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Abstract. What is learning from the learners’ point of view and how does this 
relate to the use of tablets? Young learners (6-14 years old) created own photos 
of learning situations, which served as premise in a qualitative research 
approach. Explorative conversations and photo-based group interviews were 
used as methods. Inspired by the methods Stimulated Recall and Photo 
Eliciting, a total of 283 photos were taken by the learners including 21 group 
interviews generated individual statements and utterances from 207 pupils in 
Scandinavian schools (K-9). Seven themes from [5] show the children’s view 
on “what learning is” with respect to their definitions of learning situations and 
then related to the use of tablets With the seven themes as a starting point, the 
authors are especially interested in discussing foundations for tablet-mediated 
learning cultures and its relation to CSCL in education.  
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Introduction 

When all teachers and learners in the municipality schools have had their tablet for 
more than two years the device can be taken for granted.  At least it is taken for 
granted from the perspective that everyone has access to one and that the teachers can 
plan for lessons where the tablet integrated in the classroom environment. Hence, 
many teachers are even dependent on the use of the tablet in their daily work as 
teachers. Initially, when the tablets were new, obstacles for the planned education 
occurred like problems with synching devices and downloading apps to several 
children at a time. Other distractions could be social or gaming activities and other 
kinds of off-task behaviours as being recognized in [8] 

 
However, when obstacles of the distracting kind is overcome and the tablet can be 

taken for granted from other perspectives than just being present this research asks; 
What are foundations for a tablet-mediated learning culture and how can the learning 
itself be related to CSCL in education? With this main research question in mind this 
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research emanates from 207 children’s statements about learning situations as the 
driving force in the exploration of how a 1:1 tablet project can be understood from the 
learners perspective of what learning is.  

Description of the study and methods  

The empirical study is conducted in a municipality with app. 22.000 inhabitants in 
a Scandinavian country with 7 schools from preschool class to grade 9, and has 
around 170 teachers and 2,000 pupils aged 6-16. The schools launched tablets for all 
teachers and students in January 2012. The community decided to buy iPads. The 
research study is part of a bigger research project that aims to study the 
implementation of tablets in all schools of the municipality [3].   

 
The methodology of this research puts learning in first place through the study 

object of learning situations. The aim is to get a deeper understanding of learning in a 
tablet rich environment with a two-step research design of first understanding how 
children understand learning and then to relate it to the use of tablets without asking 
explicitly about the technology.  

The data have been collected through focus group interviews [4]. The unique 
approach is that the learners took own photos of learning situations, marked them 
with a word or a short sentence, and those pictures served as starting point for the 
interviews. The pictures and the utterances from the learners are the units of the 
analysis and which have been used to understand the learners’ descriptions of ‘what 
learning is’ in general and in relation to the use of tablets. The research team used a 
mix of methods inspired by Stimulated Recall [2] and Photo Eliciting [1] 

The pictures were used as a starting point in group-interviews, as a door opener to 
children’s view on learning independently where learning takes place.  

The use of tablets in relation to learners’ perspectives of learning… 

In [5] the findings were organized according to seven themes that were generated 
from the analysis of 293 utterances. The seven themes show the children’s view on 
“what learning is” with respect to their definitions of learning situations (Table 1) and 
then related to the use of tablets:  

1. Various locations;  
2. Reading and practising language skills; 
3. Learning from someone (traditionally face-to-face); 
4. Learning from/through something (mediated artefacts); 
5. The learners know what works for them –‘I did it my way’;  
6. Engaged interactions;  
7. Making mistakes is OK.  

Utterances Themes  
1 2 3 4 5 6 7 Total 

Single meaning 
utterances (SiM) 

44 52 26 50 56 48 17 293 

Not related to 
Media tablets 

30 34 23 12 46 38 14 197 

Related to media 
tablets 

14 18 3 38 10 10 3 96 

Fig 1. Summary of utterances in seven themes including relation to media tablet  
without explicitly asking about the media tablets. [5] 
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…as connections to CSCL in education 

This research generates data in form of quotes or utterances from learners in the 
municipality. The findings represent group cognitions [7] of what learning is in a 
tablet learning culture. This data can be used in a multiple ways where researchers 
suggest an approach that first of all informs the teachers on how to design teaching 
and learning in a tablet learning culture. In addition, the use of the technology from 
the learner´s point of view, also reveal patterns of use when it comes to where, when 
and in what kind of situations the mobile technology is used. With this in mind the 
authors raise the question; what are foundations for a tablet-mediated learning culture 
and how can the learners´ perspectives of learning itself be related to CSCL in 
education?  
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