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In many communication situations it is necessary to selectively attend 
to a target talker and to suppress information from competing talkers. 
It might also be necessary to divide attention to different talkers in or-
der to gain multiple information. Meister et al. (Neuroscience, 2013) 
have shown that different cognitive functions, such as short term or 
working memory and fluid intelligence, are connected with speech 
recognition scores for selective and divided attention. Those findings 
based on data from listeners with clinically normal hearing thresholds. 

The present examination additionally considers effects of typical 
age-related hearing loss. Two age-matched listener groups with and 
without hearing impairment were compared with regard to their 
speech recognition in a competing talker situation. The two talkers 
differed with respect to voice cues. With selective attention, the task 
was to recognize the sentences spoken by only one of the talkers 
whereas divided attention required the streaming of sentences from 
both talkers. 

Compared to their normal-hearing peers, participants with hearing 
impairment showed inferior results for all of the tasks, though both 
groups revealed near perfect speech recognition in quiet. Worsening 
was similar for selective and divided attention tasks. In order to shed 
light on the underlying mechanisms, different error sources such as 
confusing, omitting or misunderstanding words, were investigated. 
The resulting error patterns are discussed against the background 
of established speech perception models regarding attention 
(Shinn-Cunningham et al., Trends Amplif, 2008) and memory func-
tions (Rönnberg et al., Front Syst Neurosci, 2013).
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OBJECTIVE: Automatic postural responses are very complicated in 
central nervous systems. With repeated perturbations, automatic 
postural responses occur and measure with different methods. Age, 
gender, environment changes and emotions affect results. Last pub-
lished scientific researches persist on emotions and fear of falling and 
balance. 

In this study, we designed to investigate the influence of fear of fall-
ing on postural responses in geriatric population 

MATERIALS and METHODS: İn total 50 participants, experiment group 
(n=25, mean age=76) and control group (n=25, mean age= 77) patic-
ipated voluntarily in this study. We performed Falls Self-Efficacy Scale 
(FES-I)- Turkish Version and Adaptation test with using computerized 
dynamic posturography for all participiants. 

RESULTS: There was no statistically significant difference between 
fear of falling and automatic postural responces(p>0.05) but also, 
automatic postural responses in case group was higher than control 
group and FES-1 scores 

CONCLUSION: There are more than affect on automatic postural re-
sponses not only emotions and also aging and others. We can accept 
that fear of falling is important factor for daily facilities risks for geri-
atric populatıon. 
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Professional development and reflective development are, among 
others, two interdependent processes that are important for trainee 
audiologists. Reflective writing has been viewed as supporting these 
processes. However, recent research findings indicate, that the way 
in which reflective writing tasks are organised and assessed, may 
constrain the students’ reflections. In an attempt to reduce this, we 
introduced follow-up mentor-student motivating interviews as the 
formative assessment. This study evaluates our implementation of 
this new pedagogical approach.

Over the last three academic terms, 177 reflective texts have been 
submitted by 46 students, and followed up by 5 mentors who men-
tored between four and 12 students each. These texts and the fol-
low-up motivating interviews were analysed, and discussed in team 
meetings. The findings support this new pedagogical approach. At 
the group level, an increased degree of throughput of students was 
observed, in terms of a higher percentage of successfully complet-
ed degrees. At the individual level, our analysis indicates a) change/
development of individual learning strategies, and b) re-/conceptu-
alisation of the main goals with the Audiology programme studies. 
Moreover, some cases of problematic interaction issues between 
student-clinical supervisor has been revealed (and solved). From the 
students’ point of view, the follow-up motivating interviews were, 
generally, highly appreciated. These follow-up interviews clarified 
the strengths and the weaknesses of the individual student’s level of 
reflective development, and suggested an appropriate direction for 
further development.

In sum, the new pedagogical approach evaluated in this paper is a 
useful way to overcome some of the constraints previous research 
outlined.
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