study.  

 

Informed consent means that the researcher informs the participants of the overall 

aim with the research and what is expected from them. The participants have to be 

informed about the risks and benefits with taking part in the study, and a statement 

considering the confidentiality has to be made before starting the interviews. The 

participants can jump of the research whenever they want to, or simply just skip 

certain questions that they do not want answer. Kvale and Brinkmann (2009, p 87) is 

also raising the question of on who’s consent the interview is made. In this case, I 

needed to check that the participants say yes because they want and not because they 

feel that they have to since their friend is asking them. 
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Confidentiality in research means that the oigin of the data is secret, and that single 

participants cannot be traced from the result. The researcher is the only person that 

has access to the raw data and will not let it over to a third part. The names of the 

participants will be coded and changed to fictive ones after the conversation has been 

transcribed. If there is reason to believe that an individual can be identified by others 

after coding, the person has to accept that the information is published (Kvale & 

Brinkmann, 2009, p 88). In a focus group interview the risk remains that a 

participants speak about the conversation after the interview revealing what other 

persons have said, but that is difficult to control for the interviewer. 

 

The researcher also has to evaluate the consequences of the project, deliberating the 

scientific benefits and the personal suffering for the participants that the research 

causes. The positive sides have to outweigh the negative ones (Kvale & Brinkmann, 

2009, p 89; Vetenskapsrådet, 2011, p 16). This aspect has been secured through 

treating the participants in a respectful way regarding their privacy and cultural 

values. The positive consequences are difficult to estimate, but the new knowledge 

can hopefully be used to empower groups that suffer from restrictions. 

 

The fourth guideline is the role of the researcher. The researcher has to act 

professional and have a great integrity to ensure that the data maintains a high 

quality throughout the project. Decisions regarding ethical aspects have to be done 

along the way, and the competence of the researcher is critical to sustain ethically 

correct. With the two main objectives to; take responsibility of human values and to 

produce high quality science (Kvale & Brinkmann, 2009, pp 90-91). This problem 

area can be handled through acting professional against the participants and by 

maintaining a distance to the research.   

 

4.2 METHOD OF GATHERING 

The used method was focus group interviews since it seemed to be the best way to 

draw on my research questions. By using a phenomenological approach to make 

reflective lifeworld research I strived to understand how the subject perceive social 
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interactions and experience their lifeworld (Kvale & Brinkmann, 2009, 42). This 

approach made it possible to explore how the individual feeling of fear is shaped in 

interaction with their surrounding environment. The method is widely used in social 

sciences and particularly by feminist scholars (Wilkinson, 1998, p 112; Bryman, 2011, 

p 462-463).  The interviews were conducted with two focus groups consisting of three 

and four women, they lasted for about 30 minutes each. 

 

My research is focusing on a sensitive subject which can be tense for many women, 

especially in a country like Tanzania where every third girl have been a victim of 

sexual violence prior to the age of 18 (Unicef, 2011, p 29). The focus group interview 

was an easier forum since the participants are supposed to discuss the questions with 

their fellows, not just informing the researcher. The function of the researcher is 

comparable to a moderator with the role to lead the conversations, so that they group 

sticks to the themes (Wilkinson, 1998, p 114). In comparison to a one-to-one 

interview, the participants have more control and power over the conversation in a 

focus group. The researchers position is less authoritarian since the participants are 

in majority, which also can demand more from the interviewer (Bryman, 2011, p 463; 

Wilkinson, 1998, p 114).  

 

4.2.1 SELECTION OF PARTICIPANTS 

The first criteria qualifying to the selection was that person had to be; a female 

studying at the University of Dar es Salaam and living in the accommodation that 

UDSM provides on the Main Campus, called the Halls. Thereafter I tried to find two 

similar existing groups of female students called natural groups, meaning that the 

participants in each group knew each other since before the interview (Bryman, 2011, 

p 457). The natural groups were predicted to give the best flow in the conversations 

and therefore chosen. I found my respondents through my contact person at the 

university, first by getting in touch with two interested women who could help me to 

recruit her friends to the interview. The way of selecting participants has thereby the 

character of a snowball sampling (Bryman, 2011, p 196).  The aim was to get two 

groups with four participants but one respondent dropped off so the groups 

contained three respectively four persons. The seven interviewees were females in the 
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age between 22 and 25, studying their third year on different subjects by UDSM. All 

of them had been living in the Halls since their first year at the university. Only one of 

seven was born and raised in Dar es Salaam, the rest migrated to the city for their 

studies from other regions within Tanzania. All of the respondents were Christians. 

 

The number of focus groups is restricted to two since I had a limited amount of time 

doing the interviews and the analyses. Kvale & Brinkmann (2009, p 129-130) 

describes that a qualitative research can come to point were the contribution from 

new samples starts to stagnate, when they material is saturated. This is an explorative 

study, and therefore it can also be good to start with a small sample to provide a first 

insight in the local situation which can give a direction to further studies. 

 

4.2.2 THE INTERVIEW APPROACH/FORM 

The interviews were semi-structured with open ended questions, following the 

Interview Guide (see Appedix) that was constructed according to Kvale and 

Brinkmanns framework (2009, pp 146-156). The structure allowed the participants to 

bring up circumstances that they found important regarding the subject, and leaved 

space for the social interaction between the participants, meanwhile sticking to the 

themes of the research. Every interview was following the same pattern but 

depending on the discussions the questions came up in different order. 

 

The first stage in the interview was to present initial information about the research 

and showing documents which stated that my research is supported by SIDA. This 

was followed by questions about the respondent’s background. With the purpose to 

make the participants more confident about the situation and also to confirm that the 

person fulfils the criteria for the focus group. Before we started I also declared that 

they can quit the interview whenever they want, and that they do not need to answer 

any questions that they are not comfortable with. Since I wanted to use a recorder I 

also asked the permission to use it, stating that me as researcher was the only one 

that was going to access the file. 

 



   

17 
 

 This was followed by starting the actual interview with my questions. The open 

ended questions gave the participants the opportunity to direct the conversation to 

their own experiences. When we came in on interesting tracks I followed them by 

asking questions, or requested the participants to describe their opinion more deeply 

and sometimes also to describe a specific situation. To give more validity to the 

research I also concluded some claims by asking control questions, to ensure that I 

understood things right and that the participants also have to make a clear statement 

(Kvale & Brinkmann, 2009, pp 266-271). In the end of the interview I asked if the 

participants had anything more to declare before we finished, when the discussions 

were over I stopped the recorder. After this we had some small talk, about what they 

felt and thought about the conversation. 

 

4.3 DATA ANALYSES AND THEMES 

Every interview was recorded and notes were written as a support, the material was 

thereby transcribed to complete scripts of the whole conversation. The analyses were 

then made by using both constructivist grounded theory and narrative analysis. 

Charmaz (1996, pp. 27-28) describes her view of the method like this; “Grounded 

theory methods consist of a set of inductive strategies for analysing data. That 

means you start with individual cases, incidents or experiences and develop 

progressively more abstract conceptual categories to synthesize, to explain and to 

understand your data and to identify patterned relationships within it.” This 

requires the scholar to explore the interrelationships between actions and 

consequences, and why these decisions are made (Helgesson, 2006, p 61). In my case 

it consisted of three stages of analyses. (1) The initial coding was characterized by the 

openness, the conversations were analysed and the relevant concepts in the data were 

identified, an example of this is Thick bushes. (2) The second stage was made when 

both interviews had been conducted, where all the data was processed together and 

categorized. The concepts where then grouped so that the first example of Thick 

bushes fell into the category of Places with low visibility, and finally in the theme The 

abandon place. The final step in this coding was (3) the axial coding where the 

connections between the different concepts and categories derived from the two first 

stages were related to each other and discussed. The empirical material was then 
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brought together with the theoretical framework, a phase which have the characters 

of both inductive and deductive thinking (Kvale & Brinkmann, 2009, p 217-221).  

 

Narratives from the interviews were also taken into the analyses to demonstrate how 

the meaning of previous incidents determines the decisions that the respondents 

make today. Quotations with focus on how the respondents described different 

situations were used to make the material thicker (Charmaz, 1996, 33). This gives my 

analyses the character of an eclectic method, since the interviews were processed in 

diverse ways (Kvale & Brinkmann, 2009, p 251). The quotations were slightly 

modified when they were inserted into the results, erasing “eehm” and converting the 

language from parlance to written language (Kvale & Brinkmann, 2009, p 301). This 

was to make the quotations easier to understand and also to present to respondent in 

a good manner.  

 

The initial analyses were made on the first interview before the second interview was 

conducted, to be able to improve my questions for the last focus group. I started with 

stage two when both interviews were conducted. This method of data analyses gave 

me a great opportunity to use a wide range of data in a compromised form. It is easy 

to handle, and allows the researcher to move from micro to macro perspective 

connecting the categories with previous studies. Grounded theory was originally 

introduced as a tool for developing new theories from an inductive standing point, 

not testing established ones (Kvale & Brinkmann, 2009, p 218). I have made 

comparisons to earlier research, but strived to use categories that surfaced in the 

interviews. 

 

4.4 CRITIC OF THE METHOD 

The problem that I viewed as the most pressing issue during my research was my 

gender and skin colour. The subject is tense for many people, and my attributes can 

make the participants less comfortable with speaking out about these issues. This was 

something that I needed to consider in the way I acted, but nothing that I could 

disregard. Another weakness that I considered before the research was the language 
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barrier, since I do not master the native language of the interviewees, which is 

Kiswahiili. Interviewing them in their mother tongue could have given a better result. 

 

4.5 DESCRIPTION OF THE STUDY AREA 

This is the section where the study area and the surroundings are presented. A map 

over the area is included in the Appendices. University of Dar es Salaam is located in 

the Western part of the city, in the district of Kinondoni with nearly 1.8 million 

inhabitants (Census 2012, NBS, 2014-05-13).  The university was established in 1970 

and has been continuously growing since then, the total number of undergraduate 

students was in 2012 close to 21,500, and 37 % of these were women(UDSM website, 

2014-05-14). In a ranking in 2014 made by 4ICU (2014-05-13) UDSM was twelfth 

best university on the African continent, and the best one in the East Africa. UDSM is 

also co-located with Ardhi University, which is another governmental University in 

Dar es Salaam. The distance between the universities is about two kilometres. 

 

The schools within the UDSM are located in the campus area, where you also find the 

library, the cafeteria’s where the most of the students eat their daily meals, a 

bookshops and other similar services.  About 2,500 of the students are 

accommodated in Halls of Residence in the Main Campus, in seven different multi-

stored buildings segregated by gender (USAB, 2014-05-03). Around 4,000 of the 

students from UDSM are living in Mabibo Hostel which is about 4 kilometres to West 

from the central of campus, and the majority of all the students stay in other 

accommodation that they have arranged individually. To see a map over the campus 

area, see Figure 4 in the end of the paper.  

 

5 RESULTS 

This is the section where the results of the research are presented. The findings from 

the interviews have been analysed and categorized to respond to the aim of the 

research. Quotations, narratives and dialogues from the interview were used to 

enhance the findings. The names of the participants have been changed due to 

anonymity.  
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5.1 THE ABANDON PLACE 

One of the interviewees described an especially scary part of the campus as; like an 

abandon place, it was by one of the shortcuts leading from the Halls to the University 

buildings. The pathway is surrounded by thick bushes, there are no streetlights and 

very few students is passing the place. The security personnel visit the place rarely. 

This description is the archetype of the dangerous place according to my 

respondents, the visibility is low and there are no other people. They feel 

uncomfortable passing these places even in the daytime and after dawn they only 

enter in company of a bigger group, at minimum three persons. Some of the girls felt 

safer if they were in company of men, some expressed that male or female did not 

matter. Anytime of the day they fear to be robbed at this place, during dark hours 

they also fear to be raped. Here is an extract from the conversation, all the persons in 

the group seem to have similar experiences of the campus, and describes the place 

together by filling the gaps in the story; 

Interviewer: The area around the university, would you consider it as safe for you?  

Marlene: It’s not safe. (…the other participants confirms by nodding) 

Anne: Because there are a lot of thick bushes where we pass, it is not safe. 

Eunice: And the security also, it is very rare, no security... So they can come here and 

steal and whatever.  So it’s not safe just walking, you might need to shift from one 

place to another but… Not safe. 

Anne: Even the lights, we don’t have lights. There is few, you might find one over there 

and one over there. (…pointing in two different directions) 

 

As partly portrayed in the excerpt from the interview above, there were no 

contradictory opinions about this place, the risk was more described as common 

knowledge and not even questioned. It does not feel safe, and therefore it isn’t safe. 

Even though this place is an extreme, it summarizes the situation in the public spaces 

in the campus area. Places with similar features are all a horrible experience for every 

participant, with the consequence that they don’t use these areas at certain times of 

the day. The Halls are spread around the campus and it takes a couple of minutes to 

walk the distance between the houses, they are connected by roads and small 

shortcuts. The pathways are not perceived as safe since thieves and attackers can hide 
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in the bushes, and by the roads there is a threat of kidnappers coming in car. The 

participants explained that they can walk between the Halls when it’s dark 

sometimes, but only in company of others and never later than 11 p.m.  

 

When one of the groups was asked what mode of transport they were using, they 

started to laugh and explained that there is no practical possibility to use any public 

transport or other vehicles to move between the Halls. Those times when they are 

going for shopping or similar matters in other parts of the city they take the Dala-

dala, Bajaji or Piki-Piki. But these situations occur rarely and are not a part of their 

daily pattern. Eunice is describing the deprived infrastructure on the campus and the 

consequence for the vehicles; “There is no passage for cars or even motorbikes. So 

it’s just to walking on foot”. In their situation they are very dependent on other 

people, and they often feel stuck in their room when they could have attended social 

events. These restrictions are said to be lowering their quality of life, even though 

both groups explained that this is very normal since they feel unsafe in various public 

spaces. 

 

The shortcut on the picture below(Figure 1) is the one between Hall no. 7 and UDSM, 

this was the most dangerous place according to the participants. The path is about 80 

meters long and the topography protects the place from insight from both directions. 

An interesting thing happened during the session when the picture was taken, I went 

to the place with an friend in the middle of the day. And just one minute after arrival 

the first person passes by, a male student. He started to question why I was in this 

place and warning us for robbers. He described the place as highly dangerous and he 

instructed us to leave. Finally he guided us out of the area to a place that was 

considered as safe.  
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Figure 1: The shortcut. (Source: Own photo, 2014-05-16) 

5.2 THE HALLS 

The students Halls are the houses in the campus area were all of the participants were 

accommodated. The Halls are multi-floor buildings were only students live, two 

students are sharing each room. There are totally seven Halls on the campus, the 

interviewees stayed in ether Hall number 3 or 7. Women and men live separately and 

there are also own sections where the foreign students live. The Halls are defined as 

very unsafe by the interviewees, both inside the buildings and in the surrounding area 

where they experience threat from robbery and sexual violence.  The following 

sequence is from the second interview when the group describes the situation in the 

Halls and surrounding areas. The view of the place seem to differ among the group 

members, Petra had a little bit different opinion and seems to question the general 

discourse about the safety in the Halls, she tries to negotiate it with the others. Her 

fellows confront her view and Petra abandons her perspective, surrenders and 

confirms that the security is low everywhere.  
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Interviewer: Is it safer close to the buildings? Is it in the bush that you feel most 

unsafe? By these small pathways… 

Marlene: I think Hall 3 over there, where I live. Sometimes people come with their 

cars and just call you; “hello we just want to ask something” but they have another 

intention. One girl, they asked her like; “where is somewhere?”. And they went just to 

rape her, they took her in the car and just go with her. It was in the evening, like 

seven. 

Interviewer: Aah, just outside of the hall?  

Marlene: (…Nodding) Just three weeks before. 

Petra: But I think sometimes it is safe to walk along the buildings here. Even there is 

security, if you make a call. In this surrounding area it’s safe but the most insecure 

places are the bushes. But here you can just walk. 

Marlene: I have a different opinion on what she is speaking about, even in these halls 

there is no security... Thieves, they come and knock on your door pretending they are 

somebody that you know. When he just reaches there he gets using force asking for 

laptops or mobile phones, there are such incidents. So even in the halls themselves the 

security is not that well. Propose that you have been out with your friend and your 

door has been broken and your property is taken. So it is not safe.  

Eunice: […] the halls where the foreign students are staying, at least they have areal 

police there. The security is good compared to other places. 

Interviewer: Aah, so are the foreign students in one own hall? 

Eunice: Yeah, in hall 3 and hall 4 they have blocked extension. That is the place where 

the foreign students live in the hall. 

Interviewer: Okey, so is it higher protection in those?  

(The group confirms by nodding…) 

Marlene: To some extent.  

Petra: In all places there is quite low security. 

Marlene: They(Red: the security personnel) is sleeping all night. So once the thieves 

start, you start calling that the thieves are here. And then they come in the morning. 

When everything is over! When they have taken everything. So there is no security at 

all, I think for myself. 

Petra: I think sometimes the security can be there, but... You cannot identify who is 

student and who is not. That’s a difficult point, they can come as a student and knock 
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on your door. Sometimes the security guard can be there but they cannot know if it’s a 

thief or not. That’s a problem.  

The participants expresses a feeling that nobody cares about their safety, it’s just 

normal that they feel fear and suffer from the restrictions. It’s just something that 

they have to handle on their own and adapt to the environment they are in, nothing 

that authorities strive to empower on a more structural level. The guards that are 

supposed to work to protect the students in the Halls are not ambitious in fighting 

criminals according to my participants, even though Petra shows some understanding 

to the issues that the security personnel experiences. When they describe the 

situation in the foreigners Halls they contrast it to their own situation, and their 

safety seem to be less important compared to visiting students.  

 

An interesting aspect is that the participants explained that the female Halls were 

attacked more often, since the robbers know that they are going to meet less 

resistance compared to the male Halls. Their view was that they had no possibility to 

defend themselves in case if something happens, meanwhile men can fight back. In 

the previous quote Marlene also described the way how the thieves get in to the 

rooms, and when they get in they can do whatever they want. A general opinion 

among the participants was that they did not feel safe in any place at all, the question 

was about more and less. Men could on the other hand move around more freely 

according to all of the interviewees, and the difference was said to be great in both 

time and space. The unequal mobility seemed to be obvious, but nothing that the 

women described more in detail. Even though they majority thought that the risk of 

being attacked was on a similar level for men and women. Marlene thought that the 

risk was much greater for women in general since they were an easy target. 
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Figure 2: Hall number 7. (Source: Own photo, 2014-05-16) 

5.3 PROPERTY 

The risk of being attacked by thieves is always present for the interviewees. They fear 

to be hit on the way to the library during daytime on the open street, but they also 

fear burglars that break in to the Halls during daytime when the students are away on 

lectures. The thieves are usually looking for computers and cell phones according to 

the respondents, and therefore the participants expressed that they felt more 

vulnerable if they carried their property with them, especially when they moved 

around by their own. Busy places with big flows of people were perceived as more safe 
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with a lower risk of being attacked. But they also stated that the male thief can attack 

two females if they have what he is looking for at the time.  

 

The fear of the thieves was something that came up very often during the interviews 

without asking about it, it was subject that they considered every day. They explained 

cases when students have been robbed of their computers, with the consequence that 

they lost all their material so that they might need to restart their dissertation papers. 

This is a kind of double-risk, to lose your property in an economic sense but also in 

relation to your school work was something that my participants were worried about. 

To adapt to this risk they used to leave some stuff home, and Petra also explained that 

she used two phones; one cheaper that she was not afraid to lose and another one 

that was more valuable.  

 

5.4 ATTACKERS AND PROTECTORS 

Both focus groups explained the problem with identifying the criminals, they could 

not distinguished any characteristics of a potential perpetrator. This makes everyone 

a potential attacker, which was described as frightening by the interviewees because it 

makes it harder to protect themselves from them. Regarding the sex of perpetrator, 

the general view in both of the groups were that women where more smooth 

criminals who stole property without using force, meanwhile the males were more 

powerful and dangerous perpetrators. Men were most likely to rob them on open 

streets, and if the women got attacked they had no way to resists and fight back. Girls 

can just scream and shout, and hope for assistance according to them. Except the sex, 

the interviewees did not really explain their concept of the potential attacker. When 

the second group was asked about the sex of the thieves and the attackers they stated 

clearly that they were both, even though the males are most dangerous from their 

personal perspective.  

Interviewer: The thieves and the attackers. Do you think that they are men, or both 

men and women? 

Petra: Mixture. They are both. 

Anne: Both men and women.   
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Eunice: In most cases I think that the female thieves come in the afternoon when no 

one is around. They just open the door, get in and take some things and go. Or they 

might just take some clothes outside. But those who are likely to cause you a very bad 

harm is… Harming you or raping you, or whatever. They are most men. Men thieves 

that you find hiding in the bush. Yeah, most of them are men. 

Interviewer: Do you agree? (...asking the group) 

Anne: They are both men and women. 

Even though both of the groups were clear on that men and women were committing 

crime equally, they spoke about the potential attacker as male during several times, 

probably without thinking about it. Here is an example when Petra is talking about 

the general risk for being robbed, and the thief is a he;  

“The thieves are not selecting, he’s looking for a laptop he doesn’t care if it’s a girl or 

boy. He will just take it.” 

Marlene expresses it in a similar way in another sequence, positioning the burglar as 

a male; 

“Thieves, they come and knock on your door pretending they are somebody that you 

know. When he just reaches there he gets using force asking for laptops or mobile 

phones, there are such incidents.” 

The participants also implied that students were not potential attackers, they come 

from outside and do not live by the campus. Three of the interviewees also suggested 

that an, identification tag would be a good way to be able to know if the person is a 

student and therefore harmless. Here is a situation when Marlene describes a female 

thief, she had been stealing property by the Halls and was wanted on the notice 

board. Here Marlene positions the thief as a non-student;  

“They just inform that; be careful for this girl. She is thief but she come here as a 

student, she pretend to be a student. But she is not a student.”. 

Petra expresses the same, she implies that a student is a harmless person. 

“You cannot identify who is student and who is not. That’s a difficult point, they can 

come as a student and knock on your door.” 
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Figure 3: The notion board. (Source: Own photo, 2014-05-16) 

All females that I interviewed stated that they were more afraid of being attacked by 

male perpetrator in every situation, since they have both physical and psychological 

advantage in relation to the female targets. Some of the participants confirmed that 

they feel more secure in company of men that they trusted, since the risk of being 

attacked is perceived to be lower if the group included some males and also since the 

companions can protect them if they would be confronted. Men that they trusted 

were for the most other students, friends or drivers that they knew and contacted 

regularly when they wanted to go somewhere with Bajaji or Piki-Piki. The other half 

of the interviewees expressed that the risk is always high, and that the gender of the 

group members does not help this situation at all.  

 

The hired gards are viewed as protectors of the Halls, but their capacity is very low 

since they are so few assigned to this task. The authority who is dealing with these the 

campus security is described as “not sufficient” by one of the interviewees, and she is 

a little bit disappointed. Even though they seem quite unsatisfied with their 

achievements, the interviewees suggest that more guards would make them feel safer 

in their daily life. Since the Halls are separated by gender, the boys cannot be there to 
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protect them all times. One of the interviewees stated that there are some male 

students that are volunteering to live closer to the female Halls to be able to help 

quickly if the women are under attack.  

 

5.5 STORIES 

During the interviews the participants referred to many previous incidents on the 

campus area, the most of them concerning robbery and rape. But they also described 

situations when students had been kidnapped or even shot to death. The narratives 

never revealed who the victims were or if the interviewees had any personal 

relationship to these individuals. The participants did not share any situation when 

they had been suffering from crime and they did not touch up on any case that was 

confirmed, just retold narratives. The stories seemed to have a great impact on their 

daily behaviour when they explained their motivations to use of public transports and 

places. Here is a sequence when Eunice replies on the question if different modes of 

transport have an equal level of safety;  

“No. Sometimes when you take a motorbike, it’s kind of insecure. Cause there have 

been some incidents, it’s like stories that people used to been kidnapped by those 

motorcycles and whatever... So sometimes you just take it because you don’t have an 

alternative. Maybe you feel safe, especially when you have a certain motorbike driver 

who you have used before. So from there you can feel secure, but when you just pick 

somebody, like anybody. You just find that you are insecure.” 

She also explains that sometimes there is no possibility to choose another transport 

mode. If these decisions are determined by access to other modes of transport or 

financial motivations was not clarified but the Dala-dalas run until 10 p.m and 

thereafter the only option is Taxi, Bajaji or Piki-piki. These modes of transport are 

usually easy to find in any part of the city at late hours. Taxi is the most expensive and 

the Piki-piki has the lowest cost, Bajaji is somewhere between in the price range. 

 

Throughout the interviews, all narratives described the area around the university as 

unsafe and threatening. The most of them was incidents that the interviewees 

described had occurred quite recently, and the word had just spread among the 

students. When the group was asked about how they perceived the safety on the area 
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around UDSM before their application to the university they had different 

explanations. The most of them where aware of the situation before they moved to 

the area, they had been warned by family members or friends that have been previous 

students at the university. The local media had also been reporting about incidents of 

rape and robbery at the campus, but interviewees hadn’t been reached by any other 

official information regarding the safety. Petra was the only one in the groups that 

had been surprised by the poor security in the University area when she attended, but 

she just adapted to it when she found out. 

 

5.6 THE LEARNING ENVIRONMENT 

The interviewed women moves to this area for one reason and that are because they 

want to get a higher education. They have the possibility to apply for living at the 

Main campus or at Mabibo Hostels through USAB. The student’s daily lives are 

mostly revolving around these areas, since they spend almost every day of the week 

by the university. When they move around between their place of living and the 

university buildings they feel restricted because of fear, which makes them focus on 

other things than the actual schoolwork. The participants have explained these 

restrictions have an effect on their study performance, they have to plan how they are 

going to get to the library and back, arrange company and sometimes they chose to 

stay home studying since they cannot get there safely. At home they might have 

problems with accessing the correct material and information, or their room-mate 

might want to play or watch TV which makes the studying more complicated. These 

issues take attention from the actual schoolwork, and they cannot be as effective and 

flexible as they would wish to. The focus groups were convinced that the students 

would perform better in their studies if the safety would be better at the campus.  

 

The interviewees stressed two aspects of criminality, which had an impact on their 

studies. Primarily they were worried about being robbed and losing their material, 

and therefore this thief could be a threat to your success in school. The students have 

a lot of pressure on them since the labour market in Tanzania is said to be tuff, and 

therefore they need to get good results in order to ensure an employment and income 

after completing their studies. Eunice gives her view of the situation;  
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“Even in academic matters it would contribute, imaging that you have your laptop 

with all the materials and thief comes and takes it away. Then you have to start all 

over again searching material and maybe you lost your research paper or 

dissertation. So that you just have to start up again. It makes you feel like, it’s not a 

good learning environment or like you are afraid to go to the library.” 

The second aspect was their own personal security, they feared to be attacked and in 

the worst case raped. They felt that they have lower access to the university area, 

especially at late hours. Since they needed to arrange their trip in a different manner, 

and could not just go to the library when they wanted to or needed to. Their 

perception was that men did not need to consider these circumstances in the same 

way, and therefore could move around more freely.  

 

Both of the focus groups were asked if they believe that this safety situation at the 

university could have stopped them from applying to the university. All of the 

participants were consistent about that it could not stop them from applying, and 

they did not know anybody that had refrained to apply as a consequence of fear. 

Completing an academic education is a privilege which gives them great 

opportunities and everyone wishes to apply, the participants explained. The risk is 

also said to be present in every part of the society, so they wouldn’t be that much safer 

in any other comparable place. They see the time spent there as an investment and 

calculate to suffer from restrictions during they study period, cause it will be worth it 

in the end.  

 

6 DISCUSSION 

This is the section where the results of the study are discussed and compared to 

previous research. The first part will describe the findings of the project, and put 

them in relation to the research questions. Followed by discussing the consequences 

that these restrictions have on female’s lives in a bigger context, and what actions that 

are suggested to empower their situation. Weaknesses have been identified along the 

process, and these will be stressed in all parts of this section. I had an idea about what 

my research would find out but the topics that came up in interviews surprised me, 

and made me rethink some aspects during the research.   
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The fear of crime is always present in the daily lives of the women that were 

interviewed, they don’t feel safe even when they are in the place where they live. 

Western feminist scholars often make the clear distinction between the perceived 

threat in public spaces and the feeling of safety in the private home (Valentine, 1992, 

p 22; Pain, 1997, p 235). The interviewees did not express any contrast between 

private and public, even though The abandon place was the worst case. Postmodern 

researchers argue that the most marginalized groups of women feel most vulnerable 

in their daily lives (Koskela, 1999, p 118). My interviewees express that they are 

powerless if someone attacks them since the security is poor. The guards do not even 

show up when they call for them and that leaves them with the feeling that the 

authorities are not taking their issues seriously. Almost all of my participants had 

their family far away from Dar es Salaam, so they could not expect any instant help 

from relatives. When I asked if they had considered staying in another place than the 

Halls, it seemed like it was not an imaginable option. Although the reason was not 

entirely clarified, the price is much lower in the Halls so the financial aspect is the 

most likely motivation from my point of view. All these aspects taken together, they 

are vulnerable if something happens and that can be the reason that they feel this 

fearful. 

 

The fear of being robbed was also something that they reflected on all times of the 

day. Scholars usually talk about the fear of crime as a synthesis for sexual violence, 

harassments, robbery etc (Koskela & Pain, 1999, p 270; Listerborn, 2002, p 73). Even 

though they often implicitly refer to the fear of sexual violence. According to my 

findings there is reason to make a clear distinction between robbery and sexual 

violence, since they are perceived to occur in different geographical locations and 

they do also have dissimilar time patterns. The respondents expressed the risk of 

being robbed twenty-four-seven in any place, and that crime does not possess a 

predictable pattern in time and space. Sexual violence was not something that they 

feared all the time, it was only when it was dark and mainly when they were passing 

by thick bushes or the abandon place, where they thought a rapists could take them 

by surprise. The fear of being raped was more intense but also more spatially linked, 

since some areas where unthinkable to even enter.  
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Throughout the interviews men were given many different roles. Sometimes 

respondents spoke about them as protectors from perpetrators, but in the most cases 

the males were the potential attackers. There were these two main categories of men, 

and the found contrast between these two groups was their educational status. The 

narratives of the respondents revealed that the image of the attacker was a male, and 

that he was not a student. Women could also commit crime but the fear of this group 

was on a different level, and it did not restrict the lives of the participants to the same 

extent as the male violence. The respondents stressed the issue with identifying the 

people on the campus, since perpetrators currently could fit in easily. Their 

suggestion on the problem was the identification tag, which was supposed to confirm 

if a person was a student or not. My interpretation of the situation is that every 

unfamiliar male is a potential attacker, until the women could identify the man as 

student or not. The student was thereafter perceived as harmless and also as a 

prospective protector, meanwhile non-student males where positioned as dangerous. 

This pattern is similar to Sandbergs (2013, pp 183-188) findings about constructed 

masculinities, with three ideal types that she is using; the dangerous stranger, the 

suspect and the protector. The fear of male violence is restricting the daily mobility 

for the women that have been interviewed for this study in both time and space, 

which is an evidence for a gender based power relation. 

 

The majority of the respondents knew about the safety situation before they moved to 

the campus and began their studies. The source of this information was mainly 

previous students that had warned them in combination with media. The 

respondents did not seem to have any personal relationship with the victims that had 

been attacked, they just spoke about them as people or girls. Therefore it is actually 

difficult to know if all of these crimes had happened at all and in that case when, or if 

they were rumours aiming at scaring students. A real incident or not, does not 

actually matter that much. These stories affect people and shapes gendered power 

relations; the female as vulnerable victim and the male as powerful perpetrator, or 

protectors. This system of positioning share similar characteristics as Sandberg 

(2011) found in her case study. Petra was an exception among the respondent, she 

hadn’t heard anything about the safety situation at the campus before her application, 

she found it when she arrived. An interesting aspect was that Petra in the most cases 
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described the safety as a little bit better that the rest of her group. The causality 

between Petra’s lack of information and her perception of a greater safety indicate 

that the narratives have a great impact on the understanding of the place. 

 

One of the objectives with this paper was to investigate if the fear of crime has any 

negative consequences on the academic performance for these women, to be able to 

discuss if this issue could be one of the explanations to the underrepresentation of 

women at UDSM. The respondents stated that they experience that these spatial 

restrictions has a negative impact on their studies, since they have to plan every 

movement and coordinate them with other people. Every day they need to consider if 

they should bring their material or not, since it can be stolen. Every time when they 

want to enter the library they need to reflect on the risk of being attacked. All this 

takes focus and energy from their education, the respondent experience that the 

study environment does not allow them to perform at their best. This study did only 

include female participants, and comparisons regarding gender inequalities can 

therefore not be done adequately from this data. Even though, all of the interviewees 

stated that men can move around more freely. This is pointing toward a structural 

difference between men and women, where the gender determines the mobility of the 

individual person. Further research would be required to confirm relationship and 

the structure. But these new findings in combination with previous research are 

indicating that female students have inferior possibilities to perform their best at the 

university.  

 

The situation on the campus could be improved today by installing streetlights to 

make the visibility better at dark hours. Placing safety personnel in some sites along 

the most common pedestrian flows would also make the area feel safer. The 

respondents has suggested that all students should have an identification tag so that 

they can know who is a student and not. There is a great demand for taking action 

against this situation, the respondents express that the authorities does not care 

about them. This lack of trust makes them feel more marginalized, which probably 

makes them even more fearful. By taking action and improving the safety situation 
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the authorities could regain their confidence. There is an acute need to reconquer the 

campus. 

 

The respondents were very clear on the point that this safety situation could not 

prevent them from applying to university, and that they did not know any women 

that had refrained from her higher education as a consequence of fear. This is not 

evidence that this had not occurred, but it does not seem to be the major reason to 

the underrepresentation of females at the university. Patriarchal structures and 

cultural forces in the society are interacting to maintain this division but they are not 

in the main scope of this paper. One hypothesis is that the safety situation is inferior 

for girls in all stages of education, starting from primary school. With the 

consequence that boys have better opportunities to learn more and get higher grades, 

and therefore more likely to be accepted to the university. This is something that 

further research could focus on, that knowledge could be used to empower the 

situation to give a more equal representation at the university. In a longer run it 

would also lead to a more gender equal representation among influential occupations 

within the society. 

 

It is also important to state that all seven participants were sharing similar 

characteristics. They were all females in a narrow age range, proceeding high 

education and all of them were Christians. From an intersectional perspective, these 

girls represent a relatively small group. Tanzania is a country with different religious 

beliefs, various tribes and regional identities, besides the socioeconomic gaps. 

Understanding the social structure is not easy for a foreigner as me, since it is a 

complex equation which constitutes the hierarchy of the society. Koskela (1999, p 

118) has stated that women feel most fear in cultures were the individual human 

rights aren’t taken for granted. It is important to reflect upon this for the researcher, 

to not dismiss vulnerable groups. Regarding this research project, it would have 

contributed to have one focus group with females that identified themselves as 

Muslims, and the other one with Christians. Since these groups can have different 

understanding about their situation. To gain a contrast to the project, another 



   

36 
 

alternative would have been to include students from Mabibo Hostels or Ardhi 

University to compare their experiences of their campus.  

 

The feeling of fear is a part of the everyday life for the women that were interviewed 

for this paper, the question is about more and less in different situations. It is 

manoeuvring their lives in a distinct way, keeping them away from certain spaces 

within their own society. The fear seems like an individual feeling, an inner 

experience difficult to describe in letters and numbers. A sense that these women use 

for protecting themselves from becoming victims, through making decisions that 

distance them from the potential attackers in time and space. The interesting part is 

that all interviewed women seem to make the same decisions, all based on their own 

perception. The correlation is great and it describes a social behaviour, a structure 

that determines their individual choices. The fear is not free floating, it is a collective 

spirit ruling people’s thoughts. The decision to go or stay should not be based on how 

threaten the person feels, the choice should rely on individual needs and wishes. But 

the evidences express something else about the state of today, and the fear continues 

to make decisions in Dar es Salaam and other places. 
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8 APPENDIX 

INTERVIEW GUIDE 

Initial information about the research 

o Describing my study and the aim 

o Stating that they are all anonymous in the research, and that not any third person 

will be able to access the un-coded data. 

o That they do not have to answer questions that they are not comfortable speaking 

about, and that we can quit the interview whenever they want to. 

o It is no problem to have contradictory opinions about certain subjects, feel free to 

tell your personal view of how thing are. 

o Is it okay to record the interview? 

About the respondents  

Name 

Age 

Place of birth 

Accommodation, where you are living 

 

Where and When 

1. Can you describe your movements during a typical weekday?  

 What modes of transport are you using?  

 Which time do you leave home? Which places are you visiting? When do you 

get home? 

 

2. The area around the university. Is it safe around here? 

 

3. Are there any specific places that you avoid to go to? 

 What makes a place unsafe? 

 Who is the potential threat/attacker? 
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4. Is it depending on the time of the day? 

 

5. If you need to get to a place outside the campus, for shopping for instance. How 

do you get there?  

 

 Which mode of transport? 

 Why? The price or the safety? 

6. Would you say that men can move around more freely? In general I mean.. 

Strategies 

7. How is it to move around by your own?  

 How do you protect yourself from being attacked? 

 

8. Have it happened that you have refused to take part in an activity, since you 

couldn’t get there and back home safely? 

 

9. Did you know about the safe problems on the campus when you applied for 

UDSM? 

 

 Could that have stopped you from applying? 

 Do you know anybody that didn’t start because of the safety? 

10. When you started studying, did you have any alternatives than living in Halls?  

 

11. Is there anything that you want to add? 

 

Thank you! 

 

 

 

 



   

42 
 

 

Figure 4: Map over UDSM and the campus. (Source: Emanuel Kihampa, 2014-05-20) 


