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”The	  capacity	  to	  live	  with	  difference	  is,	  in	  my	  view	  the	  coming	  question	  of	  the	  twenty-‐first	  century”- 
PUTNAM	  1993:361	  

 

 

	  
	  
	  
Abstract	  	  

This case study is dealing with a new city district in Uppsala and its potential for social 
interaction asking: how can visions regarding social development in Uppsala be implemented on 
the Field of Rosendal through its public spaces? The question is answered by using a territorial 
approach interviewing informants in the entire city being active in meeting places, concerning 
their view on social meetingplace and furthermore by analysing the zoning plan of the Rosendal 
area, mapping what public spaces that are planned, The study shows that Rosendal has great 
potential both in being in a strategic postition and having many types resources in the area, above 
all many green areas. The study however suggest that Rosendal needs to develop more public 
spaces with few threshholds such as limitating costs, opening hours and degree of specialisation 
of the place and safeguarding the cultural heritage that there is. 
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1.	  Introduction	  
This thesis is a case study testing the relation between public spaces and social sustainability in the case 

of the new city district Rosendal in Uppsala, Sweden, with the aim of developing the preconditions for 

social meetings. In doing so the study outlines what social sustainability could mean in this concrete case 

according to the social goals of the municipality. This chapter begins by an introduction of the study. 

Furthermore the chapter defines the limitations of the study by declaring its limits and research-question. 

This chapter ends with a more thoroughly background of the case Rosendal.  

The Field of Rosendal is an old golf course but was pointed out already in year 1985 by the 

municipality of Uppsala as an appropriate place to develop the city's housing stock on, since the 

field is attached to a university campus, is near the city center and also close to recreation areas. 

Now it is under construction and divided in five allotments; there is one allotment already built 

and allotment II is now under planning, on which there are to be constructed another 2500 

apartments, schools and services.  

The municipality of Uppsala has given the consult company WSP a leading role in the project as 

main consulting firm and being one main actor in planning and framing the project in the area. 

This in cooperation with the municipality of Uppsala, means to coordinate and frame the project 

with different construction firms and other actors involved and furthermore to provide with 

adequate analysis (for water system, traffic flow and so on). This study seeks to clarify and 

elaborate the concept of social sustainability in relation to the area connecting the focusing on 

how social goals of the project and the municipality could be obtained using public spaces. This 

implies to outline what preconditions these public spaces have to constitute to a positive social 

development in Rosendal. 

Due to being a new production residential area in which the land prices are regulated by market 

prices (the holder sets the price they want) in combination with being in an attractive area, the 

socio economic possibilities to resident are going to be limited. The socioeconomic pattern, 
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favoring groups with high economical capital, risks that the area will represent a segregating 

effect in Uppsala. In Tryggt och säkert i stadens rum (2009) Crusè-sondén stresses the 

importance of the public space as a place where some of the negative effects of residential 

segregation are mitigated and that they can be interaction integration can take place. (Crusé-

Sondén 2009 p 8) Social life and reactions are hard to count, control or predict, especially when 

talking about an area and a population that does not exist yet. A basic assumption is however that	  

Rosendal	   is	   no	   island and therefore the city and citizens of Uppsala are relevant sources of 

information to indicate relevant dynamics.  

”The	  appropriate	  question	  for	  planners	  is	  not	  whether	  the	  built	  environment	  creates	  diversity,	  

but	  whether	  diversity	  thrives	  better,	  or	  can	  be	  sustained	  longer,	  under	  certain	  physical	  conditions	  

that	  planners	  may	  have	  some	  control	  over.	  We	  know	  how	  the	  built	  environment	  readily	  

separates	  people	  and	  functions	  (from	  gates	  and	  highways	  to	  single-‐use	  subdivisions	  and	  

corridors),	  but	  how	  can	  the	  design	  of	  place	  be	  enlisted	  to	  bring	  them	  together	  in	  meaningful	  

ways?”(Talen	  2006	  p	  242)	  

Social sustainability in planning would imply creating preconditions for a situation that lasts 

without planning. When talking about the place as such, planning and sociality it is important to 

stress that it is not possible to plan social life or use of places by people, but that spatial layout 

and organization affects the social relations: processes of integration, segregation and contact. 

For this reason the social aspect is important in a planning process. A sustainable part of the city 

is therefore a city that can handle future challenges such as immigration or an increasing elderly 

population. The National Board on Housing-Boverket (2010) also points out the value of places 

to meet to face the challenge of segregation and gentrification: integrating parts of the city 

through the creation of physical precondition for encounters (Boverket 2010 s.16). This makes 

mixity and integration between different socio economic, generational and ethnic groups crucial. 

The main question is where could and would this mixity of people meet in Rosendal? 

”The	  shaping	  and	  reshaping	  of	  urban	  spaces	  is	  a	  product	  of	  complex	  power-‐geometries,	  as	  

different	  actors	  seek	  to	  determine	  who	  and	  what	  the	  city	  is	  for”	  (Iveson	  2013	  p	  942)	  
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1.1	  Research	  questions	  and	  limitations	  
Considering difficulty of ways to incorporate the social dimension of sustainability within the 

spatial planning this study aims at  

- Elaborating concrete suggestions of how to work with social sustainability in the physical 

planning regarding the Rosendal area.  

- Outlining what precondition the planned public spaces Rosendal have and furthermore 

how this is compatible with the social goals of the municipality. 	  

The main question is: How	  could	   the	  visions	   regarding	  social	  development	   in	  Uppsala	  and	  

the	  Rosendal	  project	  be	  attained	  in	  Rosendal	  through	  its	  public	  spaces?	  

In order to be able to answer the question it is divided in the following questions: 

-What are the goals regarding social development in Uppsala and for the Rosendal area? 

-What social activity does the Rosendal project support? 

In order to answer the questions and reach the aims of the study there is a need to investigate both 

the local view of social development via official documents such as the General Plan of Uppsala 

from 2010. Therefore the analysis is based on collected local information of how the social 

development works in the city of Uppsala asking informants active in planned and unplanned 

meeting places in Uppsala. A third part is to analyse the zoning plan of the Rosendal city district 

to define the physical precondition for social meeting. The thesis is composed by five chapters 

this introductory chapter included. Chapter 2 gives a theoretical framework including theories 

about public spaces, social sustainability and social resources and the role of presence. Chapter 3 

defines the procedure of the study, clarifying the parameters and instruments of the thesis. The 

4th part of the thesis declares the results and is divided according to the three parts of the 

investigation, that is: the discourse of social development in Uppsala, the social development in 

Uppsala and the spatial analysis of the zoning plan of the Rosendal area.  The 5th chapter is 

discussing the findings in relation to the aims of the thesis and ends by giving some suggestions 

to how to develop Rosendals work on social sustainability.  

Limitations	  
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In this study the economic aspects and conditions are not considered. Technological development 

and virtual contact are also important for the thematic of public spaces but not covered in the 

thesis. Furthermore there are spatial limits to the study: the vertical dimension is what is 

investigated; the roof top areas are despite their great potential not covered. 

The last limit is regarding management and ownership in which this thesis does not meddle. The 

thesis is covering the possible function of the different public spaces in the Rosendal area as a 

part of the city of Uppsala in relation to the social visions and social dynamics in Uppsala. 

1.2	  Background:	  Rosendal 
Rosendal is going to be a new residential- mixed area part of the urban development project of 

Uppsala called ’Södra Staden’. The Fig I shows the population density and the constructed 

environment around the planned area: noticeable are the importance of the green areas and the 

density poles south and north of the area- the city center and the suburb Gottsunda.  

Sweco Eurofutures (2013) is in its trend-report for Uppsala categorizing the areas around 

Rosendal as ”villa-districts” with a bigger night than day population with few services. Rosendal 

that doesn’t’ t exist yet is a part of the ”limit-district” as Gottsunda (Sweco Eurofutures 2013 p 

32, 33) Its morphological characteristics are natural surroundings and green areas, something 

highlighted in the planning process. Another element emphasized as an element for the 

population flows are the proximity and its close contact with one of the city’s university campus 

and the vicinity of another(the Swedish University of Agricultural Sciences), and the spatial 

connection to the city center. In figure I the areas relation to the demographic density is shown, 

demonstrating that Rosendal is an area between two demographic poles: the city center and 

Gottsunda. Being new production in Sweden in an attractive area it involves high cost of 

production and consumption. What is to be produced are around 2500 accommodations in 

various seizes and under various ownership. This implies also services and recreation-areas. 

The range of actors and stakeholders involved is wide and the public (municipal) management is 

limited. The Swedish Governmental enterprise Akademiska Hus connected to the university is a 

big actor and has the right to a big share of the area in the zoning plan. 

Other things important to take into consideration other than the fact that it is a residential mix-are 

are that there are services planned for, such as elementary schools and sport facilities. 
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Figure	  1	  the	  population	  and	  constructed	  surrounding	  of	  the	  Rosendal	  area	  produced	  in	  the	  web-‐service	  kartan.uppsala.se	  

 

 

SEGREGATION AND SOCIAL TRENDS IN UPPSALA. The focus of the housing policy in 

Uppsala has shifted from focusing on just solving the lack of housing to trying to build mixed 

types of housing and also to have standards for how many percentages should be rental 

apartments in new-produce city districts (Trapp 2012 p 18-21, Boendepolitisk Strategi, Quality 

program). Still, despite this policy of rental apartments the situation is difficult for economically 

weak groups in Uppsala. The income and the share in a certain form of tenure is correlated to the 

socio-economic composition of the districts in the since that for example high share of own home 

correlates with high income and also a high share of immigrants and bad economy in the district. 

The most homogenous district areas in Uppsala in 2008 were: Norby and Sunnersta- dominated 

by own homes and having no share rental apartments and also Gottsunda, kvarngärdet where a 

domination of rental apartments can be noticed (Trapp 2012 p 27). So two of the most 
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homogenous areas in the city, one in each category, are related to Rosendal being located also 

they in the south-west part of the city: Norby with its domination of own-home and Gottsunda 

with its domination of rental apartments and the social correlation that this brings. The reports of 

segregation in Uppsala by Trapp .Ö 2012 concludes that the segregation in forms of tenure, 

income and background has not been decreasing in Uppsala in since the 90´s and there is no sign 

of that this trend would change. 

Residential segregation is not the end of the discussion on segregation but there is also a risk for 

increased social segregation between strong and weak groups (Sweco Eurofutures 2013 p 14).  

2.	  Theory	  
This chapter starts with motivating the study and establishes its perspective. The hermetic theory explains 

the pre-understanding of the theme of social sustainability and public spaces. The hermetic theory serves 

to induce transparency in the study and is based on scholars such as Olsson (2012), Amin (202) and Mela 

(2010) but also public stakeholders working with social sustainability such as the City of Gothenbourg 

(Göteborg 2010) and the National Board of Housing (Boverket). The hermetic part involves theories of 

sustainability and the right to the city.   Further on the chapter portrays the findings from previous 

research concerning different roles of public space, the role of presence and social 

integration/segregation. This part of the study aim is to frame the analysis in an academic and societal 

context. 

 

Hermetic theory                                                                 Analytical theory 

 

 

 

 

 

The	  place,	  the	  space	  per	  sé	  

Different	  forms	  of	  
presence,	  

Distribution	  of	  resources	  
and	  social	  links;	  

segregation,	  integration	  

	  

-‐Sustainability	  and	  resources	  

-‐Common	  goods	  and	  the	  right	  to	  the	  
city	  
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2.1	  Hermetic	  theory	  

-‐Sustainability	  and	  resources	  

”Origin	  of	  SUSTAIN	  

Middle	  English	  susteinen,	  sustenen,	  from	  Old	  French	  sustenir,	  from	  Latin	  sustinere	  to	  hold	  up,	  

sustain,	  from	  sus-‐	  (variantof	  sub-‐	  up)	  +	  -‐tinere	  (from	  tenere	  to	  hold)	  —	  more	  at	  sub-‐,	  thinFirst	  

Known	  Use:	  13th	  century”	  (ENCYCLOPAEDIA	  BRITANNICA	  1)	  

	  

Figure	  2	  illustrating	  the	  concept	  of	  sustainability	  

 

’Sostenere', ’soutenir', ’sustain’ are in three different languages and all related to the word 

sustainability. When Sen & Anand (2010) in an article about human development and economy 

are connecting it to sustainability they are asking: what is it that should be sustained?  Fig. II 

shows the different elements in the concept of sustainability in itself that connects to the meaning 

of the word: production, reproduction and care of something. In French the word ”durabilité” has 

a time-dimension the word in the other languages lacks. As well as ecological sustainability 
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social sustainability is about avoid to abuse or overusing resources and thereby not jeopardising 

the needs of the future (Mela 2010, Olofsson, Gillberg; Stenberg 2002 p 52).  

	  

Figure	  3	  The	  traditional	  sustainability-‐model	  developing	  parts	  relevant	  for	  the	  study	  

	  

Social sustainability has dimensions of equity, community resilience and problem solving 

capacities (Olsson 2012, Boverket 2004 p.112) balancing the basis of social resources. Social 

resources can be intended as human resources such as in the form of demographics and health; 

but also inter-relational as network, trust and tolerance for ”the other”. (Amin 2002 p. 

972,;Gillberg; Stenberg 2002 p. 9). Other resources significant are organizational resources such 

as common informal laws, cultural resources understood as both fine arts and art but also cultural 

heritage, historic buildings (this according to the PEBOSCA-model).  
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Figure	  4	  the	  PEBOSCA-‐model	  developing	  parts	  relevant	  for	  the	  study	  

 

Social interrelational resources (often talked about as social capital in Law, Mooney 2006) are 

resources dependent on relations (Putnam and Coleman referred to in Gillberg, Stenberg 2002 p 

46). In the research conducted by Putnam these social resources enable solutions to collective 

problems developing a problem-solving capacity. Human friction and encounter is the basis for 

trust and tolerance and are a basis for information spreading and development (Berg, 

Chalmersfastigheter 2014 p. 61). Social resources (that Putnamn refers to as social capital) imply 

obligations, information, norms and sanctions through both weak and strong ties of relations 

between people. Weak ties are the social ties created when meeting a person occasionally by 

coincidence without having a personal relation to the person and strong ties are the more 

important social relations. Social capital based on weak ties enables transcultural and 

transsectoral cooperation, whereas strong ties tend to have benefits within the often homogeneous 

groups (Putman referred to in Gillberg; Stenberg 2002 p 47). For this reason the weak ties are 

important from a democratic point- of- view, the so called civil society (Amin 2002 p 972) 

something Ceretti, Cornelli (2014 p 205) sees as crucial in order to overcome fear and insecurity 

in the city are the weak ties, creating relations. The social resource and its bridging and bonding 

process has positive consequences but can also imply fallouts due to mechanisms of exclusion. A 
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tight social group can be created as a antagonistic strategy or reclamation of an identity excluding 

others from jointing or entering the group (Putnam referred to in Legeby 2013 p. 53) 

 

 

Social conflicts and tensions are not visible immediately (Sweco Eurofutures 2013 p 12) but 

significant issue for sustainability, and can lead to an unsustainable situation at a local and semi 

local level.	  

	  ”An	  unsuccessful	  neighbourhood	  is	  a	  place	  that	  is	  overwhelmed	  by	  its	  defects	  and	  

problems	  and	  is	  progressively	  more	  helpless	  before	  them	  ” (JACOBS	  1961	  P	  112).  

Jacobs expresses in the quote above what Mela (2010) would call to export today’s problems that 

with time could accumulate (Mela 2010 p 61). Amin (2002) states that in four out of nine high-

lighted problems for specific localities in Britain the spatial planning in the local area is crucial 

and all of them evidentiate shortcomings in creating a socially sustainable situation today and 

tomorrow: 

”The	  Home	  Office	  (2001a)	  report,	  which	  was	  published	  as	  this	  paper	  was	  being	  

drafted,	  identified	  nine	  specific	  factors:	  (1)	  the	  lack	  of	  a	  strong	  civic	  identity	  or	  

shared	  values;	  (2)	  the	  fragmentation	  and	  polarisation	  of	  communities	  on	  a	  scale	  

that	  amounts	  to	  segregation;	  (3)	  disengagement	  of	  young	  people	  from	  the	  local	  

decision	  making	  process,	  intergenerational	  tensions,	  and	  an	  increasingly	  territorial	  

mentality	  in	  asserting	  identities;	  (4)	  weak	  political	  and	  community	  leadership;	  (5)	  

inadequate	  provision	  of	  youth	  facilities;	  (6)	  high	  levels	  of	  unemployment;	  (7)	  

activities	  of	  extremist	  groups;	  (8)	  weaknesses	  and	  disparity	  in	  the	  police	  response	  

to	  community	  issues;	  and	  (9)	  irresponsible	  coverage	  of	  race	  stories	  by	  sections	  of	  

the	  local	  media.”	  (AMIN	  2002	  P	  966)	  

The report by Swedish by the Delegation for sustainability about impediments for sustainable 

development one hinder discussed is relevant for Rosendal, that is: ”4.	  An	  increased	  social	  and	  

spatial	  division	  in	  the	  cities” (M 2011:01/2012/66) 
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The question on who is using the space, who is deciding the rules of the public space is crucial. 

Participation in different forms, young participation is a factor all considers an important pillar of 

social sustainability: agenda 21; Amin and the Home Office Repport Building Cohesive 

Communities 2001(Amin 2002 p 966. 973), S2020/Olofsson 2012. It could be about having the 

possibility to spontaneously transform a public space because it is a flexible public space but also 

participation in planning and publicly discuss the role, use and function of the place in a political 

framework (Harvey 2003: Berg, Chalmersfastigheter 2014  p. 202) 

 For what green spaces concerned Catarina Törn, a human ecologist at the University of Malmö is 

doing research. She is doing research about the Swedish self-image regarding nature, especially 

in relation to immigrants, in which Swedish tends to believe to have be supreme and in the 

position to teach how to spend time in nature (Catarina Törn 1). This ’right to decide’ over use is 

something to be aware about not only regarding the public green rooms. Olsson;Ohlander;Cruse-

Sondén (2004) claim for example that children and elderly use outdoor public spaces more than 

other groups. (idem P 139 ), maybe due to access of spare time and small private space, but in 

any case it is interesting because children among other groups is a group that is not in power 

when planning or deciding, but a group that is decided upon. Another pillar of preserving, 

producing and reproducing social resources is continuity, Jacobs talks about continuity in the 

form of historic buildings and historic social codes, historic people (generational continuity). 

 

2.2	  Analytical	  theory	  

Public	  space	  

”Public,	   general,	   available	   for	   the	   public:	   that	   implies	   activity	   or	  material	   that	   concerns	   everyone	   in	   a	  

society;	   that	   concern	   governmental	   and	   communal	   administration.	   In	   public	   place	   intended	   land	   that	  

comprise	  public	  road,	  street,	  square,	  park	  or	  other	  area	  that	  are	  accessible	  for	  the	  public.”	  (NE,	  KEY	  WORD	  

OFFENTLIG)	  
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Figure	  5	  some	  features	  of	  public	  space	  relating	  to	  the	  theory	  

 

The public space can be seen as a mediator, a connector, a land of possibilities and it is a matter 

of democratic values of well-being and health among all groups in society: the feeling of safety, 

but also a question of distribution everybody right to access services and resources (resources 

such as other people) and the promotion of formal and informal meeting (Gehl 2010 p.28, 109; 

Mela 2010p 129) 

Public spaces have been discussed as areas and arenas for public use, with different governance, 

ownership and social use (Berg, Chalmersfastigheter 2014 p 1). They are being studied for their 

function in everyday life (Legeby: Hillier), for their comfort and quality (Gehl, Berg, 

Chalmersfastigheter 2014, Göteborgs stad) and for their function for distributions of information 

and knowledge (Legeby). They can be open urban spaces such as streets, field; planned public 

spaces such as gardens, squares and parks; spaces in-between the others and indoor spaces. 

(Legeby 2013 p 131, Ford 2000). The public space as a element to study is relevant due to 

present developments of gentrification, described as a:”global phenomena with local 

expressions” in which former groups of inhabitants are forced to leave their habitat due to higher 

cost of living (Cahtarina Thörn SR.1) in combination with decline of affordable public housing 

and expensive new city districts. These processes as segregating elements in the city and 
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privatisation of public spaces, or private management of public spaces makes the question of use 

and right to the public space gaining importance. Who has access and who uses the public space 

also includes seeing who is not visible in public space what’s visible is easier accepted as a 

natural part of society and public life (Legeby 2013 p 313): marginalisation amplifies itself. 

”…public	   awareness	   that	   these	   are	   shared	   spaces.	   Diversity	   is	   thought	   to	   be	  

negotiated	   in	   the	   city's	   public	   spaces.	   The	   depressing	   reality,	   however,	   is	   that	   in	  

contemporary	  life,	  urban	  public	  spaces	  are	  often	  territorialised	  by	  particular	  groups	  

(and	  therefore	  steeped	  in	  surveillance)	  or	  they	  are	  spaces	  of	  transit	  with	  very	  little	  

contact	  between	  strangers” (AMIN	  2002) 

Public space can be strategically exclusive, inclusive, enabling and hindering but most people 

most come across it in the everyday life. In a constructive way it can contribute to human 

development, being a bridge between different people and the need for public spaces in spatial-

historic context (Sweden today) with many single household/individualised lifestyles. It can be a 

tool to mitigate lack of social contact (Goteborgs stad S2020) for lonely and thereby avoid social 

effects of great cities (Legeby referring to Wirth 2005 p 27) of anonymousness, fragmentation of 

social life and groups for example. 

”The	   public	   space	   is	   above	   all	   characterised	   as	   an	   urban	   ´connective	   tissue´	   that	  

can	   signify	   that	   a	   number	   of	   spaces,	   buildings,	   infrastructure	   could	   constitute	   a	  

coherent	   collection/assemble	   environmentally	   sustainable	   and	   viewed	   upon	   as	  

liable	  for	  those	  who	  lives	  and	  use	  the	  space” (DAVICO,	  MELA,	  STARICCO	  2009,	  P.	  87)	  

It has a role as what can be called ’the streets parliament, as arena for social negotiation and 

conflict, different interests and social agreements’ (Davico, Mela, Staricco 2009p 88; 

Govern&Memoli p, 252; Legeby 2013 p 131). The privatisation of public spaces has therefore 

significant consequences for the socal sustainability according to many scholars (Davico, Mela, 

Staricco 2009 p 88). Ceretti, Cornelli (2014 p 136) states that less arenas for negotiation makes 

the transformation of social conflicts being possibilities stays out and that less democratic 

processes are activated. Sharonn Zukin adds that the city is physical infrastructure and social 

conflicts and that the social conflicts are a major source of change, conflicts is not a dividing 

factor (Zukin 1995 p 46). Mela 2010 also frames public spaces in the context of social 
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sustainability saying that with less material and social security the role of the public spaces 

increases their importance as physical infrastructure for supporting different resources and a fair 

distribution in order to work as capacity-building element. The public place constitute some 

precondition for social processes, here stated by Hillier working with the social morphology in 

the city and Space Syntax: 

”Co-‐present	   individuals	  may	  not	  know	  each	  other	  or	  may	  not	   form	  a	  community,	  but	   they	  are	  

part	  of	  a	  kind	  of	  raw	  material	  for	  a	  community,	  which	  may	  in	  due	  course	  become	  activated	  and	  

can	  be	  activated	  if	  it	  becomes	  necessary.	  Co-‐presence	  is	  the	  primitive	  form	  of	  our	  awareness	  of	  

others” (HILLIER	  1996,P.	  187)	  

 Co-presence is also a question of equal access to resources since it gives a major entry to urban 

network (Legeby 2013 p 64). The social processes in the city producing and reproducing urban 

network the being an essential element for distribution of information and knowledge and they 

are according to Legeby framed by so called weak ties (Legeby referring to Granvetter) The city 

is according to Wirth (Legates;Stout 1996, p 192) characterised by these ’weak ties’ or as he 

writes secondary contacts rather than primary contacts. The preconditions for weak ties are 

evidently some kind of co-presence. The secondary contacts are being fully investigated later in 

the theory part but are relevant in this part because having access to the urban network becomes 

also a factor behind having access to resources such as knowledge and information, hence a 

separation (spatial segregation of people) have impacts on the equality of the city. In this sense 

the use of space gives the possibilities to decrease or increase distance (separation) between 

people; between people and resources; and between people and opportunities and activities 

(Legeby 2013 p 61). 

 

PUBLIC	  SPACES	  AND	  POWER	  RELATIONS	  

”`There	   is',	   the	   old	   saying	   goes,	   `nothing	  more	   unequal	   than	   the	   equal	   treatment	   of	   unequals'.	   This	   is	  

what	  the	  market	  does. ” (HARVEY	  2003	  P.	  940) 

One thing is to plan and produce a space, another is how to define, use and reproduce them (Forni 

2010) The roman concept of ”Utilitas publica” is relevant in times of privatisation. ”Utilitas” 

does not only imply the formal accessibility but also the use of a good as being part of the public 
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interest and the right to access to resources (Davico, Mela, Staricco 2009 p. 87;Mela 

2010:Boverket 2010)  

The public space is of public interest, it’s a part of a common good, that can be individualized 

through thinking about when a good is improved is something enriching a majority in the 

community and when being pauperised it makes the major part poorer as for example with water, 

culture or the access to spaces in common. From this perspective one could talk about a general 

interest in that there are public spaces available. Private property in general can be said to be the 

right to exclude everybody else from a resource (Gregorio Arena Gregorio Arena, in a speech at 

the Festival of Beni Comuni 2015) or the exclusion of undesired elements (Ford 2000 p. 206; 

Berg, Chalmersfastigheter 2014). This explains the interest in public space and the question of 

privatisation of public or common space; in what is public and connects to Zukin (1995) and 

privatisation of the public.  

Sharon Zukin (1995 and 2009) is an urban sociologist studying urban culture, primarily in 

America above all regarding culture (human created habits, customs but also artifacts etc) and 

their relation to processes of privatisations, in both ownership and management of public spaces. 

In Cultures of cities (1995) she debates over that the city is also culture, a culture that is a 

powerful instrument of control creating images and memories symbolizing who ’belongs’ in 

specific places (Zukin 1995). Culture being a factor of control she also says that the city is a 

”explicit cite of conflicts over social differences and urban fear” (Zukin 1995, p 2). This quote 

shows some descriptions of the social relations in the postmodern urbanisation with more 

fragmentised social belongings in combination with lack of places of friction creating fear for 

’the other’. ´The other´ that is an unknown individual, unknowingly different from you and 

therefore it can be interpreted as unpredictable. Furthermore she develops the concept of 

symbolic economy (image+product=culture) surviving and profiting on a new way of using 

public spaces in which the public space becomes a product in which images are sold or managed. 

The new public places are spaces of consumption of lifestyle ideals according to her. This means 

that there is a continuously negotiation between what is considered mainstream, standard and 

desirable. She's writing about how these new types of public spaces characterised by some form 

of culture- sale (mall, retail stores, events) involve exclusion and entitlement (Zukin 1995) in 

which what is considered undesired presence is under control and the diversity the city is known 
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for is reduced or marginalised. These urban spaces are to attract tourists and investors (Ceretti, 

Cornelli 2012 p 136) Another current of the studies on urban lives and movements linked to 

power is made by Iveson that in the article (Iveson 2013) in which she examines the bottom-up 

approach challenging of institutionalised traditional distribution and control of public space. The 

theme is the DIY (do it yourself)-urbanism that covers everything from community gardening, 

cooperatives and local economies: bottom-up management of abandoned buildings but also new 

forms of political messages such as graffiti and flash-mobing.” (Iveson 2013 p 941). In this 

cityscape of popular culture and sub-culture, public- common space and public- privatised spaces 

there are codes of exclusion and inclusion (Zukin 1995 p 26) with the following logic ”The	  more	  

normal	  users	   there	  are,	   the	   less	   space	   there	  will	  be	   for	  vagrants	  and	  criminals	   to	  manoeuvre” 

(ZUKIN	   1995	   P	   28).	    The visual and spatial representation of middle-class culture dominates 

according to	  Zukin (1995) and it has consequences for diversity.	  ”One of the most tangible 

threats to public culture comes from politics of everyday fear” that she states profoundly	  destroys 

the principle of open access (Zukin 1995 p 38) above all for minorities. 

Diversity	  and	  separation	  

 Diversity as a key-word for postmodern planning (the Rosendal case included) and could be 

intended according to the function of Richard Florida: diversity implying tolerance and creativity 

to create economic and creative hubs and attract ”the creative class”, or in the Jane Jacobs and 

Susan Fanistein spirit with the goal to attract different types of people in order to create living 

areas promoting the feeling of safety and enable a just city where everybody has access to 

services and resources. Social diversity refers to a simultaneous presence (co-presence), a shared 

use of space between different groups of people, whereas physical or functional diversity is 

aiming at cross function in the same place that favour social diversity but also a presence in many 

hours of the day according to Jacobs. Diversity in a place is a mean to hinder homogeneity and 

stimulate that as much as possible is familiar, accepted and known as possible , to widen norms - 

openness 

”diversity	  means,	   first,	   that	   the	   people	   using	   the	   streets	   at	   different	   times	  must	  

actually	  use	  the	  same	  streets.	  If	  there	  paths	  are	  separated	  from	  one	  another´s,	  or	  

buffered	  from	  one	  another´s,	  there	  is	  no	  mixture	  in	  reality.” (JACOBS	  1961	  P	  163) 
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Diversity, the emblem of the city, is discussed in Governa,Memoli 2011 (p 13) in relation to the 

possibilities that it brings. They talk about serendipity and the city as a privilege place in the 

sense that the city facilitates you to find the unexpected that permits you to create new 

knowledge.”A strength of the city as a phenomena is the concentration of realities and subjects 

that interact, in an significant part, nonprogrammed”(	   GOVERNA,MEMOLI	   2011	   P	   13)	  The public 

space can in this sense be a provider of opportunities of meeting strangers- a connective space 

creating friction. Meeting strangers and the unexpected making the city and the city life of a 

privilege (see Governa, Memoli 2011 p 13) 

Amin (2002) discusses diversity in the sense of urban inter-culturalism and intercultural 

tolerance. His invention is the concept of micro publics in everyday life that describes the daily 

local intercultural negotiation that social contacts permits, favoring tolerance of cultural 

differences manifested as different habits, practices and norms (Amin 2002, p 959, Forni 2010). 

The concept is to create an `agonistic' political culture. This goes hand in hand with Chantal 

Mouffes ideas of an agonistic democratic process in which agonism, That means a constructive 

political conflict between adversaries in a culture that values participatory and open-ended 

engagement instead of antagonism- destructive process between enemies or the hegemonic model 

she states is present today ignoring social conflicts (Amin 2002 p. 973). At the same time Amin 

and Fincher states that it’s not evident that the public space leads to tolerance (Amin 2002 p 967: 

Fincher 2010 p. 5), emphasising on the uncertainty in the word potential role of public space. 

Potential because physical proximity is necessary but not sufficient to create confrontation, 

interaction and bonds of intercultural understanding between people (Legeby, 2013;Boverket 

2010; Hillier 1996, 2007 Forni E 2010; Amin 2002 p. 968, p 970;Valentine2008 p 325). 

Valentine (2008) discusses the meaning of diversity and contact with ’the other’ and goes further 

in her conclusion claiming that meaningful encounters are contact that makes a difference in that 

they change values and create general more respect ”not only tolerance for” (Valentine 2008 p 

325) others, something that Amin means that meaningful spaces works as: culturally destabilising 

and resulting in transgression of the familiar (Amin 2002 p. 969). Negative experience of 

minorities leads to prejudice and in positive experiences the person is seen as an individual and 

not as a collective (Valentine 2008 p 332) that’ s why its important not only to tolerate and to 
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distinguish one individual ’others’ but to get a general more positive respect for others 

(Ceretti;Cornelli  2014p 209) 

"Segregation	  has	  been	  defined	  as	  an	  institutionalised	  form	  of	  social	  distance	  that	  

manifest	  itself	  in	  physical	  segregation	  apartness"	  (BOVERKET	  2004	  P	  96)	  

	  

The lack of communication between communities (separation) and spaces for alternative stories 

caused by lack of meaningful encounters of co-presence, co-awareness and interaction has been 

pointed out causing great disturbances in for example some British peripheries. One example of 

this is testimonies in stratal Ously report analysing specific births realities (Amin 2002 p 963). 

Ethnic and socioeconomic segregation is pointed out (Amin 2002 p 963) caused partly by self-

segregation (white flight and ethnical barrication) also connected to the level of education. This 

concerns both the single city districts as well as the city as a territory. 

 

Presence	  and	  integration,	  distributing	  resources	  

	  

Figure	  6	  illustration	  connecting	  the	  role	  of	  the	  public	  space	  with	  the	  role	  of	  presence	  

Presence and co-presence, as a result of the routines of day-to-day life, is argued to be 

fundamental to even the most elaborate forms of societal organisation (Giddens 1984, 64). As fig 

VI shows the public space is a question of presence: what type of presence and the potential role 

of the presence is determined by parameters such as location, activities and layout.  How the city 

is used in everyday activities is an important prerequisite for the development of different social 

solidarities. (Legeby 2013 p 17) The concept of co-presence involves a high level of movement 

and presence of residence, by-passers of all kinds and spatial preconditions that enable co-
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awareness and maybe interaction such limited traffic, speed, actual spaces to stop at and so on. 

This means that there is not some group dominating the place, making it alive some hours a day 

and abandoned others and that the place is not only for mono-use. 

”the	   art	   form	   of	   the	   city	   like	   a	   dance(..)Intricate	   ballet	   in	   which	   the	   individual	  

dancers	  and	  ensembles	  all	  have	  distinctive	  parts	  which	  miraculously	  reinforce	  each	  

other	   and	   compose	   an	   orderly	  whole.	   The	   ballet	   of	   the	   good	   city	   sidewalk	   never	  

repeats	  itself	  from	  place	  to	  place,	  and	  in	  any	  one	  place	  is	  always	  replete	  with	  new	  

improvisations” JACOBS	  1961	  P	  50 

Jane Jacobs (1961) is connecting the global and local city life in emphasising on the role of co-

presence by the residents and the persons passing by as a mean to social control, hence the 

feeling of predictability and safety: the neighborhood should have the capacity to welcome 

strangers. 

”-‐	  when	  a	  citizen	  has	  to	  choose,	  for	  instance,	  whether	  he	  will	  take	  responsibility,	  or	  

abdicate,	  in	  combating	  barbarism	  or	  protecting	  strangers.	  There	  is	  a	  short	  word	  for	  

this	  assumption	  of	  support:	  trust.	  The	  trust	  of	  a	  city	  street	  is	  formed	  over	  time	  from	  

many	  little	  public	  sidewalk	  contacts.(..)	  The	  absence	  of	  this	  trust	  is	  a	  disaster	  to	  a	  

city	   street.	   Its	   cultivation	   cannot	  be	   institutionalized.	  And	  above	  all,	   it	   implies	  no	  

private	  commitments” (JACOBS	  1961P	  56) 

There are another two steps of co-existing: co-awareness and interaction. Co-presence, co-

awareness and interaction are three different levels of presence, all important for the social 

environment enabling meetings between people.(Legeby 2013 p 132) However the co-presence 

have effect on the sensation of safety for example and enables other forms of co-existence. A 

place of social friction would concentrate the co-existence and have direct influence on these 

accessible resources. This co-presence connects to what Okidoki architects (the architect firm 

leading the project Vallastaden in Linköping) say about the importance of places of social 

friction. Their main thesis on the social aspect of their planning is that there is something good in 

friction between people. It means that meeting is also negotiating, confronting others and that this 

confrontation leads to new ideas and social cohesion. The spatial planning can create more or less 

good preconditions for encounters (UR samtiden: Vallastaden). The assumption here is that the 
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physical space can support or hinder different types of presence: separated or integrated presence 

that renders possible an arena for bonding and bringing. 

 

SPATIAL	  ASSUMPTIONS	  

Some scholars analyses the role of the spatial layout itself for the weaknesses and strengths 

regarding spaces of friction on different levels: the cityscape and its configurations (Hillier, 

Legeby and Vaughan for example); the spatial connections to social interaction in a city district 

and also the layout of single public places with regards to the social behavior at the place (Jacobs 

and Gehl for example). The space is the scene of trajectories and routines of everyday practices 

with different activity density and repetitiveness of overlapping practices between practices 

(Legeby 2013 p 35). In the Swedish context Legeby (p 42 referring to Goffman) points out that 

the Swedish everyday life is rationally organised and therefore it’s losing some of the 

unexpected, accidental practices fundamental for public life (Governa,Memoli 2011 p 1). Public 

life departs from the assumption that in co-presence humans are not only bodies but also becomes 

communicative instruments, both receivers and givers of information (Legeby 2013 p. 42 

referring to Goffman) The spatial layout could for example encourage the fact of actually see 

others and being seen (idem p 45), determinate physical and mental access to other spaces; 

reinforce economic: social and spatial activities creating network by its distance or spatial 

configuration. Public spaces understood as possible places of friction or meeting places are 

according to Berg,Chalmersfastigheter (2014) intended in transitory places- that is all the space 

that takes a person from one point to another, and stationary out- door or indoor spaces where to 

conduct an activity (Olson, Cruse-Sondén 2004 p 132). Another part of how the space is used is 

in decision making about what is socially or legally acceptable and not at a specific the place, in 

this way the space institutes a negotional area between different actors (Governa,Memoli 2011 p 

46). Some factors behind regulations and limits in public space brought up in the literature are 

membership, costs and opening hours (Olsson Cruse-Sandén p 55). The openness and 

accessibility of today’s public places can according to Legeby be related to the specificity 

regarding target group and activity of the place and its conditions. Public institutions such as 

libraries, public transports and sport facilities are maybe open for everybody but with conditions. 

Work places/educational institution are very important for insiders but specific in its public. 
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Events and happenings are, such as clubs and associations also for a specific public (Legeby p 

63). The most assessable public space is the open public space with a low access- threshold for 

all both in terms of costs and information. These dominances and degree of specificity regulates 

flows and day rhythm for different groups, for example young people, older people, parents and 

children that are also groups using the public space a lot (Olsson Cruse-Sondén p 60). 

The variety of public space is something several scholars brings up; variety in degree of exposure 

(Berg, Chalmersfastigheter 2014 p 186), to have both open, transgressive and intimate friction 

spaces (Berg,Chalmersfastigheter2014 140-152; Olsson, Cruse-Sondén p 52) 

 

The	  human	  dimension,	  stationary	  space	  

”a	  good	  city	  can	  be	  recognized	  by	  the	  many	  people	  not	  walking”(GEHL	  2010	  P	  134) 

Planned public spaces such as squares can consist of everyday services, full services and 

magnets. Magnets and markets are two important factors for the visiting population 

(Olson,Cruse-Sondén  2004 p211) whereas the services are a prerequisite for the inhabitants. In 

these categories of offers from the public space the question of target groups and limitations has a 

role to play (Legeby;Olson,Cruse-Sondén  2004). The different activities are taken from the 

architect Jan Gehl that he divides in necessary, optional and social activities. The necessary 

activities are done independently of the ambiance or other conditions. The other types of 

activities are chosen or not chosen depending on spatial and functional qualities (Gehl 2010 p 

210). Social activities can be developed in spaces where both optional and necessary activities are 

held but are also they sensible to the environment. (Gehl) It’ s about connecting, gathering 

functions and places (Berg,Chalmersfastigheter 2014 p 208) mixing and integration of activities 

and functions (Berg, Chalmersfastigheter 2014 p. 210), furthermore it is accented that public 

spaces often needs social catalysts such as for example  ”dogs, children and soft things” because 

they can be considered being interesting for  many persons and indicate a safe and cordial 

environment (Berg,Chalmersfastigheter2014 p 204). 

Jacobs stresses the need for primary mixed uses, to place as many primary functions as possible 

creating a time spread and a variety in the presence. (Jacobs 1961 p 152) 
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The two concrete examples in Sweden regarding considering social sustainability, the city of 

Gothenburg and Vallastaden, both are developing and studying spaces with a lot of virtues for 

different actors and collective places for the district. The authors stresses that it is important to 

have the activities spread in the entire area and provide with possibilities to stop, to walk: an 

interface between room of movement and room of relaxing (Olson, Ohlander, Cruse-Sondén  

2004 p 132) Gehl and the architects at Okidoki in the Vallastaden project starts by the human 

dimensions and physical capacities and Gehl concludes that ”many cityscapes are built too tall, 

too big and too fast” (Gehl 2012 p 55). Some measurements taken in consideration are for 

example the 100-meter in order to detect movements, 22-25 meters to decoding an other persons 

expression, and 5km/h in order to comprehend what is happening- referring to the traffic 

situations. Off-course these variables are to encourage a pedestrian perspective in the planning. 

The postmodern good city is characterised by a small-scale and a decreased car-use to support the 

function of public space- with pedestrians comes urban life (Gehl, Crusé-sondén 2009, Quality 

Program). This touches upon the transitory spaces on which Legeby and Lynch made studies (and 

which Jacobs sees as fundamental for all public life). Legeby emphasises on the sight view in 

which she proposes long streets with several natural target points, and a development of squares 

that are both available in the city district and in the city. Kevin Lynch stresses in the book The 

image of the city analyses functional and spatial link-effects(chapter III) dividing and 

highlighting the functions of: paths, edges, nodes and land- marks as elements to study to 

understand a place. 

3.	  Method	  and	  material 
This study is a three-folded study departing from the discursive reality when it comes to the good city and 

planning in general and in Rosendal in particular; contenting with collecting local, or territorial, 

knowledge from informants in Uppsala and then analysing the zoning-plan according to the theory. 

It is a qualitative hypothetic inductive, hence theory consuming study analysing the case 

Rosendal. This means that the framework has to be clearly presented (Halvordsen 1992 p 

95;Bryder 1985 p. 56). The material is being compared to the research and theories on presence 

and interaction on public spaces and the relation between public spaces. A wide grip is chosen 

including many different urban realities, presuming that the case Rosendal is not an island but 

belongs to a wider urban context. Rosendal is a part of the territory of Uppsala. Territory is seen 
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as having a”mediating	  role	  between	  the	  material,	  physical	  resources	  and	  the	  social	  action	  in	  

processes	  of	  local	  development	  and	  transformations” (Dematteis 2003) regarding local subjects 

and interactions between these. This is the motivation behind the choice of informants and topics 

discussed in the thesis. In some sense this thesis is a question of translation: translation of vague 

concept such as sustainability used in public discourse and policy, translation of what is really 

written in documents, being connected to other vague terms such as equity, diversity, about what 

they mean, translation of the gap between the information from the informants and the visions for 

the project Rosendal and the theories taken from the literature.  

The first phase in the work was to visit the area, the city and WSP to get an overview of the 

project and to get a grip of important elements for the project in general and the work with social 

sustainability in particular. An overview of the stakeholders involved was also obtained. This led 

to the narrowing down the limitation of the research questions and the source material. For the 

theoretical part the work on social sustainability conducted by the city of Gothenburg has been 

central. The following work led to establishing the following methodological decisions. The 

different steps of the study are illustrated bellow 

	  

Figure	  7	  illustrating	  the	  different	  parts	  of	  the	  analysis	  

 

The first part regards understanding what values are important for the project in order to 

understand what significant nodes are relevant to ask the informants about. The accumulation of 

local knowledge through the local informants helped together with the literature to understand 

what spatial features were important to consider and give attention to. 
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3.1	  Literature	  study	  “frame	  the	  discourse”	  
This study is conducting a qualitative content analysis that Lagerberg (1975) defines as”a 

scientific method for study of the results of the process of communication” (p. 8). The qualitative 

content analysis maps the message transmitted through dividing the material in categories and 

searching for key symbols and decode the symbols. (Bryder 1985 p. 9) The advantage with the 

qualitative method is that more complex analysis can be made and the focus is on what actually is 

communicated, on the other hand it is difficult handling a big quantity of information, on the 

other hand the implicit message can be missed in a quantitative analysis. (Bergström:Boréur 2009 

p 44, p 77) 

 

Literature chosen 

The primary source materials for the first part of the study are documents from the National 

Board of Housing, Building and Planning, the General Plan Frame of Uppsala, the official 

documents regarding the plans for Rosendal: quality program parks, squares and streets, Land 

allocation agreement: proposal from land-lords for constructing the second allotment. These are 

analysed according to the following scheme 

CONTENT	  ANALYSIS	   	   DOCUMENTS	  

General	  significant	  nodes	   	   Quality	  program	  for	  parks,	  

street	  and	  squares	  

Investigated	  context	  units	   Sustainability,public	  

spaces,	  social	  

dynamics	  

Land	  allocation	  agreement	  for	  

allotment	  II	  

	   	   Winning	  contribution	  for	  

allotment	  II	  

(A1,A2,B1,B2,D3,C1)	  
	   	   General	  plan	  of	  Uppsala	  
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Furthermore the report on residential segregation in Uppsala from 1990 to 2008 by Örjan Trapp 

is used; as the Sociotop map of Uppsala and the Sweco Eurofutures (2013) report commissioned 

by the municipality predicting important trends relevant for the planning in Uppsala and above all 

the substantial work done by the city of Gothenborg with social sustainability from the website 

called S2020. Literature study concerning work done in Gothenburg, Vallastaden, in Turin and 

Padova concerning meeting places and public using main conclusion to compare to the situation 

in Rosendal is a part of the secondary material. 

3.2	  Social	  analysis,	  information	  from	  informants	  in	  Uppsala	  
Collect knowledge according to Arén (1998) and the Life Mode Analysis one of three ways to 

renew the in the planning putting the people using and living in the environment and their culture 

in focus territory is using the local knowledge and Life Mode Analysis. The Life Mode analysis 

acknowledged that there are different modes of life in the city and that this should be taken in 

consideration. In the end the many faced local problems should be the knowledgeable within the 

planning (Gillberg, Stenberg 2002 p 41, 42) . The principles for choosing informants were 

relevance but also availability. The informants are representing a wide range of social reality in 

the Uppsala region. Their age is between 29-58 and they cover volunteers, students, pensioners, 

social worker, computer technician, researchers and live from areas around Rosendal except in 

one case (one informant lives in Storvreta that is 13 km from the city center and one other one 

that lives in the area). Their role as informants, was established from the need of information 

from persons with sensible eyes and ears regarding social development in Uppsala and being: I. 

active in associations/ groups promoting social sustainability in Uppsala or II. Working with 

social meeting places in Uppsala, or III. have a physical connection to the Rosendal area and 

therefore a direct interest in the  area. The fact that the clubs or associations were contacted and 

then they assigned who they saw fit to answer the questions creates a somewhat self-selection: 

however for what concerns ethnical and socio-economic background there is diversity 

represented. Groups that were hard to- or not possible, to involve were the groups older (more 

than 60 years old) and younger, something that is considered a scarcity in the study and that the 

informants themselves discussed. In the en the informants were: 

Informant I: Björn, resident in the Rosendal Area, interview 2015-03-04 
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Informant II, Seinab working in the educational organisation (Studiefrömjandet) supporting local 
association, in particular ethnic associations in Gottsunda interview 2015-04-11 

Informant III: Manila and Andreas students volunteering at a cultural cafè Mötesplatsen in 
Gottsunda,  

Informant IV: Thomas representative for the association Transition Storvreta interview 2015-03-
19 

Informant  V: Gunhild responsible for an activity house Kontakten Gottsunda, interview 2015-
03-25 

Informan VI: Eva, representative for the out-door association Fruliftsfrömjandet Uppsala, 
interview 2015-04-11 

Informant VII: Sara, the municipality of Uppsala and the Rosendal Project. 

Most of the informants are often both present, using and active in different parts of the city. This 

reference groups in Uppsala are thought to understand under -representativeness and domination 

in public places; fears and uses (that is what could be done and what should be avoided in the 

shaping of public places, what to consider) 

The interviews are qualitative and open ones. They lasts about 40-60 minutes based on the 

themes chosen after studying the social context of Uppsala and Sweden (Trapp 2010; Boverket 

2010). The interviews are constructed according to the following themes: 

 

 

 

 

 

A content analysis of the interviews are made searching for nodes, main messages and coherence 

between the informants and between the informants and the theory. The following context units 

are analysed: segregation, accessibility, public spaces. The motivation behind these context units 

is that those are seen to represent a general picture of associations relevant to the study. 

-‐	  The	  activity	  of	  the	  informant	  

-‐	  Function	  of	  friction	  places:	  positive	  and	  negative	  examples	  

-‐	  Problematic	  and	  potential	  social	  dynamics	  and	  social	  nodes	  in	  Uppsala	  

-‐	  Accessibility	  to	  public	  spaces	  and	  resources	  in	  Uppsala	  
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(Lagerberg 1975 p 8). What the method does is that is aspires to incorporate and use the informal 

knowledge third actors in society have in the planning. 

 

3.3	  Spatial	  analysis	  and	  preconditions,	  the	  zoning	  plan	  
The aim is to analyse the physical structure and the preconditions in relation to places of friction: 

mapping actual planned public spaces, type of public spaces and physical relation between public 

spaces. The places of friction are analysed according to three factors: character, anatomy and 

activity. In which the character describes what publis spaces there is, for what groups and the 

degree of publicness. Gehls activity division is used and its possible applications and target 

groups are to be discussed. Moreover the transitory/stationary areas and spatial relations between 

the different public spaces are to be individualised. The spatial analysis is to conclude the social 

and territorial findings and apply the theories from the literature. The zoning plan is to be 

analysed according to the themes and categories in the following table: 

 

	  

 

 

 

 

 

Anatomy, space syntax 

The main-assumption behind theories and methods used within space syntax is that the physical 

environment can either facilitate or hinder social interaction, it’s not neutral (Legeby 2013 p 10, 

13) created by culture and hence a social logic. The theories within the family Space syntax aims 

at connecting the physical and the social city (Vaughan 2007 p 207) by observing and 

mathematically predict likelihood for certain social use of the physical structure. Configurations 

Anatomy	   Character	   Activity	  

Relation	  to	  other	  public	  

spaces	  

Type	  of	  meeting	  that	  

could	  be	  enabled	  and	  not	  

Necessary,	  optional	  and	  

social	  

Physical	  surrounding	   Potentials	  and	  

weaknesses	  

Target	  groups?	  

Position	   Hostship,	  ownership,	  

degree	  of	  publicness	  

Cross-‐connections	  
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(patterns and interrelation between spaces) of the physical structure are central themes, in the 

concrete it means to calculate for example distances between different utilities. The assumption is 

that there is a social logic of space independent of the culture etc (Vaughan 2007 p 208).For 

example different types of action in space regulated partly from what action is done in what way: 

we walk in a linear direction and interact in convex spaces for example. Dependent on the type of 

space accessible one or the other- or both ways are encouraged or discouraged. 

It allows doing prognosis and assumption about peoples moving pattern. It could be useful in 

understanding suitable placements for activities or the organisation of public transports for 

example (Stadsutveckling. socialhållbarhet.se 2). Some basic assumptions from space syntax will 

be used in this study without using the quantitative approach since the focus is on urban content 

and not on urban design or form (compare Legeby 2013). The fact that the study-area is small 

and has weak structures of centrality (Olsson S202) makes space syntax redundant. A space 

syntax approach (Billier, Göteborgs stad) is however used to demarcate the configuration and 

depth, identify how the space of Rosendal is connected within itself. 

 

The anatomy between places of friction and Jan Gehl 

The anatomy of the Rosendal field is one theme that analysed. A place of friction is according to 

Berg, Chalmersfastigheter (2014) consisting in an anatomy based on the relation between agents 

and the physical and social structures (idem 2014 p 124- 130). One of the main tools to 

investigating the socio-spatial relations proposed by Gehl, Crusé-Sjödén, Olsson etc is to count, 

observe, make interviews with agents of the space to understand how the public space is 

perceived. The lack of this material the study takes into account previous study-results, social 

dynamics and informants active in planned meeting places /planned meeting activities/ persons 

working actively with social sustainability in the city of Uppsala learning about a local 

perspective on the social reality, challenges, problems and potentials for places of frictions. The 

types of spaces are designed spaces or leftovers unordinary planned, ordinary space. Ford 

categorises the different spaces in 1 enclosures of space, 2. shapers of space (garden, lawns), 3 

shapers of access (Ford 2000 p 110)in which the only thing discussed is the shapers of space and 

the shapers of access (sidewalks, streets) for its adequacy to the level of the case study. Ford 
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describes the linking role of different types of spaces and this is applicable to the anatomy of the 

space. The different activities are taken from the architect Jan Gehl and are divided in necessary, 

optional and social activities. 

The necessary activities are done independently of the ambiance or other conditions. The other 

types of activities are chosen or not chosen depending on spatial and functional qualities (Gehl 

2010 p 210). Social activities can be developed in spaces where both optional and necessary 

activities are held but are also they sensible to the environment. (Gehl). The figure bellow shows 

the relation between different degrees of significance of the quality of the space for human 

presence. 

 

 

Method	  discussion	  and	  source	  criticism	  
COMPARING APPLES WITH PEARS. Many of the theories or the examples are from 

American or Italian scholars and context. This could be comparing apples with pears in the sense 

that American and Italian city lives and cities are highly different from the reality of Uppsala. In 

Sweden the development since the 90s is talked about as postmodernism (referring to the reaction 

against the rational, standardized separation of functions and cities according to Courboursier), in 

Italy postfordism (referred to ideas reacting against the fordism valorising the small scale, 

uniqueness and a holistic view of an active territory) based on different types of developments, 

also the uses of public spaces and urban changes and migrations are very different due to cultural 

and economic differences, however some dynamics are the comparable. Processes of urban 

socio-economic segregation and polarization are similar as are economic, technological and 

sociological changing processes for example. (Amendola 2003 p 4, NE Postmodernism) 

Furthermore much of the literature on sustainability and public spaces are from an Italian context, 

many changes of the public spaces are actual in Italy at this moment. As for example Sayyar Sara 

Sardari and Marcus Lars 2011 (Urban diversity and how to measure it – an operational definition 

of classes and scales ) suggest, this study is veering from local, territorial and global scale since 

Rosendal is not an island but a part of the territory of Uppsala in a global discursive context 

concerning ideas about the good city development and sustainability.  
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The district as a unit is a level with direct impact to the social everyday life, the social interaction 

and community life (Forni 2010). Historically in the industrial era the district-planning 

compensated the negative effects of the rapid urbanisation providing with sense of orientation 

and stable relations in small units (Olsson, Cruse-Sondén 2004 p. 32) and further on contributed 

to functional separation in the city. Some of the ideas are still relevant (small units, sense of 

orientation and stable relations) but the mean completely different. This study will move between 

theories and a concrete planning reality. As mentioned before a district like Rosendal could form 

a social link in a cityscape like Uppsala and that link can be an enabling or threatening within 

itself or within the city. 

The primary sources regarding the field of Rosendal such as the land allocation agreement, the 

descriptions and the Quality program are made to promote the project and the image of the area 

and and has therefore a strong tendency that is used in the study hence constitutes a strength. The 

documents are the official ones and can not be any other to answer the questions. The lack in the 

source material is the early phase in the process: the Rosendal project is under construction. This 

shakes all the results and they should therefore be seen as indicative results testing the theories. 

This fact is above all sure for the cultural buildings without a fixed plan: it is a weakness in the 

sense that they can’ t be evaluated in the study as other than a great potential which makes the 

unstable source-situation both an asset and a flaw. 

TENDENCY. The informants have a strong tendency with emphasis on social sustainability and 

equity, being chosen for this specific interest. The variation lies in their spatial spread around 

Uppsala and differences in age, gender, origin, activity representing a range of different social 

realities for what concerns meeting places. The ones that are active in the Gottsunda area (Senab 

and the students) have an interrelation between themselves but contributed with very different 

point-of-view hence this is not considered as an issue for the results. Something affecting the 

results is the fact of doing one interview with two persons as once: the students. This affects the 

study in that some information may be missing and the information given could be affected by 

the fact of the presence of the other: a case of dependency. One of the informants have personal 

interest in the issue: the resident in the area, there is a risk that the informant from the 

municipality have an interest in promoting the project something that have been treated primarily 

by using the information from that informant as a part of the vision-chapter in which the tendency 
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and interest is an advantage for the study. Furthermore only some of all the interviews have been 

used in the study due to inadequate interviews; or because they did not add any information to the 

thematic or the open interviews made the quality of the content to scarce, this is declared in the 

quote -collection as annex. 

The chosen literature comes from a wide rage of field, areas of the world and different time 

époques but is part of a polemic and politicised discussion: the discussion about equity and social 

integration/segregation. The fact of finding contradictions in the literature shows that if a 

tendency was significant they were multiply tendencies and can therefore be representative 

considering the limitations of the study. There could be a lack of neoliberal influenced literature, 

on the other hand those scholars are not present within the thematic. 

	  

4.	  Results	  and	  analysis	  
In this chapter the empirical result shall be presented in three parts: 1) values and goals, 2), the social 

analysis by informants in Uppsala, 3) the Spatial analysis of the zoning plan of Rosendal. In the end of 

every part there is a conclusion adressing one of the research questions at a time. Part number IV is the 

conclusive part providing with recommendation for the area based on the findings of the study, followed 

by part V-final discussion. 

 

4.1.	  The	  discourse;	  values	  and	  social	  goals	  of	  the	  project	  

This part is using the land allocation agreement for allotment II and the General Plan of Uppsala 

from 2010 in relation to a national and European discourse concluding documents treating social 

sustainability. The following table concludes the findings from studying the relevant material and 

searching for context units declared in the left column in the table. 

Theme 

 

National, European (1) Uppsala (2) Rosendal (3) 

Individualised issues 

for sustainable 

Women’s and elderly’s 

fear and, residential 
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development segregation, less 

accessibility for 

lowincome 

groups in areas  

Insufficient weight is put 

on life quality and the 

attractivness of cities in 

planning 

Social sustainability A more robust, resistant 

Society through 

relations between 

people. Participation 

in planning and doing.. 

Access to local meeting 

places. Democratic 

values. Increased 

integration and reduced 

residential segregation. 

Consider needs of 

different groups, 

encourage meeting 

between people and 

equality between men 

and women 

Residential segregation, 

lack of housing 

Diversity, social contact 

between people living in 

the area in creating 

aesthetically attractive 

spaces. 

Integration Create preconditions for 

increased integrations 

and diversified in the 

build environments. 

Important to focus on 

meeting places since 

the residential 

segregation, especially 

in new building areas is 

substantial. Linking 

together different parts 

Spread in the 

municipality of 

accommodation for 

”weak 

groups” such as 

persons 

with a weak economy. 

The municipality should 

act to decrease the 

physical and social 

segregation in the city, 

Rosendal as a link 

between the city and 

southern part of the city 
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of the city, p26. Social 

integration necessary 

for and increased 

understanding for 

different groups life 

condition p 28. Socially 

mixed residential areas 

mitigate the risk for 

social disturbance- 

social community 

) 

linking together the 

different parts of the 

city. 

The surfaces of contact 

between different parts 

of the city should 

increase promoting 

integration and safety 

Work on the 

attractiveness in 

marginal parts of the 

city. The process of 

Gottsunda a reference 

for how this should be 

done. Freedom of 

choosing how and 

where to live is seen as 

having a mitigating 

effect on the 

segregation (ÖP p.68) 

    

Public places and 

spaces 

Tool to mitigate lack of 

social contact 

(S2020)for 

lonely. (P 139) Children 

and elderly use outdoor 

public spaces more than 

other groups. 

The social capital in the 

society should be 

encouraged: can be 

done through 

safeguarding the public 

spaces for meeting. 

(P.87) 

Surface for contact 

should encourage 

integration and safety 

between people in the 

Stadsväven (physical 

development area in 

southern parts of the 

city in which Rosendal 

is a part) (ÖP2010) 

Boendestrategi Linking 

the city together 

Diversity in form and 

function is going to 

increase attractiveness, 

Diversity, creativity, a 

place for everybody. 

Focus on nature 

Presence of cultural 

heritage important 

local identity 

Clear boundaries 

between private and 

public: it should be 

obvious who is 

responsible and who 

have access to every 

place 
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Public places as bridge 

builders 

integration between 

different groups 

 

1) National Board on Housing (2010 socialt hållbar stadsutveckling, 2004 hållbara städer och tätorter i 

Sverige), Göteborgs stad S2020, delegation for sustainable cities (femton hinder för en hållbar 

stadsutveckling 2011) 2).The General plan of Uppsala (ÖP2010), Strategy of accommodation Uppsala 

2014 3). Land allocation agreement allotment 1,2, Quality program for parks and public spaces 

The more local and concrete the adressee is for the program or plan, the more focus is on the 

physical dimensions of social sustainability. Spatial segregation is acknowledged as being a 

relevant problem and one solution pointed out is mixed living and linking together different parts 

of the city. Mixed living in Uppsala is defined as having at least 30% of the accommodations 

being rental ones, even though it does not seem to be a successful measure.(Trapp 2012) All 

documents are policy-documents the different entities have responsibilities and influence at very 

different level: at the local one it is not even mentioned for example. However the local level 

aderessees differences in the vision: social sustainability is not even considered on all levels, 

what is addressed are methods that no longer work. Operationalisation and concrete suggestions 

are absent since they are policy documents: strategies are needed. Key findings in the land 

allocation agreement and general plan are Sustainable living, openness, diversity, closeness to 

nature, accessibility, university (campus), natural heritage, priority to pedestrians and bike-users 

Groups pointed out are: Children, elderly. 

Specifically for Rosendal the following quote gives an idea of what sustainability could mean: 

”Well,	  the	  right	  to	  be	  present	  so	  to	  say”-‐ says the informant from the municipality about what she 

links to the concept of social sustainability. A key message for what Rosendal concerns in the 

land allocation agreement, the Quality Program and the description of the project at the web-page 

of the municipality of Uppsala is Diversity. Social diversity and the right to be present do go hand 

in hand. The concept of diversity that is repeated relates to aesthetics and function in the area, in 

the following context: Diversity in general, social diversity meaning contact between people 

living in the area where themes brought up in the interview. On the one hand a bottom-up 

approach facilitating an ecological, healthy and ’smart’ life-style including shared bicycle repair-

stations, public gardens is discussed but also a vision of a process characterised by dialog 
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between different stakeholders on the other. Ecology and the green Rosendal has an important 

priority in the discourse of the project.  A vision for Rosendal is to create preconditions for a 

stable hoard of inhabitants in building flexible living solutions for different stages of life  that can 

be connected to diversity and stability. In reclaiming diversity some of the different connotations 

of diversity are shown (creative class or different socio-economic groups creating a positive and 

constructive dynamic in the city district with beneficial economical results due to creativity and 

tolerance that according to theory attracts more successful people (Florida); or spatial justice 

(Fanstein); or activates mechanisms of social control creating safety(Jacobs). 

4.2.	  Social	  analysis:	  Interview	  with	  informants	  in	  Uppsala	  
”.. is referred to closeness and care between people I would say” - says the informant from 

Transition Storvreta when answering on the definition of social sustainability.  This part of the 

results answers to the question of social dynamics in Uppsala by informants being active on the 

territory. The different informants empathized on different things in their answer regarding social 

sustainability. Transition Storvreta is attentive on networking and inter-relational resources, the 

out-door association of nature pedagogics as a social link and the volunteers are sensitive for 

cross-cultural meeting places for example. 

”	  And	  social	  sustainability,	  if	  you	  would	  say	  economical,	  ecological	  and	  social,	  then	  

you	  don’	  t	  mention	  organizational	  sustainability	  and	  organisational	  sustainability	  is	  

about	  knowing	  who	  we	  are,	  what	  we	  want,	  it’	  s	  about	  constructing	  an	  identity	  but	  

also	  about	  having	  a	   functioning	  dialog	  with	   the	  municipality,	   that	  after	  all	   is	  our	  

mandator	   so	   to	   speak”- Informant from Transition Storvreta about the 

organisational resource. 

Seinab testimonies about the Swedish social context in a perspective and the situation for young 

people from the young perspective, several of the other stresses the group young people that has 

nothing to do, dominating the space as a source of feeling of danger in public spaces, in 

concordance with the view of the resident and the students concerning the situation for young 

people in Uppsala. This reasoning and issue is brought up in Amin (2002) discussing 

disengagement of young people as one important factor behind a socially unsustainable situation 

(Home office report in Amin 2002). One interesting difference is that the economic factor as an 
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excluding mechanism for the residential situation is mentioned spontaneously by all the 

informants but by the one from the municipality. One of the informants that resides in the 

Rosendal area expresses himself like this:	  

	  ”But	   I	  guess	   it’	   s	  a	  part	  of	   the	  policy,	  because	   if	   it	   is	  as	   it	   is	  at	   the	  other	   side	  of	  

Rosendal	   where	  many	   apartments	   are	   sold,	   or	   they’	   re	   trying	   to	   sell	   them,	   at	   a	  

fairly	  high	  price,	  and	  I	  guess	  that	  back-‐pedals	  a	  real	  diversity	  but	  if	  there’	  s	  a	  high	  

share	   rental	   apartments	   for	   example	   and	   also	   that	   there	  will	   be	   apartments	   for	  

students	  then	  I	  guess	  that’	  s	  also	  a	  part	  of	  the	  diversity,	  that	  you	  could	  start	  with	  

welcoming	  a	  bit	  different	  audience” 

This reflects the old strategy of the municipality to overcome the residential segregation, but as 

(Trapp 2012) concludes it’ s a strategy that does not seem to work seeing the segregation pattern 

until year 2008 at least. One of the weaknesses several informants points out is physical and also 

social separation (both wanted and not by the social groups) between social groups even in 

geographically small areas (as for example a meeting place or city district) with high population 

density, they mean that different groups present at different times are doing different activities, as 

states the two student informants being active volunteers in a homework help-group in 

Gottsunda:”Well,	  there	   is	  a	  bit	   integrated	  but	  not	  much,	   it	  could	  be	  so	  much	  better.	  Because	  

there	  is	  a	  great	  potential” 

This quotes talks about the commercial center in the periphery, characterised by high population 

density and high level of socio-cultural diversity; an area that Rosendal physically could consist a 

link since it’s between the city center and Gottsunda. It was stated that in planned meeting places 

groups that are hard to involve are primarily ethnical Swedes and elderly men. Furthermore 

young people is a group brought up for discussion various times when discussing the fact that 

young people lack access having no place to frequent. Another phenomena is that there is a clear 

imaginaries concerning the social situations and the safety of places about different districts in 

Uppsala, and both in cased of positive or negative association the informants witnesses that it 

creates cultural barriers; even though the more of the informants themselves moves through the 

different environments in the city, maybe working with social issues in one part and living in 

another. For example Gottsunda is or referred to as a less safe or as a place “they say” is less safe 
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and where you would avoid except by the persons that in this study usually go to Gottsunda 

(informants I, II, III, V) 	  

	  ”	  It’	  s	  not	  as	  if	  I	  actually	  use	  to	  go	  to	  Gottsunda	  but	  Gottsunda	  has	  a	  bit	  of	  a	  bad	  

rumor.	   That	   there	   are	   people	   around	   that	   maybe	   would	   make	   one	   feel	   unsafe!	  

”(Resident) 

 The city center is described as a place for swedes, inaccessible for marginalised groups 

(informant II Seinab). This statement connects with the studies of Legeby spatially analysing the 

segregation finding spatial reasons for cultural inaccessibility. When it comes to the role of 

Rosendal in Uppsala and the role of a city district in general, for diversity and integration both 

the two students, the resident and the responsible at the municipality points out the economic 

limiting element creating city districts that are more available/reachable for some than for others; 

economically but that also affects the social and cultural accessibility. The representative from 

the municipality describes social sustainability as ”Well, the right to be present in the room/space 

so to speak” 

For what Rosendal is concerned it is seen from the municipality and as an important new and 

modern city district, valorizing such as small scale, priority of the pedestrians, uniqueness in form 

and layout, city and life-quality and ecology. The informant from the Municipality says that the 

municipality has an important role since they can decide for example ”What function that has the 

highest priority on the street” This coincides well with post-fordist values (see theory-part) 

Rosendal is talked about as a link in the Södra staden that is referring to the entire southern part 

of Uppsala that is under development in order to manage the growing population pattern (Sweco 

Eurofutures 2013). As the modern sustainable city district it is gives priority to pedestrians and is 

trying to create precondition for life between the buildings (informant municipality) with some 

magnets such as two high qualitative parks, closeness to the city forest and some commercial 

service. Moreover she says 

 ”But	   there	   is	   supposed	   to	  be	   some	   sort	   of	   commercial	   activity	   in	   every	  building.	  

And	  that	  is	  somehow	  the	  fundaments	  in	  the	  attractiveness	  and	  the	  magnet-‐effect	  

in	   these	  kind	  of	   ’successful’	   investments.	  We	   see	   for	   example	   this	   central	  part	  of	  

the	   land	   allocation	   agreement	   in	   the	   green	   network	   system	   as	   a	   form	   of	   ’jewel’	  
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that	   could	   comprehend	   some	   kind	   of	   café,	   maybe	   a	   kindergarten,	   maybe	   a	  

museum,	  some	  public	  activity	  anyhow	  with	  a	  terrace	  that	  could	  contribute	  strongly	  

to	  the	  value	  of	  the	  park	  here” 

 In Rosendal most of the ground floors of the buildings facing the street or a square are supposed 

to have some activity other than residential. It is supposed to have potential for creating a 

network of social nodes. It is naturally a transportation node and is thought of as a bicycle node. 

This way of giving priority to economic business and then talking about public activity is 

fundamental for what target groups that will be attracted and not to the place- based on economy. 

This takes the discourse party back to Richard Florida (a creative-class project) but again 

confirming the postmodern way of using public space as a place for consumption (Zukin 1995). 

Another magnet mentioned by the informant are the sport facilities, both indoor and outdoor. 

LINKING IDEAS. The resident in the area and the representative for the transition movement in 

Storvreta both talk about places to interact and at place where to be active together across 

generations. The outdoor-association obviously suggests this kind of activity, outdoor pedagogic, 

outdoor experiences that they do cross-ethnical activities. All of the actors talk about the 

difficulty to find cross-generational activities.  

A fear in planned social spaces is that they tend to have the build-in function that they attract 

people already active and tend to miss other groups- places with strategic activities addressing 

themselves to many groups are what Transition Storvreta is aiming at and what other meeting 

places in Uppsala is asking for. To be on strategic positions are essential favouring both by-

passers as well as persons aiming to go there, that is: visitors, residents and by passers. The 

mixity of functions and levels of openness/publicness in combination with many attractive 

stationary places is strategic in that it attracts diverse kinds of groups and that you could go there 

with a specific goal or just to be. The closest to a possible way are the sport activities or the 

cultural arrangements organised on a grass-root level by and with young people activities. What 

the representative from Transition Storvreta suggests is infrastructure preconditioning co-

presence of different generations as in a winter garden (atrium) in a residential house targeted at 

elderly persons. What in the theory is called co-use to promote a co-presence could also be 

created through associative infrastructure, something pointed out as very useful and needed 

according to the informant working with ethnical associations. Also for the fact that this is often 
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something needed for some groups of people, young people are specifically pointed out, a part of 

the rhythm of life and different life situations talked about in Olson, Ohlander and Cruse-Sondén 

2004: people that have more time and lower level of employment use and need public spaces 

more. Other ideas of important functions to create co-awareness, and maybe interaction are to 

actually have places to sit and cross-generational playgrounds. In this Transition Storvreta tries to 

work with young people and create an ambiance that would not just attract them during night-

time and for what night time is concerned it is seen as important to have these playgrounds well-

integrated in the structure of the area in the sense that they are located where people naturally 

pass (increased presence that created feeling of safety). Being in Rosendal the fact of being 

linked to a campus could have huge potentials in creating social places of friction with an 

integrative effect, the experiences of the language café and the meeting place in Gottsunda is that 

it’s most students that come and help out with Swedish or social activity. They mention it as a 

door-opener between different cultures co-existing in the same city, as one of them speaks arabic. 

They mean that there is everything in this suburb- many people, a lot of culture and different 

cultures and they don’t have any suggestions but say that you have to” find something that can 

connect them, something they would do together, the rest is already there” (informants, students 

volunteering in a homework help group) but that they actually are segregated together in 

diversity.  

Connect to Berg,Chalmersfastigheter (2014) about the role of children for example. In a planning 

context a connection would be translated into schools, playgrounds etc. 

Furthermore students are a group that may have access to other languages than Swedish and 

English and this could be a possible linguistic hub (students volunteering in a home work-group) 

even though they stress that students the group that is most difficult to reach in these public 

places. What Rosendal in itself has above all is that it is situated in a territory with many social, 

organisational and cultural resources. 

 

MECHANISMS AND DYNAMICS OF SEPARATION 

”Yes,	   but	   we’re	   trying	   to	   work	   a	   lot	   with	   cross-‐fertilising	   between	   different	  

associations	  and	  groups”	  – Transition Storvreta 
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Organisations and associations (and therefore physical infrastructure for this) is seen as an 

essential factor in the Swedish way of socialising and related to the co-awareness and interaction 

but the participation is exclusive in the sense that there is a gap in level of participation and a 

polarization in sort of association. In the Storvreta case sport is described as a big part in the 

community life but then again: some groups are forgotten sense some are very active and other 

groups not active at all in sport associations. Then informants claim that the ones active and 

doing things seem to be the ones participating and using planned spaces and activities and others 

not at all. That makes the gap between need (for the most relevant ages such as older and younger 

people) and use big which could be a problem for the social cohesion. Regarding infrastructure, 

social cohesion and use of space the informant working with ethnical associations (informant II) 

sees a problem in the difference between the usage of planned social spaces; the community 

centers for young people in the center of the city are used only by ethnical Swedes and many 

young people in the suburb “just hang around”. As she sees it it´s both a lack of interest but also 

a lot due to lack of information about what there is for the group of young people in the suburb. 

What informant II is describing is a two-folded problem concerning planning: the planned can be 

used unpredictably including resulting in space not used and not planning is ignoring power-

relations. A solution is to analyse the power-relation and work with Participation. 

The role of the users of the space is underlined in both the interview with Transition Storvreta 

and from the work with ethnical associations and the issue concerns participation. In the case of 

Storvreta it is above all the young and the children that the community tries to get involved in the 

planning of new areas or functions: for example it is suggested to let the children in the 

community create a map of the “outdoor rooms” in Storvreta in order to make them involved and 

point out their own “secret places” and visualise how the public space is connected and 

accessible. Informant II on the other hand, also talks about young people, but in the sense to give 

young people a physical infrastructure to create a public space of their own, arguing that it could 

be a way of attracting them sense that seems to be a problem. More that seeing participation as a 

right being provided by an agent with power (municipality for example) it could also be seen as a 

duty. The informant from Transition Storvreta says: 

”and	  that’	  s	  when	  I	  though	  that	  maybe	  I	  should	  try	  to	  deliver	  myself	  I	  almost	  said,	  

but	   to	   do	   something	   yourself	   in	   the	   district	   I	   live	   in	   and	   then	   the	   point	   turned	  
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towards	  me.	  But	  we	  were	  about	  five,	  six	  persons	  that	  went	  together	  and	  started	  to	  

talk	  and	  we	  had	  a	   lot	  of	  meetings	  where	  we	   talked	  about	  what	  we	   thought	  was	  

important	  and	  that	   is	  all	  kinds	  of	  questions,	  really,	  and	  you	  never	  know	  what	  the	  

meeting	  is	  going	  to	  be	  about”  

One evaluation of how it works at one of these planned social meeting places- Meeting place 

Gottsunda, shows that various activities are offered such as cultural cafés and courses are held 

two of the active in “help with homework group” the interaction between different groups is 

despite the variety of activity highly limited. Informant II brings up the question of climate and 

differences in how acting and using the space. Her reflections are that in Sweden you tend to the 

socially active in an organised way, in her country of origin the public life is lived outside. 

Governa, Memoli and Legeby mention the importance of the unexpected for public life, off 

course this affects the role of potential places of friction. It also makes it more important to create 

flexible changeable spaces of friction. Furthermore it makes the integration and a diversified co-

awareness and interaction more of a challenge since organised sociability implies a path 

dependence where you create your own social group in accordance to your interest and the 

preconditions for social mobility is less.	  

	  ”you	  can	  work,	  do	  grocery	  shopping,	  you	  can	  do	  everything	  you	  want	  in	  arabic.	  And	  then	  there’	  

s	  a	  safety	  in	  staying	  where	  you	  are.” this quote from the interview with one of the students active 

in Gottsunda talks about the problem with safety, an safety as a block meaning safety to stay but 

not to cross the geographical or social/cultural borders. This kind of feeling of safety is the basis 

for any segregation an also a sign of what Putnam refers to as a high social capital. It involves 

creating a “we” and a “them”. The informant from the outdoor association sees nature as a 

evident site for cultural- networking. 

”But	  we	  bring	  different	  groups	  into	  nature.	  Everybody-‐	  from	  children	  at	  

kindergarten,	  and	  then	  working	  with	  themes	  such	  as	  Swedish	  and	  mathematics	  

outdoors.	  This	  with	  our-‐door	  didactics.	  This	  in	  feeling	  and	  smelling	  everything,	  

makes	  you	  remember	  better	  and	  it	  becomes	  more	  fun.	  Then	  we	  have	  also	  groups	  

with	  a	  foreign	  background	  that	  we	  bring	  to	  the	  forest	  so	  that	  they	  can	  take	  part	  in	  

a	  lot	  that	  are	  evident	  for	  us	  but	  not	  for	  them.	  ”.	  
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The quote describes a vision about’ us’ and ’theme’ also: ’we’ are to teach ’them’ how a place is 

to be seen and used. On one hand it is like that- understanding a cultural is a tool in order to be 

part of it, on the other hand it creates relations of domination excluding alternative ways of 

interpreting and ways of using- a space (confirms Catharina Törns research on eco-reading). 

What Valentine and Amin states is that conflicts can be constructive if there is an arena for 

negotiation and friction (Amin 2002, Valentine 2008) 

 

”There	  are	  so	  many	  people,	  a	  such	  a	  big	  amount	  of	  persons,	  different	  persons	  that	  

are	  moving.	  You	  just	  have	  to	  find	  something	  that	  sort	  of	  could	  unite	  them	  to	  make	  

things	  together.	  That	  is	  kind	  of	  the	  step	  that	  is	  missing,	  the	  rest	  is	  already	  there”	  -‐	  

students	  

A physical place embracing many types of activities for different groups or one activity in need 

of different groups taking part is mentioned. The informants from Transition Storvreta describes 

how one idea is to integrate associations in the planning and management of public spaces and 

spatially integrate for example the pensioners association with the after-school activities for 

young people. In what Berg; Chalmersfastigheter (2014) describes as ’soft’ elements that make 

people connect Rosendal has for example schools as a catalyst of contact. The importance of the 

catalyst effect is confirmed by the informant being a resident in the area when saying:  

” I lived in Norby when by children went to school and they could walk to school 

from the beginning and I thought that was really a great thing. And it made me have 

being in real good contact with everybody else in the neighbourhood and that is 

something I think is really important with the school” 

The two informants being students (informants from interview III) talk about the public/private 

space that is called Gottsunda centrum- a suburb-center with public services such as library, 

health service and also private services such as grocery stores, shops and restaurants. Above all it 

is roof-covered and has many places to sit in the middle. The informants say: 
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 ”Gottsunda centrum, well many stay there if they have nothing else to do or that 

they prefer to go there rather than to go to the youth center. You go there to meet, 

to talk to people or to take a walk around the mall ” 

This observation confirms the observation made by informant II about different arenas for 

meetings in Sweden and her home-country, Legeby and Berg,Chalmersfastigheter  statement that 

climate is important that makes the fact that it s indoor an important factor and then that there are 

a mix in the primary-use which spills off on the secondary/optional use (Jacobs, Gehl). It is 

however not compatible with Rosendal do to its character as a pole in the area. 

Divergence, accordance between policy and informants 

The policy- discourse and the informants live and act in the same discourse and that is evident 

from the interviews brining up for example priorities for pedestrians, life-quality, mentioning of 

diversity and safety. Off course the informants are also able to give more specific and concrete 

examples and concrete visions for social sustainability seeing their role. At the same time the 

informants take on questions that the policy documents do not about social divergences’ and 

different social access in the city-scape. Moreover they reflect the Swedish integration-debate 

seeing integration as a question of ethnicity (it is and can be but it is not the only form of 

integration). Except confirming some of the theory putting a finger of issues regarding social 

sustainability and separated diversity- or co-presence without contact; one of the major messages 

concerned information and networking and organisational sustainability.	  

	  ”In	  that	  way	  I	  mean	  that	  we	  created	  preconditions	  for,	  through	  the	  networking	  

we’ve	  been	  working	  on	  for	  so	  long	  now,	  that	  you	  know	  more	  or	  less	  who	  is	  who	  

and	  who	  knows	  what	  and	  is	  good	  in	  doing	  what	  so	  that	  you	  can	  act	  on	  that	  and	  

move	  on.”-‐ Informant IV from Transition Storvreta 

 

4.3.	  	  Spatial	  analysis,	  land-‐use	  in	  the	  zoning	  plan	  of	  Rosendal	  

Rosendal is preparing itself for a high population density, primarily a residential population 

which promotes to- and through movements some part of the day- both spatially and 

demographically it is likely to be an important spatial link in the city. Having many inhabitants 
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creates at least an indoor-presence and possible eyes on the streets, which is important for the 

feeling of safety in the area, also according to the theories of Jacobs (1961 p 152). This part of the 

results shows important features of the physical preconditions for public spaces in Rosendal.  
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Figure	  8	  global	  map	  showing	  the	  population	  density	  (from	  the	  web-‐service	  kartan.uppsala.se)	  

 

 

ROSENDAL	  
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The Rosendal area is as can be as seen in the global map bellow is that it is a between-area: 

between two demographical and infrastructural polis seen in fig VIII (Uppsala and the southern 

area of the city) of which the city center is one which means flows; between the university and 

the city becoming part of a campus area, working places and recreational spots and an strategic 

are for attractive optional activities. 

 

Character, Local map I 

 

There is an already existing upper secondary 

school in the north-west part of the plan (blue) 

The state-owned company Akademiska Hus 

are entitled to the area marked in blue and is 

probably going to build aulas, offices, student 

housing uncertain information There are two 

squares within the map and five parks (and 

one nature zone). Three buildings are planned 

to be ”central activity” per definition public. 

Two sport facility-areas in the south-west part 

of the plan, one indoor and one outdoor sports 

field. There are four buildings of character 

cultural heritage without declared plan of 

usage. Furthermore the many green areas are 

noticeable. This leaves however few indoor-

spots for optional or planned social activity 

but many spots attracting for example children 

and adults working in the area to Rosendal.  

 
Strategic or important sites within the plan; schools; campus; 

”Fyrkanten” 

Critical sites; Akademiska hus	  

Figure	  9	  An	  illustration	  of	  the	  character	  of	  the	  public	  spaces	  in	  
Rosendal.	  The	  original	  illustrative	  map	  is	  taken	  from	  the	  	  web-‐
portal	  project	  place.	  	  
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The theories from space syntax and the character of space says that typical for transitory spaces 

are the linear spaces since people move in lines, that spaces for interaction are often convex in 

different shapes. The spaces of Rosendal show a non-complex street grid which facilitates the 

transits and that the convex spaces are organised: the squares around the main street-grid but the 

rest of them are in-between spaces and in most cases connected to each other. This means that the 

transitory and stationary activities are separated which could mean that the planned targeted 

activities and groups are promoted: you go there with a purpose or you pass by on your way to a 

target point. This means less integration between residents and other groups not targeted. To 

ensure social diversity and good condition of social and cultural resources it is significant that 

forgotten and remembered groups are mapped at least to know what includes and excludes 

different citizens in the city district (Legeby 2013 p. 313). That is partly represented in the degree 

of publicness, the share of completely open space, on the other hand it is defined by the targeted 

activities or layouts (not covered by the study). Children in all ages and their adults in their lives 

are two groups being targeted in the plan by schools and leisure facilities- green areas and sport 

facilities. Other target groups are presumably persons related to the academia, both staff and 

students and residents. Reasons to come from other parts of the city would be necessary activities 

(campus, work places) and social, optional in themselves if they have high quality (park, sport 

facilities or magnets in strategic sites (see further on). According to Jacobs it is vital for a district 

to have a mixed land-use both regarding primary and secondary use of space.(Jacobs 1961 p 

152). This shows that there are few public indoor-spaces, something important since also the 

Quality program (p16) states that many in Sweden spend 90% of the time indoors it is important 

that there are indoor spaces for everybody-where you would go being whoever. The public of 

Rosendals non-residential population probably is a young educated one.  

 

Activity, Local map II 
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The Figure X shows that the area has many planned as well as unplanned spaces. And among the 

planned spaces there are the spaces for necessary activities in blue, the red-marked optional and 

the yellow/green ones as social or optional activity being important that they contain a high 

quality. The fig.X shows the domination of necessary activity (primarly school- or undefined 

university activity) in the northern part and open-air public, optional and activities open for the 

Figure	  10	  local	  map	  II	  dividing	  the	  spaces	  in	  the	  zoning	  plan	  
according	  to	  type	  of	  activity	  and	  type	  of	  space 

This map (Fig.X) divides the spaces 
for different types of activities 
according to the following divisions 
according to the following colours 

Necessary, optional, social  

Furthermore it indicates planned, 
unplanned spaces and degree of 
publicness: private common, public or 
open for public 
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public with few formal limitations are concentrated to the south part. The area is well-served with 

plenty of space for necessary activities such as work-places and schools, and a lot of space for 

social activity such as watch, talk, listen and recreational activity, even though a discussion of the 

quality of the transitory spaces are to come further on in the study. The ground-floors marked 

with red along the mainstream and along the squares are to be ”activity for public use” (zoning 

plan) and that includes everything that is within the frame of whoever wants to rent it: as long a it 

is accessable for the public. ”Activity open for the public” could be the space that connects to 

Zukin (1995) and the public space of consumption, or the sale of a life-style threatening social 

diversity as well as a social catalyst (Berg,Chalmersfastigheter 2014). These activities are 

however a spread element being small destinations to activate a big part of the area with some 

form of presence. Different categories are related also related to the degree of publicness. A 

difference between the planned and unplanned is degree of control, limitation- such as opening 

hours, costs and rules such as the sport central activity buildings and characteristics for what 

concerns target-group and main activity. For example are the schools open for the public but 

indebted in a set of rules and aims for being present at schools targeted at children and their 

responsible adults, hence a planned space. In the figure X all the evidentiated in-door spaces are 

planned. The ground-floor spaces are without plans but likely for some type of commerce, hence 

both with target groups and limitations. The non-public spaces are marked in white and are the 

most part of open-air spaces, some dedicated to public life such as green areas and the squares. 

There are three parking buildings marked with grey even though they would go under the 

category ’necessary’. Parking buildings have low positive influence on the co-awareness and 

interaction: its a transitory space in which you go to and go from in a car. Concluding the map 

shows that there will be an inflow from people in the entire area, primarily day-time considering 

the schools and that there are few spaces for public stationary activity indoor and that what there 

it is the decision of the owner of the building judging the type of activity (limitations and so on 

are not predictable) hence also targeted groups. The spaces dedicated to public use are 

concentrated in the southern parts of the zoning-plan, often the residential streets, whereas the 

spaces for necessary activity are located in the north. This could indicate a more active zone day-

time in the north and a more spread presence in the southern part of the area. Moreover the 

optional/social space that is there is crucial to develop. In particular can be noticed the park and 

the ´Fyrkant´ the four buildings in the middle of a parking house and a residential building. 
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What 

concerns spaces that are not planned (spaces in-between) 

or planned social or optional spaces out-door (parks, 

nature   areas) their character relies on factors influencing 

the sound level, that traffic-situation and the visibility 

(viewshed). The use and presence of these spaces depend highly on their quality: attractiveness, 

location in relation to fig.11 pointing out major exits for car traffic necessary or optional planned 

activities. Many of variables affecting the attractiveness are to be analysed more in detail since is 

includes detailed aesthetic aspects or detailed functional aspects such as assess of benches to sit 

on for example. Highly trafficked environment affects the preconditions; to hear and have the 

possibility to see are worsen and the social activities are less promoted (Gehl about human 

senses). 

Human-friendly transitory and stationary spaces 
Precondition for seeing, hearing, talking, walking 
and the spaces in- between 

TRAFFIC 

	  

Figur	  1	  local	  map	  showing	  circulation	  features 

Strategic zones:  

- South-western part of the 
plan-”Fyrkanten”, campus  

Critical points ,positions 

- -Campus,Parking buildings, 
Facilities with its back on 
the ’forest spine’ 
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Tram is a barrier (as is discussed for the main-street in Rosendal) hence a hinder in the personal 

movement and the spatial quality for transitory spaces, especially for children or disabled 

persons: the car takes up much more space than pedestrians and means less space for inter-human 

activity. Therefore the co-presence, co-awareness and interaction has more or less possibilities 

depending on what kind of traffic is. (Lynch, Legeby) 

All the linear spaces are primarily transitory spaces, under certain condition they leave 

possibilities to stop such as stationary stops: benches, ’space pockets’ rectangular spaces to see 

and hear each other. To this can be added that the faster the traffic (also concerning bikes) the 

less actual possibility to have time to be accessible for eye-contact or oral contact. What can be 

observed from the level adequate of this thesis is that the space mainly dedicated to transitory 

activity has a clear layout (fig11) and is variable concerning seize and traffic-flow. There can be 

observed a role of centrality versus periphery in the map where the school areas and sport facility 

area is located in the periphery. Which contributes to a variety with calm areas in the district but 

makes it important to locate spaces used night-time for a balances day-rhythm.  Furthermore the 

map indicated that there are two main critical points for what traffic concerns: the main 

barrier/highly trafficked thoroughfare with two big exits and two crossings for car-traffic and 

then one main-road east of the area concerning mainly the northeastern part since the rest of 

Rosendal is clothed with a park limiting the effect of the road. In general there are many 

obstacles for the car traffic, less-trafficked streets in the area with limited speed and one-way 

directed streets (8- and 10-meter wide streets) being a factor benefiting a high quality in the 

recreational areas. These elements are partly increasing the physical access for persons having 

access to a car, partly affecting the ambiance negatively, specially the northern square. Other 

important factors are the green areas: both the more anthropized ones (parks) and less (the 

Stadsskogen outside of the zoning plan) mitigating the intense land-use, constituting calm 

stationary spaces. Furthermore the green elements and the physically accessibility to the semi-

private areas (inner yards) such as implementing a street hierarchy promoting bicycle are 

supporting potential for attractive both stationary and transitory environments. As structure the 

street-network has a low degree of complicity which promotes sense of orientation and the view 

shed: it’s easy to see others and be seen. 
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 For what concerns the anatomy of the spaces planned in the zoning plan, seen in fig X, XI, what 

is taken in considerations is the presence, rhythm of the day, linking network- effects between 

activities. The point-of-departure is having a bike-perspective, therefore the bicycle-paths and 

their exits are considered.. It is shown that the southern part of the area is connected for stationary 

and transitory activity. (meeting-place to have a motive and space to walk, stay, listen, talk). The 

out-door spaces help creating the southern network of recreational/optional area. Regarding the 

anatomy of planned and unplanned spaces of friction in Rosendal a relation of center- periphery 

can be seen. The few spaces of central activity by the municipality and the spaces in the private 

buildings that are open to the public are primarily located in the most integrated parts of 

Rosendal, and other optional activity or necessary (such as schools) are located in the periphery 

in the area. This could reflect the division commercial and not in which the schools are more 

physically accessible by bike and the possible commercial activity by car. Other than that is 

partly giving a spatial variety with more and less intense zones, more and less populated and 

more and less transitory. The periphery (especially the south) is dominated by stationary, social 

and optional activities and spaces. It is also there where there are several possible positive 

linking-effects. The square and the indoor sport-facility are imbedded in a traffic-wise calmer 

residential area with vicinity to central activity, schools and out-door sport facilities. To add is the 

green park area connecting to the square, the sport-facility and continues through the southern 

parts of the area. This shows a mix of necessary-optional and space for social activity. This 

means a space of multifunctional land- use supporting some kind of diversity. The same structure 

(with absence of sport facilities but in its vicinities) can be observed in the south-east where a 

nature-area connects two schools and one central-activity in a residential part of Rosendal. 

However the parks risks to be unwatched during night-time being located between schools, 

residential buildings and the ’Stadsskogen’, thus dependent on the presence of the residents. 

A potential and important spot is marked with a purple square and is located in middle of the area 

of Akademiska Hus (’Fyrkanten’) general risking being a space of mono-usage. ´Fyrkanten has 

an important location being one of few optional or social spots in the area, it is a potential site for 

that is unplanned and it adds an essential historic value to Rosendal. The location reduce the 

effect of lack of social spots (it adds resources to the surrounding area) but it is positioned in a 

critical area (it is not supported by its surroundings that is a parking building and a high 

residential edifice diminishing is chances of being seen. Off-course this all depends on what 
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Akademiska Hus chooses to exploit the territory and what organisational co-operations may arise. 

The critical spots, marked by black rings and a dark green line demarcating the ’forest spine’ of 

the area are considered as weak spots due to lack of connections with spaces with a high potential 

for human movements (less integrated)(Legeby), or movements few hours of the day such as the 

forest part, bicycle roads taken into consideration. As for the southern parking house due to the 

close connection to a highly trafficked road with a high presence of cars, and less pedestrians to 

see and hear (Jacobs). This makes the parking house important to populate with activities (in 

concordance with the Quality Program and partly also with the zoning plan having ’activity open 

for the public marked out). 

 

4.5.	  	  Conclusions	  
This study is a case study of potential for places spaces as places of friction and implementation 

of social visions in the development of the new city district Rosendal in Uppsala. It aims at 

discussing the role of public spaces and its linking effects. The theories used emphasises the 

potential role public space have when used as places of friction promoting contact between 

people. Consequently the type of presence is very varied and to talk about diversity the co-

presence have to be simultaneous, an issue is (both according to the literature and according to 

the informants) that the diversity is high but different groups are at different places at different 

times: or even sharing time-space but without any co-awareness. The social visions for Rosendal 

emphasise on social relations between neighbors and residential and general diversity, pointing 

out elderly and children as social group in particular and the area is described as a link between 

the city and southern part of the city also linking together the different campuses in the city. 

Furthermore the study points out public space as an area of negotiations and conflicts of interest: 

who has access and what conditions are regulated together or when in private management by 

private actors. The less space for negotiations the more the public space loses it function as an 

arena for negotiation in community. Virtues with diversity are possibility of transgression, 

complementarities and development of perspective, culture and ideas. The lack of diversity on the 

other hand was seen as destructive in the sense that feelings of insecurity and the social creation 

of the unfamiliar ’other’ could develop (both according to the literature and the informants). 

-What does social sustainability mean in Uppsala and how is it connected to public spaces? 
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The informants point out social integration, the right to be present and relational resources as 

important features of social sustainability. The physical public space is described as a possible 

arena but in the case of Uppsala an arena with difficulties concerning integration. They see a 

great potential in the social tissue in Uppsala concerning diversity but difficulties in interaction 

between groups specially for ethnical and age-groups. Only one of the informants points out 

differences between genders in choice of meeting places or activities. The difficulties are seen as 

due to lack of information, self-segregation and clear mental images that puts limits on possible 

meeting places with cross-function or city districts featured by diversity. 

Lack of contact is clearly a breeding ground for less initiative for diversity and therefore less 

contact with the unfamiliar. The material used is the zoning plan of the area, the official 

documents concerning the area by the municipality and chosen informants living and being active 

on the territory to map social dynamics and complement the literature. Network and 

organizational linking is requested. 

-What social activity and contact does Rosendal support? 

The Rosendal area shows to be a spatially important spot in the southern parts of the city both for 

infrastructural investments (bicycle tracks and public transportation) and social nodes for the 

surroundings. The zoning plan shows a varied primary use of the space but with few secured in-

door spaces dedicated to optional activity. The future of a lot of the space is uncertain due to the 

early phase in the planning and the fact that the company Akademiska Hus is owning the right to 

construct in a part of the plan and also that the surface on the bottom floor bedding in the main 

street and the squares are to be negotiated about but have to be for public use: the degree of limits 

and publicness and type of target group is therefore uncertain. Critical features are the division 

between northern and southern parts of the plan with great potential for the southern part with 

beneficial synergies between different types of public spaces and activities and a high degree of 

public infrastructure. In the northern part of the plan there were few spaces explicitly dedicated to 

public interaction, however the northern parts is left with potential. The potential is in the q-

marked buildings, called the ’Fyrkant’ which could play an important role in the area and in the 

surroundings. Other potentials and critical facts are in the building for necessary space that is 

primarily linked to daily activity such as schools or university (large share of the area) in which 

there could be cross-connections between activities and targets groups that would provide 
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presence in the area many hours of the day and a possible platform for co-presence and 

interactions. Concerning the transitory spaces the main-street is the most critical spot for the 

traffic level. This in compensated by calmer areas and limited, slower traffic components that 

renders possible co-presence. Furthermore the transitory and stationary archetypes of spaces 

(linear vs. convex) are segregated which means less integration between residents and other 

groups not targeted- you go there with a purpose or you pass by on your way to a target point. 

 

What	  could	  all	  of	  this	  mean:	  how	  could	  the	  visions	  of	  social	  development	  in	  Uppsala	  and	  

the	  Rosendal	  project	  be	  obtained	  in	  Rosendal	  through	  its	  public	  spaces?	  

 

The order to implement ”The right to be present” as says one of the informants when discussing 

social sustainability and access and in order to promote social spaces with catalyst making 

possible meaningful spaces (Amin) and in order to make use of unused social and cultural 

resources and unused infrastructures as pointed out by other informants Rosendal needs to work 

with strategic positions, strategic activities and considering unconsidered groups. One of the main 

nodes is the search for catalyst to stimulate the potential in diversity currently existing separated 

(hence not co-presence or co-awareness). Ways to do this is to create spaces that visually are 

attractive for many groups of persons or have a content (are targeted) at many groups and are 

positioned in a strategic place reachable for many groups. The second of these three ways are 

relevant for this thesis. 

PLANNED AND UNPLANNED SOCIAL INFRASTRUCTURE 

One weakness in the zoning plan are the few open indoor-spaces dedicated to public activity 

since those spaces constitute a stabile potential and infrastructure for social activity 

independently of the season or the hours of the day and can be combined according to need and 

collective wish. Both to address the visions of diversity as well as the ones regarding openness 

and link would be mapping factors constituting social thresholds such as degree of specialization, 

costs for conducting activities on the space and opening-hours for the indoor spaces.  The kind of 

indoor-spaces needed is the ones with few limitation and high degree of openness, in particular 

cost limits. This would mean observing marginalised needs that in reality are general needs. 
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Examples of these kinds of spaces are public library or cultural houses. A magnet that could 

assemble residents- and non, to the area is a role that needs infrastructure in order to induce 

public life neutral and big public spaces in order to interact with theme is a suggestion. Another 

weakness is that some group are not targeted yet: in reality the targeted one are children or young 

people or people working close to the academia, no others. That is some of an impediment for 

cross-fertilising the spaces and brings a risk of monoculture. The spatial division between north 

and south in which the southern parts has great potential for spaces of friction with probable 

linking effects between activities, is a challenge if wanting to implement the concept of diversity. 

It is a relevant feature for Rosendal being both somewhat of a social node, a target, a destination. 

It is both hosting attractive environments such as green areas and sport facilities but also bigger 

neutral spaces for manifestations or shows for feast or artistic expressions.  

STRATEGIC POSITION WITH STRATEGIC ACTIVITIES 

The Rosendal area is in itself a strategic spot in the southern part of the city and have strategic 

spots within the zoning that could be developed: the ’Fyrkant’ is an extraordinary example of 

spatially strategic position both locally within the zoning plan and globally as part of the southern 

part of the city.  

If the area owned by Akademiska Hus and the schools buildings that could be used for more than 

residences/day-activity and school-activity this could be a really strategic way of using the space 

for possible cross-use and interaction. Being a spatial link in Uppsala and being a highly 

populated city district Rosendal needs to create preconditions for a sustainable approach to 

handle its social- cultural and organisational resources in itself and in relation to other districts in 

Uppsala. The potential in Rosendal is in itself in the connection with social and cultural resources 

such as the vicinity and the relation to the university and the positive synergic spatial situation in 

the south-western part of the area. 

CONSIDER UNCONSIDERED GROUPS 

One weakness in the Rosendal project is that the risk of constructing an economically (of course 

then also socially) exclusive city district. The informants and the literature bring up unconsidered 

groups when it comes to public spaces and meeting places. This coincides well with Rosendals 

vision of being for everybody. Providing infrastructure for unconsidered groups means spaces for 
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people with more time, such as youngsters, elderly and people in search for a work and persons 

newly arrived. Rosendal could and should use the spatial potential that it has and take care of the 

critical spot:’Fyrkanten’ both being positioned in a critical spot and being a strategic element in 

the city district giving it a character, a history. A stakeholder’s analysis could be done and 

involve actor from the third-sector since it constitutes one of few remaining elements of cultural 

heritage in Rosendal it is important to guarantee the publicness of the place: both in use and 

development of it. 

INTERACT AND NETWORK WITH SURROUNDING RESOURCE-AREAS 

Network and the relational resource have shown to be an important feature within an area as well 

as between areas in the study. One component of managing social and cultural resources is to 

take care of the neighbouring social resources- in Norby, Valsätra and in Gottsunda there is 

plenty of experience, since Rosendal starts from zero. Gottsunda has number of associations and 

active organisations cooperating with public agents such as the library as well as social diversity, 

an important influence with persons with origins from other parts of the world (the university and 

other type of immigration) Adress the question of participation is a prerequisite non been solved 

in the study. Networking was talked about a mean to know where resources (in its wide term) are 

allocated and how to use theme and different access of this information was pointed out as a 

reason for segregation. The reasons brought up were self-segregation on both sides, based on 

fixed ideas of others-both positive and negative, fear.  

 

5.	  Discussion	  
 

The purpose with the study is to map how social visions and values could be operationalised 

through public spaces in the case study Rosendal. The research-question is partly answered but 

not entirely; there are some problems to be resolved still.  

Some main conclusions concerning the use of networking beyond city districts, ownerships and 

management: Rosendal is situated near recourse- poles. Another main potential is to develop 

more public indoor-space, especially in the ´Fyrkanten´ in order to promote not just through-
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movements but also to-movements in the area. When planning the public indoor-spaces a special 

concern should be taken to the limits in form of costs and degree of specialization to enable the 

implementation of the vision of diversity.  The ´Fyrkanten´ constitutes a critical point as what 

there is in form of cultural heritage in the area and a potential in its location and role. For the 

other area pointed out it is the historic land-scape of the area with four protected building that 

could be used for social purposes. It' s is one of few buildings with a actual public potential since 

it s not planned for anything yet. It could give the area an history which is an important quality. 

The spatial location make that building important, being surrounded by mostly places for 

necessary activities. Furthermore Rosendal will have other resources that can be socially 

connected and connecting: school and green areas. Also in the naturally high population density 

and strategic location is an advantage for presence. 

A critical point is the northern part owned by Akademiska hus that if being offices risks to 

constitute a center of day-presence and unused space and lack of presence during other hours of 

the day or on holidays. 

Unsolved	  or	  unaddressed	  issues	  

The central question of participation remains a question to answer and address: this study was 

identified as an important issue in Uppsala and in the literature concerning social resources but 

could not find a patio-social answer to how to address it in the case study: maybe also due to the 

character of the question. It is a matter of organisation of the planning process and the active life 

of the city district that does not exist yet. This lack is connected to the next regarding the 

technological implication on public life and on spaces of friction technology is definitely a 

significant factor and a part of working with participation and the organisational resources in the 

area. So being important corner-stones of curing and nurturing social and organisational 

resources it is out of the field of the thesis but definitely something to study further. Another 

matter is to evidentiate and halted the matter of silent groups: partly the non-targeted ones but 

maybe also groups not mentioned in this study. A specific research on silent groups and possible 

solutions in this type planning and project is valuable. Concerning the space this study is working 

with a limited surface: a future important surface for spaces of frictions seeing the urban 

intensification of its land use, would be the roof-tops, both for agricultural project (also 

concerning the albedo-effect and the sun energy) or and social spaces.  
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The third question that has not been solved with this study is the relationship between different 

types of ownership, hosts ships and stakeholders; the interrelation between and management of 

common, public and private goods. That is a theme that has constructive potential in finding 

solutions to collective issues concerning social sustainability. Model for places of friction 

safeguarding and developing social resources in planning: map target groups and non-targeted 

groups, the variety of necessary, optional and social spaces, space to meet mapping prioritized 

traffic and stop-friendly surface  

Suggestion	  for	  further	  research:	  

 

n Impact and possibilities of technology for social co-presence, co-awareness and 

interaction: how does the use of technology facilitates or hinders meeting between people 

and the effect of public spaces? 

n Possibilities to use roof as infrastructure for social hubs 

n Infrastructure for networking, information spread and in planning 

n Infrastructure for participation 

n Management of public utilities and common spaces: the organisation and cooperation 

between different actors in an participative collective future 

The knowledge contribution lay in its weakness: lack of inhabitants made a part of the source 

material being informants from the territory. Using a territorial approach learning from third-

sectors actors on the territory when studying a specific case allowed testing how applicable the 

theories derived from a completely different context stood in the Swedish one. The methods used 

were content analysis of the texts and the transcriptions of open qualitative interviews with the 

informants. The informants indicated important perspectives on the mental map of Uppsala and 

were composed be key-persons of various kinds in the third sector of the society: voluntary social 

work with different background, areas and objectives. What they have in common is that they 

have some connection to Uppsala and their thoughts contribute in confirming theories, 

understanding the local discourse. 

The weakness in the spatial results affects the entire result and opens possibilities for 

generalisations in the hypothetic sense:” if the conditions are x the results becomes y” even 
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though the zoning plan has specific characters the social visions, the spatial situation in the type 

of city as Uppsala is quite general for present new-building projects. 
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