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VOLTAGE CONTROLLED STRING ORCHESTRA

Music for String Orchestra, Mobile Phone Orchestra and Analogue Synthesizers

Commissioned by Festival Maribor 2020 for Slovenian Philharmonic String Chamber Orchestra

PERFORMANCE NOTES:

The analogue synthesizers are performed by the composer, who will be seated on stage together with
the string orchestra

The electronic part (marked as MPO in score) exists in two different versions for a performance:

1. MOBILE PHONE ORCHESTRA VERSION
Mobilephoneorchestra.com is a performance platform for electronic polyphonic contemporary art music
developed by the composer. The platform has been developed within Linds artistic research at Umea
university. Several compositions including Mobile Phone Orchestra (MPO) as performers in
combination with traditional performance settings as Sinfonietta, chamber ensemble and soloists have
been conducted since. Mobilephoneorchestra.com is an online platform and provides both instrument
to perform on and conducting instructions on how and when to perform during a performance. The
MPO should for best performance consist of approximately 48 people (from 24-240), divided in six
individual parts. No musical background is needed for the MPO-performers, but they need to be able to
focus during concert (preferably not children under 13 years for concert hall performances - however,
schoolclasses above 13 years are recommendes). All participants of the MPO need a personal smart
phone (any brand - tablets are also possible to use). They are performing with their mobile phones as
musical instruments using the specially designed webapplications found at
www.mobilephoneorchestra.com (see picture). The preprocessed sounds coming from the mobile
phones are amplified with individual portable speakers given to each participator of the MPO. The MPO
is conducted by an animated notation system, where simple animated graphics are instructing how to
perform during the performance. The performance instructions with the animated notation are shown
on 1-2 TV-monitors (or projected on a canvas), which should be placed visable for the MPO-
performers. The MPO-performers should prefearably be seated on stage as an additional instrument
group of the string orchestra during performance. 60 minutes of rehearsal with the MPO is needed
prior a performance. If the MPO performance version for the electronic part of the composition is
selected the composer will lead the rehearsal with the MPO prior the performance. Furthermore, the
composer will handle the animated music notation during performance. The string orchestra are
performing their part as usual conducted by a traditional conductor. However, from bar 1 - 118 the
conductor is syncronising the MPO with the string orchestra by following a TV-monitor in front of
him/her. The TV-monitor is counting the bar numbers and displaying the current tempo with animated
pulsating graphics. The rest of the performance is lead by conductor as in a traditional performance.

2. TAPE VERSION
If the tape version is selected the composer will handle the electronics during performance.




VOLTAGE CONTROLLED STRING ORCHESTRA

Music for String Orchestra, Mobile Phone Orchestra and Analogue Synthesizers

Commissioned by Festival Maribor 2020 for Slovenian Philharmonic String Chamber Orchestra

TECHNICAL NOTES:

PROVIDED BY CONCERT HALL:
- WIFI - connection

- 1 Technician to help with setup and mix

- 1 Videoprojector + projection surface - or - 1-2 at least 40 inch tv-monitors
- 2 Computer monitors
- 1 VGA or HDMI split (at least 1 inlet to 2 outlets)
- 1 Stereo Audio Speaker System (incl. subwoofer + listening speaker) suited for concert hall

PROVIDED BY COMPOSER:
- 20-60 portable speakers + 3,5 mm cables for MPO
- Animated notation for MPO
- MPO instrument software
- Analogue synthesizers

See PERFORMANCE NOTES section for information about
requirements for Mobile Phone Orchestra

PROGRAMME NOTE:

"A musical exploration and attempt to highlight sounds from
early analogue synthesizers in combination with the traditional
string orchestra. Meet the string orchestra extended with an
analogue synthesizer soloist and a new instrument group of
preprocessed synthesizer sounds performed by a Mobile
Phone Orchestra. A musical interaction between tradition and
Innovation, combined as one musical body.” — Anders Lind
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