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6 The apparatus of materialised commonism. This cab heater enables a group of people to accommodate the 
shared interests of getting warm while listening to rock music and having a drink.
It’s Only Rock ‘N’ Roll 2015.02.06
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1COMMONISM

Focusing on what is shared rather then what is unique, situations, things, 

places, memories, dreams etc. that are in common to a group of people. 

This does not necessarily refer to a group of people with the same opin-

ions and point of view, but can also involve discussions, disagreements, 

negotiations and struggles. Commonism is the sharing of this based on

AUTONOMY | DEPENDENCY | TRUST

Commonism is both tangible and materialised, affected by, manifested 

through, built with and enabled by physical objects. The object never 

acts on its own, it is always in relation to people, situations, places, ideas 

etc.

Like paths can cross and converge without leading to the same destina-

tion, commons can be long lasting relations or a single shared moment.
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This is about acting from a situation, a place, its conditions and its actors. 

It is an attempt to understand the ongoing transformations of the city 

of Umeå, to grasp how it functions and gain the knowledge to be able 

to act within and suggest new possible futures. By looking at Umeå and 

the current situation with the parking lot as an index, a tool, a labora-

tory, and a possible new common, new ways of building the city while 

living within it will be suggested. The non place of the parking lot with 

its singular purpose is part of the mechanisms that makes our city, at the 

same time it is the effect of this city making and it is also a great place 

to start a change of such system. The 2.5x5 meters that makes a parking 

lot is small in comparison with the city, and even more so in compari-

son with the country or the world, but the size also makes it possible to 

grasp, touch and inhabit. The smallness makes it seem rather innocent 

and without much importance but the power lies within its multiplicity. 

A change within a parking lot might not be much, but the possibility of 

spreading throughout the city and the world makes the parking lot a 

very powerful place.

Since humans can sometimes be creatures of habit, I believe that it is 

extremely important to keep on questioning the way we inhabit the 

world together. Widely spread and accepted habits can start acting like 

dysfunctional natural laws steering us in a direction we might not have 

chosen if alternatives were presented to us. By investigating and testing 

the possibilities of such a bland and unquestioned place as the parking 

lot, I am looking to find glimpses of alternative ways of making the world 

while living it.

ABSTRACT

THE COMMON LOT
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We live in a globalized world in constant competition for more, we have 

become detached from the land. The societies are no longer part of the 

landscape but they are something else, there is nature and there are 

cities. The differentiation between nature and the so called built envi-

ronment is hardly a new phenomena but in this economy of constant 

growth, this is the impossible equation that becomes more visible for 

each day. There is a duality in our perceived autonomy and our complete 

dependency on nature. While our belief in endless growth leads us to 

raised standards and dependency on a constantly increasing amount of  

harvested resources from the world, we perceive ourself as autonomous 

from the limited world we live in.

HYPOTHESIS - SITUATED CITY
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Can we challenge this circle of growth by building in relation to place? 
Can we imagine to increase our quality of life by lowering our stand-
ards of living through a situated architecture?
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Our modern society is spinning fast towards a more individualized way 

of life where the needs, careers, dreams, choices and parking lots of the 

individual is of top priority. The shifted focus from the good of the group 

to the right of the individual has become visible in the degradation of the 

famous Swedish well-fare society. We have new regulations making sure 

that we can choose what we think is the best school for our children, we 

earned the right to gamble away our pension money and we are selling 

out the common spaces of our city. We are loosing our commons and 

our society while we create a landscape of consumption where we drive 

our individual car to buy mass produced objects in the search of indi-

vidual progress. But in this chase of singular freedom the commons are 

forgotten, we no longer tend to the needs we share and we are loosing 

the benefits of dependency and trust for each other. We need to start 

thinking not only of a city where we live next to each other, but of a soci-

ety where we live together. By creating new sites of common interests 

and responsibility, we can start making the city in common.

HYPOTHESIS - COMMONISM
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Can we act against the individualized society by inventing new places 
of common interests and shared responsibility? Could the parking lot 
become the starting point for such a place?
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The parking lot plays an important role in the making,- and the life of 

the city. By adjusting the price in the parking meters of different areas, 

the parking lot is used as a device to regulate how people move within 

the city, who goes where and how long they stay. While monthly rents 

attract commuters, companies etc. a high price/hour creates a short stay 

lot good for shopping and other ‘high circulation’ activities. The parking 

lot dictates how the city is being built and how it is being lived.

According to local regulations a certain amount of parking lots must be 

constructed for each built apartment and since the costs for parking 

are high it becomes more profitable to build bigger apartments. In that 

sense the parking lot is advocating large expensive apartments and it 

contributes to the lack of small and cheap apartments in the city. These 

regulations are based on future visions of increased car usage and hence 

the need for more parking lots. But we should not treat these future 

visions and speculations as laws of nature that cannot be argued against, 

maybe we can look at it from another angle. It has also been shown that 

increased accessibility to parking leads to increased car usage - if we 

keep on providing more and more parking lots, we will continue to use 

cars at a larger extent.

By inventing alternative ways of looking at, and using parking lots, these 

visions of inescapable growth can be challenged. Instead of accommo-

dating the needs of a single car owner, the parking lot can become a 

part of the city landscape, a common by and for the inhabitants and 

visitors of the city.

HYPOTHESIS -
PARKING ALLOTMENTS
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What is the role of the parking lot in the making of the city, how does 
it affect the physical environment and how does it affect the way we 
live?

Can parking lots become strategic sites to challenge how the city is 
being built, and can alternative methods be suggested by intervening 
in these parking lots and investigating their place in the city land-
scape? 
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BACKGROUND

DEPARTURE
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HUMAN | NATURE
DEPARTURE

“Once I thought that to be human was the highest aim a man could 
have, but I see now that it was meant to destroy me. Today I am proud 
to say that I am inhuman, that I belong not to men and governments, 
that I have nothing to do with creeds and principles. I have nothing to 
do with the creaking machinery of humanity - I belong to the earth!”

- Henry Miller, Tropic of Cancer

WHAT IS NATURE?
We came to earth with nothing, we cultivated the plants, domesticated 

the animals, constructed dwellings that touch the sky, we got rid of the 

very surface of nature and replaced it with paved lines of movement. 

There was nature and now there was society. But did we really come 

to earth, or did we become within it, is it even possible to draw a line 

between nature and human or the man made? As Tim Ingold puts it; “...

by what right do we conventionally identify the artificial with the ‘man-

made’? And where in an environment that bears the imprint of human 

activity, can we draw the line between what is, and is not, a house, or 

a building, or an instance of architecture.”2 Ingold then continues by 

comparing various structures created by animals to those created by 

humans, it could be argued that they are not all that different. Most 

people would probably consider a pile of sticks in the woods as part of 

nature, but what about an anthill, a beaver hut, a Sámi goahti or a simple 

log cabin?

By manipulating the so called natural, making fire, cultivating crops, 

domesticating animals, inventing the wheel, electricity, the car, the com-

puter and so on, humans have accumulated a power to change its own 

environment to a great extent. Could it be that power that went to our 

heads? Is that why we divide the world in one part that consists of hu-

mans and what is man made and one part consisting of the rest, plants, 

soil, animals, minerals, all else. Is that why we have that urge to divide 

and conquer? The very thought of conquering nature already presup-

poses that humans are different or separate from nature.

2 Tim Ingold, The perception of the environment, pp.174
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If we believe that we are different, and if the goal was to cultivate the 

world, one might say that we have succeeded. According to the recent 

study The Human Footprint and the Last of the Wild 3, 83% of the land 

surface is influenced by humans (complying with one or more of these 

factors: population density greater than 1 person/km2, agricultural land 

use, built-up areas or settlements, access within 15 km of a road, major 

river, or the coastline, night time light bright enough to be detected by 

satellite sensor). In the survey there is even a heading called Finding the 
last of the wild, which is trying to map the least influenced or so called 

wildest parts remaining in the world.

”The global extent of the human footprint suggests that humans are 
stewards of nature, whether we like it or not. The long-term impact 
of human influence, positive or negative, benign or catastrophic, 
depends on our willingness to shoulder responsibility for our steward-
ship.”

- The Human Footprint and the Last of the Wild

Though it is sometimes painfully clear that humans have a huge impact 

on nature, the opposite is just as true and the relationship is of great 

complexity. Tim Ingold describes his Dwelling Perspective “...the land-

scape is constituted as an enduring record of - and testimony to - the 

lives and works of past generations who have dwelt within it, and in so 

doing, have left there something of themselves.”4 The landscape is not 

merely a record being imprinted by humans, but also plays an active role 

in the imprinting of itself, humans and other species. If we are as I believe 

deeply entangled with nature, conquering would be synonymous with 

losing, one cannot win a battle against oneself.

WHAT IS HUMAN?
We look at ourselves as different, separate and independent from nature, 

yet we come from it, we depend on it and we live our lives with it. Hu-

mans are the revolting youth going out of their way to be perceived as 

cooler and more modern than their parents. We have learned to redis-

3 Eric W. Sanderson, Malanding Jaiteh, Marc A. Levy, Kent H. Redford, Antoinette V. Wannebo & Gillian Woolmer, 
The Human Footprint and the Last of the Wild
4 Tim Ingold, The perception of the environment, pp.189
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tribute the existing to accommodate our own needs, and the outcome 

of such shuffling we consider as something completely different than 

nature, we call it man made or artificial. We forget and ignore that what 

we create, weather it is a fire, a drawing or a sky rise, we did not make it 

out of nothing, we are always the co-authors, products and creators of 

worlds.

PRODUCTION ≠ PROGRESS
There was a time when explorers travelled the seas to discover the 

world but today it is not only discovered by humans but transformed by 

them, tweaked, shuffled and reorganized to maximise  the comfort for 

its human inhabitants. We look at nature as a storage room filled with 

resources from which we can create the world we live in and whomever 

grabs those resources first has the power to create a customized world. 

The struggle for human progress has become an individual struggle for 

resources to customize new and better worlds of luxury housing, wide 

screen TV’s, and maximum security for singular humans in competition 

with all others. 

Our high speed society is starting to spin at a pace that our bodies 

cannot keep up with. In a survey conducted by SCB (Statistics Sweden) 

kids between the age of 10 and 18 were asked if they felt stress in school 

due to any of the following, homework or tests, high demands on them-

selves, high demands from parents or teachers, and as many as 65% an-

swered yes to at least one of those. The constant competition with every 

one else has made it our top priority to be efficient, we need to perform 

in every aspect of our lives, in kindergarten, in school and at work, and in 

our personal lives we do not socialize any more but instead we network, 

a much more efficient way to climb the corporate ladders, earn respect 

and thus become more.
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Effectiveness is the capability of producing a desired result. When 
something is deemed effective, it means it has an intended or expect-
ed outcome, or produces a deep, vivid impression.

wikipedia.org/wiki/Effectiveness

As described in the free encyclopedia Wikipedia, effectiveness is result 

oriented and favours result before process. In a society where everyone 

is striving for personal success measured in the amount of property 

owned, how can this constant increase of belongings and consumption 

be sustained? Either we reserve this lifestyle for less and less people - if 

you get a smaller piece of the cake then I can get more. The other option 

would simply be to produce more leading to a constantly rising demand 

for effectiveness and an increased exploitation of our natural resources. 

But a society that is only looking for more is unable to choose one or the 

other and hence we have blindly adopted both of these methods, ignor-

ing the fact that neither of them will cut it in the long run.

According to WWF5 it would take 1.5 earths to produce all the renewable 

resources we use. By 2050 the human population is expected to use the 

equivalent of 2 earths of renewable resources per year. We are officially 

running out of resources and we can no longer think of human progress 

in the terms of more, we need to slow down the pace.

CONSTRUCTING WORLDS IN THE ABSENCE OF PLACE
Striving for progress and more is nothing new, and maybe that idea of 

being different from the world has always been there in the back of our 

heads, but it is ever so visible in the globalized societies of today. The 

paved deserts of the city are only interrupted by the built façades of 

sky high buildings and in some occasions a carefully constructed park, a 

piece of human controlled nature. We live our lives in human constructed 

environments in a globalized world. We have friends and co-workers all 

over the globe, our food is imported from the opposite side of the world 

and our belongings are produced in factories here, assembled some-

where, packaged there and shipped everywhere. In this abundance of 

5 www.worldwildlife.org/threats/the-human-footprint
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access, we have become placeless, we no longer travel along and in the 

landscape but move fast across it without ever touching the surface with 

the single aim of reaching our predetermined destinations, efficiency is 

the word. One might say that we are everywhere rather than here. 

On one hand it seems as if we have immediate access to almost 

everything, but this also creates a distance between production and con-

sumption which leads to a distant relation to land and place. Rather than 

harvesting our crops where we live, we produce and sell services and for 

the money we import food that is produced at a lower cost by someone 

else. We no longer associate the land on which we live with the food that 

we eat, we live in urban deserts and our food is produced elsewhere un-

der sterile factory like conditions. It has reached a point where kids truly 

believe that potatoes are produced in factories.

TIME TO DWELL
A piece of land might once have been the difference of life and death 

in a small society relying on the crops and prey nearby, but now that a 

large part of our food is produced elsewhere we do not necessarily think 

of the potentially fertile land in our proximity as valuable in any other 

sense than its plot price on the market. If we value land, we care for it 

by implementing crop rotation or other methods that helps the soil stay 

fertile, if we do not value the land we can keep cultivating it until there 

is no nutrition left in the soil only to move on to the next plot. We are no 

longer confronted with our dependence on land and when our survival 

is no longer directly and intuitively connected to land, we fail to see the 

value in it. 

In Umeå an enormous IKEA, a mall and 2500 parking lots are current-

ly being built on 290’000 square meters of fertile farmland and in the 

supermarkets you can buy milk from German cows. Our new found 

freedom of mobility in a globalized world comes with the bitter after 

taste of being disoriented and detached from land and place. All this talk 

of caring for the place and land might seem retrograding, it is just land, 
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we have loads of it so why care? The globalized world we live in is facing 

some global changes that will effect us on a very local scale. Climate 

changes are leading to smaller harvests, which means less food. Peak oil 

and the decreased accessibility to fossil fuel is leading to changes both 

in farming and in the transport of food. Conventional farming depends 

on fertilizer with the main ingredient phosphor, something that will have 

to change with the upcoming peak phosphor. The peak phosphor and 

the lack of fertilizers will force us to use more land to be able to produce 

the same amount of food as we do today. Peak oil will change the way 

we transport our food and we will have to produce a bigger part of our 

food in proximity to where we live. On a positive note the sum of all evils 

does have a bright part to it, there is no question that our detachment to 

land and place is coming to an end, our globalized consumption lifestyle 

is not going to be possible to sustain and we will have to get our hands 

dirty by start digging where we stand, it is time to slow down and to 

dwell.

MEASURING PROGRESS
Buthan is a small country of 700’000 inhabitants in southern Asia lo-

cated between China and India. Buthan that is according to traditional 

measurements considered a developing country, has taken a different 

approach to success. Instead of measuring GDP (Gross Domestic Prod-

uct), they measure the GNH, the Gross National Happiness. In the text 

A short guide to Gross National Happiness Index6 GNH is built on 33 

indicators divided in the following main categories

Psychological welbeing

Health

Time use

Education

Cultural diversity and resilience

Good governance

Community vitality

Ecological diversity and resilience

Living standards

6 Karma Ura Sabina Alkire Tshoki Zangmo Karma Wangdi, A Short Guide to Gross National Happiness Index, 2012
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Bhutan has postponed the membership in WTO (World Trade Organ-

ization) as a  direct consequence from their measuring of GNH since 

they believe that the extensive free trade may conflict with several of the 

happiness measurements. The extraction of mineral assets in Bhutan are 

also being restricted to accommodate the measurements.

In 1729 a Buddhist leader in Bhutan stated that If the Government cannot 
create happiness for its people, there is no purpose for the Government 
to exist.7 As mentioned, Bhutan is considered a developing country and 

it was only in 2008 that it became a democracy, but their unique way of 

looking at success creates a new perspective. The way we measure has a 

huge effect in politics, the way we build our worlds and how we inhabit 

them. By taking away the equal sign between production and progress, 

new ways of living can be suggested.

7 Karma Ura Sabina Alkire Tshoki Zangmo Karma Wangdi, A Short Guide to Gross National Happiness Index, 2012
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TIME

CALLING SHOTGUN



30 8 Förslag till nationell plan för transportsystemet 2014-2025, Remissversion 2013.06.14, Trafikverket

INFRASTRUCTURE FOR EXTRACT-
ING RESOURCES

CALLING SHOTGUN | SWEDISH WELL FARE NORMS

INFRASTRUCTURE FOR EXTRACTING RESOURCES
The colonial history of Norrland is still present in the infrastructure based 

on extraction rather than transportation. The lack of transportation 

based infrastructure has made the car a necessity for those who live 

outside of the cities. Public transport is less frequent or non existing, 

and even the most basic services are located in urban areas that can 

only be reached by car. In the plan from Swedish Transport Administra-

tion for 2014-2025 there is a chapter called Measures to improve travel, 
transport and accessibility, northern Sweden 8 that talks about planed 

developments in Norrland. In this chapter one can read about planned 

road-maintenance to accommodate the transports of the forest industry, 

the importance of the existing railway to the mining industry and how 

the new railway Norrbotniabanan which would be a huge improvement 

in mobility for the inhabitants, can not be a priority due to its low profit-

ability in relation to other projects. The total amount of 190 billion SEK is 

to be invested in developing the infrastructure in Sweden. The piece of 

the cake set aside to four of the five counties of Norrland, Norrbotten, 

Västerbotten, Västernorrland and Jämtland is only 6.4 billion or 3.4% 

numbers that are no where close in relation to the wast areas these 

counties cover.

The diagram to the right shows prioritized routes in the plan for 2014-

2025 by the Swedish Transport Administration. Malmbanan and Porjus 

hydro power plant both played big roles in the development of the infra-

structure in Norrland.
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MALMBANAN AND PORJUS HYDRO POWER PLANT
The natural resources of Norrland was of no value to the rest of Sweden 

unless they were extracted and so an infrastructure to transport the 

goods was needed. Malmbanan (the ore railway) played an important 

role in both the production and extraction of resources. It is a 500km 

railway reaching from Luleå in the north of Sweden to Narvik in Norway. 

The first part between Luleå and Gällivare was constructed between 

1882 and 1887. It was not meant to transport people but to transport iron 

from the mines in Kiruna to the harbours in Luleå and Narvik. To keep 

Malmbanan running, electricity was needed and so the construction of 

one of the first large scale hydro power plants was initiated in the Luleå 

river in Porjus in 1910. There was no existing infrastructure and an addi-

tional temporary railway had to be constructed for transportation to the 

new hydro power plant. The power plant was inaugurated in February 8, 

1915 by King Gustav V who was not located in Porjus, but in Stockholm 

palace where he pressed a button that triggered a signal in Porjus. To 

the king it was about pressing a button that led to increased tax incomes 

and more received electricity but to Porjus the impact was of a much 

greater extent. The hydro power plant and Malmbanan are still today 

defining the landscape in the area, steering the way the inhabitants and 

passers by are able to move and dwell in the landscape. Porjus power 

plant has an average flow of 274m3 water per second and if it were to 

break, it would have massive consequences on a large area, among oth-

ers parts of Jokkmokk, Boden and Luleå would have to be evacuated.



33Photo by Tore Sjöholm 1939. Tekniska Museet.
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THE CAR AS A HUMAN RIGHT

CALLING SHOTGUN | SWEDISH WELL FARE NORMS
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NORRLAND -
THE COLONY OF SWEDEN

CALLING SHOTGUN | THE COLONY NORRLAND

Norrland is a region rich in natural assets such as forests, minerals and 
rivers and the history of the region is deeply entangled with an often 
unquestioned and brutal extraction of such resources.

The area takes up 59% of Sweden’s surface and it is home to 12% of its 

inhabitants. The richness in natural resources in combination with the 

sparse population has led to many conflicts of land rights. In many cases 

Norrland has been seen and treated  as the colony of Sweden, a place 

for production of value that can be transported to the southern areas. 

In 1542 King Gustav Vasa wrote an open letter about Norrland say-

ing  “Such estates that lie undeveloped, belongs to God, us, the crown 

and no other.” The letter was intended to express his opinion that there 

should be an extensive construction of new dwellings in this area so that 

they could be taxed and generate a profit for the crown. Gustav Vasa 

wrote that the land belongs to no other, meaning that the right to the 

land was taken from those living there. 

The view of Norrland lived on and in the 1600’s the Swedish count and 

statesman Axel Oxenstierna proclaimed ”In Norrland we have a new In-

dia”, referring to the natural resources that could be taken for the greater 

good of Sweden. The 1600’s was long ago and today Norrland is not 

openly referred to as a colony, though it is still in many ways treated as 

such. In 2012 during an international conference for the mining industry 
Beowulf Mining presented their plans for an iron ore mine in Kallak and 
were asked what the locals thought, the Chairman pointed at a photo 

of a clear cut forest and responded “What local people?” The same year 
the Swedish trade minister Ewa Björling (Moderaterna) launched a re-
gional export drive on Sweden’s four northernmost counties. In the infor-
mation document the trade minister says ”Norrland is one of Sweden’s 
richest regions. We will take advantage of that.”



37Photo from LiAi study trip, Vaisaloukta 2014
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RESOURCES - FOREST INDUSTRY

CALLING SHOTGUN | THE COLONY NORRLAND

327 727 FOREST OWNERS

130 BILLION SEK/YEAR TURNOVER

50% OF SWEDEN’S SURFACE CONSISTS OF PRODUCTIVE FOREST

LOCALITY
50% of the Swedish forests is privately owned. 25% is owned by companies such as 

SCA, Holmen, and Bergvik Skog. 

The remaining 25% is owned by the public through Sveaskog (owned by the Swedish 

state), dioceses and municipalities.

SPATIAL EFFECTS
The forest industry is not about cutting down a few trees in a landscape of old forests, 

it is dominated by large scale harvesting and it has transformed a large part of Swe-

den’s surface to forests that similar to farmland is planted in straight rows, all of the 

same type and age. Clear cut areas are normally replanted with a single species and 

any unwanted plants are removed, leading to low variation. As a means to minimize 

insect infestations a maximum of 5m3 dead wood per hectare is allowed, a problem 

for many insects that normally live in those environments. Burnt wood is also the 

home of many species but since fires are effectively extinguished, it is rarely occurring.

OF SWEDEN’S PRO-
DUCTIVE FORESTS ARE 
LOCATED IN NORRLAND55%
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RESOURCES - MINING

CALLING SHOTGUN | THE COLONY NORRLAND

16 MINES + OVER 20 NEW PLANNED

26.971 BILLION SEK/YEAR TURNOVER, ONLY COUNTING LKAB

0.5‰ OF SWEDEN’S SURFACE

LOCALITY
Only half of the active mining companies in Sweden, are also based here (Sweden 4, 

Canada 2, Luxembourg 1, Australia 1).

SPATIAL EFFECTS
Mining has tremendous effects on the landscape, it can turn mountains into piles of 

gravel it demands railways, electricity and workers.

Parts of the city Kiruna are going to be permanently evacuated due to the cracks in 

the ground from the nearby iron mining. The neighbourhoods Berlinmuren, Snusdosan 

and Spottkoppen are planned to be evacuated between 2018 and 2020.

OF SWEDEN’S MINES ARE 
LOCATED IN NORRLAND75%
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RESOURCES - REINDEER HERDING

CALLING SHOTGUN | THE COLONY NORRLAND

4633 REINDEER HERDING COMPANIES

230 MILLION SEK/YEAR TURNOVER

LOCALITY
Reindeer move over the seasons along ancient paths along the landscape. The rein-

deer herders live and move with the animals. Reindeer herding in Sweden is restricted 

to members of the Sami community, the companies therefore remain small in scale 

and locally connected.

SPATIAL EFFECTS
The environmental impact is low and traces span from Sámi settlements to fences 

and road signs. Motorcycles, quads, snowmobiles and even helicopters are used in the 

modern reindeer herding community, leaving some physical traces in the environment 

along with a changed sound scape. 

OF SWEDEN’S REINDEER HERDING COMPANIES ARE LOCATED 
IN NORRLAND93%
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RESOURCES - HYDRO POWER

CALLING SHOTGUN | THE COLONY NORRLAND

1800 HYDRO POWER PLANTS

15.128KM WIRE - CA 10 TIMES THE LENGTH OF SWEDEN

LOCALITY
Only one of the three biggest producers of hydro power coming from Swedish water, 

is located in Sweden. The headquarters of the biggest producer, Vattenfall, is located 

in Solna. The second biggest producer, Fortum, is located in Finland. The headquar-

ters of E.ON, which is the third biggest producer, is situated in Germany.

SPATIAL EFFECTS
Hydro power plants are an obstacle for migrating fish and only 2% of the Swedish 

plants are equipped with passageways for the fish. The main reproduction of many 

plants and animals that usually take place by the shore is disturbed by the constant 

changes in water levels and drained on minerals and nutrition. The power plants act as 

barriers for reindeer herding communities have to transportation reindeer by trucks. 

During winter time the changing water level makes the ice weak, another obstacle for 

reindeer herding and an issue of accessibility by snowmobile.

OF SWEDEN’S HYDRO POWER PLANTS ARE 
LOCATED IN NORRLAND79%
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DISTRIBUTED ENERGY

CALLING SHOTGUN | THE COLONY NORRLAND

Natural resources are being exploited from a distance and the dependency | trust 
relation is gone, it is a question of locality. Sweden has approximately 2000 hydro 

power plants, the map shows the ones with an effect of 10MW or more.9 The aver-

age revenue from hydro power for electrical companies is 35 billion SEK10 per year, 

in comparison the total cost for the Swedish secondary school in 2012 was 37 billion 

SEK. Private companies earn big money on Swedish hydro power and the tax money 

it generates does not go to the local municipalities but to the state. From a local view 

the effects of a hydro power plant are economically low but environmentally large.

THE MARKETS OF SWEDEN’S THREE LARGEST ENERGY COMPANIES
Vattenfall The Nordic region, Germany, Netherlands

Fortum Sweden, Norway, Finland

E.ON Sweden, Germany, Hungary, Romania, Czech Republic, Slovakia, Spain

9http://www.svenskenergi.se/Elfakta/Elproduktion/Vattenkraft1/De-storsta-vattenkraftstationerna
10Marcus Forsman, Marie Hansson, Ulf Breitholtz, Anders Malmros, ETC magazine 2014-08-26
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THE LOT - ENERGY

CALLING SHOTGUN | THE COLONY NORRLAND

The parking lot seen as a place for extracting resources. Looking at the parking lot 
as a colony, what is there that we can extract? In our cold climate heaters are appreci-
ated and therefore commonly occurring in parking lots, most of all in parking lots with 
long term leases, but also in the ones you can rent per hour. So why not use these 
heaters for different purposes?



45Heater in a parking lot in Umeå 2014.02.04
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THE LOT - ENERGY

CALLING SHOTGUN | THE COLONY NORRLAND

Electricity from a heater used for charging



47Heater used for cooling
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HEATER + FAN = INFLATABLE ROOM

CALLING SHOTGUN | THE COLONY NORRLAND

A simple lightweight construction that inflates 
with the help of a fan connected to the heat-
er. The construction is made from translucent 
plastic and creates an enclosed space separated 
from the cars. The space can easily be transport-
ed and assembled and it provides a shelter, a 
temporary accommodation unit where you can 
do whatever you want.
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REUSING CULTURAL VALUE

CALLING SHOTGUN | THE COLONY NORRLAND

AGRICULTURAL WASTE
Ever since the agriculture came to Sweden, barns have been a common feature in the 

landscape of Norrland. The barns were often placed by meadows far from the houses. 

They were used to store the dry hay for the winter since it was easier to transport on 

the winter roads. Today hay is stored in hay bales. The barns has lost it’s purpose and 

are often used as regular storage or left to decay.

REPRODUCING THE BARN
Arvesund is a company based in Åre, Norrland. The company is specialised in houses 

designed to resemble the old barns of Norrland. According to Arvesund, the form and 

expression of the barn is a foundation of their houses and sheds. The basic idea is that 

a house from Arvesund, should look like a barn when you are not there.

REUSING THE BARN
Besides the barn architecture, Arvesund specialises in buying old barns from all over 

Sweden, dismantling them and reusing the material to make interior details and 

furniture. Arvesund claims that they transfer the cultural value from the barns to their 

products.



51Images from www.arvesund.com
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SAMI HERITAGE
Denim Demon is a clothing company based in Stockholm, Sweden. The company 

was founded by the brothers Oskar Sommarlund and Anton Olsson who grew up in 

a Stockholm suburb. As the brothers grew up they discovered that their father was of 

Sami heritage. When the brothers started their clothing company they incorporated 

this new insight in their products and the whole concept of the company. As they 

write on the site of their company Denim Demon;

The dream of creating their own clothing line and make the perfect pair of jeans came 

to be intertwined with a yearning for roots and understanding of the family past.

PROJECT WARE OUT
Oskar and Antons connection to the Sami heritage became the starting point for 

”Project Ware Out”, a process where a number of Samis were given a pair of Denim 

Demon Ajja Raw. They then lived in the jeans for six months without washing them. 

After six months, the jeans were sent back to Denim Demon. A public poll was held 

to determine which pair of jeans were most popular. The three winning pairs then 

became the W/S collection called ”Project Ware Outs”.

LOCAL/GLOBAL
The three winning original pairs were shipped to Japan where the wear was copied by 

hand onto new jeans. Every little scratch, snuff can silhouette, splash of reindeer blood 

and tear from barbed wire was reproduced. The Jeans were then shipped back to 

Sweden where they were sold as a limited edition together with a picture and a story 

of the previous owners, for 3500SEK. According to the Denim Demon site; A slum-

bering identity came to life, and a sense of place that had been denied the family for 

many years reappeared and made it possible for the brothers to share the pride of the 

Sami community. And the other way around, the media attention gained by “Project 

Ware Out” has been a source of identification and pride among young Samis through-

out the land.

MARKETING HERITAGE

CALLING SHOTGUN | THE COLONY NORRLAND
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AJJA JANÅKE
JanÅke is 40 years old 
and lives in Jänsmäss-
holmen, Sweden. He was 
really motivated in the 
rally of gaining the best 
Ware Out. He’s been seen 
on local and national TV, 
interviewed on national 
radio as well as the big-
gest daily news papers in 
Scandinavia. JanÅke also 
gained around 400 new 
female friends on Face-
book thanks to the Ware 
Out project.

AJJA RAW
The original jeans that was 
given to the Samis.

AJJA PER-HENRIK
Per-Henrik is 32 years 
old and he lives in Jäns-
mässholmen, Sweden. A 
small village with only 27 
habitants. Per-Henrik once 
shot an elk during hunt-
ing, which he took care 
of later that night. This 
totally drenched his jeans 
in blood. Luckily the snow 
and a quick rinse helped 
them look and smell good 
(well, better) again.

AJJA PER GUTTORM
Per Guttorm is 22 years 
old and lives in Saltfjellet, 
Norway. He’s been wear-
ing his jeans both day 
and night, in blistering 
cold as well as heavy rain. 
Per Guttorm likes to ride 
his Motocross in the fells, 
which ruined the bottom 
hem of his jeans. Luckily 
he has a mom who’s good 
with the sewing machine. 
He also forgot something 
in the left pocket of his 
jeans…

Today the company is selling everything from modern Sami beak shoes and knitted versions of 
the traditional Sami gákti to shorts with Sami prints and a limited edition of their own brand of 
Aquavit.Po Tidholm writes in his book Norrland, about the Sami culture in Sweden today;
The Sami culture was so tied to the conditions of life that each tradition preservation efforts 
risked becoming a spectacle. Everything that used to be linked is now separated. The jojk, that 
was once religiously charged, is now a kind of song, the skilled craftsmanship that previously was 
devoted to utilitarian objects have now become handicraft art. Old tools are now ornaments.
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REGIONAL DARWINISM
CALLING SHOTGUN | DEATH OF THE HINTERLANDS

The resource extraction has not only had vast consequences on the 

environment but it has also largely determined how and where Norrland 

has been inhabited. Industries such as the forest industry, mines and 

hydro power plants attracted investors and to host the workers societies 

popped up even in remote areas with no previous infrastructure. In many 

cases entire villages were built by companies in need of workers. During 

the record years of 1945-1967 industrial success seemed to be endless, 

the constantly increased production was presumed to continue until the 

end of time. The oil crisis of 1974-1975 in combination with globalization 

and world wide competition became the sudden death to many of these 

societies that were only recently built with an unquestioned optimistic 

view of the future. As the profitability disappeared so did the jobs and 

since many of these places were remotely located and other alterna-

tives for jobs were few or non-existing, it led to depopulation. Today the 

famous Swedish well fare is being dismantled and privatised, making it 

even more difficult to live in the hinterlands of Norrland. The basic social 

security and services that was meant to be for everyone, is now provid-

ed based on a commercial market. Sparsely populated areas that does 

not make up a profitable market base are of no interest to private health 

companies and grocery store owners, they end up lacking postal servic-

es, reliable internet and telephone connection and they are not within 

the range of any real media coverage.

...regions are knocked out because they are not competitive enough. 
This shift is not democratically anchored, it has not been preceded by 
any debate or discussion in either the community or the elected Par-
liament, but it is just a rather strange slippage that has occurred for 
the past 15-20 years. It han where one should blame oneself for living 
in a place where they can not be bothered to deliver mail or social 
services.

- Po Tidholm, Norrlandspodden episode 7



55Photo from LiAi study trip 2014§

Ormen Långe by Ralph Erskine in Svappavaara was completed 1965. It 

was meant to be a model community for mine workers and manage-

ment but was abandoned over time and in 2010 half of it was demol-

ished.
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BRANDING NORRLAND

CALLING SHOTGUN | DEATH OF THE HINTERLANDS

From being a socialistic well-fare society, Sweden is trying to adapt to 

a capitalistic centralized society. Private actors gain more and more 

power and the competition grows. It is all about marketing and branding. 

Sweden as a country is often marketed to the world as modern and ur-

banised, but to emphasise the image of Swedish cities as modern, other 

regions are often used as an antipode. If Stockholm is a modern, fast, 

highly educated and global city, Norrland is down to earth, slow, stupid 

and introvert.
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KIRUNA
A PURE EXPERIENCE

PAJALA
HERE YOU CAN
BE ALONE

ÖVERKALIX
IN THE HEART
OF NORRBOTTEN

GÄLLIVARE
FRESH GÄLLIVARE

ARJEPLOG
ONE ROAD,

MANY OPPORTUNITIES

VILHELMINA
WILD AND BEAUTIFUL

BERG
A PURE

NATURAL CHOICE

ÄLVSBYN
NORRBOTTEN’S GEM

BJURHOLM
SWEDEN’S
SMALLEST MUNICIPALITY

SUNDSVALL
NORRLAND’S CAPITAL

SÖDERHAMN
THE SMALL TOWN,
THE GRAND NATURE
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NORRLAND

TÄTORT

45MIN DRIVING DISTANCE

URBANISED COLONIALISM

CALLING SHOTGUN | DEATH OF THE HINTERLANDS

The denser tätort areas are increasing while the population in the less 
dense glesbygd areas are shrinking. Today the Swedish well fare society 
no longer exists to the same extent, the basic social security that was 
meant for all inhabitants is now only provided where it is profitable - 
not in sparsely populated areas. This forces municipalities to fight over 
inhabitants to keep a viable market for the basic services, the strongest 

survive and the glesbygd areas become uninhabitable.

TÄTORT (LOCALITY)
Areas with more than 3000 inhabitants and an area within 5minutes 

drive from the tätort.

GLESBYGD (SPARSELY POPULATED AREAS)
Areas with 45minutes drive or more to the closest tätort with more than 

3000 inhabitant. 

1950        1960        1970       1980       1990       2000       2010

1 100 000

900 000

700 000

500 000

300 000

100 000

Entire Norrland

POULATION CHANGES IN NORRLAND

Glesbyggd

Tätort
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NORRLAND

TÄTORT

45MIN DRIVING DISTANCE



64 Statistics from SCB (Statistics Sweden)

WHAT IS GOOD FOR UMEÅ
IS GOOD FOR THE REGION?

CALLING SHOTGUN | DEATH OF THE HINTERLANDS

Umeå is deeply involved in this desperate chase for more. More inhabit-
ants, customers and investors. If we look at the county of Västerbotten, it 
is clear that the hinterlands are drained while the urban area is growing. 
The map shows the changes in population during the period 2000-
2014. Areas with population growth are shown in light grey and shrink-
ing areas in darker grey. The yellow people symbolize immigrants from 
municipalities within the county while grey ones are migrating to another 
municipality within the county. During this period 5918 people moved 
from other municipalities in Västerbotten to Umeå, that is more than the 
current inhabitants in the two smallest municipalities Åsele and Bjurholm, 
combined. With the slogan ’Umeå wants more’, and the official aim of 
200.000 inhabitants by 2050 it is no secret that Umeå wants to grow.
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UMEÅ

Areas with decreasing population

Areas with increasing population

400 people migrating from
municipalities within the county

400 people emmigrating to
municipalities within the county
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PLACE

WAY FINDING
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UMEÅ - CAPITAL OF NORRLAND, 
CULTURE OR WHATEVER

WAY FINDING | THE END OF PUBLIC SPACE

Umeå has a strong history of socialist movements and has been seen 

as one of the last outposts resisting neo-capitalism, this does no longer 

apply. The political debate is made inaccessible to the citizens and de-

cisions of demolishing public space and commons in favour of utopian 

shopping promises and unaffordable housing, take place behind closed 

curtains. The citizens are left in the dark wondering whether private 

companies and real estate owners are really the ones in charge. A new 

cultural house has been built and despite a large opposition from the 

citizens the public library was moved to this new institution. A block of 

housing and offices was demolished in the main square to make place 

for a new shopping mall. The central site for gatherings, manifestations 

and performances was demolished under questionable circumstanc-

es, again despite of a large opposition. Umeå is undergoing many big 

changes, the city is being remodelled and branded to become an attrac-

tive node - the capital of Norrland, but the remodelling is being done 

without considering the existing - new is always better. Umeå is becom-

ing yet another copy paste city looking for success with the help of a 

bad facelift while ignoring the internal bleeding.

The official motto is ”Umeå Wants More”. It is unclear what it really is 

that we want more of, but that Umeå wants to become more and to 

grow big is for sure. The web page of Umeå municipality clearly states 

that through an attractive and vivid city centre the goal of 200.000 

inhabitants by 2050 can be reached and by doing so even more inhab-

itants and companies will come to Umeå. It seems as if the city is so 

caught up in the chase of more that it has forgotten to care for what is 

already there. Attention is directed towards the future, to future inhabit-

ants and investors, quantity over quality. The city budget is poured into 

projects of fine culture and shiny architecture meant to attract tourists, 

consumers and investors. Modern cities, especially small and remote 

ones like Umeå, has to market themselves and compete with each other, 

all in accordance with the economic system that may not be questioned.

The housing situation is said to be solved by building more, but what 

is being built and what is needed does not seem to match up. Instead 
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of meeting the lack of housing with affordable rentals, centrally located 

hotels are being built in an impressive pace to host all of the expected 

tourists and business travellers. As the crown on top of the new Utopian 

shopping mall 10 luxury row houses sits with a market value of 6 million 

SEK each, this latest addition is the most expensive in Umeå.

Parking and car parks are also becoming a big and vital part of central 

Umeå, despite the idea of a car free city centre. The existing bathhouse 

is being replaced by a new one. The new bathhouse was meant to be 

of much larger scale but the size has drastically decreased due to the 

central location and limited space, still 2 of the 5 floors are dedicated to 

parking.

A city consisting of luxury housing, hotels, parking and tourist attractions 

might be good from an economical point of view, but what about the 

people who live their lives in such city? 

While the city is occupied with becoming more, there is an opportunity 

to intervene and to start aiming at another goal. Is there a way that we 

can stop acting as competitors in the consumption economy and start 

living together in a commonistic society?

Umeå is by no means a unique case, this degeneration of well-fare sys-

tems, privatization of cities and the dismantling of democratic systems 

is systematically going on all over the globe, it is merely the effects of an 

economic system based on constant growth and market driven compe-

tition. This system that has been taken for granted for so long is finally 

facing its inescapable dead end and we need to find new ways. 

Is it possible to downsize instead of growing, can we decrease our 
standards while increasing our quality of life?
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NO M2 OWNER   VALUE
1 3020 MOFAB   14 449 000
2 2061 BALTICGRUPPEN   10 215 000
3 960 FASTIGHETSBOLAGET TRATTKANTARELLEN AB 0
4 962 FASTIGHETSBOLAGET TRATTKANTARELLEN AB 3 105 000
5 4210 DRAGONEN FASTIGHETER AB  46 226 000
6 4213 NORRPORTEN   61 600 000
7 1776 NORRPORTEN   26 750 000
8 1256 BOSTADEN   19 127 000
9 746 BOSTADEN   9 986 000
10 1280 BOSTADEN   14 513 000
11 1258 UMEÅ MUNICIPALITY  13 315 000
12 1233 UMEÅ NYKTERHETSVÄNNERS BYGGNADSFÖRENING 0
13 1255 UMEÅ MUNICIPALITY  15 595 000
14 1238 FRÄLSNINGSARMÉN  0
15 1588 PRIVATE OWNER   10 076 000
16 2199 FASTIGHETS AKTIEBOLAGET TEGELHÖRNAN 41 688 000
17 1054 FASTIGHETS AKTIEBOLAGET TEGELHÖRNAN 27 120 000
18 2016 LERSTENEN KONTOR AB  41 600 000
19 4543 H H FASTIGHETS AB  85 545 000
20 4941 NORRPORTEN   84 800 000
21 1218 UMEÅ MUNICIPALITY  0
22 4048 BOSTADEN   0
23 834 BRF SWEA   13 671 000
24 411 PRIVATE OWNER   0
25 110 PRIVATE OWNER   2 299 000
26 108 PRIVATE OWNER   2 294 000
27 108 PRIVATE OWNER   2 307 000
28 112 PRIVATE OWNER   2 128 000
29 1197 UMEHEM FYRA AB  8 745 000
30 1220 BRF STÄDET   15 279 000
31 2071 FASTIGHETS AKTIEBOLAGET TEGELHÖRNAN 38 823 000
32 1054 LERSTENEN FÖRVALTNING AB  9 278 000
33 1032 PRIVATE OWNER   5 339 000
34 1252 UMEHEM FYRA AB  16 847 000
35 2500 UMEHEM FYRA AB  29 600 000
36 1272 ELIMFÖRSAMLINGEN UMEÅ  0
37 2491 UMEHEM FYRA AB  27 600 000
38 1236 FASTIGHETSBOLAGET AUDUMBLA 4 25 809 000
39 1235 FASTIGHETS AB UMAN  11 570 000
40 1260 PRIVATE OWNER   13 039 000
41 1239 UMEHEM FYRA AB  33 020 000
42 2454 BRA 4 AB   77 600 000
43 1523 BALTICGRUPPEN CENTRUM AB  19 147 000
44 1206 BALTICGRUPPEN CENTRUM AB  38 800 000
45 8173 UMEÅ KOMMUN   38 001 000
46 5021 FASTIGHETSBOLAGET ARKEN HB  44 800 000
47 2127 BRF UMEÅHUS NR 32  44 840 000
48 31 UMEÅ MUNICIPALITY  0
49 1182 HAFORS AB OCH BRINKEN I UMEÅ AB 3 520 000
50 1363 BJÖRKSKRUVEN 22 I UMEÅ AB  3 740 000
51 3004 DIÖS   34 200 000
52 405 UMEÅ MUNICIPALITY  0
53 3807 BRF HEDE   104 500 000
54 1325 BRF KRAFTEN I UMEÅ  10 978 000
55 926 BRF HEDE   104 500 000
56 1482 NORRPORTEN   20 825 000
57 720 BRF KRAFTEN   15 911 000
58 766 PRIVATE OWNER   8 958 000
59 1154 LÄNSFÖRSÄKRINGAR  18 049 000
60 2320 FASTIGHETSBOLAGET FABRIKEN AB 0
61 815 LÄNSFÖRSÄKRINGAR  17 318 000
62 1131 LÄNSFÖRSÄKRINGAR  18 945 000
63 3120 LÄNSFÖRSÄKRINGAR  60 095 000 

NO M2 OWNER   VALUE
64 2788 UMEHEM FYRA AB  60 200 000
65 38181 FASTIGHETSBOLAGET UMAN  76 000 000
66 1142 AB KEDJAN   14 419 000
67 1151 BYGGNADS AB KEDJAN  7 414 000
68 1252 FASTIGHETS AB DÖBELN  17 498 000
69 2817 FASTIGHETSBOALGET UP2 I UMEÅ AB 56 400 000
70 1508 HSB UMEÅ EKFÖR  39 945 000
71 1488 FASTIGHETSBOLAGET SCHERDALDER 4 53 400 000
72 1571 ET WIKNER FASTIGHETSFÖRVALTNING AB 24 470 000
73 1656 PRIVATE OWNER   39 266 000
74 1587 DIGMO CENTRUM AB  75 000 000
75 4810 HANDELSBOLAGET NÄVERN  239 666 000
76 1971 DIGMO CENTRUM AB  75 800 000
77 1348 FÖRENINGSSPARBANKEN AB  46 800 000
78 382 BALTICGRUPPEN CENTRAL AB  6 940 000
79 1554 VÄVEN I UMEÅ AB  0
80 3656 BALTICGRUPPEN CENTRUM AB  22 600 000
81 884 UMEÅ MUNICIPALITY  22 000 000
82 1267 BRF BÅGEN   76 362 000
83 1265 BRF BÅGEN   76 362 000
84 2537 BRF MINNET   32 928 000
85 2698 BRF ESPLANADEN  35 697 000
86 2908 PROFIL HOTELS   67 160 000
87 979 PRIVATE OWNER   6 923 000
88 3491 FASTIGHETS AB UMAN  55 200 000
89 965 FASTIGHETS AB UMAN  2 641 000
90 3993 DIÖS   60 832 000
91 5006 UMEÅ MUNICIPALITY  100 916 000
92 3663 UMEÅ FOLKETSHUSFÖRENING  0
93 8229 BALTICGRUPPEN CENTRUMHANDEL AB 252 800 000
94 1752 FASTIGHETSBOLAGE OLSSON-ÅSTRÖM HB 76 600 000
95 740 UMEÅ MUNICIPALITY  6 664 000
96 3145 UMEHUS AB   92 369 000
97 3864 TOR K/B UMEHUS AB  92 224 000
98 1584 HANDELSBANKEN FASTIGHETER AB 15 109 000
99 746 STORSTADEN I NORRLAND AB  13 648 000
100 2515 FASTIGHETSBOLAGET FILMEN I UMEÅ AB 8 026 000
101 1038 PINGSTKYRKAN UMEÅ  8 470 000
102 948 NNJ FÖRVALTNING AB  4 759 000
103 8862 UMEÅ MUICIPALITY  0
104 875 BRF OPERATERASSEN  11 264 000
105 864 PRIVATE OWNER   4 172 000
106 5768 UMEÅ MUNICIPALITY  0
107 926 UMEÅ MUNICIPALITY  0
108 5721 UPAB   63 959 000
109 501 BALTICGRUPPEN CENTRUM AB  34 714 000
110 990 EFS MISSIONSFÖRENING  0
111 5333 DIÖS   168 310 000
112 6817 NORRTORNET UMEÅ HB  79 306 000
113 2346 UMEÅ MUNICIPALITY (H/B RAN)  36 000 000
114 2158 BRF RAN 2   14 642 000
115 2619 BALTICGRUPPEN CENTRUM AB  19 101 000
116 2704 KFUK-KFUM   0
117 1105 GAZETTE   0
118 1594 BOSTADEN   20 428 000
119 1170 PRIVATE OWNER   4 005 000
120 1093 MOFAB   13 347 000
121 1204 BF HUS AB   11 092 000
122 1198 BOSTADEN   10 192 000
123 4471 BOSTADEN   64 748 000
124 8584 UMEÅ MUNICIPALITY  0
125 2416 LERSTENEN   0
126 5939 UMEÅ MUNICIPALITY  0
127 8901 UMEÅ PASTORAT   0

BALTICGRUPEN + MUNICIPALITY
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On a local scale the constant competition for more deeply affects how the city of 
Umeå is being built, it results in a place, a city constructed for customers where 
public places are sacrificed for consumption spaces. The central parts of Umeå are 
planned to be car free and dedicated to smaller scale shopping, providing a profitable 
landscape for stores and property owners Many of the buildings within the area are 
owned by private companies and even the smallest plot has high value. The properties 
with a tax value of 0 are owned by cultural associations exempt from these taxes.

WAY FINDING | THE END OF PUBLIC SPACE

OWNERSHIP
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NO M2 OWNER   VALUE
1 3020 MOFAB   14 449 000
2 2061 BALTICGRUPPEN   10 215 000
3 960 FASTIGHETSBOLAGET TRATTKANTARELLEN AB 0
4 962 FASTIGHETSBOLAGET TRATTKANTARELLEN AB 3 105 000
5 4210 DRAGONEN FASTIGHETER AB  46 226 000
6 4213 NORRPORTEN   61 600 000
7 1776 NORRPORTEN   26 750 000
8 1256 BOSTADEN   19 127 000
9 746 BOSTADEN   9 986 000
10 1280 BOSTADEN   14 513 000
11 1258 UMEÅ MUNICIPALITY  13 315 000
12 1233 UMEÅ NYKTERHETSVÄNNERS BYGGNADSFÖRENING 0
13 1255 UMEÅ MUNICIPALITY  15 595 000
14 1238 FRÄLSNINGSARMÉN  0
15 1588 PRIVATE OWNER   10 076 000
16 2199 FASTIGHETS AKTIEBOLAGET TEGELHÖRNAN 41 688 000
17 1054 FASTIGHETS AKTIEBOLAGET TEGELHÖRNAN 27 120 000
18 2016 LERSTENEN KONTOR AB  41 600 000
19 4543 H H FASTIGHETS AB  85 545 000
20 4941 NORRPORTEN   84 800 000
21 1218 UMEÅ MUNICIPALITY  0
22 4048 BOSTADEN   0
23 834 BRF SWEA   13 671 000
24 411 PRIVATE OWNER   0
25 110 PRIVATE OWNER   2 299 000
26 108 PRIVATE OWNER   2 294 000
27 108 PRIVATE OWNER   2 307 000
28 112 PRIVATE OWNER   2 128 000
29 1197 UMEHEM FYRA AB  8 745 000
30 1220 BRF STÄDET   15 279 000
31 2071 FASTIGHETS AKTIEBOLAGET TEGELHÖRNAN 38 823 000
32 1054 LERSTENEN FÖRVALTNING AB  9 278 000
33 1032 PRIVATE OWNER   5 339 000
34 1252 UMEHEM FYRA AB  16 847 000
35 2500 UMEHEM FYRA AB  29 600 000
36 1272 ELIMFÖRSAMLINGEN UMEÅ  0
37 2491 UMEHEM FYRA AB  27 600 000
38 1236 FASTIGHETSBOLAGET AUDUMBLA 4 25 809 000
39 1235 FASTIGHETS AB UMAN  11 570 000
40 1260 PRIVATE OWNER   13 039 000
41 1239 UMEHEM FYRA AB  33 020 000
42 2454 BRA 4 AB   77 600 000
43 1523 BALTICGRUPPEN CENTRUM AB  19 147 000
44 1206 BALTICGRUPPEN CENTRUM AB  38 800 000
45 8173 UMEÅ KOMMUN   38 001 000
46 5021 FASTIGHETSBOLAGET ARKEN HB  44 800 000
47 2127 BRF UMEÅHUS NR 32  44 840 000
48 31 UMEÅ MUNICIPALITY  0
49 1182 HAFORS AB OCH BRINKEN I UMEÅ AB 3 520 000
50 1363 BJÖRKSKRUVEN 22 I UMEÅ AB  3 740 000
51 3004 DIÖS   34 200 000
52 405 UMEÅ MUNICIPALITY  0
53 3807 BRF HEDE   104 500 000
54 1325 BRF KRAFTEN I UMEÅ  10 978 000
55 926 BRF HEDE   104 500 000
56 1482 NORRPORTEN   20 825 000
57 720 BRF KRAFTEN   15 911 000
58 766 PRIVATE OWNER   8 958 000
59 1154 LÄNSFÖRSÄKRINGAR  18 049 000
60 2320 FASTIGHETSBOLAGET FABRIKEN AB 0
61 815 LÄNSFÖRSÄKRINGAR  17 318 000
62 1131 LÄNSFÖRSÄKRINGAR  18 945 000
63 3120 LÄNSFÖRSÄKRINGAR  60 095 000 

NO M2 OWNER   VALUE
64 2788 UMEHEM FYRA AB  60 200 000
65 38181 FASTIGHETSBOLAGET UMAN  76 000 000
66 1142 AB KEDJAN   14 419 000
67 1151 BYGGNADS AB KEDJAN  7 414 000
68 1252 FASTIGHETS AB DÖBELN  17 498 000
69 2817 FASTIGHETSBOALGET UP2 I UMEÅ AB 56 400 000
70 1508 HSB UMEÅ EKFÖR  39 945 000
71 1488 FASTIGHETSBOLAGET SCHERDALDER 4 53 400 000
72 1571 ET WIKNER FASTIGHETSFÖRVALTNING AB 24 470 000
73 1656 PRIVATE OWNER   39 266 000
74 1587 DIGMO CENTRUM AB  75 000 000
75 4810 HANDELSBOLAGET NÄVERN  239 666 000
76 1971 DIGMO CENTRUM AB  75 800 000
77 1348 FÖRENINGSSPARBANKEN AB  46 800 000
78 382 BALTICGRUPPEN CENTRAL AB  6 940 000
79 1554 VÄVEN I UMEÅ AB  0
80 3656 BALTICGRUPPEN CENTRUM AB  22 600 000
81 884 UMEÅ MUNICIPALITY  22 000 000
82 1267 BRF BÅGEN   76 362 000
83 1265 BRF BÅGEN   76 362 000
84 2537 BRF MINNET   32 928 000
85 2698 BRF ESPLANADEN  35 697 000
86 2908 PROFIL HOTELS   67 160 000
87 979 PRIVATE OWNER   6 923 000
88 3491 FASTIGHETS AB UMAN  55 200 000
89 965 FASTIGHETS AB UMAN  2 641 000
90 3993 DIÖS   60 832 000
91 5006 UMEÅ MUNICIPALITY  100 916 000
92 3663 UMEÅ FOLKETSHUSFÖRENING  0
93 8229 BALTICGRUPPEN CENTRUMHANDEL AB 252 800 000
94 1752 FASTIGHETSBOLAGE OLSSON-ÅSTRÖM HB 76 600 000
95 740 UMEÅ MUNICIPALITY  6 664 000
96 3145 UMEHUS AB   92 369 000
97 3864 TOR K/B UMEHUS AB  92 224 000
98 1584 HANDELSBANKEN FASTIGHETER AB 15 109 000
99 746 STORSTADEN I NORRLAND AB  13 648 000
100 2515 FASTIGHETSBOLAGET FILMEN I UMEÅ AB 8 026 000
101 1038 PINGSTKYRKAN UMEÅ  8 470 000
102 948 NNJ FÖRVALTNING AB  4 759 000
103 8862 UMEÅ MUICIPALITY  0
104 875 BRF OPERATERASSEN  11 264 000
105 864 PRIVATE OWNER   4 172 000
106 5768 UMEÅ MUNICIPALITY  0
107 926 UMEÅ MUNICIPALITY  0
108 5721 UPAB   63 959 000
109 501 BALTICGRUPPEN CENTRUM AB  34 714 000
110 990 EFS MISSIONSFÖRENING  0
111 5333 DIÖS   168 310 000
112 6817 NORRTORNET UMEÅ HB  79 306 000
113 2346 UMEÅ MUNICIPALITY (H/B RAN)  36 000 000
114 2158 BRF RAN 2   14 642 000
115 2619 BALTICGRUPPEN CENTRUM AB  19 101 000
116 2704 KFUK-KFUM   0
117 1105 GAZETTE   0
118 1594 BOSTADEN   20 428 000
119 1170 PRIVATE OWNER   4 005 000
120 1093 MOFAB   13 347 000
121 1204 BF HUS AB   11 092 000
122 1198 BOSTADEN   10 192 000
123 4471 BOSTADEN   64 748 000
124 8584 UMEÅ MUNICIPALITY  0
125 2416 LERSTENEN   0
126 5939 UMEÅ MUNICIPALITY  0
127 8901 UMEÅ PASTORAT   0

BALTICGRUPEN + MUNICIPALITY
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Wash, wait, hang, dry, wait, fold, reapply.
Repetitive routines with shared means.
Conversations on paper, names on a list, a forgotten appointment, laun-
dry is missed. 
A familiar face of neighbourly trace.

Sorry, the time, you know how it is.
You can stay, I’m just using this.

Thank you that’s sweet, it was nice to meet.
Have I seen you before, where are you living, what floor?

Meeting is over, new times to come. Laundry room commons are over 
and done.
Technology laundry with preprogrammed key. No neighbourly face, 
privacy, me.

New is always better and more is more. UMEÅ VILL MER. UMEÅ WANTS 
MORE.

Tear down, demolish, clean up, get rid of the old.

Umeå wants to be modern forever, top of the class, a capital of whatever.
Capital of culture of capital, capital of spectacle oppression, anything to 
avoid a knee deep recession.
Ahead of the game ignoring the world that has done all the same.
Private company gods wearing a crown, worshipped by citizens, obeyed 
by the town.

NEVER QUESTION THE MONEYMAKER

Public opinion, right and space is forgotten in the tenacious chase for a 
cultural consumption happy face. 

Clean up, replace.

On top of the utopian cake of consumption the icing is 10 times 6 million 
kroner of luxury housing. The recipe is simple, get rid of the old, add 
more of the new, redo, redo. More marketing, more culture, more tourists, 
more money, more inhabitants more freedom more choice, more more 
more. 

UMEÅ WANTS MORE.

In this blind rase of keeping up and staying ahead, Umeå has forgot-
ten the thought of living together, only knows how to be more but not 
better.

WAY FINDING | THE END OF PUBLIC SPACE

URBANISATION AND THE CAPITAL 
OF WHATEVER
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The municipal housing company said ”We plan ahead”.
Talks about socially and economically sustainable solutions. About as 
believable as new years resolutions.
8 years, 9 months of your life you have to give to get a Bostaden apart-
ment in Umeå to live.

There is no place for those who have less, there is no room for discussion 
about the big city mess.
Laws and regulations are working together to build more but not better.
Affordable housing is not on the map, standards are high and so is the 
class gap.

0.5 parking lot per home, it’s written in stone, it’s written in ink, just drive, 
don’t think. The way that it is the way that is true, a city for me, I don’t 
care about you.

This city has lost its compassion, its ground, its common, its shared on 
which it was found.
Don’t look back, full speed ahead, eyes on the ground, gear up, head 
down, chicken race of cities, what a beautiful town!

The meaning forgotten in an endless race, let’s try to remember, slow 
down the pace.
Where can we meet? What is yours? What is mine?

2 point 5 by 5 the end of this drive. Park, parking, parking a lot, parking a 
lott, parking allotment.

It’s not much of a space this urban square piece, but it is there and it is 
available for us to lease.
One for you, one for me, one for our neighbour and now we have three.

A space that was lost within the city tracks, forgotten it fell through the 
cracks.
No rules apply, you can rent but not really buy.
Do what you want, whatever you please, a sauna, a home, a moment to 
seize.

Living, loving, parking. Together, in common, a lot to live life on. Let’s 
hijack these sites of urban oblivion!

A healthy disease spreading around, our freedom of life no longer by 
site is bound. A movable shared cruising the town, without, within, let 
the journey begin!
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MEASURING THE LOT

WAY FINDING | DEFINING THE LOT

The measurements of parking lots can vary depending on when they were con-
structed and how the access area is formed. The most common lots are number 3 
and 8. The format of number 8 is mainly used as off street parking.

2.
90° angles 
with me-
dium wide 
access road

4.
90° angles 
stand-
ardized 
accessible 
parking 

1.
90° angles 
with wide 
access road

3.
90° angles 
with narrow 
access road
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8.
90° angles with 
lots placed along 
the access road, 
narrow but re-
quires spacing

7.
45° angles with 
narrow access 
road

6.
60° angles can 
be constructed 
with narrow 
access roads

5.
90° angles with 
wide access road



80 Ridvägen, Umeå 2015.03.20
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WHO IS ALLOWED IN THE LOT?

WAY FINDING | DEFINING THE LOT

If we look at one of those parking lots with signage that tells me what 

is allowed, who cares what I park there? Can i pay for a lot and park a 

wheelbarrow there? 

No, it has to be a motor 
vehicle. (...) A wheelbar-
row is not a vehicle...

Interview with UPAB 2015.02.25
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DEFINITION OF MOTOR VEHICLE

WAY FINDING | DEFINING THE LOT

A motor vehicle that is in-
tended to be used mainly 
on the road, whether it is 
complete or not, and that 
is set up

1. mainly to independently 
use for person- or goods 
transportation or 

2. for purposes other than 
those referred to under 1, 
if the vehicle is not to be 
considered a tractor or, 
self-propelled machinery. 
Motor vehicles are classi-
fied in cars, motorcycles 
and mopeds.

Definition of motor vehicle,

Law (SFA2001:559) on road traffic definitions
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WAY FINDING | DEFINING THE LOT

A motor vehicle fitted 
with three or more wheels 
or runners or with bands 
that are not to be consid-
ered as a motorcycle or 
a moped. Cars classified 
as passenger cars, trucks 
and buses.

Definition of car, Law (SFA2001:559) on road traffic definitions



87Parking for spark (kicksled) outside Kiruna town hall 2014.05.03
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CONSTRUCTING A VEHICLE

WAY FINDING | DEFINING THE LOT

The definitions of what is allowed on a parking lot, are fuzzy but good enough to be 

able to create an apparatus that could be legal in a lot. The platform is in the standard 

parking lot format of 2.5 x 5 meters. It has four wheels, making it a car by definition if 

we think of the people pushing it as the motor.
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OPEN PARKING
408 LOTS   5100M2

CAR PARKS
1101 LOTS  13762M2

1509 LOTS   18862M2

ARKEN

SKRUVEN

SKEPPSBRON

THE EXTENT OF PARKING IN UMEÅ

WAY FINDING | PARKING LOT INVENTORY

LOWEST PRICED PARKING LOT 334SEK/m2
(Skeppsbron) 

67m2 5 parking lots

AVERAGE HOUSING PRICE IN UMEÅ
1 m2

THE AVERAGE HOUSING PRICE IN UMEÅ IS 22500SEK/M2
FOR THE SAME PRICE ONE COULD RENT UP TO FIVE PARKING LOTS OR 67M2

HIGHEST PRICED PARKING LOTS 605SEK/m2
(Arken, Skruven)

37m2 3 parking lots
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OPEN PARKING
408 LOTS   5100M2

CAR PARKS
1101 LOTS  13762M2

1509 LOTS   18862M2

ARKEN

SKRUVEN

SKEPPSBRON

In the central area of Umeå there are 

1509 parking lots (not counting off 

street parking) owned by the munici-

pal parking company UPAB. Together 

they take up a surface of 18862m2. 

The cost of renting the same area 

in housing would be over 424million 

SEK per month.
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WAY FINDING | PARKING LOT INVENTORY

Overheard conversation by the entrance to the car park Nanna 2015.02.21

THE ROLE OF PARKING

- Are people living there or what?

- I have no idea. It’s a bath-
house. It’s a bathhouse! Wasn’t 
it supposed to be... It is de-
finitively something popular. 
(Walking towards the entrance 
and looking at the door.)

- What was it?

- I have no idea, we’ll have to 
google it.



93Exit from car park Vasagatan 72015.05.10



OCCUPIED PARKING LOTS IN UMEÅ
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WAY FINDING | PARKING LOT INVENTORY

Dragonen
Run by UPAB
Car park con-
nected to ham-
burger restaurant.

Audumbla
Run by Q Park

Rind 5
Run by UPAB

Höder
Run by UPAB
Hidden location 
in courtyard 

Arken
Run by UPAB

Parketten
Run by UPAB
Car park con-
nected to grocery 
store

Götgatan 4
Run by Q Park

Vasaskolan
Run by UPAB

Skruven
Run by Q Park
Connected to 
parking num-
ber 4. Fines are 
often handed to 
drivers acciden-
tally paying for 
tickets in parking 
number 4 instead 
of number 3. 

Skeppsbron
Run by UPAB

Vale
Run by UPAB
Located on 
rooftop.

Nanna
Run by UPAB
The headquarters 
of UPAB are lo-
cated in the same 
building.
Connected to 
Vasaplan, the 
main node for 
public transport.

Skruven
Run by UPAB
Connected to 
number 3. A 
common issue 
with drivers buy-
ing tickets for the 
wrong part of the 
parking. 

Rind
Run by UPAB

Vasagatan 7
Run by Q Park
Located on a 
rooftop with 
great view. Con-
nected to a gym 
and shops.

Mimer
Run by UPAB
Parts of the area 
are not available 
due to refur-
bishment of the 
close by building 
Mimer.

1

5

9

13

2

6

10

14

3

7

11

15

4

8

12

16
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1 2

8
9

14
15

16
13

11

12

10

3
4

6

5

7

ZONE A 25SEK PER HOUR

ZONE B 18SEK PER HOUR

HEATER

ROOF

LONG TERM LEASE AVAILABLEZONE C 7SEK PER HOUR

PARKING
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PARKING FEES

WAY FINDING | PARKING LOT INVENTORY

Dragonen
Run by UPAB
Car park con-
nected to ham-
burger restaurant.

Audumbla
Run by Q Park

Rind 5
Run by UPAB

Höder
Run by UPAB
Hidden location 
in courtyard 

Arken
Run by UPAB

Parketten
Run by UPAB
Car park con-
nected to grocery 
store

Götgatan 4
Run by Q Park

Vasaskolan
Run by UPAB

Skruven
Run by Q Park
Connected to 
parking num-
ber 4. Fines are 
often handed to 
drivers acciden-
tally paying for 
tickets in parking 
number 4 instead 
of number 3. 

Skeppsbron
Run by UPAB

Vale
Run by UPAB
Located on 
rooftop.

Nanna
Run by UPAB
The headquarters 
of UPAB are lo-
cated in the same 
building.
Connected to 
Vasaplan, the 
main node for 
public transport.

Skruven
Run by UPAB
Connected to 
number 3. A 
common issue 
with drivers buy-
ing tickets for the 
wrong part of the 
parking. 

Rind
Run by UPAB

Vasagatan 7
Run by Q Park
Located on a 
rooftop with 
great view. Con-
nected to a gym 
and shops.

Mimer
Run by UPAB
Parts of the area 
are not available 
due to refur-
bishment of the 
close by building 
Mimer.

65

21

109

1413

7

3

11

15

8

4

12

16
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A HOME IN A LOT

WAY FINDING | PARKING LOT INVENTORY

Is it possible to make a home in a parking lot? Swedish housing stand-

ards make small scale housing difficult but if parking lot housing would 

be exempted from those rules, they could be turned into urban small 

scale plots.

The price to rent a parking lot is low compared to the housing prices in 

Umeå. The average price for housing is 22500SEK/m2 or 281250SEK for 

the size of a parking lot. The cost of renting a parking lot in Umeå central 

area ranges from 4174-7560SEK/month. Parking lots in the car park Nan-

na can be leased for 800SEK per month.



99



100

BREAKING THE RULES - SKATING

WAY FINDING | REGULATORY DEVICES OF PARKING

Parking lots are often accompanied by a large number of signs regulat-

ing how, when and by whom the lots can be used. In the car park Nanna 

in central Umeå there is a particular sign saying that skateboarding and 

roller blading  is not allowed in the car park and that if it is violated, 

formal legal actions will be taken. In an interview with the local parking 

department (UPAB) responsible for Nanna the sign was explained as a 

way to ensure safety, but today there is no problem with skateboarders 

in Nanna.

The coexistence of cars and skateboarders could of course be hazard-

ous, but now and then car parks are close to empty, making it an ideal 

setting for skateboarding. Two skateboard ramps consisting of two piec-

es each that fits in a single lot when assembled could easily be parked 

during the day to be shuffled at night becoming a skateboard ramp 

stretching covers three lots. The ramp built pieces of the ramp only cov-

ers two lots but they are placed with the distance of one parking lot that 

becomes part of the ramp. The subtle negotiation of space would make 

any driver think twice before parking in the lot between the ramps, and 

the skateboarders are given a discount, three lots at the price of two, if 

they choose to pay that is. The pieces are all equipped with wheels and 

they can be strapped together and stored within a lot like any other 

vehicle, but the wheels also enable a quick transport in case of an over-

crowded car park or an upset parking guard.
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W
W

W
W

W
W

W
W

W
W

DO YOU WANT SOME 
HELP TO MOVE THAT 
MOUNTAIN?

I NEED A DRINK, 
SHOULD WE CLOSE 
THE CURTAINS?

MAYBE ITS AN ART 
INSTALLATION?

IS THAT 
A CAR??

YES I LEARNED IT AS 
I WENT ALONG, BUT 
THE NEIGHBOURS 
HELPED A LOT TO

DID YOU REALLY 
BUILD THIS ON 
YOUR OWN?

DAD DID YOU PARK 
THE CAR IN SOME-
ONES GARDEN?
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BREAKING THE RULES - SKATING

WAY FINDING | REGULATORY DEVICES OF PARKING

The pieces are all equipped with wheels and they can be strapped to-

gether and stored within a lot like any other vehicle, but the wheels also 

enable a quick transport in case of an overcrowded car park or an upset 

parking guard.
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HELP TO MOVE THAT 
MOUNTAIN?

I NEED A DRINK, 
SHOULD WE CLOSE 
THE CURTAINS?

MAYBE ITS AN ART 
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YES I LEARNED IT AS 
I WENT ALONG, BUT 
THE NEIGHBOURS 
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HELP TO MOVE THAT 
MOUNTAIN?

I NEED A DRINK, 
SHOULD WE CLOSE 
THE CURTAINS?

MAYBE ITS AN ART 
INSTALLATION?

IS THAT 
A CAR??

YES I LEARNED IT AS 
I WENT ALONG, BUT 
THE NEIGHBOURS 
HELPED A LOT TO

DID YOU REALLY 
BUILD THIS ON 
YOUR OWN?

DAD DID YOU PARK 
THE CAR IN SOME-
ONES GARDEN?
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WAY FINDING | REGULATORY DEVICES OF PARKING

TRACKING DOWN THE RULES

  SWEDISH TRANSPORT AGENCY
  Phone call #1

Do you have any rules or regulations other than signage that 
apply to parking lots?

Then you have called a bit wrong, it is Trafikverket that is in 

charge of that.

  SWEDISH TRANSPORT AGENCY
  Phone call #2

Do you have any rules or regulations other than signage that 
apply to parking lots?

We have the traffic sign regulations, but other than that it is 

the municipality or Trafikverket that have regulations for that, we 

have no such thing. 

What does the parking sign (P) stand for?

The sign as such only means that you are allowed to stop there 

for a maximum of 24 hours.

So I could just as well use it to park a few bikes?

Yes but you are not allowed to use it in just any way, you can’t put 

a bunch of moving boxes there.

Sweden is seen as a country built on rules and regulations where we 
follow the orders and stand in line, but it is not that easy when you do 
not know the rules. To clarify how the system works and to get a better 
understanding for whom is in charge, the concerning agencies were 
contacted.
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  SWEDISH TRANSPORT ADMINISTRATION
  Phone call

Do you have any rules or regulations other than signage that 
apply to parking lots? 

They (Transportstyrelsen) are in charge of traffic rules and regu-

lations. We are not in charge of rules and what applies, but in the 

configuration and design of roads and streets.

  UMEÅ MUNICIPALITY
  Online chat

Welcome to Umeå municipality information. My name is Therese, 

how can I help you?

9.00 Hi, I am wondering what regulations apply to rented park-
ing lots. If I for example rent a parking lot from Bostaden, are 
there any laws or regulations that tell me how I am allowed to 
use the parking lot?

9.02 Please hold and I will see what I can find.

9.04Okay, thank you.

9.05 I can’t find anything in particular but contact UPAB, the 

municipal parking company and maybe they can answer your 

question.

9.07 So the municipality does not have any rules/regulations, 
but it is the private owners who set the rules for their lots?

9.07 Like I said, I can’t answer that here, contact UPAB or whoev-

er is in charge of local regulations.
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WAY FINDING | REGULATORY DEVICES OF PARKING

UPAB -
UMEÅ PARKING LTD COMPANY

Is UPAB working for an increased use of spots that have a low occupancy?

Absolutely! It’s a continuous effort how to direct the traffic to 
make people take the bus, bike and walk, that is something we 
are very concerned about to decrease car traffic and most of all 
workplace parking since the idea is that the customers in first 
instance should have access to the lots in the streets and also in 
ground level parking. So we try to direct workplace parking to 
the car parks, that is our goal.

I saw a sign in Nanna saying that skateboarding i snot allowed, is that a 

security issue or why is it not allowed?

We had problems with a lot of youths driving skateboards and 
bikes. It was mainly during weekends and so on but still it is a 
security issue, and now that it is so crowded in Nanna during the 
weekends I don’t even know if they would fit. But we had those 
problems years ago, now it’s not that much. And now we have 
a nice skate-park so hopefully they have found their place now.

There is advertisement in the car parks, is it a way to finance the business?

Absolutely not! No, the payments in parking meters is our great-
est source of income. Parking tickets is like a fart in space, we 
have a turnover of several millions. The advertisement is a way to 
give companies a possibility to be seen, it adds some colour, but 
mainly I would say it’s a service for the companies.

A lot of the advertisement seems to be marketing establishments in close 

connection to the car parks...

UPAB (UMEÅ PARKING LIMITED COMPANY)
Interview
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In Nanna we own the property and rent out so they have informa-
tion about the location and so on, it is a service for our tenants 
and a way to market them.

You have car parks in close connection to businesses such as a hamburger 

restaurant, a grocery store and a night club, are you collaborating with 

them in any way or are you merely neighbours?

Dragonen for example is an old building and there have always 
been businesses there and we started renting there many years 
ago by the property does not belong to us, we have a lease. In 
Parketten we have a collaboration with the grocery store ICA, 
there is an elevator going from ICA to the car park and we have 
an area for shopping carts. In the city centre when new estab-
lishments are being built, like the bathhouse, it is important to 
consider parking.

Are there any rules or regulations, other than signage that apply to your 

parking lots?

First of all, regarding municipal land there is always a document 
that tells what applies to a certain street for example. And there 
are also the local traffic regulations that the municipality are in 
charge of. That is what we look at when we monitor the parking. 
So it is the signage that applies and it matches the regulations. 
In tomtmark, there must be signs by every entrance saying what 
applies to that area. It is important to having a sign saying who is 
monitor the area. The landowner decides exactly what applies to 
that lot. If the land owner decides that only red cars are allowed 
to park there, and he has a sign for that, then that is that.

In private parking leases it is often specified in detail what the lot can be 

used for, it has to be a vehicle with four wheels and it can not be parked 

for too long and so on. Do you have any regulations like that?
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If a motorcycle is parked in the middle of a parking lot, and if it 
is paid for then it is completely okay.

So I could pay for a parking lot and use it to park a bunch of bikes instead?

Yes but the municipality can move the bikes, they have the right 
to do that. Parking lots are meant for motor driven vehicles.

But if we look at one of those parking lots with signage that tells me what 

is allowed, who cares what I park there? Can i pay for a lot and park a 

wheelbarrow there?

No, it has to be a motor vehicle. It is set in Trafikförordningen, 
but I don’t know exactly where. A wheelbarrow is not a vehicle, 
it has to be a registered vehicle if I put it like that.

I have heard this before, but I cannot find it in writing...

Yes but that I’m sure of, it is like that, otherwise it would be prob-
lematic. One could put a hammock and pay the parking ticket. 
It doesn’t work like that, it is meant for vehicles and that is reg-
ulated, though I don’t know exactly where but that is how it is.

I talked to the municipality and the police and neither could answer if 

parking lots are considered as public space, what would you say?

I would say it has to do with ownership. I would almost say that a 
parking that is meant for the public is public space for vehicles. 
A public space for a specific purpose, but you cant use it any 
way you want, for example you cant just abandon a vehicle there, 
then it will be towed. It is like the alcohol prohibition in public 
space, that is the public, where there are people who have access 
to being there, openly.

WAY FINDING | REGULATORY DEVICES OF PARKING
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SUBJECTIVE THOUGHTS AFTER THE INTERVIEW
• The municipally owned UPAB seems to have a close relation to local 

shops and companies and provide services such as marketing in car 

parks. This relation could be problematic in the sense that owners get 

a greater say in issues regarding parking in the central area.

• According to UPAB, private parking lot owners have the power to 

set regulations for their lots as they prefer, UPAB can then be hired 

to see to that these regulations are followed. Privately owned parking 

lots are thus not regulated by the municipality and the city planning 

related to parking lots are left in the hands of private property owners.

• The rules regarding parking lots are not very clear beyond signage, 

it almost sounds more like it is more about common sense than laws 

written in stone.
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In parking lots in private 
plots almost any terms 
can apply. If the land own-
er says it is meant for 
horses then only horses 
are allowed.

- Employee at UPAB
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BENDING THE RULES -
STRUCTURE

WAY FINDING | REGULATORY DEVICES OF PARKING

STANDING ON THE LINES - BENDING THE RULES
Laws and regulations can be tweaked or bended. In any standard park-

ing lot one can pay for the use of the 2.5x5 surface but the painted white 

lines surrounding it can not be rented, they are part of the parking lot 

infrastructure. By placing a structure on those lines another use of the lot 

could be provided when it is not occupied by a vehicle. When the struc-

ture is not in use it sits above the cars but when it is in use, the carpet 

is rolled out, the attached curtains are closed and the chairs that were 

stored on top of the structure are assembled, it becomes something 

else. The air is free as they say, and it can hardly be considered illegal to 

sit down for a while in a public lot. The structure does not stand in the 

way of parking, it stands on the borders and even though it coexists with 

the vehicles, at the same time it offers alternatives and questions the 

surrounding cars.
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DO YOU WANT SOME 
HELP TO MOVE THAT 
MOUNTAIN?

I NEED A DRINK, 
SHOULD WE CLOSE 
THE CURTAINS?

MAYBE ITS AN ART 
INSTALLATION?

IS THAT 
A CAR??

YES I LEARNED IT AS 
I WENT ALONG, BUT 
THE NEIGHBOURS 
HELPED A LOT TO

DID YOU REALLY 
BUILD THIS ON 
YOUR OWN?

DAD DID YOU PARK 
THE CAR IN SOME-
ONES GARDEN?
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LOCAL POLICE
PERMISSIONS DEPARTMENT

The right to use public space is defined in the local regulations and The 
law of order (Ordningslagen). The idea of public space as the place by, 

and for the people might not always go well together with these regula-

tions that starts to define what and who is allowed in public space. For 

this reason I wanted to find out if a parking lot is considered as public 

space, which would then mean that the same rules apply. The following 

text is a translation of a telephone interview with the permissions depart-

ment of the local police. This is the division that handles all permissions 

regarding the use of public space in Umeå.
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  LOCAL POLICE - PERMISSIONS DEPARTMENT
  Phone call

Can a parking lot be considered as public space?

If the lot is granted for public use, temporarily or not, it is public 
space. Otherwise the parking lot is intended for parking vehicles.

If I want to rent a parking lot for one hour to park four bikes instead of a 

car, is that allowed?

That is something the municipality must decide.

So you do not regulate that in any specific way?

No.

What if I am inside a car in public space, am I then considered to be in the 

car or in public space? For example, am I allowed to drink alcohol within 

the alcohol prohibition area?

No you are not allowed, then you are in public space. It is forbidden to drink 
alcohol within the entire central part of the city.

Still, if I am inside an apartment in this area I am allowed to drink alcohol...

Yes but then you are not in public space!

Exactly, but where do you draw the line? If I am in a caravan within the 

alcohol prohibition area for example?

Yes but that is temporary accommodation so you can do whatever you 
want there!  
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INTERPRETING THE RULES -
INFLATE

In a phone interview with the local police, permissions department we 

ended up talking about the alcohol prohibition in the central area in 

relation to public space. I asked if it was allowed to drink alcohol in a car 

or a caravan in a parking lot and I was told that if I would be in a caravan 

in public space, that is temporary accommodation and I can do whatev-

er I want there. What ever I want seemed tempting of course. With the 

previously tested idea of extracting electricity from the lot, I set out to 

create a simple lightweight construction that would inflate with the help 

of a fan connected to the heater. The construction is made from translu-

cent plastic and creates an enclosed space separated from the cars. The 

space can easily be transported and assembled and it provides a shelter, 

a temporary accommodation unit where you can do whatever you want.

The bubble can also be attached to the 2.5x5 wooden platform created 

in previous tests, together turning in to a mobile stage like structure with 

protection from both weather and law.
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COMMONISM

SLOWING DOWN 
DWELLING
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The city, even in its most 
privatized form, always 
relies on common agree-
ments, infrastructural net-
works, and public facilities 
that enable the sharing of 
resources and common 
goods. Framing the city 
as the materialized model 
of a major collective pro-
ject suggests another way 
of understanding contem-
porary collectives, recog-
nizing the ”hardware”, the 
urban form, as an integral 
part of the ”software” the 
social order.

- Rainer Hehl, Collectivize! Essays on the Political Economy of Urban 

Form Vol.2

SLOWING DOWN, DWELLING | SHARING LAND
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THE MEANING OF STOPPING
SLOWING DOWN, DWELLING | SHARING LAND

The city of Umeå is currently being constructed with the sole aim of 

moving forwards, upwards, growing. The infrastructure of the city is 

built to enable consumption. Parking lots are located close but not too 

close to the central shopping, within walking distance but without sight. 

All political activities are removed to leave more space for commercial 

strolling and inside the stores music that is meant to encourage us to 

shop more is playing. Even the parking lots are trying to encourage us 

to spend more through advertisement for local shops on the walls and 

coupons on the parking tickets. To park is not to stop, it is to be on the 

move, switching vehicle from car to shoes. If not even parking is to stop, 

then what is? Could parking lots become an infrastructure not for move-

ment but for pause, for dwelling?

POP-UP FILM SCREENING IN A LOT
To stand still, pause, stop, dwell is to be in a place on the contrary of 

moving through space. On April 29 2015 a parking lot in Umeå was 

hijacked, providing a pause within the infrastructure of constant move-

ment. One parking lot was rented for a pop-up film screening free of 

charge and free of commercial value. The screening attracted more vis-

itors than could fit in a single lot and two additional parking lots ended 

up being occupied by the audience. The event lasted only for a short 

period of time, yet it implemented ideas of something different than 

movement, it was a materialized  break revealing the potential and sug-

gesting alternative purposes of the parking lot. The simple act of renting 

a parking lot not for an individual purpose but for common ones tempo-

rarily turned a piece of land into a common property used and run by a 

collective. In a city where public space is being torn away, a common lot 

enables encounters in the city based on other values than commercial. 

If we start imagine parking lots not as spaces to enable movement and 

consumption, but places that can provide a pause in the city, parking 

lots become landscapes of possibilities.
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126 11 Translation from a text about the film by Clara Bodén www.lghplusbil.com

POP-UP BIO

SLOWING DOWN, DWELLING | SHARING LAND

The film that was shown in the pop-up film screening is APT + CAR + 

ALL I HAVE AND OWN, by Clara Bodén. The film talks about what it 

means to live in a scarcely populate corner of Sweden, what it means to 

stay there or to leave.

I don’t think I’m more than Jämtland, says my little sister one day. Of 
course you are, come on, I replied, and thought that what she said was 
without vision. Long afterwards I think of that. Perhaps mostly of my 
answer. As if I know what it means to be more or less than Jämtland.

In that conversation the project takes its start. I think of how I once 
thought. All my friends, and I and maybe also my sister, with what 
assurance we thought about what it means to stay or go. With the ob-
vious we left. I had wanted someone to ask me if the place is a kind of 
accessory. I had wanted someone to put me in front of other peoples 
thoughts on place, not just our thoughts, and those mediated by what 
we were influenced by.

TT (news agency) moved all the northern offices to the capital on the 
grounds that geographic location no longer matters. The contradic-
tion “as everyone knows norm changes begins in urban environments 
and spreads out across the country” is a sentence from an article in 
DN 2012. 
Are some then situated where no norm change can occur?
Where you have to accept the norm that changed elsewhere? What 
people are associated with the place, where “no change takes place”.11
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APPARATUS

SLOWING DOWN, DWELLING | THE BEGINNING OF COMMON PLACE

The heater in the pub is part of what makes an evening of encounters and drinking 

possible. In the same way infrastructure gives us the possibility to move across land 

and to transport the resources extracted with the help of other apparatuses. The 

things that enable also steer us in different directions whether we are aware of it or 

not. The heater makes people move differently,  sit close to strangers to get closer to 

the heat. The infrastructure takes us along given paths and decides what places we 

pass through and perceive.

We need to stop looking at things for what they look like and start looking at what 

they do. Through a commonistic take on planning, a new infrastructure can be built 

not one that extracts resources to other locations but one that enables encounters 

and shared place. An infrastructure that is constructed through discussions, and nego-

tiation and is based on dependency and trust.
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Like in many growing cities, the housing prices in Umeå keeps rising and 

there is a lack of affordable alternatives. Rentals are few and the lines 

are long, the thought of building a home in the central areas of Umeå 

is out of reach for most people while private companies earn big mon-

ey constructing luxury housing on top of the utopia for consumption. 

Instead of building affordable housing in the city, its surface is used to 

park the cars of consumers and workers who live in the less expensive 

outskirts, contributing to the car driven culture. Car ownership and use is 

as always predicted to increase and therefore more parking is built and 

streets are widened, but one could also look at it the other way around. 

If focus is put on public transport and affordable housing and if the car 

would no longer be given special treatment, the car driven culture could 

slow down in favour for common transport and more locally based 

communities. By changing the regulations of parking lots and opening 

up for other activities, the role of the car in the city would have to be in 

constant negotiation with other needs. To claim the right to parking lots 

is to build a common and to negotiate the right to the city.

CHANGING THE RULES -
DWELLING

SLOWING DOWN, DWELLING | THE BEGINNING OF COMMON PLACE
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“Thus, to communalize a factory, a university, a 
water system, a park, a public administration, or 
whatever, a plurality must claim back the “right 
to manage.” This “explosion of people’s manage-
ment” and of social doing, which I refer to as “the 
explosion of the middle class,” corresponds to a 
sudden increase in the volume of social cooper-
ation and a correspondent release of playful en-
ergies that follows a breakdown of management 
systems and the scattering, to different degrees of 
management functions into the social body. These 
energies can be channelled into the reproduction 
of social systems through deep democratic forms 
of government, i.e. institutions of the commons. 
Democracy and the commons are therefore two 
sides of the same coin. To the extent that com-
munalization is not possible because of power 
relations and insufficient organizational reach, a 
plurality of commons can start to claim a resource 
(or an institution) from which they are excluded 
and which they cannot manage as a commons. 
The very act of claiming is the first step of an or-
ganizational journey that must be undertaken to 
actually turn the resource good that is claimed as 
a commons into an actual commons system.”

- Massimo De Angelis, Plan C&D: Commons and Democracy

Collectivize! Essays on the Political Economy of Urban Form Vol.2
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INFRASTRUCTURE OF COMMON
SLOWING DOWN, DWELLING | THE BEGINNING OF COMMON PLACE

By introducing a new infrastructure in parking lots, new activities and uses 

of the lots are enabled. The infrastructure consists of three utility units 

that  fit in one parking lot each. The units can be placed together or alone 

depending of the intended use of the surrounding lots. When a collective 

of people wants to build affordable housing in a parking a first step can 

be to install a common toilette unit, laundry/shower and kitchen units can 

be added as the dwelling construction proceeds. The common units re-

moves the need of private kitchens, toilettes, laundry and showers making 

it possible to construct small but not crowded dwellings.
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TOILETTES
A unit containing three toilettes and one sink. This 

unit could be installed in most parking lots as a 

basic function. It is a public toilette that comes 

in handy during parking lot concerts, markets 

etc but it is also the starting point of housing in 

parking lots.

KITCHEN
A common kitchen to be used by inhabitants and 

visitors of the parking. The kitchen could also be 

used for temporary activities such as cooking 

classes or pop up restaurants.

SHOWER & LAUNDRY
A shared laundry is very common in Swedish 

apartment buildings. The laundry used to be a 

place where neighbours met, interacted and ne-

gotiated.
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SLOWING DOWN, DWELLING | THE BEGINNING OF COMMON PLACE

The possibilities of dwellings are endless. In the small plots the dwellings 

can be built by the inhabitants themselves at low cost. The images show 

three possible typologies for housing, single, twin and double. Twin units 

can be constructed for long term inhabitants but it could also be con-

structed by the inhabitants and used as a short term accommodation for 

visitors and guests.

DWELLING TYPOLOGY
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DO YOU WANT SOME 
HELP TO MOVE THAT 
MOUNTAIN?

I NEED A DRINK, 
SHOULD WE CLOSE 
THE CURTAINS?

MAYBE ITS AN ART 
INSTALLATION?

IS THAT 
A CAR??

YES I LEARNED IT AS 
I WENT ALONG, BUT 
THE NEIGHBOURS 
HELPED A LOT TO

DID YOU REALLY 
BUILD THIS ON 
YOUR OWN?

DAD DID YOU PARK 
THE CAR IN SOME-
ONES GARDEN?
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