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LETTER

Answer to ‘Correspondence on “Is there an association between anti- 
inflammatory medical treatments for rheumatoid arthritis and mortality 
after first myocardial infarction?”’ by Kaban and Hoşoğlu
M Skielta 1, L Söderström 2, S Rantapää-Dahlqvist 1, A Södergren 1, T Mooe 3

1Department of Public Health and Clinical Medicine, Rheumatology, Umeå University, Umeå, Sweden 
2Unit of Research, Östersund Hospital, Östersund, Sweden 
3Department of Public Health and Clinical Medicine, Östersund, Umeå University, Umeå, Sweden   

We appreciate the Letter to the Editor from Kaban and 
Hoşoğlu (1) regarding comments on our article ‘Is there 
an association between anti-inflammatory medical treat
ments for rheumatoid arthritis and mortality after first 
myocardial infarction?’ (2). As the authors correctly 
point out, left ventricular ejection fraction (LVEF) is 
one of the strongest predictors of post-myocardial 
infarction mortality. Owing to incomplete registration 
of the LVEF variable in our database, we used conges
tive heart failure as an explanatory variable. Congestive 
heart failure reflects cardiac dysfunction and, similarly 
to reduced LVEF, it is a strong predictor of death after 
a myocardial infarction (3). In our study, it was the 
strongest predictor of mortality.

We thank the authors for a deeper analysis of some of 
the limitations previously discussed in our paper.

We agree that the heterogeneity of the non- 
rheumatoid arthritis (RA) group makes the interpreta
tion of data challenging.

As the authors further note, with exposure data for 
corticosteroid treatment a more detailed analysis 
would have been possible and perhaps better 
explained the increased risk associated with corticos
teroid treatment in both study groups.

Our findings underscore the need for further research in 
this area. Prospective studies with information about expo
sure data for all included anti-inflammatory medications, 
LVEF, duration of RA, degree of inflammation, and a better 
stratified non-RA group would probably better explain our 
findings.
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