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This dissertation explores how education became
a powerful force in shaping womanhood in the
late Ottoman Empire and early Republican Turkey.
It shows how educationalisation – the belief that
social problems could be solved through
schooling – placed women at the centre of moral
reform, nation-building, and modernisation. By
examining girls’ schools, curricula, magazines, and
women teachers, the study reveals how women
were closely regulated through ideals of
motherhood, morality, and patriotism, while also
exercising agency by using education to claim
professional identities, social visibility, and
autonomy. Education thus emerges not simply as
a path to emancipation, but as a contested space
where control and agency coexisted.
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