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Abstract
The aim of this thesis is to investigate the assessment process in Swedish compulsory
school practice, and the changes that occur in relation to the introduction of national
school reforms. The fieldwork forming the basis of the thesis was conducted in year five
and year six classrooms between 2011-2013, a period during which new national
syllabuses with knowledge requirements, grades in year six and extended national tests
were introduced. The thesis consists of four articles, the first of which explores how the
assessment process is put into practice in a year five classroom and how it is understood
by the students and one of their teachers. The fieldwork on which the first article is based
was conducted prior to the introduction of the above-mentioned reforms. The second
article investigates the assessment process in two different year five classrooms in two
schools, after the introduction of the new syllabuses but prior to the introduction of
grades in year six and extended national tests. The third article investigates changes in
the assessment process in the same two schools. The fieldwork was conducted in year
five and year six, in relation to the introduction of grades in year six and extended
national tests. The fourth article addresses how changes in the assessment process have
affected students’ learner identities. The empirical material was collected during four
fieldwork periods in three schools, chiefly through classroom observations, interviews
and student essays. The analysis in the thesis is based primarily on Basil Bernstein’s (e.g.
2000) theoretical framework but also on the theoretical concepts of Torrance and Pryor
(1998). The study shows that the reforms are exerting a significant influence on the
assessment process in the investigated classroom practices. Teachers monitor their
students’ performance more closely and students strive to acquaint themselves with
what is expected of them. It also appears that the focus is increasingly on students’
performance in relation to the steering documents, that the more regulated practices
restrict teachers’ and students’ autonomy and that the assessment process in the two
schools investigated in both year five and year six are becoming increasingly similar.
Furthermore, the study shows that students tend to pay more attention to their school
work, while at the same time experiencing more negative pressure to perform. In the
concluding analysis and discussion sections, connections are drawn between prevailing
education policy and the reforms, as well as their influence on classroom practice,
students and teachers.
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